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Industrial clusters
Bleak times in bra town

Vocab
1. bleak adj. (15H2) ZBEHEN, BRI If a situation is bleak, it is bad, and
seems unlikely to improve.

e.g. Many predicted a bleak future./R = A& TN BT = HE %

One-product towns fuelled China’s export boom. Many are now in trouble

Vocab
1. fuel v. To fuel a situation means to make it become worse or more intense. R, {F0
R

=

e.g. The economic boom was fueled by easy credit. 52 AR5 B BUERRIE T 2572 5%,

Apr 16th 2016 | GURAO | From the print edition

A PYRAMID of bras stands beside each worker at the Honji Underwear factory in Gurao,
a town in the southern province of Guangdong. The workshop resounds with the clack-
clack of sewing machines as employees repeat their single, assigned task before passing
the garment on to the next person on the production line. Most of the 22,000 thickly
padded bras made here each day are destined for shops in China. In this “Town of
Underwear”, as the local government likes to call it, there are thousands of similar
factories. Gurao produces 350m bras and 430m vests and pairs of knickers a year for sale
at home and abroad. Undies account for 80% of its industrial output.

Vocab
1. pyramid n. an object or a pile of things that has the shape of a pyramid £=&
RO ( B—IEEARPT )

e.g. a pyramid of cans in a shop window
2. resound with v. 7&j%, [EI’%%& (F&) If a place resounds with or to particular noises,
it is filled with them.

e.g. *The whole place resounded with music... 2 M7ithEZES K.
3.garment n. (—f4) XAk (AT XEARRAOHEIEFHER) A garmentis a piece of

clothing; used especially in contexts where you are talking about the manufacture or sale
of clothes.

garment[g] X i3
XEZEAIF KRR, RE"Z=.
clothes — Ei@AE, ZEVE LK. RKRIEFFEFN—HEHRAR.



clothing » EMid, £8&1E, BXRIZIR,

coat — F§ LR, MK, KiK. IMERKA LK,

dress = ZIFEXIFETAHE LSS TEAEMFORE, BIEERITMEFHERIE,
garment - IESEE, [EXXAIE, EHF AT SclothesitF, E5 LEEFE. 2HFERX
TEEMIRAR, ALEKE. IEFIMEKRE.

robe — 15K, HIEANK. B,

gown — IEXAZFREKR, LEHL. EE. BIRSFNLRIDLIERSE, BIEKE.
uniform — IEEHAGRF AR —MOBIR, NER. REZE.

costume — EMITE—MXFE IR, tHIgERMNNE,

suit » IE—ERE, —BRE/LHER—ENER,

4. padded adj. (ARZ) B ER; HHIEM

5. destined for ~for on the way to or intended for a place % ; i=f% ; BifE bound
for

6. vest n. a piece of underwear worn under a shirt, etc. next to the skin (#&ZEE
HMSEFRY ) B0 , T

7.knickers a piece of women's underwear that covers the body from the waist to
the tops of the legs T FE4I4#E

Across Gurao, billboards show big-breasted —usually foreign—women sporting the
lingerie that underwires the town’s prosperity (see picture). But many people in Gurao and
other underwear-factory clusters around Shantou, a coastal city, worry about the future.
Costs are rising, but customers are unwilling to pay more, says June Liu of Pengsheng
Underwear, which makes lingerie and swimwear. Last year several factory-owners fled
from Gurao, leaving_debts and unpaid wages. Some also shut up shop in Chendian,
another underwear town nearby.

Vocab

1. big-breasted A

2. sport v.to have or wear sth in a proud way BEMZFE ; &~ ; HEESR
e.g. She was sporting a T-shirt with the company's logo on it.

3. lingerie n. women's underwear TR

4. coastal adj. of or near a coast /§8HY ; EImEERY

Sentence
Last year several factory-owners fled from Gurao, leaving_ debts and unpaid wages

HESEABERINE, HITIEREEEIEND

During the past three decades of rapid economic growth, one-industry towns like Gurao
and Chendian sprang up along China’s eastern seaboard, often in what were once
paddyfields. With investment from Hong Kong and Taiwan, and a huge influx of migrant
labour from China’s interior, they fuelled the country’s export boom. There are now more
than 500 such towns, making products such as buttons, ties, plastic shoes, car tyres,
toys, Christmas decorations and toilets (see map).

Vocab



1.springup v. A4 If something springs up, it suddenly appears or
begins to exist.
2.influx of n. JEN;/B# An influx of people or things into a place is their arrival there in
large numbers.

e. g. the influx of wealth into the region IEEXMBXRAIAECE

Knickerbocker glories

Gurao is one of several underwear hubs that have made China the world’s largest lingerie
producer. The country made 2.9 billion bras in 2014, 60% of the world’s total, according
to Frost & Sullivan, a consultancy. In several industries, the clustering of similar firms in
the same place creates a critical mass of good suppliers and workers with relevant skills.
Niche towns in China produce 63% of the world’s shoes, 70% of its spectacles and 90%
of its energy-saving lamps.

Vocab
1. hub n. a place or thing which forms the effective centre of an activity, region, or

network JEG), HIXIZMERY) Hul

Sentence
workers with relevant skills

with B8, &ifiworkers, &R workers HA.. .FI4HE, XBIEFHHEFFENTA

All this growth has had an environmental cost. In 2010 Greenpeace, an NGO, reported
that fabric-dyeing plants in Gurao had severely polluted the water, making it unfit to drink.
But the bra-makers of Gurao are far more worried about foreign competition than foreign
eco-warriors.

Vocab
1. eco-warrior n. MR =; £ T An eco-warrior is someone who spends a lot of
time working actively for environmental causes.

China’s consumer goods grabbed a huge share of global markets thanks to their low
prices. That advantage is fading. Since 2001 wages have risen by 12% a year. Thailand
and Vietnam, where labour is cheaper and taxes lower, now make lingerie for global
brands such as Victoria’s Secret and La Senza. China’s biggest underwear firm, Regina
Miracle, will open two factories in Vietnam this year, its first outside China. It plans
another two there by 2018. Cambodia and Myanmar are joining the fray. Wacoal, a
Japanese underwear-maker, opened factories in both countries in 2013 and another in
Myanmar last year.

Vocab
1.grab v. #l{¥ (H1=%5) If you grab something such as a chance or opportunity,
or grab at it, you take advantage of it eagerly.
e.g. *She grabbed the chance of a job interview... it #{F 7 — )2 KEREILRIN &,
2. fade v. to disappear gradually iF#ER ; FEEL
3.fray n. afight, a competition or an argument, especially one that is exciting or
seen as a test of your ability T3} , =55 , S3i¥ ( JUERRIE/9HEIREEIRY
4.b



5.b

Sentence

Thailand and Vietnam, where labour is cheaper and taxes lower, now make lingerie for
global brands such as Victoria’s Secret and La Senza.

‘a)FFF4 Thailand and Vietnam make lingerie

where labour is cheaper and taxes lower £ Thailand and Vietnam BIEIiiE, fRFEVER

Gurao still has advantages, such as excellent supply chains. Several factories there make
components for undergarments: dyed textiles, lace and the tough foam used to upholster
push-up bras. Every form of elastic waistband used for boxer shorts is produced locally.
The town also appears to enjoy loose regulation of trademarks. Some of the waistbands
use misspellings such as “Calven Klain” and “Oalvin Klein” in an attempt to cash in on
famous brand names.

Vocab

1. supply chain n. the series of processes involved in the production and supply of
goods, from when they are first made, grown, etc. until they are bought or used {i
k5L

2. undergarment n. a piece of underwear J7<

3. elastic n. MNEF GEHH

4. trademark n. a name, symbol or design that a company uses for its products
and that cannot be used by anyone else BEfx

5. cash v. to gain an advantage for yourself from a situation, especially in a way
that other people think is wrong or immoral \F&F ; IBZIEFLL

Officials in Gurao insist that the town can overcome its difficulties by upgrading its
technology and using machines instead of people. But attracting the capital and skill to
transform Gurao may be more difficult than the daring step taken by a local entrepreneur
in 1982 when he opened its first bra factory, at a time when private enterprise was still
frowned on in China.

Vocab

1. daring adj. brave; willing to do dangerous or unusual things; involving danger
or taking risks EERY ; BRFERAY

2. entrepreneur n. a person who makes money by starting or running businesses,
especially when this involves taking financial risks glNl# , RIS ( JTIEE RSN
A0 )

3. is frowned on/upon v. to disapprove of sb/ sth &A%k ; FAEE ;| FMFJ

Even China’s largest underwear manufacturers have always found it hard to get long-term
commitments from buyers. That has made them reluctant to spend on research or
technology. Some factories in Gurao are upgrading, for example by making seamless
laser-cut underwear and using new, more comfortable, materials to underwire bras. But
most remain low-tech and labour-intensive.

Vocab



1. commitment n. {§%;&5 Commitment is a strong belief in an idea or system.
e.g. *...commitment to the ideals of Bolshevism. 33 7% /R{+4E 72 = W IBERY (S5 2=

2. reluctant to adj. #1589, A1BEAY If you are reluctant to do something, you are

unwilling to do it and hesitate before doing it, or do it slowly and without enthusiasm.
e.g. *Mr Spero was reluctant to ask for help...Bf{fil 5 AN EE S KAL),

3. seamless adj. JoZEHY;FCIEINAY;#E1E5E3=HY You use seamless to describe something
that has no breaks or gaps in it or which continues without stopping.

Because they are dominated by private enterprises, towns such as Gurao may be nimbler
at adapting to changing_market conditions than China’s steel and coal cities, where 1.8m
layoffs are planned in the next few years. In 2013 migrant workers made up nearly half of
Gurao’s 161,000 people. Many are low-skilled, moving_from one job to another, sewing
the same part of the bra as they did in the previous factory. Most did not complete high
school and are ill-equipped to retrain for jobs in service industries, which the Chinese
government hopes will replace manufacturing ones. But luckily most of them have houses
and farmland to go back to in their villages if they lose their jobs.

Vocab
1. dominate v. to control or have a lot of influence over sb/ sth, especially in an
unpleasant way 378 ; =% ; £ ; #11
2. private enterprise n. FAAEM, EE1 Private enterprise is industry and business
which is owned by individual people or commercial companies, and not by the government
or an official organization. free enterprise B
3. nimble adj. = agile able to move quickly and easily RiEHY ; BUEAY

e.g. You need nimble fingers for that job. FXEHEEFIERIT,
4. ill-equipped to adj. not having the necessary equipment or skills ZEBAZER ;
BARAERY

e.g. *Universities were ill-equipped to meet the massive intake of students... & KF1%&

TR YN B IBANAKEFZENER,

Sentence

1. Because they are dominated by private enterprises, towns such as Gurao may be
nimbler at adapting to changing market conditions than China’s steel and coal cities,
where 1.8m layoffs are planned in the next few years.

G)FEF: towns such as Gurao may be nimbler at adapting to changing market
conditions... F1& towns 181&: may be Eig: market conditions

Because 5|S[REEIRIEMNT, fEFE towns,

where 1.8m ..... where 5| SHFFREMEEMT, EHiEBRI China’s steel and coal cities

2. Many are low-skilled, moving from one job to another, sewing the same part of the
bra as they did in the previous factory.

£ 18 moving l sewing, RA R LAARREA who move from one job to another, who
sew the same part of the bra as they did in the previous factory.

Some of the one-product boomtowns could fade away, leaving little behind but the



concrete shells of empty factories and polluted soil. Gurao and other such places have
generated extraordinary wealth in once dirt-poor parts of the country. But to thrive in the
future, they will need to look beyond the bare necessities.

Vocab
1. boomtown n. a town that has become rich and successful because trade and

industry has developed there ( BFARBRZMTm ) AT
2. dirt-poor adj. extremely poor tRZRERY ; tREFSHY

e.g. -...ayoung boy growing up in dirt poor Louisiana.7£ 7~ % A& 5 Hi 2 AR M KRB —
s
3. thrive v. = flourish to become, and continue to be, successful, strong, healthy,
etc. XEERIX ; 5% ; EIMRRE ; IR ; Tk
4. bare necessities n. EAXRLEFNER

Sentence
the concrete shells of empty factories and polluted soil 55550 T/ SR8 IMEMHE

TSR T IR

From the print edition: China

Industrial clusters
Bleak times in bra town

One-product towns fuelled China’s export boom. Many are now in trouble

Apr 16th 2016 | GURAO | From the print edition

A PYRAMID of bras stands beside each worker at the Honji Underwear factory in Gurao,
a town in the southern province of Guangdong. The workshop resounds with the clack-
clack of sewing machines as employees repeat their single, assigned task before passing
the garment on to the next person on the production line. Most of the 22,000 thickly
padded bras made here each day are destined for shops in China. In this “Town of
Underwear”, as the local government likes to call it, there are thousands of similar
factories. Gurao produces 350m bras and 430m vests and pairs of knickers a year for sale
at home and abroad. Undies account for 80% of its industrial output.

Across Gurao, billboards show big-breasted —usually foreign—women sporting the



lingerie that underwires the town’s prosperity (see picture). But many people in Gurao and
other underwear-factory clusters around Shantou, a coastal city, worry about the future.
Costs are rising, but customers are unwilling to pay more, says June Liu of Pengsheng
Underwear, which makes lingerie and swimwear. Last year several factory-owners fled
from Gurao, leaving debts and unpaid wages. Some also shut up shop in Chendian,
another underwear town nearby.

During the past three decades of rapid economic growth, one-industry towns like Gurao
and Chendian sprang up along China’s eastern seaboard, often in what were once
paddyfields. With investment from Hong Kong and Taiwan, and a huge influx of migrant
labour from China’s interior, they fuelled the country’s export boom. There are now more
than 500 such towns, making products such as buttons, ties, plastic shoes, car tyres,
toys, Christmas decorations and toilets (see map).

Knickerbocker glories

Gurao is one of several underwear hubs that have made China the world’s largest lingerie
producer. The country made 2.9 billion bras in 2014, 60% of the world’s total, according
to Frost & Sullivan, a consultancy. In several industries, the clustering of similar firms in
the same place creates a critical mass of good suppliers and workers with relevant skills.
Niche towns in China produce 63% of the world’s shoes, 70% of its spectacles and 90%
of its energy-saving lamps.

All this growth has had an environmental cost. In 2010 Greenpeace, an NGO, reported
that fabric-dyeing plants in Gurao had severely polluted the water, making it unfit to drink.



But the bra-makers of Gurao are far more worried about foreign competition than foreign
eco-warriors.

China’s consumer goods grabbed a huge share of global markets thanks to their low
prices. That advantage is fading. Since 2001 wages have risen by 12% a year. Thailand
and Vietnam, where labour is cheaper and taxes lower, now make lingerie for global
brands such as Victoria’s Secret and La Senza. China’s biggest underwear firm, Regina
Miracle, will open two factories in Vietham this year, its first outside China. It plans
another two there by 2018. Cambodia and Myanmar are joining the fray. Wacoal, a
Japanese underwear-maker, opened factories in both countries in 2013 and another in
Myanmar last year.

Gurao still has advantages, such as excellent supply chains. Several factories there make
components for undergarments: dyed textiles, lace and the tough foam used to upholster
push-up bras. Every form of elastic waistband used for boxer shorts is produced locally.
The town also appears to enjoy loose regulation of trademarks. Some of the waistbands
use misspellings such as “Calven Klain” and “Oalvin Klein” in an attempt to cash in on
famous brand names.

Officials in Gurao insist that the town can overcome its difficulties by upgrading its
technology and using machines instead of people. But attracting the capital and skill to
transform Gurao may be more difficult than the daring step taken by a local entrepreneur
in 1982 when he opened its first bra factory, at a time when private enterprise was still
frowned on in China.



Even China’s largest underwear manufacturers have always found it hard to get long-term
commitments from buyers. That has made them reluctant to spend on research or
technology. Some factories in Gurao are upgrading, for example by making seamless
laser-cut underwear and using new, more comfortable, materials to underwire bras. But
most remain low-tech and labour-intensive.

Because they are dominated by private enterprises, towns such as Gurao may be nimbler
at adapting to changing market conditions than China’s steel and coal cities, where 1.8m
layoffs are planned in the next few years. In 2013 migrant workers made up nearly half of
Gurao’s 161,000 people. Many are low-skilled, moving from one job to another, sewing
the same part of the bra as they did in the previous factory. Most did not complete high
school and are ill-equipped to retrain for jobs in service industries, which the Chinese
government hopes will replace manufacturing ones. But luckily most of them have houses
and farmland to go back to in their villages if they lose their jobs.

Some of the one-product boomtowns could fade away, leaving little behind but the
concrete shells of empty factories and polluted soil. Gurao and other such places have
generated extraordinary wealth in once dirt-poor parts of the country. But to thrive in the
future, they will need to look beyond the bare necessities.

From the print edition: China



