03.02-Mineral water

Mineral water
High-altitude thirst

Bottling Himalayan water could be bad for the region’s environment

Vocab
1. bottle v. to put a liquid into a bottle 8 (&K ) ZENH#RS

Sentence
Bottling Himalayan water could be bad.....
504213 Bottling fEE1E

e.g. Swimming is a good sport in summer.

Jan 30th 2016 | BEIJING | From the print edition

CHINA is so vast, it quickly becomes the largest market for almost anything it consumes.
Such is the case with bottled water. Chinese drink 40 billion litres (70 billion pints) of the
stuff each year, up over 13-fold since 1998. That growth has a long way to go if China
ever consumes as much per person as Mexico (see chart). But finding clean supplies is
difficult; rivers, lakes and even groundwater in China are often foul. Hence the huge
demand for a seemingly_inexhaustible source of pristine water that is cheap to extract,
sells at a premium _and can now, thanks to massive investment in infrastructure, be taken
to coastal cities: Tibetan glaciers.

Vocab
1. along way (B[BJAY)EEE Way is used in expressions such as a long way ,a little way,
and quite a way, to say how far away in time something is.
e.g. *Success is still a long way off... B INTITEIRE,
2. foul adj. dirty and smelling bad FREERERY ; ¥ERY
e.g. The smell was quite foul. RSEZ X,
3. hence adv. for this reason FELt ; At
hence[G] i@t
XEERRNAE AL, FRZE,
accordingly — $HEHMAE, RFRBEEMREREMSENER, HEiJAESHSS, B1XH
25,
consequently - [FXFA1E, MEREZENSER.
hence — RIEX A, 1EE T RNAARIEMAANNENERRA, ERFEEEM,
so —» FTLEREENISSE, MEFRZH.
therefore — BEE5| H—THEMTHINALEIL.
thus - ZATHFEIER, A Sthereforeftf,



4. seemingly adv. in a way that appears to be true but may in fact not be Bl ; §7
I ; REL

e.g. a seemingly stupid question B{UBEAI B
5. inexhaustible adj. that cannot be EXHAUSTED (= finished); very great FHZA
B89 ; TTH TR

e.g. Her energy is inexhaustible. 8 FT3SHIfE .
6. pristine adj. = unspoiled not developed or changed in any way; left in its
original condition KFFAH ; FIRIBIRZSHY
7. extract v. to obtain information, money, etc., often by taking it from sb who is
unwilling to give it T , SHEF ( FEHRMAEE. B
8. at a premium BLFEEMN, USM (EHSLEL) If you buy or sell something at a
premium, you buy or sell it at a higher price than usual, for example because it is in short
supply.

e.g. He eventually sold the shares back to the bank at a premium.ft & /5 A S M IERE
ELRIRT,

Sentence
1. the stuff A stuff 3€351< bottled water, TH3E that, [F=
2. Hence the huge demand for a seeminglyinexhaustible source of pristine water that is

cheap to extract, sells at a premium and can now, thanks to massive investment in
infrastructure, be taken to coastal cities: Tibetan glaciers.

a)F=EF: water sells at a premium and be taken to coastal cities. water {fEEiE, sells
# be taken #F5181E

hence 5|S&8M4T), BB TIBIEIs

water that is cheap to extract XE that 8 water RUEIEMEG), &4 water

thanks to....in infrastructure fE RG] FRUIEANIE, MERRRAOIER

Tibet already sells Qomolangma Glacier water, named after the Tibetan word for Mount
Everest. Last year Sinopec, a state-owned energy group, put another brand on sale at its
petrol stations: Tibet 5100. It is bottled 5,100 metres (16,700 feet) up in the Nyenchen
Tanglha range. The Tibetan government has licensed 28 more companies to increase the
province’s bottling capacity 50-fold by 2020.

Vocab
1. state-owned adj. EGH

2. petrol station n. EEZIEF gas station a place at the side of a road where you
take your car to buy petrol/ gas, oil, etc. SZENNHLL
3. license v. to give sb official permission to do, own, or use sth it/ ; i8]

Assuming_companies do not mine the glacier ice itself, they will bottle only the meltwater
that flows out of glaciers in summer. It is true that Himalayan glaciers on the Tibet-Qinghai
plateau have retreated over the past 30 years by about 15%. But this is because of
climate change. Bottling will not cause them to lose mass any quicker.

Vocab
1. assuming conj(i&1a). suppose that sth is true so that you can talk about what the


dic://exhausted

results might be Ri%... 3K ; R0
2. plateau n. an area of flat land that is higher than the land around it /&
3. retreat v. =recede to move away or back BFF ; BX ; 1IBX  BIE

e.g. The flood waters slowly retreated. JHKIEIEMHIE,
4. b

Sentence
Assuming_companies do not mine the glacier ice itself

Assuming LLEAbEBEE T that NZiZE Assuming (that) companies .....

Bottling will not cause them to lose mass any quicker.

Bottling XEBfEAXMBUKRARN, BN ZMBUKNATEAZSEIRERZEK

Nor will the bottled-water industry have much impact on the volume of water that flows
from Tibet—a crucial source for neighbouring countries as well as China itself. About 1
billion people depend on the giant rivers—the Yellow river, the Brahmaputra, the Indus,
the Ganges, the Yangzi, the Mekong and the Salween—that rise in the Himalayas, a
region with the largest reserves of fresh water after the north and south poles. The
manufacturing of bottled water consumes three times more water than ends up being
sold. Yet even the projected expansion of Tibet’s bottled-water output would amount to
only a tiny fraction of the region’s runoff.

Vocab

1. impact on X...F=4 200

2. neighbouring adj. located or living near or next to a place or person SBFRY ; ffhifr
1Y ; BEESBRY

3. Himalayas n. a vast mountain system in southern Asia, extending 2,400 km (1,500
miles) from Kashmir eastwards to Assam * = 7| LBk

4. afraction of n. M&;/)\fn;—s )L A fraction of something is a tiny amount or proportion
of it.

5. runoff n. rain, water or other liquid that runs off land into streams and

rivers ([N, ZKEEMRAN ) HERER

Sentence

About 1 billion people depend on the giant rivers—the Yellow river, the Brahmaputra, the
Indus, the Ganges,_the Yangzi, the Mekong_and the Salween—that rise in the Himalayas,
a region with the largest reserves of fresh water after the north and south poles.

F14): people depend on the giant rivers.

the Yellow river......that rise in the Himalayas.... XA E G rivers, BIFIER

a region with the .... X GBI ERFR T QM rivers, ARBALLALZFE T B IEARAIMNR RHTR KR
ith

More worrying is the possible threat that the industry will pose to the Tibetan
environment. China has an atrocious record of looking after its pristine areas. Liu
Honggiao of China Water Risk, an NGO, says no water company has published any
environmental-impact study in Tibet. The bottling_industry may spawn_other, heavy-
polluting_ones, on the plateau, for the production of bottles and the plastic they use.




Vocab
1.pose v. =4 (o)) ; &R (Eifh. EFESE) If something poses a problem or a
danger, it is the cause of that problem or danger.
EENNRIAE pose a threat to XT...F=E Bl
2. atrocious adj. = terrible very bad or unpleasant &8 ; +919 K8
3. spawn v. (often disapproving) to cause sth to develop or be produced 5|% ; 5|

e ; S5 ; &8k

Sentence
The bottling industry may spawn other, heavy-polluting ones, on the plateau, for the
production of bottles and the plastic they use.

F14) The bottling_industry may spawn_other

heavy-polluting ones fE other BIEIfI1E, XEXRR, 5| AHMIESRENTIL
on the plateau ifsUIKIE, 81 other

for the production of bottles and the plastic they use [EEIAIE, EHE(EHE other

Tibet’s government is bribing_bottlers with tax cuts, tax holidays and cheap loans. It
charges companies only 3 yuan (50 cents) to extract a cubic metre of water, compared
with up to 50 yuan elsewhere. But the government in Beijing may have other plans.
Alarmed by water scarcity, it wants to reduce groundwater extraction. It has plans for a
nationwide cap_in 2020 and wants all provinces—even water-rich ones like Tibet—to set
quotas for water use. This may make Tibet’s policies unsustainable (which may be no bad
thing). In Jilin province in the north-east, the local government had even more ambitious
plans than Tibet’s for ramping up mineral-water production. But it was forced to cut them
by half because of mandated quotas. Bubbles, it seems, are an integral part of China’s
bottled-water business.

Vocab
1. bribe v. to give sb money or sth valuable in order to persuade them to help
you, especially by doing sth dishonest [@ (A ) {7 ; WM&
2. tax holidays T/ EEER
3. compared with #Zi&7M18 5...48BEE;#0.. . EE#ESE If you say, for example, that one thing
is large or small compared with another or compared to another, you mean that it is
larger or smaller than the other thing.
4. scarcity n. =shortage if there is ascarcity of sth, there is not enough of it and
it is difficult to obtain it = ; A& ; &L
5. cap n. an upper limit on an amount of money that can be spent or borrowed by
a particular institution or in a particular situation ( BJFEERI{EREN ) R=IRET
6. ambitious adj. determined to be successful, rich, powerful, etc. BEOH ; B
£

e.g. a fiercely ambitious young manager SNG4 IE
7.ramp up § ramp something up (especially in reference to the production of goods)

increase or cause to increase in amount (fIEEGEAT™) (F) K&
e.g. they ramped up production to meet booming demand. {13 K4 = Ai# & TR IS
KHEES



8. mandated adj. required by law {&K%ERY ; IRERERKAY

e.g. a mandated curriculum JEXEIRE
9. integral adj. EZARY;MNEMAFTVTFER Something that is an integral part of something
is an essential part of that thing.

e.g. Anxiety is integral to the human condition. £ [E 2 AEMNELREFIRRZ—.

Sentence
Tibet’s government is bribing bottlers with tax cuts

bribe [RZ[[)... {THERNER, BXE, RRNABBITABMES VKNS bottlers.

It has plans for a nationwide cap in 2020 and wants all provinces—even water-rich ones
like Tibet—to set quotas for water use.

F+: it has plans

for a nationwide cap... IXE&plan B EIE
even water-rich.... X BERR

to set quotas.... EiB4MNEIE? ?

From the print edition: China

Mineral water
High-altitude thirst

ook iR e E

Bottling Himalayan water could be bad for the region's environment.
B HRUHEDK) N K N, FT REZE 12 1 DAY R4 DR B 55 55 i o

CHINA is so vast, it quickly becomes the largest market for almost anything it consumes.
Such is the case with bottled water. Chinese drink 40 billion litres (70 billion pints) of the
stuff each year, up over 13-fold since 1998. That growth has a long way to go if China ever
consumes as much per person as Mexico.

FEMARYIE, TIEH S 2SR A LR RITTY . HAKW G5 T E AN
R 940012 Tt (G 70012 M) K, 519984tk Ltk 7135 % . EA MAEH
FKH NI S & ARV AR A ROKH) & 8 25 1] o

But finding clean supplies is difficult; rivers, lakes and even groundwater in China are often
foul. Hence the huge demand for a seemingly inexhaustible source of pristine water that is
cheap to extract, sells at a premium and can now, thanks to massive investment in
infrastructure, be taken to coastal cities: Tibetan glaciers.

B S T KRR B E AR I L = T K R R . Rz A
R HZ AW BERRM I RIS K F Db NG EE, WEREN L. IES T TBUF
BRI ) R S350 . Pa K 1 K 22 A T A T vl i E R oK



Tibet already sells Qomolangma Glacier water, named after the Tibetan word for Mount
Everest. Last year Sinopec, a state-owned energy group, put another brand on sale at its
petrol stations: Tibet 5100. It is bottled 5,100 metres (16,700 feet) up in the Nyenchen
Tanglha range. The Tibetan government has licensed 28 more companies to increase the
province's bottling capacity 50-fold by 2020.

PR X EL 2T 4A A TRAB I KK, ISRB RIS HRGE 9 4. R4F, PEEARIEE
sSk——rmE AL, WAL T A CH S 510078 8k )13 RK . BUK B S B R
51000k (ZJ167005 ) Ab, FFAERET AN o PRI C2e il 1285 20 mJT R
K, FHEAE20204F A AT K P Y K501 o

Assuming companies do not mine the glacier ice itself, they will bottle only the meltwater
that flows out of glaciers in summer. It is true that Himalayan glaciers on the Tibet-Qinghai
plateau have retreated over the past 30 years by about 15%. But this is because of climate
change. Bottling will not cause them to lose mass any quicker.

USRS 2 T BT RN, i BEBUN B R vk oK F ik . 7Eid 2 304F -,
TR R LB S RIHE KN BB T 2015% , X ARG, (R IXHR f UL
X PHE K A BOK 77 I A2 I vk 1 22 ) 3R

Nor will the bottled-water industry have much impact on the volume of water that flows
from Tibet—a crucial source for neighbouring countries as well as China itself. About 1
billion people depend on the giant rivers—the Yellow river, the Brahmaputra, the Indus, the
Ganges, the Yangzi, the Mekong and the Salween—that rise in the Himalayas, a region
with the largest reserves of fresh water after the north and south poles. The manufacturing
of bottled water consumes three times more water than ends up being sold. Yet even the
projected expansion of Tibet's bottled-water output would amount to only a tiny fraction of
the region's runoff.

VG 3 1t DX A r R L 408 ] P B K UM, R RO B SR I AS 2 0PI SR K i B e AR AR K
oo VYRR AR B R S WX —, AR T IR pa il . BVl FEE BRI, EPEE
W ER KIL AW DURRIL, #RAET S DR, 200 10{2 N KX LR A
o HEKHER SRS, HRERKRERAEKENZM42, (H SRR R B
bo, PR KO TR B TR K B AT &L — 8.

More worrying is the possible threat that the industry will pose to the Tibetan environment.
China has an atrocious record of looking after its pristine areas. Liu Honggiao of China
Water Risk, an NGO, says no water company has published any environmental-impact
study in Tibet. The bottling industry may spawn other, heavy-polluting ones, on the plateau,
for the production of bottles and the plastic they use.

RZ NG, AT K T a0 P PSS ) B R o o B AR S A b X OR3P 7 1T 95 1R BREBHE
JEBURFLH 2 [ A XU T BA DRI A2 G XM AR e, 24 A1k, AT — S K 23 A
RAT I ABATT R e VU M IR A ST . TR R b, KA AR R BT, AT IR
dt, AT BB LA FLAM A BTG BeA Tl

Tibet's government is bribing bottlers with tax cuts, tax holidays and cheap loans. It
charges companies only 3 yuan (50 cents) to extract a cubic metre of water, compared
with up to 50 yuan elsewhere. But the government in Beijing may have other plans.
Alarmed by water scarcity, it wants to reduce groundwater extraction. It has plans for a
nationwide cap in 2020 and wants all provinces—even water-rich ones like Tibet—to set
quotas for water use. This may make Tibet's policies unsustainable (which may be no bad



thing) . In Jilin province in the north-east, the local government had even more ambitious
plans than Tibet's for ramping up mineral-water production. But it was forced to cut them
by half because of mandated quotas. Bubbles, it seems, are an integral part of China's
bottled-water business.

VUG B el ARESEFHORM TR AOL# « FEPURHIX., MIFR—3LT7KK, B
R 2 AR R MBIE (50365y) . e H A7 20 S0 A BB . (HZ, ok
B A HABEI R BURFIS SR T K IR Bk Z . AR B8/ R KRR . 20204F,
KRBT B E 2K RIER L, fBRAER ., SFGREREKEREEREG ., #HE
ARG K G IR P R B B R X —BOR AT RE & Ui BT I BOR TC ik 4E 5 (BRI
AR o FEPEZRALERE G, 4 HBUN A E LV BOBUNT EO B O i T — — KA
PEISROK B RBORF X — IR BRI SEHE AR P B . RO, IIRE
I LB A ML AN T B AR — 5 o



