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Genetically modified crops
Gene-policy transfer

China may relax its almost total ban on growing GM food
Apr 23rd 2016 | BEIJING | From the print edition

AFTER years of fierce debate in China about whether to allow widespread growing
of genetically modified (GM) food crops, a strong signal emerged in 2013 that the
leadership wanted to push ahead. It was given in a speech on agricultural policy by
President Xi Jinping. In it he recounted his own experience of hunger during China’s
great famine in the early 1960s. He also recalled lean times later that decade during
the Cultural Revolution when he went months without “seeing the tiniest drop of oil”
or “knowing the taste of meat”. He said that guaranteeing China’s “food security”
was still a serious worry. Hinting_at what he saw as a possible remedy, he said
China must “occupy the commanding_heights of transgenic technology” and not
yield that ground to “big_foreign firms”.

Vocab
1. widespread adj. existing or happening over a large area or among many people 5%/
8 ; EEn ; ze

e.g. widespread damage JZAUIRIR
2. push ahead phrasal verb. ##; 4T If you push ahead or push forward with something,
you make progress with it.

e.g. The government intends to push ahead with its reform programme. BUF$T E#E#H E g E 1t
X,
3. recount v. ~sth (to sb) to tell sb about sth, especially sth that you have
experienced ik , fA (FEBEH)

e.g. They recounted what had happened during those years. fB{{J&UAR 7 HRLLEER KL
%,
4. famine n. a lack of food during a long period of time in a region 5%

e.g. a severe famine =&
5. Cultural Revolution X &
6. hint at v. B&/;/~& If you hint at something, you suggest it in an indirect way.

e.g. Criticism is hinted at, but never made explicit... it 1S 2205182, (EMAKRIR,
7. remedy n. =solution a way of dealing with or improving an unpleasant or difficult
situationfbIH757% ; BUHIEHE ; *ME
8. commanding adj. if you are in a commanding position or have acommanding lead,
you are likely to win a race or competition BB ; BB (I50TEREERIEaEL

==

=)

Sentence

Hinting at what he saw as a possible remedy, he said China must “occupy the commanding
heights of transgenic technology” and not yield that ground to “big foreign firms”.

E7F: he said China.....

Hinting at what... 721X B RS 1th FixAY




Twenty years earlier, visiting European scientists had been flabbergasted at how
much progress China appeared to be making in this area. Unlike the Europeans,
who had had to beg_regulators for permission to experiment with a few hundred
square metres of GM plants, their Chinese counterparts were conducting_trials
across tens of thousands of hectares.

Vocab
1. flabbergasted adj. =astonished extremely surprised and/ or shocked XIiz—{x ; BEEO

R

e.g. Everybody was flabbergasted when | announced | was going to emigrate to Australia. FXE
HEBRERAFILE, FRIEARIRRT .
2. regulator n. a person or an organization that officially controls an area of business or
industry and makes sure that it is operating fairly ( ZTWEH ) KEE | BEVME
3. counterpart n. =opposite number a person or thing that has the same position or
function as sb/ sth else in a different place or situation BR{s; ( S/EFR ) THEHIA ; JIMAYEE
)
4. conduct v. to organize and/ or do a particular activity 28483 ; &HE ; 5ChE ; $iT
to conduct an experiment/ an inquiry/ a survey

Sentence

Unlike the Europeans, who had had to beg regulators for permission to experiment with a few
hundred square metres of GM plants, their Chinese counterparts were conducting_trials across
tens of thousands of hectares.

3—1): who had had to beg..... X2 &IfifJ=Z Europeans 51X European scientists
AFFF=2: Chinese counterparts were conducting trails across....

Since then, however, Chinese policy had grown much more conservative, for two
main reasons. The first is anxiety among some members of the public about the
safety of GM foods. The other is a worry that China’s food market might become
reliant on foreign GM technology. True, a large share of the soyabeans imported by
China are genetically modified. So is the vast majority of the cotton it grows. In
2015 there were more than 6.6m farmers growing GM cotton, and a total of 3.7m
hectares of GM crops under cultivation, including cotton and papaya, according to
Randy Hautea of the International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-biotech
Applications, an industry group. But the government has been reluctant to approve
the growing of GM staples such as maize (corn) and rice.

Vocab
1. conservative adj. opposed to great or sudden social change; showing that you prefer
traditional styles and values {£<F8Y ; <FIHEY

e.g. the conservative views of his parents {thA2BHHHRTS
2. reliant adj. =dependent ~ on/upon sb/sth needing sb/ sth in order to survive, be
successful, etc. {KEMERY ; KEERY
3. soya bean n. atype of BEAN, originally from SE Asia, that is used instead of meat or
animal PROTEIN in some types of food X&
4. cultivation n. the preparation and use of land for growing plants or crops #ft ; f{g ;
P AL

e.g. rice/ wheat, etc. cultivation 7K#. /N\EFHFNE


dic://bean
dic://protein

5. reluctant adj. ~ (to do sth) hesitating before doing sth because you do not want to do
it or because you are not sure that it is the right thing to do R~EERY ; #5889

e.g. She was reluctant to admit she was wrong. IAREFIAECHE.
6. staple n. a basic type of food that is used a lot EA8Y) ; £8

e.g. Aid workers helped distribute corn, milk and other staples. 1A REND &Y.
SR EMHFEIRYD.

Concerns about China’s growing dependence on food imports (see chart) may be
causing policymakers to rethink. This year’s Document Number One, the name
given to an annual statement on_agriculture that is released by the leadership in
January, said for the first time that China would “carefully promote” GM food crops.
On April 13th Liao Xiyuan, an official at the agriculture ministry, said China planned
to “push forward” commercial cultivation of GM maize over the next five years.

Vocab
1. dependence n. (ATHINTTEER) K&, ¥ Your dependence on something or
someone is your need for them in order to succeed or be able to survive.
2. policymaker n. (BUR) BERHIEE, RZEA In politics, policymakers are people who are
involved in making policies and policy decisions.
3. statement n. =declaration ~ (on/about sth) a formal or official account of facts or
opinions =88 ; fRiA ; RS
4. push forward = push ahead PHRASAL VERB #i#; #1T If you push ahead or push
forward with something, you make progress with it.

e.g. The government intends to push ahead with its reform programme. BUiF$T E#EH E i E 1T

o

Sentence

This year’s Document Number One, the name given to an annual statement on_agriculture that is
released by the leadership in January, said for the first time that China would “carefully promote”
GM food crops.

ZFF: Document Number One said China would....

F[8] the name given to {9 Document Number One BY[E{i71E, 1&1H Document Number One

Worries about foreign domination of GM technology may ease if a $43 billion deal
reached in February goes ahead for the takeover of Syngenta, a Swiss agricultural
firm, by a Chinese company, ChemChina. The acquisition must still be approved by
regulators in several countries, but it could give China control of Syngenta’s
valuable GM-seed patents.

Vocab
1. ease v. =alleviate to become or to make sth less unpleasant, painful, severe,
etc. (fif) &R, Wiz ; &R
e.g. This should help ease the pain. XiZzBEHFHRES.
2. takeover n. an act of taking control of a company by buying most of its shares It ; 1%
W #=E
e.g. a takeover bid for the company
3. acquisition n. a company, piece of land, etc. bought by sb, especially another
company; the act of buying it WE&4) ; WWHIAE ; WERF ; WE ; i
e.g. They have made acquisitions in several EU countries. fB{{ 17/ L/ MR EIZR WL 7 —L&



=k,

4. patent n. an official right to be the only person to make, use or sell a product or an
invention; a document that proves this EFIiY ; EFIEPH

Sentence

Worries about foreign domination of GM technology may ease if a $43 billion deal reached in
February goes ahead for the takeover of Syngenta, a Swiss agricultural firm, by a Chinese
company, ChemChina.

FF: ..mayease XE ease AN, FNELRE

if a $43.... EZMHIRIBIND

a Swiss agricultural firm &4 Syngenta

China’s policymakers may be trying to bring belated order to what is already
thought to be the widespread, illegal, growing of GM crops. Greenpeace, an NGO,
reported in January that 93% of samples taken from maize fields in Liaoning
province in the north-east tested positive for genetic modification, as did nearly all
the seed samples and maize-based foods it gathered at supermarkets in the area.
Anti-GM campaigners in China may be too late in trying to close the barn door.

Vocab
1. belated adj. coming or happening late IB3EHY ; BEHHIAY

e.g. a belated birthday present iIR3R894 B#L4D
2. Greenpeace n. (fRIFIMRERBMIGRENIRY) “REFMT"HLR
3. NGO abbr. non-governmental organization (a charity, association, etc. that is
independent of government and business ) JEBFFHELR (I FEAFREFRNEETIE. the
%)
4. modification n. =adaptation ~ (of/to/in sth) the act or process of changing sth in
order to improve it or make it more acceptable; a change that is made {&2{ ; Bu# ; N
5. campaigner n. a person who leads or takes part in a campaign, especially one for
political or social change ( JUEBUAEHSZRN ) IZaINSE | EZaIENE
6. barn door the large door of a barn *« BEA|]

Sentence

Greenpeace, an NGO, reported in January that 93% of samples taken from maize fields in
Liaoning_province in the north-east tested positive for genetic modification, as did nearly all the
seed samples and maize-based foods it gathered at supermarkets in the area.

FF Greenpeace reported

that 93% of samples taken from maize fields {&{fiX reported

From the print edition: China

http://www.economist.com/news/china/21697272-china-may-relax-its-almost-total-ban-
growing-gm-food-gene-policy-transfer
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FRILDIVEY) . SREEDY, FREUR

China may relax its almost total ban on growing GM food.
o ] SR T LT A AR AP R AR A

AFTER vyears of fierce debate in China about whether to allow widespread growing of
genetically modified (GM) food crops, a strong signal emerged in 2013 that the leadership
wanted to push ahead. It was given in a speech on agricultural policy by President Xi
Jinping. In it he recounted his own experience of hunger during China’s great famine in the
early 1960s. He also recalled lean times later that decade during the Cultural Revolution
when he went months without “seeing the tiniest drop of oil” or “knowing the taste of meat”.
He said that guaranteeing China’s “food security” was still a serious worry. Hinting at what
he saw as a possible remedy, he said China must “occupy the commanding heights of
transgenic technology” and not yield that ground to “big foreign firms”.

KT RV F L R EEY R RAME . P EESSBAENBIISHZ )R, T20134H
T —ANEANRGET: SRR —BUK. X — {9 — R TR
WESR I PEE . FEPRERE A . YRR T B C7E201H 604 R Rt B R YLAN
WHIPURZ T . IFIEZ 7R TORMISUE Ry HAEh 35 & A . S R BE” . “
FHABR"s 2 EE LA, ORI E AR R PR 0 — N AR YA E . s~ E O
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Twenty years earlier, visiting European scientists had been flabbergasted at how much
progress China appeared to be making in this area. Unlike the Europeans, who had had to
beg regulators for permission to experiment with a few hundred square metres of GM
plants, their Chinese counterparts were conducting trials across tens of thousands of
hectares.

FLAE AR AR R A RGN S AT R A 2 e X 4R B K R i £ I
BT o WU h 7 ARAR L I R B F R RAEYIAER [ AR B E R 25K, HrpE
R 5 BRI IR, JH i S it )k B P AR L 220K ) 1 28003 23 Bt

Since then, however, Chinese policy had grown much more conservative, for two main
reasons. The first is anxiety among some members of the public about the safety of GM
foods. The other is a worry that China’s food market might become reliant on foreign GM
technology. True, a large share of the soya beans imported by China are genetically
modified. So is the vast majority of the cotton it grows. In 2015 there were more than 6.6m
farmers growing GM cotton, and a total of 3.7m hectares of GM crops under cultivation,
including cotton and papaya, according to Randy Hautea of the International Service for
the Acquisition of Agri-biotech Applications, an industry group. But the government has
been reluctant to approve the growing of GM staples such as maize (corn) and rice.
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Concerns about China’s growing dependence on food imports may be causing
policymakers to rethink. This year’s Document Number One, the name given to an annual
statement on agriculture that is released by the leadership in January, said for the first time
that China would “carefully promote” GM food crops. On April 13th Liao Xiyuan, an official
at the agriculture ministry, said China planned to “push forward” commercial cultivation of
GM maize over the next five years.
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Worries about foreign domination of GM technology may ease if a $43 billion deal reached
in February goes ahead for the takeover of Syngenta, a Swiss agricultural firm, by a

Chinese company, ChemChina. The acquisition must still be approved by regulators in
several countries, but it could give China control of Syngenta’s valuable GM-seed patents.
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China’s policymakers may be trying to bring belated order to what is already thought to be
the widespread, illegal, growing of GM crops. Greenpeace, an NGO, reported in January
that 93% of samples taken from maize fields in Liaoning province in the north-east tested
positive for genetic modification, as did nearly all the seed samples and maize-based
foods it gathered at supermarkets in the area. Anti-GM campaigners in China may be too
late in trying to close the barn door.
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