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Porters in Chongqing
Bang bang, | hit the ground

Vocab
1. w

[E X ighit:

XA SRR, S ZE.

conquer — MIEEMFIZS, PEAE.

overcome — ZIEHM T RIFMENARA, WEBNARIINE. BERBOIEENFIES
FRER RS ERINT 5 .

overthrow — 1EH)REM F, FHERDSHMAL,

defeat » EEAIE, ZIEEATF. tEF . TEIAHCPRHMXTF, MEMFAE L,

beat - EIEYA]H, 7] S5defeatitF,

subdue — IETXAIE, Sconquer@ X, ERIALXMENERIAS; thalBERRK, RKFeHl. EH
RBIE. MEE,

XLEAIEEITZE.

beat - LBRIE, X2, BESETE. Y. SEFKFPIEITHARE.

strike —» L@MAE, ZIERARFRA—RIETE.

hit - Z@A1E, ESstrikeit, MEBBMIET, BEBAHEH.

thrash — IEEARTFHETFERET.

whip — ZI5E#EFHIT.

Patterns:
( to hit/strike the ground/floor/wall
Sentence

The decline of a great urban institution

Vocab
1. institution n. IXEHEH M X a custom or system that has existed for a long time among
a particular group of people ( B3REARY) KUAIE , IE

e.g. the institution of marriage {EIRHIE

Apr 16th 2016 | CHONGQING | From the print edition

YU XIAOYAN waits for work in the rain, sitting on a bamboo pole near the centre of
Chonggqing, a large city in the south-west. A wiry 60-year-old with pepper-and-salt
hair, a wispy beard and an air of resignation, he muses: “I’ve been here 20 years,
and it’s never been so tough.” He is what locals call a bangbang_man.

Vocab
1. pepper-and-salt adj. (also salt-and-'pepper) (especially of hair/t3gsk% ) having two
colours that are mixed together, especially a dark colour and a light one F&EEHY ;

(718 ) mxeEEr , HEr



2. wispy adj. consisting of small, thin pieces; not thick —#4480Y ; —2828RY ; BERAY ; 4740
Y
e.g. a wispy beard —#4H80
3. muses V. to say sth to yourself in a way that shows you are thinking carefully about
it MEESEEIE
e.g. 'l wonder why?' she mused. "XEAHAR ? "WESFFEEEC,
4. wiry adj. =sinewy (of a person A ) thin but strong EM£53CAY
Sentence
He is what locals call a bangbang man.
*+1& he, 1B1F is, what UM EI5 | S EIFEMG)

Bang means stick. Mr Yu is one of the porters who for generations have hauled the
worldly goods of Chongging from the Yangzi and Jialing rivers on which the city
sits, and up its precipitous slopes, using only bamboo and string. Everything from
wide-screen televisions and blocks of ice to bricks and car tyres is tied to a short
pole and hoisted onto willing shoulders. The bangbang brigade is unique to
Chongging and an emblem of the city (also once distinguished for the rarity of
bicycles; as China gets richer, they are becoming rarer everywhere). In 2014 when Li
Kegiang, the prime minister, paid a visit, he called the bangbang men “a symbol of
the Chinese people’s hard-working spirit”.

Vocab
1. haul v. to pull sth/ sb with a lot of effort ( B/7) #&, 17, 18
e.g. The wagons were hauled by horses. BRLUE8ZERIHIN,
2. worldly adj. [only before noun] connected with the world in which we live rather than with
spiritual things 2oHAY ; HIAAY ; HEY
e.g. your worldly goods (= the things that you own J{R M ARG
3. precipitous adj. =sheer very steep, high and often dangerous [EIERY ; BGUSAHY ; IEKRAY
e.g. a precipitous drop at the side of the road 1BE—5=FEFEAIIKE
4. slope n. =incline a surface or piece of land that slopes (= is higher at one end than
the other) £ ; iFith
5. hoist v. to raise or pull sth up to a higher position, often using ropes or special
equipment B ; 17 ; fiis
e.g. He hoisted himself onto a high stool. #5854 F 7T —iKEEF,
6. brigade EEESHEBFHEIFRM) —& A, Bk You can use brigade to refer to a group of
people who believe strongly in a particular thing or who share a particular characteristic.
7. emblem n. something that represents a perfect example or a principle &1 ; fr&
e.g. The dove is an emblem of peace. RBFEFFHISAL,
8. distinguished adj. very successful and admired by other people Skl ; 78HHY ; 2
e.g. a distinguished career in medicine FEEZATIHANEIELE
9. rarity n. the quality of being rare #&8 ; &I
e.g. The value of antiques will depend on their condition and rarity. IFE=RNMBEKEI
RERRIIHEEEME.
Sentence
as China gets richer..... while sth else is happening 23..(7 ; [E&
e.g. As she grew older she gained in confidence. FEEFERAIIEKIAIE OIZE T,

But the trade is dying. “When | first came,” says Mr Yu, “there were thousands of



bangbang_men and plenty of work, but not any more.” According to a documentary
made in 2015 for state television, the city had over 300,000 stick men in the late
1990s. Now there are only 3,000. “No one with any education would become a
bangbang man,” says Mr Yu. “It’s all old people.”

Vocab
1. state television ERBMAA, XBIEHRREBENE
Sentence

F3 stick men 188151 %, L8 bangbang men AR T3XH) porters F{L#R RIS
{ bangbang brigade %% !

He is right. A study in 2015 of 400 porters by Chen Hong, Liu Dapei and Du

Zhongbo of Chongging Normal University found that two-thirds of them were over
50. “The decline in the profession symbolises the ageing of Chinese society,” says
Zhou Xuexin, dean of the Chongqing Economic and Social Development Institute.

Vocab
1. symbolize v. =represent to be a symbol of sth &1iF ; .. IS ; £F
2.dean n. a person in a university who is in charge of a department of studies ( XZHY )

Fhibtik  REE

It also reflects improvements in urban infrastructure. When roads were unpaved and
buildings lacked lifts, brawn was the only way to move goods up and down the
steep hills and into tower blocks. But with_better roads and more modern buildings,
that is no longer true. Delivery companies with young men on motorcycles have
taken over, and the remaining bangbang men are coming to terms with modern
technology. They have set up an instant-messaging group to parcel out the
available jobs.

Vocab
1. brawn n. physical strength {KJ3

e.g. In this job you need brains as well as brawn. I XIR T{EFEERN .
2. steep adj. (of a slope, hill, etc. £, LLIZF) rising or falling quickly, not gradually [F8Y ;
FRELEAY
3. tower block n. (fEAEEL
into flats or offices.
4. take over n. ¥EUWL, ZE(/2E)) If you take over a company, you get control of it, for example
by buying its shares.
5. instant-messaging BIAT &I
6. parcel out FFEIE. 9=; A% If you parcel out something, you divide it into several parts
or amounts and give them to different people.
Sentence
But with better roads and more modern buildings with XBH{#KEMNER because of sth and

as it happens B1F ; BE&

~

HABN)EEREN, BXRKH# Atower block is a tall building divided

Structure
......and the remaining bangbang men are coming to terms with modern technology.......

LT, SIETHBE(NNBRAR, ISR, sIHEXMARERERNASE T/



For Mr Yu, it is too late. “Most people are going back to their villages,” he says. He
turns to write his name, using a finger to draw characters on the wet marble where
he sits; the rain soon washes them away.

Vocab
1. marble n. a type of hard stone that is usually white and often has coloured lines in it.
It can be polished and is used in building and for making statues, etc. XIEH
e.g. a slab/ block of marble —KIEAR
2. wash away H15;%zE If rain or floods wash away something, they destroy it and carry it away.

From the print edition: China

Porters in Chongqing
Bang bang, | hit the ground
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The decline of a great urban institution
— Rl KUA I T o
YU XIAOYAN waits for work in the rain, sitting on a bamboo pole near the centre of
Chongqing, a large city in the south-west. A wiry 60-year-old with pepper-and-salt
hair, a wispy beard and an air of resignation, he muses: "I've been here 20 years,
and it's never been so tough." He is what locals call a bangbang man.
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Bang means stick. Mr Yu is one of the porters who for generations have hauled the
worldly goods of Chongqing from the Yangzi and Jialing rivers on which the city
sits, and up its precipitous slopes, using only bamboo and string. Everything from
wide-screen televisions and blocks of ice to bricks and car tyres is tied to a short
pole and hoisted onto willing shoulders. The bangbang brigade is unique to
Chongging and an emblem of the city (also once distinguished for the rarity of
bicycles; as China gets richer, they are becoming rarer everywhere). In 2014 when Li
Keqiang, the prime minister, paid a visit, he called the bangbang men "a symbol of
the Chinese people's hard-working spirit".
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But the trade is dying. When I first came," says Mr Yu, "there were thousands of
bangbang men and plenty of work, but not any more." According to a documentary
made in 2015 for state television, the city had over 300,000 stick men in the late
1990s. Now there are only 3,000. "No one with any education would become a
bangbang man," says Mr Yu. "It's all old people."
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He is right. A study in 2015 of 400 porters by Chen Hong, Liu Dapei and Du

Zhongbo of Chongqing Normal University found that two-thirds of them were over

50. "The decline in the profession symbolises the ageing of Chinese society," says

Zhou Xuexin, dean of the Chongqing Economic and Social Development Institute.
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It also reflects improvements in urban infrastructure. When roads were unpaved and
buildings lacked lifts, brawn was the only way to move goods up and down the
steep hills and into tower blocks. But with better roads and more modern buildings,
that is no longer true. Delivery companies with young men on motorcycles have
taken over, and the remaining bangbang men are coming to terms with modern
technology. They have set up an instant-messaging group to parcel out the
available jobs.
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For Mr VYu, it is too late. "Most people are going back to their villages," he says. He
turns to write his name, using a finger to draw characters on the wet marble where
he sits; the rain soon washes them away.
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