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A new railway to Tibet
Doubling down

Plans for a new railway line into Tibet pose a huge technological challenge—and a
political one
May 21st 2016 | LITANG | From the print edition

Vocab

1. pose a challenge ¥JmiHkEL

Sentence

and a political one. iX 2 one 5t challenge

“A COLOSSAL roller-coaster” is how a senior engineer described it. He was talking
about the railway that China plans to build from the lowlands of the south-west,
across some of the world’s most forbidding terrain, into Tibet. Of all the country’s
railway-building feats in recent years, this will be the most remarkable: a 1,600-
kilometre (1,000-mile) track that will pass through snow-capped mountains in a
region racked by earthquakes, with nearly half of it running through tunnels or over
bridges. It will also be dogged all the way by controversy.

Vocab
1. colossal adj. extremely large EX8Y ; FERHY

e.g. The singer earns a colossal amount of money. BERFINERT AL T .
2. roller-coaster n. a track at a FAIRGROUND that goes up and down very steep
slopes and that people ride on in a small train for fun and excitement ( E&iZAY)
HWE , NBE
3. lowland adj. compare: highland connected with an area of land that is fairly flat and
not very high above sea level {[ittfY
4. terrain n. used to refer to an area of land when you are mentioning its natural features,
for example, if it is rough, flat, etc. ttffZ ; #h#d ; s
5. snow-capped adj. (of mountains and hills LL| ) covered with snow on top TSt E B =Y
6. rack v.to make sb suffer great physical or mental pain (EEEAE ;| (FFIHE
7.dog v. E#;37EE;4U4E If problems or injuries dog you, they are with you all the time.
8. controversy n. public discussion and argument about sth that many people strongly
disagree about, disapprove of, or are shocked by ( FFHY ) Fi8 , #HE , 1Bk
9. allthe way BIAEXR
Sentence
Of all the country’s railway-building_feats in recent years iXE &R RMATAENPEMSEEIZFS...
of all: denoting the least likely or expected example

[(RARAAEHFRRAZNEF] TEFRE... P (Rik, #MiE BR)
It will also be dogged all the way by controversy.
XTMEFERR, allthe way EEBREZRNER, N, XTIEATUBEREN, ERSBERELE
FNTE. ZIDERAXMILEERFA—

I3


dic://fairground

Chinese officials have dreamed of such a railway line for a century. In 1912, shortly
after he took over as China’s first president, Sun Yat-sen called for a trans-Tibetan
line, not least to help prevent Tibet from falling under the sway of Britain (which had
already invaded Tibet from India a decade earlier). Mao Zedong revived the idea in
the 1950s. In the years since, many exploratory surveys have been carried out.

Vocab

1. dream v. XEMniE, dream of ARLIEAH, BALIE, BE: B8, /8E If you often think about

something that you would very much like to happen or have, you can say that you dream of it.
e.g. As a schoolgirl, she had dreamed of becoming an actress...}i, 8 S 218 — R 0H

. fall under Y3 A... I F:
e.g. This falls under the heading of scientific research. iX /& Tl F 5789471 ,
3.sway n. power or influence over sb 4tia ; &1 ; <& ; #=# ; ¥
e.g. Rebel forces hold sway over much of the island.iZBRA—ZRDIEHIIEIREFE,
4. exploratory adj. done with the intention of examining sth in order to find out more
about it ;RZFRY ; IRFHY ; HRIVAY ; EIERRY
Sentence
shortly after he took over as China’s first president X2 =1 he, 513 took over fEfEH: i b
RENE—EL5E A X (shortly after)

But it is only after building the world’s second-longest railway network—including,
in the past few years, by far the biggest high-speed one—that China’s government
has felt ready to take on the challenge. It had a warm-up with the construction of
the first railway into Tibet, which opened in 2006. That line, connecting Lhasa with
Golmud in Qinghai province to the north (and extended two years ago from Lhasa
to Tibet’s second city, Shigatse), was proclaimed to be a huge accomplishment. It
included the highest-altitude stretch in the world, parts of it across permafrost. It
required ingenious heat-regulating technology to keep the track from buckling.

Vocab
1. warm-up n. a short practice or a series of gentle exercises that you do to prepare

yourself for doing a particular sport or activity ({ABEsIZEaI ) BMNIEER , BESE ;
=22

e.g. warm-up exercises 5%
2. proclaim v. =declare to publicly and officially tell people about sth important &
. B FR
3. stretch #8oid, XEhighest-altitude stretch BECHAN &iEIkIEEER, area of land or water
ih; Jkif great, huge, large, long, open, vast, wide (R AHI—F; —KF; FEN—F; T
FEN—kR
e.g. A great stretch of ocean lay beneath them. /T FE T E— AR 1T [EHREE,
4. permafrost n. a layer of soil that is permanently frozen, in very cold regions of the
world (T ) IKALE | KKZ
5. ingenious adj. very suitable for a particular purpose and resulting from clever new
ideas #FI5HY ; FEUREHY ; I5WRY
6. buckle v. (A=) (F) T, (fF) A If an object buckles or if
something buckles it, it becomes bent as a result of very great heat or force.



Sentence

1. But it is only after building the world’s second-longest railway network—including, in the past
few years, by far the biggest high-speed one—that China’s government has felt ready to take on
the challenge.

F1F it, 181F is, only after building the world’s second-longest railway network {fE N E1E,
—including, in the past few years, by far the biggest high-speed one TS EE#IE{IIE,
—that China’s government has felt ready to take on the challenge. X2 r] AIBEN EIBEM G, 1%
MERIEIEZ government, i81E has fit

2. That line, connecting Lhasa with Golmud in Qinghai province to the north (and extended two
years ago from Lhasa to Tibet’s second city, Shigatse), was proclaimed to be a huge
accomplishment.

F1ZE line, 1818 was proclaimed =+ : that line was proclaimed to be a huge accomplishment

F1[8] connecting.....second city AEIENENMLE, 81FEIE

China further honed its skills with the opening_of a high-speed line across the
Tibetan plateau in 2014 —though in Qinghai province, rather than in Tibet proper.
But neither track had anything like the natural barriers that the Sichuan-Tibet line
will face. It will be just under half as long again as the existing line to Tibet, but will
take three times longer to build. The second line’s estimated cost of 105 billion yuan
($16 billion) is several times more than the first one. Lhasa is about 3,200 metres
(10,500 feet) higher than Chengdu, yet by the time the track goes up and down on
the way there —crossing_14 mountains, two of them higher than Mont Blanc,
western Europe’s highest mountain—the cumulative ascent will be 14,000 metres.
The existing road from Chengdu to Lhasa that follows the proposed route into Tibet
is a narrow highway notable for the wreckage of lorries that have careered off it.
Some Chinese drivers regard the navigation of Highway 318 as the ultimate proof of
their vehicles’, and their own, endurance.

Vocab
1. hone v. to develop and improve sth, especially a skill, over a period of time E%: , )l|%k
(JCEZ)
e.g. His body was honed to perfection. ISR ERIGE+LS 1%,
2. natural barrier RIAFRE
3. by the time Zl...A9RT 1%
4. cumulative adj. including all the amounts that have been added previously &itfy ; &fH
Y
5. notable adj. ~for = striking deserving to be noticed or to receive attention;
important B5EXEH ; BER ; EEN
6. lorry n. a large vehicle for carrying heavy loads by road £% ; 551I=/5%
7. endurance n. the ability to continue doing sth painful or difficult for a long period of
time without complaining Zfii/7 ; WAL
e.g. He showed remarkable endurance throughout his illness. B EEE/NERKERAFRIHIE
FLESZ2MmE A3,
Sentence
1. China further honed its skills with the opening of a high-speed line across the Tibetan plateau
in 2014 —though in Qinghai province, rather than in Tibet proper.
) FFEF china honed its skills.



with the opening of a high-speed line across the Tibetan plateau in 2014 X2 with [FE A&
XA skills, @id....

—though in Qinghai province, rather than in Tibet proper. with [FEAIEIE, FEERIX high-
speed line EEFEE, MAEFE

2. Lhasa is about 3,200 metres (10,500 feet) higher than Chengdu, yet by the time the track goes
up and down on the way there—crossing 14 mountains, two of them higher than Mont Blanc,
western Europe’s highest mountain—the cumulative ascent will be 14,000 metres

% Lhasa is about 3,200 metres (10,500 feet) higher than Chengdu

....there X B there 23§ Lhasa, B, FEINFIBEGF, #MELNE, BMHX1 there

Work on easier stretches of the railway line, closest to Lhasa and Chengdu
respectively, began in 2014. Now the government appears to be getting ready for
the tougher parts. A national three-year “plan of action”, adopted in March for major
transport-infrastructure projects, mentions the most difficult stretch: a 1,000km link
between Kangding_in Sichuan and the Tibetan prefecture of Linzhi (Nyingchi in
Tibetan). The plan says this should be “pushed forward” by 2018. It will involve 16
bridges to carry the track over the Yarlung Tsangpo river, known downstream as the
Brahmaputra. Dai Bin of Southwest Jiaotong University in Chengdu says the
Chengdu-Lhasa line could be finished by around 2030.

Sentence

1. Work on easier stretches of the railway line, closest to Lhasa and Chengdu respectively, began
in 2014.

-+ Work began in 2014.

closest to Lhasa and Chengdu respectively 12/ stretches

2. A national three-year “plan of action”, adopted in March for major transport-infrastructure
projects, mentions the most difficult stretch: a 1,000km link between Kangding in Sichuan and
the Tibetan prefecture of Linzhi (Nyingchi in Tibetan).

FF: “plan of action” mentions the most difficult stretch.

adopted in March for major transport-infrastructure projects, iXE & IEfZ /) ZHE T which?? {E
EFREMEIEMND, 121 X1 plan

a 1,000km link between Kangding in Sichuan and the Tibetan prefecture of Linzhi (Nyingchi in
Tibetan). F1i& a 1000km, 181E link,

In Litang, a town high up in Sichuan on that difficult stretch, a Tibetan monk speaks
approvingly of the project, which will bring more tourists to the remote community
and its 16th-century monastery (rebuilt since the Chinese air force bombed it in
1956 to crush an uprising). But the impact on Tibet of the Golmud-Lhasa line still
reverberates. It fuelled a tourism boom in Lhasa that attracted waves of ethnic Han
Chinese from other parts of China to work in industries such as catering and
transport. The resentment it created among Tibetans, who felt excluded from the
new jobs, was a big_cause of rioting_in Lhasa in 2008 that ignited_protests across
the plateau. The new line will cut through some of the most restive areas. Since
2011 more than 110 Tibetans are reported to have killed themselves by setting
themselves on fire in protest at China’s crackdown _after the unrest. Some of the
self-immolations have happened in Tibetan-inhabited parts of Sichuan, including
near Litang.




Vocab
1. monk n. a member of a religious group of men who often live apart from other people

in a MONASTERY and who do not marry or have personal possessions {&{8 ; (BT
2. monastery n. a building in which MONKS (= members of a male religious
community) live togetherf2{&f% ; 1&18R% ; Shc
3. bomb v. to attack sb/ sth by leaving a bomb in a place or by dropping bombs from a
plane ZRYF ; XJ.. 32 ¥F38
4. uprising n. =rebellion,revolt a situation in which a group of people join together in
order to fight against the people who are in power &£X ; 25l ; 1&xk
5. impact on 3. =4 FZ0E
6. reverberate v. to have a strong effect on people for a long time or over a large area &
KARZINEN ; P4 2500
e.g. Repercussions of the case continue to reverberate through the financial world. X
USSR SRA,
7. fuel v. to increase sth; to make sth stronger &0 ; JN3& ; R
e.g. Higher salaries helped to fuel inflation. T¥EEREIE R AK.,
8. catering n. the work of providing food and drinks for meetings or social
events ( SWEAREIRY ) IXBIRSS | BFE&DD
e.g. Who did the catering for your son's wedding? {R) L FHNEE 2 BIEFRIH ?
9. resentment n. a feeling of anger or unhappiness about sth that you think is unfair {&
R BIR
e.g. She could not conceal the deep resentment she felt at the way she had been
treated. ZEFMFRIFE | AR OEZIAIEIR,
10. Tibetan n. a native of Tibet or a person of Tibetan descent- &z A ; FiEA
11. riot n. a situation in which a group of people behave in a violent way in a public
place, often as a protest 2|, ; Kl
12. ignite v. 3B ;{FEE If something or someone ignites your feelings, they cause you to
have very strong feelings about something.
13. protest n. the expression of strong disagreement with or opposition to sth; a
statement or an action that shows this ¥1i¥ ; FUulP (F4780) ;| &3S
14. restive adj. unable to stay still, or unwilling to be controlled, especially because you
feel bored or not satisfied ¥Z5INAY ; ERAZAY ; AMHRAY
15. crackdown n. severe action taken to restrict the activities of criminals or of people
opposed to the government or sb in authority ™ EYF]TS ; EE
16. unrest n. a political situation in which people are angry and likely to protest or
fight Z5% ; Z0EL ; Bz
17. self-immolation n. the offering of oneself as a sacrifice, especially by burning; such suicidal
action in the name of a cause or strongly held belief - (/LIERNZ SR ERENT) BIR4AM
(LHEB%R)
Sentence
1. The resentment it created among Tibetans, who felt excluded from the new jobs, was a big
cause of rioting in Lhasa in 2008 that ignited protests across the plateau.
% F The resentment was a big cause.... F1&7 resentment 15154 was,
Hr The resentment it created among Tibetans [/1Z2 &0 7 that, [F4)J9 The resentment (that)
it created among Tibetans, F¥H: #RIE, EEBKRARTAE...
who felt excluded from the new jobs FE[REMEEIEME], F51T1a7 Tibetans
that ignited protests across the plateau. 1M, {Z1ff a big cause, #511X big cause &5


dic://monastery
dic://monks

FELIR

2. Since 2011 more than 110 Tibetans are reported to have killed themselves by setting
themselves on fire in protest at China’s crackdown after the unrest.

%+ Tibetans are reported to have killed themselves

by setting themselves on fire in protest at China’s crackdown after the unrest. Ei¥57: BidiEfh

MNECKREXT (B%) NARN, KNINPENETERELZE

With_spectacular views, the new line is sure to be a big draw. |t is also sure to
attract many migrant workers from Sichuan, a province of 80m people, to cash in
on Tibet’s tourism. The journey time from Chengdu to Lhasa is a gruelling three
days by road, or more than 40 hours by train through Qinghai. The new line will
reduce it to a mere 15 hours.

Vocab
1. draw n. =attraction a person, a thing or an event that attracts a lot of people BIk5|/]
BIA (5E4 )

e.g. She is currently one of the biggest draws on the Irish music scene. it 2B&]
BIR=BRARZNREHNAIZ—,
2. cashin v. to gain an advantage for yourself from a situation, especially in a way
that other people think is wrong or immoral \F&F| ; #EZIFL

e.g. The film studio is being accused of cashing in on the singer's death. BBZREEF 5
2RSS | IR X AR FRITE R
3. gruelling adj. =punishing very difficult and tiring, needing great effort for a long
time EARKAORRY ; ITEAN

e.g. a gruelling journey/ schedule EAHEIRRINRE ; RARIITL

e.g2. I've had a gruelling day. B— X N REEHKEIR.
Sentence
1. With spectacular views X2 with FJLAIRERRL B, 8 (EMISFIEEFIEY)) Someone or
something with a particular feature or possession has that feature or possession.

2. It is also sure to attract many migrant workers from Sichuan, a province of 80m people, to
cash in on Tibet’s tourism.

s®iAa), EH a province of 80m people # Sichuan FI[EI{i1E
to cash in_on Tibet’s tourism. iIXE cash in BYFREEN £

Officials see other benefits. The route will cross a region rich in natural resources,
from timber to copper. It will also, to India’s consternation, pass close to the
contested border between the two countries. (China says India occupies “south
Tibet”, and launched a brief invasion of India there in 1962.) A Chinese government
website, China Tibet News, said in 2014 that building the Sichuan-Tibet railway had
become “extremely urgent”, not just for developing Tibet but also to meet “the
needs of national-defence-building”.

Vocab
1. natural resources n. K#AZR;B#A% R Natural resources are all the land, forests, energy
sources and minerals existing naturally in a place that can be used by people.

e.g. They are looking at ways of reducing the waste of natural resources.ftifi JIE7E 5%

B BARTRRENE.




2. timber n. trees that are grown to be used in building or for making things ( FHF
EERECHIEYIEmAY ) B3R, 7K FaRAAR
3. consternation n. = dismay a worried, sad feeling after you have received an unpleasant
surprise {R15 ; {57

e.g. The announcement of her retirement caused consternation among tennis fans. it
EREREERERS R T RMEKARIZIR.
4. contest n. adispute or conflicts &1¢; F#Hi;, FH; PR
5.launch v. A& (BXER)) ; &K, &5 (FEZEEHEZHF) To launch a large and important
activity, for example a military attack, means to start it.

e.g. The President was on holiday when the coup was launched. iZE & AT, B4 EEER.
Sentence
X—EREMRIAMA, 200X R, F—O5|HEMIFL., BERHTE—TIFL: FENEARA
Ro REBEXFLEAZZITNXE, SIHTEZNFLL: EREE!

Communist party officials in Tibet hope that the new line will be just the start of a
railway-building spree in the once-isolated region. On May 16th Tibet Daily, the
government mouthpiece in Tibet, said that work would start in the coming five years
on around 2,000km of track. It would include a line from Shigatse to Yadong (or
Dromo), near the border with India and Bhutan, and another one to Jilong (or
Gyirong), near the border with Nepal. China’s railway chief talks of “the extreme
importance of railway-building for Tibet’s development and stability”. The region’s
recent history offers scant evidence.

Vocab
1. mouthpiece n. (chiefly derogatory)a person or organization who speaks on behalf of another
person or organization [EZ] XS A ; MEE
2. stability n. =stable the quality or state of being steady and not changing or
being disturbed in any way (= the quality of being stable) f2%& (&) ; 2 (&)
3. scant adj. hardly any; not very much and not as much as there should be —T /289 ; %
N ARERY ; RERRY

e.g. | paid scant attention to what she was saying.F;& A FEMERA.
Sentence
once-isolated region & 251 FA0tX
The region’s recent history offers scant evidence. it A S LRAI—A)1F... £ X railway chief ithe
extreme importance of ...., AIGIE, TRZILE...

From the print edition: China

A new railway to Tibet
Doubling down

B [ DG A B ki - SINTE— 36
Plans for a new railway line into Tibet pose a huge technological challenge—and a political
one.
TR R ) i B R BB R PR — — LU BUA PR AR -
“ACOLOSSAL roller-coaster” is how a senior engineer described it. He was talking about



the railway that China plans to build from the low lands of the south-west, across some of
the world’s most forbidding terrain, into Tibet. Of all the country’s railway-building feats in
recent years, this will be the most remarkable: a 1,600-kilometre (1,000-mile) track that will
pass through snow-capped mountains in a region racked by earthquakes, with nearly half
of it running through tunnels or over bridges. It will also be dogged all the way by
controversy.

“ERANEREINE, IR S TR AE . iR 7 b E R R gk, B
VIR R A AR 4R, Rl — Lt A B S NBMADD AT . BNPUR. YL AER b
PR, X TAR A SR S TC R . KIK160023 B (Z)513005 L) AYHIE R 28832
R ER R E # K, KA PR SRR E . X TR S0k B iR
BLAMZFL o

Chinese officials have dreamed of such a railway line for a century. In 1913, shortly after
he took over as China’s first president, SunYat-sen called for a trans-Tibetan line, not least
to help prevent Tibet from falling under the sway of Britain (which had already invaded
Tibet from India a decade earlier). Mao Zedong revived the idea in the 1950s. In the years
since, many exploratory surveys have been carried out.

HE B R XHE SRR O A — ML T . fE19134F, FEFM ISk T8 — P E A
GG et B i — A SRR . R B R A PR I e E A ZE0E (L B RS
Je[E M ENEE SRR VA 134E 1) o (FEFHE: W RESR HYMURE I Bk . FL7E1899
4, P I VG A% H T S SR P VYR R L BRI AN A T TR B R R R
Bt o Ay BRI X = A0 N TR L A VRO ST 1) F Y Y B TR 4% L AT SO P
DI 22 3 v J i -5 A R B B ARG . ) B A LI AR RO RS TR Bk
Ja . V2 RIS DL SE K

But it is only after building the world’s second-longest railway network—including, in the
past few years, by far the biggest high-speed one —that China’s government has felt ready
to take on the challenge. It had a warm-up with the construction of the first railway into
Tibet, which opened in 2006. That line, connecting Lhasa with Golmud in Qinghai province
to the north (and extended two years ago from Lhasa to Tibet’s second city, Shigatse), was
proclaimed to be a huge accomplishment. It included the highest-altitude stretch in the
world, parts of it across permafrost. It required ingeniou sheat-regulating technology to
keep the track from buckling.

X TR A P e T 58 R BkES Rt (B R KBk RGETESE

56 [ 1) Il Bk B R IR R R AR o )ZFﬁﬁ%m&E tﬁiﬁ£m$$lm@47ﬁ
R KM SRR G — — P EBUF RS H CCEME IR 7. TEESHER 17—k
FRHD BB AR B L I 2006 4F T 38 HY 75 BRI o X 2% LRI BL 1% 1) LA 77 #E A AR /R A
i&tk(ﬁﬁfﬁﬁmﬂM??L@ﬁTﬁﬁ“*kﬁﬁH%W) R — T KA
Mo EUE THARSERMEE, A FM TKAR L XABBIHEEA BT
P TR K ILFIE LT -

China further honed its skills with the opening of a high-speed line across the Tibetan
plateau in 2014—though in Qinghai province, rather than in Tibet proper. But neither track



had anything like the natural barriers that the Sichuan-Tibet line will face. It will be just
under half as long again as the existing line to Tibet, but will take three times longer to
build. The second line’s estimated cost of 105 billion yuan ($16 billion) is several times
more than the first one. Lhasa is about 3,200 metres (10,500 feet) higher than Chengdu,
yet by the time the track goes up and down on the way there —crossing 14 mountains, two
of them higher than Mont Blanc, western Europe’s highest mountain—the cumulative
ascent will be 14,000 metres. The existing road from Chengdu to Lhasa that follows the
proposed route into Tibet is a narrow highway notable for the wreckage of lorries that have
careered off it. Some Chinese drivers regard the navigation of Highway 318 as the ultimate
proof of their vehicles’, and their own, endurance.

Hh ] 22l S B A% ST R M B T R B B T ROR L X SRR TE20144ETF
W—— BREHE, MAZEIER VYR (HRA — SR 8B 2 )1 Rk BOR 16 ) AR 57
B BB P i EA) B B N B BUAE T RO B AR A — 5, (E R B S I [ A = A
T MM o 55 A BRI TG 5 AL B A 1050fZ N RTH (414160123800 ) BfsFos—4%
LR o BLEEH IR HL R R 5 32000k  (£)4-105003 K) SR 1HTBL IE I 38 1) 5 2 AR S AR
— — BN AL, HC e e b Y R R e e 2l B S v — — T LR TH IR i B2 K 314000
Ko BUAT A FRCHR 25 DL % A T DS BB e — SR DRI 20 B, XA Bk KT o 0% T v EA BB )
R AN —Lerp E R HUEAES18 il _EAT I XA 1Z i s, MR A S
it ) B AR A o

Work on easier stretches of the railway line, closest to Lhasa and Chengdu respectively,
began in 2014. Now the government appears to be getting ready for the tougher parts. A
national three-year “plan of action”, adopted in March for major transport-infrastructure
projects, mentions the most difficult stretch: a 1,000km link between Kangding in Sichuan
and the Tibetan prefecture of Linzhi (Nyingchi in Tibetan). The plan says this should be
“pushed forward” by 2018. It will involve 16 bridges to carry the track over the Yarlung
Tsangpo river, known downstream as the Brahmaputra. Dai Bin of Southwest Jiaotong
University in Chengdu says the Chengdu-Lhasa line could be finished by around 2030.
RO BRI IR T 201448, G R i n hi iR s i B . BLE, BURPE BERE
20 %) SR E AR i BB HE ST T o — > 5% T 32 AT R Al 8 it s A Y A I R B = 4R AT B
WP HE=Z A B0, HA PR3] T BR A B B 10002y B A 34 4 DU 1|5 R VS AR 22 1)
5o THRIBRX A B BG40 B 7E20 1 84E i B B S i . B3 2 316 B 2R i fi Bk
PTG IL, B R U AT A B SRR GRE TR fEED BEBR N FR A
PLEE RSN, R A K, AR TIE . ) VU RIAE KA SO, T 2 BL 5 A
BT fE20304F 22 o

In Litang, a town high up in Sichuan on that difficult stretch, a Tibetan monk speaks
approvingly of the project, which will bring more tourists to the remote community and its
16th-century monastery (rebuilt since the Chinese air force bombed it in 1956 to crush an
uprising). But the impact on Tibet of the Golmud-Lhasa line still reverberates. It fuelled a
tourism boom in Lhasa that attracted waves of ethnic Han Chinese from other parts of
China to work in industries such as catering and transport. The resentment it created
among Tibetans, who felt excluded from the new jobs, was a big cause of rioting in Lhasa
in 2008 that ignited protests across the plateau. The new line will cut through some of the
most restive areas. Since 2011 more than 110 Tibetans are reported to have killed
themselves by setting themselves on fire in protest at China’s crackdown after the unrest.
Some of the self-immolations have happened in Tibetan-inhabited parts of Sichuan,
including near Litang.



FEVU IS, XA ARAERS B AT e sl /NBL, — AL PSR G AR A TR ZRBEVF . E¥
XA AL /MBI L 161 20 (0 S B i R BE 2 U5 %0 (195648 1K 0 v [ 3 2 T 2 20 T ¢
ZREIN, JaEE) o R PRAAR R AR B IR AR PR T B 5 TR BRI
A, BRG] T R A XA PO N Bt A R ARz el X B0 N L2 1A
W, A1 AR TAERARA THEERTESD . X 2008 4Fhi P AR ELI B 2R A, M W51 AT
KR e BB I (B Al «@BFEE A T BRI ) o XAHT
PRER el AR L iR AR E MK . A 20114ETF 4, Bad 11042 N Ptk i L F A8 A 77 200k
UG EFLARE ) P E BT, — 28 [ FAiNkE C L BUE 1 I 0GR R X, A4
TEPEYERT T o

With spectacular views, the new line is sure to be a big draw. It is also sure to attract many
migrant workers from Sichuan, a province of 80m people, to cash in on Tibet’'s tourism.
The journey time from Chengdu to Lhasa is a gruelling three days by road, or more than
40 hours by train through Qinghai. The new line will reduce it to a mere 15 hours.

AR REL, WU E SR 1. FAEAT DA e i, BRI 5] ok 3800075 A
AP P 24T TAF . SEPUm BRI LI . MR B RIEE AR A 2 Bt 3G, AR A 7 52
KNSRI, T HFAL G BT 40 /N o 17 3544 8 DU 47 B i) 4 A AX 1 5/

Officials see other benefits. The route will cross a region rich in natural resources, from
timber to copper. It will also, to India’s consternation, pass close to the contested border
between the two countries. (China says India occupies “south Tibet”, and launched a brief
invasion of India there in 1962.) A Chinese government website, China Tibet News, said in
2014 that building the Sichuan-Tibet railway had become “extremely urgent”, not just for
developing Tibet but also to meet “the needs of national-defence-building”.
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Communist party officials in Tibet hope that the new line will be just the start of a railway-
building spree in the once-isolated region. On May 16th Tibet Daily, the government
mouthpiece in Tibet, said that work would start in the coming five years on around 2,000km
of track. It would include a line from Shigatse to Yadong (or Dromo), near the border with
India and Bhutan, and another one to Jilong (or Gyirong), near the border with Nepal.
China’s railway chief talks of “the extreme importance of railway-building for Tibet’s
development and stability”. The region’s recent history offers scant evidence.
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