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NGOs and religion
Charity ends at home

China’s leader guards against nasty foreign influences
May 7th 2016 | BEIJING | From the print edition

Vocab
1. nasty adj. =mean unkind; unpleasant F7&FHY ; TBEN ; AR

DENG XIAOPING once dismissed worries about unwanted foreign influence by
saying that when you open a window, of course the flies come in, along with the
fresh air. China’s current leader, Xi Jinping, is less insouciant as fly-swatter-in-chief.
Witness,_in the two past weeks, a newly published speech he gave to the Central
Party School, a new law governing foreign non-governmental organisations (NGOs),
signs of an unwelcome policy shift towards religions deemed to be too “foreign”,
and even, on a lighter note, a ban on landlords naming buildings in China after
foreign places (see article).

Vocab
1. dismiss .
2. unwanted adj.
3.fly n. a small flying insect with two wings. There are many different types of fly. 1 ;
chE

e.g. Flies rose in thick black swarms. Sia2EEHEEF K,
4. insouciant adj. JBAKOHTEARZ0ET An insouciant action or quality shows someone's lack
of concern about something which they might be expected to take more seriously.

e.g. Programme-makers seem irresponsibly insouciant about churning out violence.Zg 2 & 1Ll
NAEHEERNEAEZNTRUZIEAR, ELRRED.
5. fly-swatter-in-chief n. BEHBIEIA
6. witness n. evidence ; proof * ifiE; IS
7. deem v. IAJ9;#19;4815 If something is deemed to have a particular quality or to do a
particular thing, it is considered to have that quality or do that thing.

e.g. | was deemed to be a competent shorthand typist. B4 11 A 2 —RBETFHIRICH £ 5,
8. lighter 79 light AIEEERZR: FERRERY
Sentence
Witness,_in the two past weeks, a newly published speech he gave to the Central Party School, a
new law governing foreign non-governmental organisations (NGOs),_signs of an unwelcome
policy shift towards religions deemed to be too “foreign”, and even, on a lighter note, a ban on
landlords naming_buildings in China after foreign places (see article).
A)FEF: he gave to the Central Party School a newly published speech. Itt4bEF T EI%, T
EifthBiEiRAEET
AREEENLTIESHEZE1HIXT a newly published speech

Mr Xi has long been suspicious of Western ideas (except Marxism-Leninism). But
his speech to the party school in Beijing_last December, published in a party



dic://evidence
dic://proof

magazine, Qiushi, on May 1st, was unusually insistent. He repeatedly warned
educational institutions not to deviate from the party line and not to “spread
Western capitalist values”. They did not sound like the words of a reformer.

Vocab
1. suspicious adj. (of/ about sb/ sth) feeling that sb has done sth wrong, illegal or
dishonest, without having any proof BEiRI£EHY ; AEERY
2. unusually insistent FFEHJRE
3. repeatedly adv. EE1th; R Eith; B =1 If you do something repeatedly, you do it many times.
e.g. Both men have repeatedly denied the allegations...Fi ™ A E—B S INIEZ,
4. deviate v. ~ (from sth) to be different from sth; to do sth in a different way from
what is usual or expected BE ; RE ; FH
e.g. The bus had to deviate from its usual route because of a road closure. E NSt
A, AR ERESEMT,
5. capitalist adj. A capitalist country or system supports or is based on the principles of
capitalism.
e.g. ...capitalist economic theory. 55 78 3 Y 225571210
6. reformer n. a person who works to achieve political or social change X&#& ; HE& ; ¥
B&
Sentence
But his speech to the party school in Beijing last December, published in a party magazine,
Qiushi, on May 1st, was unusually insistent.
E+: his speech was unusually insistent.
to the party school in Beijing last December i XE A IAE M EIEMTELRE, FEAFLAJ But his
speech which was the party school in Beijing_last December,
published in a party magazine [EfiIi&, "IIAEMEIBEME, JREIA which was published in a
party magazine

And these were not just words. On April 28th the parliament passed a long-debated
law concerning foreign NGOs. It imposes onerous registration and reporting
requirements on them. All foreign NGOs must report to the Public Security Bureau
(ie,the police) and promise not to “endanger China’s national unity...or ethnic
unity” —however the authorities choose to define that. More onerous, charities must
find an official sponsor from a list to be issued by the government. Charities worry
that these sponsors, presumably public agencies, could keep them from activities
the government does not like, such as those to do with human rights or labour law.
Foreign NGOs will also be banned from raising money in China, which they fear will
limit their activities further.

Vocab

1. parliament n. the group of people who are elected to make and change the laws of a
country & ; B&

2. onerous adj. =taxing needing great effort; causing trouble or worry 221 ; \RERY ; &
AEEH

3. ethnic unity n. RFEHE

4. sponsor n. a person or company that pays for a radio or television programme, or for a
concert or sporting event, usually in return for advertising (T #EEMTHE. ERaEs)]

SR ) BEE |, BEE



e.g. The race organizers are trying to attract sponsors. LV ERIBABE TR AR S |25
&.
5.issue &% ;&7 If you issue a statement or a warning, you make it known formally or publicly
6. presumably adv. used to say that you think that sth is probably true {RaJ8E ; A#E ; B
=
E=

e.g. You'll be taking the car, presumably? ZEWEEBELXHERET ?
7 raise V. to bring or collect money or people together; to manage to get or form sth &

ﬂ_.E?N 1 El% 1 gﬂ@

e.g. We are raising money for charity. B 1EH#HITEEEE,
Sentence
All foreign NGOs must report to the Public Security Bureau (ie, the police) and promise not to
“endanger China’s national unity...or ethnic unity” —however the authorities choose to define
that.
EF: all foreign NGOs must report to the Public Security Bureau
and promise.... . X2/ and fFFEHER

that 7£ iihﬁtﬂﬂmx “endanger China’s national unity...or ethnic unity” X MNE1%

It could have a big impact on civil society, given that much of the work on
environmental, women’s, minority and gay rights is done by foreign NGOs. In March
the parliamentary spokeswoman, Fu Ying, a relative liberal, affirmed that China’s
7,000 foreign NGOs bring the country valuable expertise. But how many will
continue to do so once the law goes into effect next January remains to be seen.

Vocab
1. given that PHR-CONJ-SUBORD ZE[E%l; %7 If you say given that something is the case,
you mean taking that fact into account.

e.g. Usually, | am sensible with money, as | have to be, given that | don't earn that much.Z &
FHECHENE, HREEREILRBITHEERE, XIthEERFE,

e.g. It was surprising the government was re-elected, given that they had raised taxes
so much. S AREGHIRBFEHRBUIREXAZNBIRZIET .
2. parliamentary n. connected with a parliament; having a parliament Y&/ ; B/ ; 88
IESEN|
3. liberal adj. FFBRRY; F@HY; (TA) BHFENH Someone who has liberal views believes
people should have a lot of freedom in deciding how to behave and think.

e.g. She is known to have liberal views on divorce and contraception. ARFREI %N, Hh7E BI85k
ZHEBERFH,
4. affirm v. to state firmly or publicly that sth is true or that you support sth strongly 5&
JEsL ; HRER ; BTS
5. expertise n. expert knowledge or skill in a particular subject, activity or job E[ %R ;
EilEe  BK
6. effect FHIASCHE/AERUARL If a law or policy takes effect or comes into effect at a particular
time, it officially begins to apply or be valid from that time. If it remains in effect, it still applies or
is still valid.

As for religion, on April 22nd Mr Xi convened a big meeting on handling it. Such a
gathering happens about once every 15 years and usually signals significant policy
shifts. Just before this one, the government decreed that retired party officials
should not be members of religious organisations, one more example of tighter



party discipline (working officials are already banned from belonging to any religious
group). Now the meeting talked about “Sinicising” religion, meaning believers
should pay more attention to traditional Chinese culture and identify themselves
more closely with China’s “national aspirations” —as defined by an avidly atheist

party.

Vocab
1. convene v. to arrange for people to come together for a formal meeting 8% , BFF (1E
A& )
e.g. to convene a meeting BN
2. handling n. the way that sb deals with or treats a situation, a person, an animal, etc.
(Fe3s. A, oipERY ) bFR , XIS, X9
e.g. This horse needs firm handling. IXICEEETNN)|145,
3. gathering n. a meeting of people for a particular purpose & ; B& ; &
e.g. a gathering of religious leaders REESTHIES
4. decree v. to decide, judge or order sth officially #FzE ; ¥R ; 1%fh
e.g. The government decreed a state of emergency. BUFF FSHAESIRE.
. Sinicising B[l Sinicize 89 ing 2=t vt. {E...REL
. pay attention to &JF¥
. aspiration a strong desire to have or do sth ;{82 ; #fa ; &M
. atheist n. a person who believes that God does not exist To{HIEE
compare agnostic a person who believes that it is not possible to know whether God

exists or not ARJEIIRE (NN LFEESEEAARRY )

O N O O

This process seems to be aimed mostly at China’s growing_numbers of Christians
since, of the other officially recognised religions, Buddhism and Taoism are viewed
as culturally Chinese anyway, while Islam is seen through the lens of state security.
In the past two years the provincial government of Zhejiang, on the east coast, has
removed over 1,500 crosses from churches. It is possible that the big gathering will
give a green light to similar actions elsewhere.

Vocab
1. aimed at ~ sth at sb to say or do sth that is intended to influence or affect a particular
person or group 137 ; JWHE

e.g. My criticism wasn't aimed at you. EAIFAZFHIHRAY,
2. Taoism n. a Chinese philosophy based on the writings of Lao-tzu jB%{
3. provincial adj. connected with one of the large areas that some countries are divided
into, with its own local government &8 ; —4R{TIEIXHY
4. cross TFF, TFREBHZREEMIRIC) A cross is a shape that consists of a vertical line
or piece with a shorter horizontal line or piece across it. It is the most important Christian symbol.
Sentence
This process seems to be aimed mostly at China’s growing_numbers of Christians since, of the
other officially recognised religions, Buddhism and Taoism are viewed as culturally Chinese
anyway, while Islam is seen through the lens of state security.
I+ This process seems to be aimed mostly at China’s growing numbers of Christians
...since XEHENNER
of the other officially recognised religions, Buddhism and Taoism are viewed as culturally
Chinese anyway JEEIRIEMB], 5T1T1E, since?




while Islam is seen through the lens of state security. XE while #f$A T

Mr Xi is not slamming the door on the outside world. China remains the world’s
largest exporter and the second-largest destination for foreign direct investment.
But views of the world that offer alternatives to Mr Xi’s increasingly assertive
ideology are being constrained. This affects not only foreign NGOs and churches
but also universities, where foreign textbooks are restricted; Apple, which recently
closed its online book and film store in China; and Western publications (including
The Economist) whose distribution in China is curtailed and websites and apps
more frequently blocked. In worrying about the flies, Mr Xi risks keeping out the
fresh air.

Vocab
1. slam v. =bang to shut, or to make sth shut, with a lot of force, making a loud
noise ( {&... ) fftx
e.g. | heard the door slam behind him. FIF M tbpEFREHIE TR LT,
2. assertive adj. expressing opinions or desires strongly and with confidence, so that
people take notice 'RTEEEEHY ; RiREKAY
3.risk v. to do sth that may mean that you get into a situation which is unpleasant for
you B..HIXE ( ek )
e.g. There was no choice. If they stayed there, they risked death. fB{{JBIFIER. WREF
381, BmEIEFeT.
4. keep out remain (or cause someone or something to remain) outside BE7ESME; AiL... %
e.g. cover with cheesecloth to keep out flies. FAEZREE, FHLETE W,
Sentence
This affects not only foreign NGOs and churches but also universities, where foreign textbooks
are restricted; Apple, which recently closed its online book and film store in China; and Western
publications (including_ The Economist) whose distribution in China is curtailed and websites and
apps more frequently blocked.
FF: This affects not only foreign NGOs and churches but also universities 181&7 affects
where foreign textbooks are restricted JFFREHEIEM A, LTI universities
Apple...; and Western publications... iX£E&Funiversities... 7538 H XM &M AR T foreign
NGOs BAK church, 8200 T universities, Apple, Western publications &5 websites 1 apps

From the print edition: China

NGOs and religion
Charity ends at home

China's leader guards against nasty foreign influences.

DENG XIAOPING once dismissed worries about unwanted foreign influence by saying that
when you open a window, of course the flies come in, along with the fresh air. China’s
current leader, Xi Jinping, is less insouciant as fly-swatter-in-chief. Witness, in the two past
weeks, a newly published speech he gave to the Central Party School, a new law
governing foreign non-governmental organisations (NGOs), signs of an unwelcome policy



shift towards religions deemed to be too “foreign”, and even, on a lighter note, a ban on
landlords naming buildings in China after foreign places
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Mr Xi has long been suspicious of Western ideas (except Marxism-Leninism). But his
speech to the party school in Beijing last December, published in a party magazine, Qiushi,
on May 1st, was unusually insistent. He repeatedly warned educational institutions not to
deviate from the party line and not to “spread Western capitalist values”. They did not
sound like the words of a reformer.
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And these were not just words. On April 28th the parliament passed a long-debated law
concerning foreign NGOs. It imposes onerous registration and reporting requirements on
them. All foreign NGOs must report to the Public Security Bureau (ie, the police) and
promise not to “endanger China’s national unity...or ethnic unity”—however the authorities
choose to define that. More onerous, charities must find an official sponsor from a list to be
issued by the government. Charities worry that these sponsors, presumably public
agencies, could keep them from activities the government does not like, such as those to

do with human rights or labour law. Foreign NGOs will also be banned from raising money
in China, which they fear will limit their activities further.
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BORFH UL IR A LR (W T ) S AR, IF A vE A SOz o [ B R P 45 i 2
o BT EAESCGRERERPLT Y5 A CRUESE T BRI, ZEPU 0B
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It could have a big impact on civil society, given that much of the work on environmental,
women’s, minority and gay rights is done by foreign NGOs. In March the parliamentary
spokeswoman, Fu Ying, a relative liberal, affirmed that China’s 7,000 foreign NGOs bring

the country valuable expertise. But how many will continue to do so once the law goes into
effect next January remains to be seen.

XA e o4y R u) A AR K sEme ,  BORAR 2 TAEER 2 HAME JEBOFH 58 By, 45
Biv qZes D RGN RVEAUAR WS TAF. 3AMRIRHE, MXTEHEIFR N E R E A
fERI *l%mmAﬂlﬁﬂﬂ%m%l Wk T MR L AR, (HR— B
SE—AERER, A2 PHLIERIEX MR

As for religion, on April 22nd Mr Xi convened a big meeting on handling it. Such a



gathering happens about once every 15 years and usually signals significant policy shifts.
Just before this one, the government decreed that retired party officials should not be
members of religious organisations, one more example of tighter party discipline (working
officials are already banned from belonging to any religious group). Now the meeting
talked about “Sinicising” religion, meaning believers should pay more attention to
traditional Chinese culture and identify themselves more closely with China’s “national
aspirations”—as defined by an avidly atheist party.
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This process seems to be aimed mostly at China’s growing numbers of Christians since, of
the other officially recognised religions, Buddhism and Taoism are viewed as culturally
Chinese anyway, while Islam is seen through the lens of state security. In the past two
years the provincial government of Zhejiang, on the east coast, has removed over 1,500
crosses from churches. It is possible that the big gathering will give a green light to similar
actions elsewhere.
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Mr Xi is not slamming the door on the outside world. China remains the world’s largest
exporter and the second-largest destination for foreign direct investment. But views of the
world that offer alternatives to Mr Xi’s increasingly assertive ideology are being
constrained. This affects not only foreign NGOs and churches but also universities, where
foreign textbooks are restricted; Apple, which recently closed its online book and film store
in China; and Western publications (including The Economist) whose distribution in China
is curtailed and websites and apps more frequently blocked. In worrying about the flies, Mr
Xi risks keeping out the fresh air.
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