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The politics of children’s stories
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IN CHINA in Mao Zedong’s day, frivolous childhood pursuits such as reading were
frowned on. The few children’s books that were tolerated told stories of revolution
and class struggle. These days, toddlers are allowed to have more fun. But though
the message has changed, parents and the state still believe the primary role of
such works is to shape young minds, not amuse them.

Vocab
1. frown on PHR v. 'frown on/ upon sb/ sth to disapprove of sb/ sth &7R&p, ; AR ; NF
a]

e.g. In her family, any expression of feeling was frowned upon. {thZEBXHHa X IBEHIRE
BARLLASA,
2. tolerate v. =put up with to allow sb to do sth that you do not agree with or like ZiF ,
F ( FRBRHAZIREIEY )
3. class struggle n. opposition between the different social classes in society, especially
that described in Marxist theory ( /UiESREE NIBICHEIAR ) KIS
4. toddler n. a child who has only recently learnt to walk F£H)LE ; RIFSERNEZF
5. amuse v. to make sb laugh or smile 1% ; 185

e.g. This will amuse you. XPMSIERER.

Sales of children’s literature have risen by double digits in most of the past ten
years, much faster than the growth of book sales overall. The number of children’s
titles has more than tripled since 2005. This partly reflects a growing demand for
products aimed at indulged only-children. A cost-conscious reluctance to have
more offspring, which was reinforced by the country’s recently relaxed one-child
policy, helped fuel that demand. The richer parents are, the more they splash out on
children’s books.

Vocab
1. double digit adj. F{iu%%A9 A double-digit number is between 10 and 99.

e.g. Australia had 15 years of double-digit inflation. ;5 AFI 1l 45 155 18 65 B/ B R4S AR R 20,
2. title n. (BFERY)—Fh, —7 Publishers and booksellers often refer to books or magazines
as titles .
3. indulge v. If you indulge someone, you let them have or do what they want, even if this is not
good for them.

e.g. He did not agree with indulging children.fth 5z 33 N B i IRTZF
4. cost-conscious adj. STETHAAM
5. reluctance n. unwillingness or disinclination to do something * N§[&E, #1533

e.g. she sensed his reluctance to continue. IthER5Zfth NEME T,
6. offspring n. a child of a particular person or couple #&F% ; & ; [51%



7. splash out on splash 'out (on sth) | splash sthe'out (on/ for sth) (BrE, informal) to

spend a lot of money on sth e XERE ( SEEYISE )

Sentence

A cost-conscious reluctance to have more offspring, which was reinforced by the country’s
recently relaxed one-child policy, helped fuel that demand.

G]F=E7F: A cost-conscious helped fuel that demand. igiE=Z helped fuel

which was reinforced by the country’s recently relaxed one-child policy XEBAJIERREMTEIEM
ARG TIER offspring, FALAIRER offspring, AILARERER: #HRIX D EIEE AR A9 A +  BURFR
nnas

Booksellers see a huge moneymaking opportunity. Most publishers of literature for
adults now offer children’s titles too. Around half of the 100 best-selling books last
year were for youngsters—a higher share than in Britain or America. There is a
growing variety of genres. Picture books for under-fives have been taking off; fiction
for older teenagers is thriving.

Vocab
1. moneymaking adj. T#4%A9
2. best-selling adj. ($%) #MiERY, IBFA, KER A best-selling product such as a book is
very popular and a large quantity of it has been sold.
3.genre n. (X%, LE. 8K, BREEFZAERIN) £, X8 Agenreis a particular type of
literature, painting, music, film, or other art form which people consider as a class because it has
special characteristics.

e.g. ...his love of films and novels in the horror genre.fth 3 K% B8 8280 Ky i/ N RO ER
4. take off PHRv. (. /&&1. BAWH)ES, RIARIY If something such as a product, an
activity, or someone's career takes off, it suddenly becomes very successful.
5. thrive v. IRARER; EAL R MAE &K If someone or something thrives, they do well and are
successful, healthy, or strong.

e.g. Lavender thrives in poor soil EREER BN TIEFEITAE K,

Unsurprisingly, given the huge emphasis in China that is placed on passing exams,
many titles aim purely to teach facts. Parents like to buy non-fiction, even for
children still learning to read. Some books—printed on paperboard and intended
mainly for under-twos—aim to teach the Roman alphabet to infants. Volumes for
toddlers with titles such as “How to be a Meteorologist” and “Superstars of
Science” do well.

Vocab
1. unsurprisingly adj. AHFTREY; RHEEFHY; BRI
2. non-fiction n. opp=fiction books, articles or texts about real facts, people and
events 833
e.g. prefer reading non-fiction. X=EWRELCEAER.
3. alphabet n. a set of letters or symbols in a fixed order used for writing a language ( —
MIESH ) FEFR , £5FE
e.g. By two and a half he knew the alphabet.ifi % it EINREEF &,
4. a
5.a
Sentence




Some books—printed on paperboard and intended mainly for under-twos—aim to teach the
Roman alphabet to infants.

FF: Some books aim to teach the Roman alphabet to infants. Z1iE books 181&74 aim
—printed on paperboard and intended mainly for under-twos XE{E books HJ[E {115

The moral is often laid on thick. One provincial publisher (state-owned, like all of
them) has titled a six-volume set of nursery rhymes “A Good Father is Better Than a
Good Teacher”. Chinese-language versions of foreign classics often proclaim their
didactic worth: Paddington, a marmalade-loving bear from darkest Peru,_is a model
of “thoughtfulness, modesty and self-discipline”,_proclaims the blurb on the cover
of a translation of Michael Bond’s popular stories.

Vocab
1. laid on thick to talk about sb/ sth in a way that makes them or it seem much better or
much worse than they really are; to exaggerate sth 2 AEFAENR ;| ESHWE ;| iITHEK
e.g. Praise them when necessary, but don't lay it on too thick. SEREEZMW] , (BAEE
SdHESL,
2. state-owned adj. B &M
3. nursery rhyme n. JLI%;E1E A nursery rhyme is a poem or song for young children, especially
one that is old or well known.
4. classic n. a book, film/ movie or song which is well known and considered to be of
very high quality, setting standards for other books, etc. (. EBE/ERIREAY ) RH/ER ,
2E  NME
e.g. The novel may become a modern classic. IXEB/INHEIBES R AT RE.
5. marmalade n. jam/ jelly made from oranges, lemons, etc., eaten especially for
breakfastigF& ; ERER#E
6. thoughtfulness n. {kNE; BE
7. modesty n. the fact of not talking much about your abilities or possessions i$EE ; i)
e.g. | hate false (= pretended) modesty. FidRE{(RAERE,
8. self-discipline n. the ability to make yourself do sth, especially sth difficult or
unpleasant B{£8E ; BILIREE
e.g. It takes a lot of self-discipline to go jogging in winter. EZ X E2EERANBE
189,
9.blurb n. P, FEHLEREM) &N, S(E(SE The blurb about a new book, film, or exhibition
is information about it that is written in order to attract people's interest.
Sentence
Chinese-language versions of foreign classics often proclaim their didactic worth: Paddington, a
marmalade-loving_bear from darkest Peru, is a model of “thoughtfulness, modesty and self-
discipline”, proclaims the blurb on the cover of a translation of Michael Bond’s popular stories.
I F: Chinese-language versions of foreign classics often proclaim their didactic worth 181%
7= proclaim
E rhworth: Paddington..... [EEEFFEXT worth, X PMMBIREIER bear, 1BIERE is
a marmalade-loving bear from darkest Peru 2 Paddington AJ[EIiI1E

China’s publishers remain profoundly conservative. They shun books with naughty
or frivolous children, or where youngsters outsmart their elders. Cute animals vastly
outnumber rebellious figures such as pirates. Few books depict siblings, aunts,
uncles or cousins—relationships little understood by the young, thanks to the one-




child policy.

Vocab
1. profoundly adv. in a way that has a very great effect on sb/ sth fiKith ; RZIHD
2. conservative adj. opposed to great or sudden social change; showing that you prefer
traditional styles and values {&<F8Y ; <FIBAY

e.g. Her style of dress was never conservative. ff9BRZER H— ) LIBANMEST,
3. shun v. to avoid sb/ sth BFF ; [B1EF ; B

e.g. She was shunned by her family when she remarried. #tBIEEZRE AESEID,
4. naughty adj. (especially of children JU#§JL& ) behaving badly; not willing to obey 7fiFZ
89 ; ESEY ; AImERY
5. frivolous adj. (of people or their behaviour A8f7/9) silly or amusing, especially when
such behaviour is not suitable BER ; °J%EHY
6. outsmart v. =outwit to gain an advantage over sb by acting in a clever way tt...s508 ;
s
7. rebellious adj. unwilling to obey rules or accept normal standards of behaviour, dress,
etc. [IRAY ; HFRY ; ZEEARIRY

e.g. He has always had a rebellious streak.{ti/2l2H5 @58,
8. depict v. to show an image of sb/ sth in a picture 822 ; HHE|

e.g. The artist had depicted her lying on a bed. BEIZRIE 7 ib§HfEAR L.
9. sibling n. a brother or sister i3, ; 58 ; 18 ; &k
Sentence
Few books depict siblings, aunts, uncles or cousins—relationships little understood by the
young,_thanks to the one-child policy.
F1&: books 1B1E depict, E1iF siblings, aunts, uncles or cousins

Wi S EEANREIRIEM TRIIBIER thanks to

Though far less visible than it was in Mao’s day, politics still lurks. Publishers have
internally appointed censors whose job is to ensure that the Communist Party’s line
is not transgressed. One executive says she avoids publishing history books for
children where “the story does not match the narrative” approved by the party.
Maps showing the island of Taiwan as a separate country are omitted from
translations. Even a toddler’s bedtime story is part of a bigger political picture.

Vocab
1. lurk n. =skulk to wait somewhere secretly, especially because you are going to do sth
bad or illegal ( ZTIEAMAIEZSAIE ) 2K , BR

e.g. Why are you lurking around outside my house? {REFKFEFINAREZEZM |, B+
N7?
2. censor n. a person whose job is to examine books, films/ movies, etc. and remove
parts which are considered to be offensive, immoral or a political threat ( B, BEZE
M) B8R, HEE
3. transgress v. FBILEIE(E1T)/EN If someone transgresses, they break a moral law or a rule
of behaviour.

e.g. If a politician transgresses, that is not the fault of the media. W1 R K E1T K, RIS
SRARRITRAE.
4. narrative n. =story a description of events, especially in a novel ( FGig/MRFHY ) #5A |
"R



5. bedtime story n. BERIIES)
Sentence
have internally appointed RERIEIK, X2 internally {&1H&h1a appointed
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The politics of children's stories.
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IN CHINA in Mao Zedong’s day, frivolous childhood pursuits such as reading were frowned
on. The few children’s books that were tolerated told stories of revolution and class
struggle. These days, toddlers are allowed to have more fun. But though the message has
changed, parents and the state still believe the primary role of such works is to shape
young minds, not amuse them.
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Sales of children’s literature have risen by double digits in most of the past ten years,
much faster than the growth of book sales overall. The number of children’s titles has more
than tripled since 2005. This partly reflects a growing demand for products aimed at
indulged only-children. A cost-conscious reluctance to have more offspring, which was
reinforced by the country’s recently relaxed one-child policy, helped fuel that demand. The
richer parents are, the more they splash out on children’s books.
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Booksellers see a huge moneymaking opportunity. Most publishers of literature for adults
now offer children’s titles too. Around half of the 100 best-selling books last year were for
youngsters—a higher share than in Britain or America. There is a growing variety of
genres. Picture books for under-fives have been taking off; fiction for older teenagers is
thriving.
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Unsurprisingly, given the huge emphasis in China that is placed on passing exams, many
tittes aim purely to teach facts. Parents like to buy non-fiction, even for children still



learning to read. Some books—printed on paperboard and intended mainly for under-twos
—aim to teach the Roman alphabet to infants. Volumes for toddlers with titles such as
“How to be a Meteorologist” and “Superstars of Science” do well.
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The moral is often laid on thick. One provincial publisher (state-owned, like all of them) has
titled a six-volume set of nursery rhymes “A Good Father is Better Than a Good Teacher”.
Chinese-language versions of foreign classics often proclaim their didactic worth:
Paddington, a marmalade-loving bear from darkest Peru, is a model of “thoughtfulness,
modesty and self-discipline”, proclaims the blurb on the cover of a translation of Michael
Bond’s popular stories.
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China’s publishers remain profoundly conservative. They shun books with naughty or
frivolous children, or where youngsters outsmart their elders. Cute animals vastly
outnumber rebellious figures such as pirates. Few books depict siblings, aunts, uncles or
cousins—relationships little understood by the young, thanks to the one-child policy.
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Though far less visible than it was in Mao's day, politics still lurks. Publishers have
internally appointed censors whose job is to ensure that the Communist Party's line is not
transgressed. One executive says she avoids publishing history books for children where
“the story does not match the narrative” approved by the party. Maps showing the island of
Taiwan as a separate country are omitted from translations. Even a toddler's bedtime story
is part of a bigger political picture.
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