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Buddhism and business
Zen and the art of moneymaking

Vocab
1.Zen n. R CFEEEMHHURFIZ—) Zen or Zen Buddhism is a form of the Buddhist
religion that concentrates on meditation rather than on studying religious writings.

Local officials make a packet from a religion of self-denial
Jun 27th 2015 | SANYA | From the print edition

Vocab
1. packet n. —KZ% You can refer to a lot of money as a packet .

e.g. Someone's making a packet out of it.7 5 AMAFIRBE T —2£,
2. self-denial n. =abstinence the act of not having or doing the things you like, either
because you do not have enough money, or for moral or religious reasons 522 ; (=
) 7FEES

e.g. Should motherhood necessarily mean sacrifice and self-denial £ = 7 — E Z 44 F S
5?

THE white steel lady overlooking the South China Sea has three heads, three
bodies and toenails bigger than human heads. Guanyin, the Buddhist goddess of
mercy, stands atop a temple on a man-made islet, each of her heads facing a
different way. Her public-relations staff call the six-year task of putting her there, in
the resort town of Sanya on tropical Hainan island, “the number one statue-project
in China”. The structure’s height, at 108 metres, was intended to be auspicious:
Buddhists consider the number sacred.

Vocab
1. steel n. a strong hard metal that is made of a mixture of iron and CARBON 3K
2. toenail n. the nail on a toe HtFR
3. Buddhist n. {##84E; #7532 F A Buddhist is a person whose religion is Buddhism.
4. resort n. a place where a lot of people go on holiday/ vacation fiiERtt ; BRI
e.g. a popular holiday resort S¥DAYE R
5. tropical adj. coming from, found in or typical of the TROPICS #+HY ; SKBHTH ; F=F
EAAGELE D]
6. auspicious adj. =promising opp=inauspicious showing signs that sth is likely to be
successful in the future FFIRY ; S
e.g. an auspicious start to the new school year FFERIFFI 14T
7. sacred adj. connected with God or a god; considered to be holy E589 ; #9 ; #XH
Sentence
Guanyin, the Buddhist goddess of mercy, stands atop a temple on a man-made islet, each of her
heads facing a different way.
EF: Guanyin stands atop a temple 181&= stands
the Buddhist....=X8){E Guanyin BIE{I1E



dic://carbon
dic://tropics

Good fortune was certainly on the minds of local officials when they approved the
project, in which the local government has a share. It was intended to be a money-
spinner. It costs 60 yuan ($9.66) just to get in the lift that whisks visitors up to pray
at those giant feet. That is on top of 126 yuan to enter the Nanshan Cultural Tourism
Zone with its Auspicious Garden, Temple of 33 Guanyins and colourful Dharma
Door of Non-Duality with its 94,000 portals. Guanyin is clearly not intended as a
magnet for the faithful who have given up worldly possessions. Visitors are gouged
without compassion, even having to pay for tassels “blessed” by souvenir
salespeople. Gift stores are everywhere, selling knick-knacks such as prayer beads
and Buddhist statuary. For visitors who want to sleep in the presence of Guanyin, a
room at the site’s hotel can cost more than $280.

Vocab
1. good fortune #Fiz
2. money-spinner n. something that earns a lot of money BEASRHIZRTS ; FEEEN

e.g. The films have been fantastic money-spinners.iX£E B &2 B A A KRR ER
3. whisk v. TFRIEE;FAFE If you whisk someone or something somewhere, you take them or
move them there quickly.

e.g. | was whisked away in a police car.F4E— i EE A Y iE
4. Dharma n. truth or law that affects the whole universe j% , IXEE ( HINENFEHNEE,
AL )
5. Duality n. the state of having two parts or aspects Y&t ; —ioit
6. portal n. a large, impressive gate or entrance to a building JTHIKI] ; EHEAIAND
7. magnet n. ~ (for sb/ sth) a person, place or thing that sb/ sth is attracted to B35 |7389
A (Bitbs. E41)

e.g. In the 1990s the area became a magnet for new investment. IX/MEXTE 20 2 90
FRBK T IR ERA,
8. possession n. FiEY; MF=; 144%) Your possessions are the things that you own or have
with you at a particular time.

e.g. She had tidied away her possessions. ith 2 KR 1F ™ A 5.
9. gouge V. to force sb to pay an unfairly high price for sth; to raise prices unfairly gx ( &
A) BOFTHL ; VEImERls | B REM
10. compassion n. a strong feeling of sympathy for people who are suffering and a
desire to help them @15 ; 119
11. tassel n. (RAR. kTE LRY)FE, 4, 77 Tassels are bunches of short pieces of wool or
other material tied together at one end and attached as decorations to something such as a piece
of clothing or a lampshade.
12. bead n. ¥k¥; /)\Ek Beads are small pieces of coloured glass, wood, or plastic with a hole
through the middle. Beads are often put together on a piece of string or wire to make jewellery.
13. statuary n. statues 28 ; Bf{& ; 8%

Cheni Foo, a tourist from Copenhagen, surveys the goddess from a boardwalk
connecting the islet with the shore. She wrinkles her nose and says she has seen
enough. “For me, it’s a little bit too fake. It’s built for the purpose of tourists.” Ms
Foo is right. Buddhism is big business in China. In the 1980s the government, which
once preached the evils of faith in anything but the Communist Party, began
loosening_restrictions on the building_or restoration_of temples—most of which had
been damaged or destroyed by Maoist mobs during_the Cultural Revolution. New




shrines sprang up everywhere, most of them small and discreet. In recent years,
however, domestic tourism has boomed, as has curiosity about once-banned
religions. Local officials have smelled a moneymaking opportunity.

Vocab
1. boardwalk n. LgEMIBA) KRR ATTiE A boardwalk is a path made of wooden boards,
especially one along a beach.
2. wrinkle v. to make the skin on your face form into lines or folds; to form lines or folds
in this way ( G L ) #4ELC ; e
3. preach v. to tell people about a particular religion, way of life, system, etc. in order to
persuade them to accept it & , 517 , Eifft (N, £FH. WEIZEF)
4.loose v. #AFF; BUFF; FRFF If you loose something, you hold it less tightly or untie it slightly or
completely.
5. restoration n. the work of repairing and cleaning an old building, a painting, etc. so
that its condition is as good as it originally was Z{% ; (&€&
6. mob n. a large crowd of people, especially one that may become violent or cause
trouble AB¥; (7UH8) BB
7. discreet adj. ~ZERAY;ANZRY;/ ) 9;/)\BY If you describe something as discreet, you approve of
it because it is small in size or degree, or not easily noticed.

e.g. She wore discreet jewellery. it &&=/ E I,
Sentence
In the 1980s the government, which once preached the evils of faith in anything_but the
Communist Party, began loosening_restrictions on the building_or restoration of temples—most
of which had been damaged or destroyed by Maoist mobs during_the Cultural Revolution.
Z+F: government began loosening restrictions....
which once preached the evils of faith in anything but the Communist Party :XG)3E[EE 4 E1EM
BHFEITIEE government, REFBUFGEREHNER 7R RAIMIFFBEME 2N
—most of which had been damaged or destroyed by Maoist mobs during the Cultural
Revolution. :XEREIT SHIM B Z X FEAVEIETEENRERE

In 2008 China completed what was described as the world’s biggest statue—the
128-metre Spring Temple Buddha in the central province of Henan. The company
that built Hong_Kong’s 34-metre-tall Tian Tan Buddha on Lantau Island and Sanya’s
Guanyin has been working_on erecting_ten more mega-Buddhas around the country.
The government in Gansu province,_in the north-west, hopes to create a theme park
linking_the historic Mogao Caves in Dunhuang (home to remarkably unscathed
thousand-year-old Buddhist frescoes) with the sand dunes of a nearby tourist
attraction. It wants to sprinkle the desert strip with fake temples and folk villages.

Vocab

1. erect v. to build sth &3z ; &i&

2. unscathed adj. =unharmed not hurt KZ5E ; =G

3. fresco n. JRiEE A fresco is a picture that is painted on a plastered wall when the plaster is
still wet.

4.dune n. G8FI 0 EMTIEARY)D E A dune is a hill of sand near the sea or in a desert.

5. dsprinkle v. =strew ~ sth with sth to include a few of sth in sth else (FEES/VEMSB
—4; .. A8

Sentence



1. The company that built Hong Kong’s 34-metre-tall Tian Tan Buddha on Lantau Island and
Sanya’s Guanyin has been working_on erecting ten more mega-Buddhas around the country.
FF: the company has been working on .... Fi&=2 company i81&: has been working

that built... XM E XX company BIELE, EEME?

2. The government in Gansu province,_in the north-west, hopes to create a theme park linking
the historic Mogao Caves in Dunhuang_(home to remarkably unscathed thousand-year-old
Buddhist frescoes) with the sand dunes of a nearby tourist attraction.

F+: the government hopes to create a theme park....

in the north-west ¥ Gansu province FIIENIE, BRUE

linking_the historic Mogao Caves in Dunhuang X 2L E 1RSI AR R RN EIBMAE . which
link the historic ....

with the sand dunes of a nearby tourist attraction. IXE#Y with £5#31&1ffi Dunhuang, fEFR1ER

China’s Buddhism business is also going global. The faith’s most famous
commercial site, Shaolin Temple in Henan, which is renowned for its kung_fu-trained
monks, plans to build a $297m, 500-bed hotel complex and temple—including a
martial-arts academy and a 27-hole golf course—in Australia. Tibetan Buddhist
temples have been more reserved, however. The government still treats those as
highly sensitive religious sites. Chinese and foreign tourists are drawn to them as
well—but the complexes are kept under close observation by security cameras and
plainclothes police.

Vocab
1. martial-art n. any of the fighting sports that include JUDO and KARATE A
2. academy n. ERRI;Z M (EERY)FAILFEF Academy is sometimes used in the names of
schools and colleges, especially those specializing in particular subjects or skills, or private high
schools in the United States.
3. reserved adj. slow or unwilling to show feelings or express opinions HEH ; E5/ME
B ; FERY
4. sensitive adj. that you have to treat with great care because it may offend people or
make them angry ZUZIEXIFHY ; BURKEY

e.g. Health care is a politically sensitive issue. Ef7 PARBRI—MEURIEIRT,
5. plainclothes adj. (Z%R) ZF{E1KAY Plain-clothes police officers wear ordinary clothes instead
of a police uniform. in plain clothes

e.g. He was arrested by plain-clothes detectives as he walked through the customs hall.fth Z 1
BR AT IR BB E I
Sentence
The faith’s most famous commercial site, Shaolin Temple in Henan, which is renowned for its
kung_fu-trained monks, plans to build a $297m, 500-bed hotel complex and temple—including a
martial-arts academy and a 27-hole golf course—in Australia.
F+: site plans to build...
Shaolin Temple in Henan, =& site [E{1E
which is renowned for its kung_fu-trained monks XM ERE M EIBM B BILITIIMRAE site, fi#
BIEA
—including a martial-arts academy and a 27-hole golf course—in Australia. X B #8237 to build

AR PURARTR

Even in non-Tibetan areas of China, some Buddhists are riled by the


dic://judo
dic://karate

commercialisation of their faith. At Famen Temple in the northern province of
Shaanxi, which houses a finger-bone relic of Buddha, monks protested in 2009
against both an increase in entrance fees and the construction of a wall that would
have restricted their access to their temple’s door, says Francesca Tarocco of New
York University. Last year seven monasteries in Jizu Shan in the south-western
province of Yunnan reportedly closed their gates to visitors, incensed that a
developer wanted to charge an entrance fee. “Religion is for practice. It’s not for
show,” says Xue Yu, a former monk who is now director of Buddhist Studies at the
Chinese University of Hong Kong.

Vocab
1. rile v. =anger to annoy sb or make them angry &% ; &%
2. commercialisation n. &\l 1t
3. house V. to be the place where sth is kept or where sth operates from & ( E47 ) BYN5E
&b (ERRER) ; WE =B
e.g. The gallery houses 2 000 works of modern art. ZEARIERGE 7 2 000 IR EARIE
—

AR
4. relic n. a part of the body or clothing of a holy person, or sth that they owned, that is
kept after their death and respected as a religious object X8 ; 58 ; ZEAEY
5. monastery n. F[%;fa1EkE A monastery is a building or collection of buildings in which monks
live.
6. incensed adj. very angry JEEIRRRY ;| A

e.g. They were incensed at the decision. f{i X NREBER T .
Sentence
At Famen Temple in the northern province of Shaanxi, which houses a finger-bone relic of
Buddha, monks protested in 2009 against both an increase in entrance fees and the
construction of a wall that would have restricted their access to their temple’s door, says
Francesca Tarocco of New York University.
E+: monks protested against both an increase in entrance fees and the construction of a wall
monks BIEIAYE)F 23 monks FIEZFE which houses a finger-bone...i X B HIERRE M EIEM GIHY
517182 temple, E - house FEXEBMEREENE: WE
that would have restricted their access to their temple’s door iX B HIEIEM D AIBRI XA NEAE
wall
says Francesca Tarocco of New York University 22 MN)FROEF, 712

While many tourists are dazzled by the glitz and mystique of China’s ersatz temples,
some carp about extortionate prices. Visitors to the Guanyin statue in Sanya,
however, are allowed one small concession by the park’s operators: incense joss-
sticks are free.

Vocab
1. dazzle v. to impress sb a lot with your beauty, skill, etc. (3555, B85 ) (HF , (50X
B, HEIREEEL

e.g. He was dazzled by the warmth of her smile. #thBBiEEHVEE S bERERER(E,
2. glitz n. the quality of appearing very attractive, exciting and impressive, in a way that
is not always genuine 2R ; %R ; F4E

e.g. the glitz and glamour of the music scene REFHEWU=HNFRIE
3. mystique n. the quality of being mysterious or secret that makes sb/ sth seem



interesting or attractive i
e.g. The mystique surrounding the monarchy has gone for ever. EEHHMMERZE—EA
8k,
4. ersatz adj. artificial and not as good as the real thing or product AJ&E8Y , Y , &Rk
19 ( EMEREANER )
5.carp v.~ (atsb) (about sth) to keep complaining about sb/ sth in an annoying way 4~
(SRS ; 5]
6. extortionate adj. =excessive (of prices, etc. {11&Z ) much too high I FEHHY ; T
e.g. They are offering loans at extortionate rates of interest. [ JEESFI .
7. concession n. a right or an advantage that is given to a group of people, an
organization, etc., especially by a government or an employer ( JGEHBIFETLETH )
T, (R
e.g. The Bolivian government has granted logging concessions covering 22 million
hectares. IFFIZEVIAFHUE T 1E 2 200 B AT EAYEARIFFN.
8. joss stick n. &; #Z%& A joss stick is a thin stick covered with a substance that burns very
slowly and smells pleasant.

From the print edition: China

Buddhism and business
Zen and the art of moneymaking

BT RDL: BRI A A
Local officials make a packet from a religion of self-denial.
077 BRI — AN A B e ISR B T R Bk
THE white steel lady overlooking the South China Sea has three heads, three bodies and
toenails bigger than human heads. Guanyin, the Buddhist goddess of mercy, stands atop a
temple on a man-made islet, each of her heads facing a different way. Her public-relations
staff call the six-year task of putting her there, in the resort town of Sanya on tropical
Hainan island, "the number one statue-project in China". The structure's height, at 108
metres, was intended to be auspicious: Buddhists consider the number sacred.
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Good fortune was certainly on the minds of local officials when they approved the project,
in which the local government has a share. It was intended to be a money-spinner. It costs
60 yuan ($9.66) just to get in the lift that whisks visitors up to pray at those giant feet. That
is on top of 126 yuan to enter the Nanshan Cultural Tourism Zone with its Auspicious
Garden, Temple of 33 Guanyins and colourful Dharma Door of Non-Duality with its 94,000
portals. Guanyin is clearly not intended as a magnet for the faithful who have given up
worldly possessions. Visitors are gouged without compassion, even having to pay for
tassels "blessed" by souvenir salespeople. Gift stores are everywhere, selling knick-
knacks such as prayer beads and Buddhist statuary. For visitors who want to sleep in the



presence of Guanyin, a room at the site's hotel can cost more than $280.
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Cheni Foo, a tourist from Copenhagen, surveys the goddess from a boardwalk connecting
the islet with the shore. She wrinkles her nose and says she has seen enough. "For me,
it's a little bit too fake. It's built for the purpose of tourists." Ms Foo is right. Buddhism is big
business in China. In the 1980s the government, which once preached the evils of faith in
anything but the Communist Party, began loosening restrictions on the building or
restoration of temples—most of which had been damaged or destroyed by Maoist mobs
during the Cultural Revolution. New shrines sprang up everywhere, most of them small
and discreet. In recent years, however, domestic tourism has boomed, as has curiosity
about once-banned religions. Local officials have smelled a moneymaking opportunity.
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In 2008 China completed what was described as the world's biggest statue—the 128-
metre Spring Temple Buddha in the central province of Henan. The company that built
Hong Kong's 34-metre-tall Tian Tan Buddha on Lantau Island and Sanya's Guanyin has
been working on erecting ten more mega-Buddhas around the country. The government in
Gansu province, in the north-west, hopes to create a theme park linking the historic Mogao
Caves in Dunhuang (home to remarkably unscathed thousand-year-old Buddhist frescoes)
with the sand dunes of a nearby tourist attraction. It wants to sprinkle the desert strip with
fake temples and folk villages.
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China's Buddhism business is also going global. The faith's most famous commercial site,
Shaolin Temple in Henan, which is renowned for its kung fu-trained monks, plans to build a
$297m, 500-bed hotel complex and temple—including a martial-arts academy and a 27-
hole golf course—in Australia. Tibetan Buddhist temples have been more reserved,

however. The government still treats those as highly sensitive religious sites. Chinese and
foreign tourists are drawn to them as well—but the complexes are kept under close



observation by security cameras and plain clothes police.
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Even in non-Tibetan areas of China, some Buddhists are riled by the commercialisation of
their faith. At Famen Temple in the northern province of Shaanxi, which houses a finger-
bone relic of Buddha, monks protested in 2009 against both an increase in entrance fees
and the construction of a wall that would have restricted their access to their temple's door,
says Francesca Tarocco of New York University. Last year seven monasteries in Jizu Shan
in the south-western province of Yunnan reportedly closed their gates to visitors, incensed
that a developer wanted to charge an entrance fee. “Religion is for practice. It's not for
show,” says Xue Yu, a former monk who is now director of Buddhist Studies at the Chinese
University of Hong Kong.
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While many tourists are dazzled by the glitz and mystique of China's ersatz temples, some

carp about extortionate prices. Visitors to the Guanyin statue in Sanya, however, are
allowed one small concession by the park's operators: incense joss-sticks are free.
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