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Football
Patriotic goal

Vocab
1. patriotic adj. having or expressing a great love of your country ZEHY
e.g. a patriotic man who served his country well AEBRENZEE

Big spending on foreign football players has a political aim, too
Feb 27th 2016 | From the print edition

CHINESE demand for the world’s commodities may be sputtering, but not for the
most vital ingredient of football: its players. In recent weeks, the country’s football
clubs have been on their biggest ever spending_spree,_signing_up_foreign talent for
sums which, by Asian standards, have been jaw-dropping. One local newspaper in
China said anyone who paid attention to Chinese football would conclude that the
clubs had “gone mad”.

Vocab
1. commodity n. a product or a raw material that can be bought and sold@& &3

e.g. Crude oil is the world's most important commodity. [FHEHEHR FREEAREER.
2. sputter (figurative)[withadverbial] proceed or develop in a spasmodic and feeble way * [/] B
WAt EEt R (HR) 5 RPMHIT (SHR)

e.g. strikes in the public services sputtered on. AXRARSZ1TL A E T RTHFATEE,
3. ingredient n. ~ (of/ in/ for sth) one of the things from which sth is made, especially one
of the foods that are used together to make a particular dish % ; ( JGEZIT) #48

e.g. Our skin cream contains only natural ingredients. A J893PRkE R & KA
4. spree n. a short period of time that you spend doing one particular activity that you
enjoy, but often too much of it ( 81349 ) Itk , {EXR | IR

e.g. a shopping/ spending spree TW—5 ; BRI —Eik
5. sign up PHRASAL VERB-ERG(F]...)52Y; 2 ;R & (ZINiRF2) If you sign up for an
organization or if an organization signs you up, you sign a contract officially agreeing to do a job
or course of study.

e.g. He signed up as a steward with P&O Lines...f1 &%) 7T PAOAIZ/AE], AT —RBFSH,
6. jaw-dropping adj. R ABBEORRM; EIRIFERZN; < AEIREI Something that is jaw-
dropping is extremely surprising, impressive, or shocking.

e.g. One insider who has seen the report said it was pretty jaw-dropping stuff. —{i & iJ Itz 8
ARSI A LR X BN T AZEIRAVER
7. conclude ~ sth (from sth) | ~ (from sth) that... to decide or believe sth as a result of
what you have heard or seen WiiE ; #E#TH ; /EHESS

e.g. The report concluded (that) the cheapest option was to close the laboratory. iX{p
REANIRNRRERANERE X ALINEE,
Sentence
In recent weeks, the country’s football clubs have been on their biggest ever spending_spree,
signing_up foreign talent for sums which, by Asian standards, have been jaw-dropping.
EF: clubs have been on their biggest ever spending spree.




signing_up foreign talent for sums which, by Asian standards, have been jaw-dropping. X &
signing up... AJAERIAERRE M EIEM B EIHHZZC, EREBD: which sign up foreign....

Jiangsu Suning,_a club owned by an eponymous retail chain, broke a record on
January 27th when it paid £25m ($35m) for Ramires, a Brazilian midfielder (known
only by his forename) who had been playing for Chelsea, an English team. That was
the most an Asian club had spent on a footballer. Seven days later Guangzhou
Evergrande Taobao took Jackson Martinez from Atlético Madrid, a big Spanish
team, for $45m. Within a couple of days Jiangsu had smashed the record again,
paying a Ukrainian team, Shakhtar Donetsk, $53m for Alex Teixeira, another
Brazilian midfielder.

Vocab
1. eponymous adj. the eponymous character of a book, play, film/ movie, etc. is the one
mentioned in the title ( 5158 ) AR
2. retail chain n. EHilE; A5 TEKE
3. forename n. a person's first name rather than the name that they share with the other
members of their family (their SURNAME ) %%
4. smash v. ¥JH; 58588 If you smash through a wall, gate, or door, you get through it by
hitting and breaking it.

e.g. The demonstrators used trucks to smash through embassy gates....~E&EFHEFEHF 7T1E
BRI T,
5. midfield n. the central part of a sports field; the group of players in this position (Ii=5/]
7 ) H7 ; PIAAR
Sentence
Jiangsu Suning, a club owned by an eponymous retail chain, broke a record on January 27th
when it paid £25m ($35m)_for Ramires, a Brazilian midfielder (known only by his forename) who
had been playing_for Chelsea, an English team.
£ Suning broke a recod
when it paid £25m ($35m) for Ramires B EMAIEME), X PEEAETHHA
a Brazilian midfielder (known only by his forename) who had been playing_for Chelsea, an English
team. #£1Tia 2 Ramires iXE who had been... B 2{&1HiX T midfielder

By the time China’s two-month-long winter transfer-period ends on February 26th,
its top-division clubs will have spent a net amount of around $300m (the amount
spent on buying players minus the amount received for selling them). That is more
than the combined net outlay of all the clubs in Europe’s top five leagues during the
winter period. The net spending of clubs in the English Premier League was the
second highest ($220m); those in China’s second division ranked third, at $55m.

Vocab
1. division n. (in Britain) one of the group of teams that a sport competition is divided
into, especially in football (SOCCER ) ( RE/ABI=s) , TUBEBKELERN ) &

e.g. a first-division team BAZZBA
2. net adj. a net amount of money is the amount that remains when nothing more is to
be taken away /#{8RY ; &Y

e.g. net income/ earnings (= after tax has been paid )4z \
3. minus prep. used when you SUBTRACT (= take away) one number or thing from


dic://surname
dic://soccer
dic://subtract

another one i ; FE
4. outlay n. the money that you have to spend in order to start a new project ( 2aiEIE
1) 72 , &H

e.g. a massive financial/ capital outlay XERNVE/ EAFX
5. league n. a group of sports teams who all play each other to earn points and find
which team is best ({AEIEsIPARY ) BXES | BXF

e.g. United were league champions last season. BAPAR ENESHEAETBE.

President Xi Jinping may be less inclined to call this mad. Oddly for someone with
so much else to worry about, from reviving_a slowing_economy to fighting
corruption,_he has set much store by football. A year ago a committee charged with
overseeing wide-ranging economic and social reforms turned its attention to an
area of great concern in the football-loving nation: its dismal performance in the
game. The committee, headed by Mr Xi, endorsed the Communist Party’s first ever
plan for “football reforms” (with “Chinese characteristics”, naturally). These, it said,
were aimed at ending the “backward” state of football in China and helping the
country realise its “dream of sporting great-powerdom”. The plan says the number
of football academies should increase tenfold to 50,000 by 2025. It decrees that
football be made compulsory at school.

Vocab
1. oddly adv. =surprisingly used to show that sth is surprising $ AZFFi ; S AR
e.g. Oddly enough, the most expensive tickets sold fastest. ZZR T , Rl ERIREE
IR,
2. revive v. ({E)E7;(1F) & X;(F) VI E ;(1F) B /X 1T When something such as the economy, a
business, a trend, or a feeling is revived or when it revives, it becomes active, popular, or
successful again.
3. corruption n. dishonest or illegal behaviour, especially of people in authority [ ; &
iS5 e e
e.g. The new district attorney has promised to fight police corruption. Fr H{FRUS AR
EREESEIABWI LS.
4. set store by set/ put (great, etc. ) 'store by sth to consider sth to be important (+%3)
= BER(EEY)
e.g. She sets great store by her appearance. ft+2EEHECHIINR,
5. committee n. &ZHR% a group of people who are chosen, usually by a larger group, to
make decisions or to deal with a particular subject
6. dismal adj. not skilful or successful; of very low quality A<ZEH ; Z309 ;| NFEARERY
e.g. The singer gave a dismal performance of some old songs. 3BRFIETJLEHEIR , 1§
BARNEARE.
7. endorse V. to say publicly that you support a person, statement or course of action ( 2
FF) %R, 5, IAe]
e.g. | wholeheartedly endorse his remarks. Bt 2 E{HANE.
8. Chinese characteristics H[E42
9. decree v. RTE;FE;& < ;MM# If someone in authority decrees that something must happen,
they decide or state this officially.
e.g. The king decreed a general amnesty.[E £ 37 7 A<,
Sentence
Oddly for someone with so much else to worry about, from reviving_a slowing_economy to




fighting_corruption, he has set much store by football.
FF: he has set much store by football.
from reviving a slowing economy to fighting corruption iXE from...to... M...Zl...

Football is particularly important for Mr Xi. He has been a fan since childhood. For a
while after he took over as China’s leader his office, or at least the room said to be
such in official photographs, featured the above picture of him as vice-president
kicking a ball in Ireland. Mr Xi’s reform plan says football can help boost patriotism
and a “collective spirit” —attributes Mr Xi is keen to inculcate in a society fractured
by rapid economic change.

Vocab
1. kick v. to hit sb/ sth with your foot 5 ; i%

e.g. The boys were kicking a ball around in the yard. B 1 FEBIX.
2. patriotism n. love of your country and willingness to defend it EEE N ; EEfEMHEH

e.g. We live in an age when patriotism is often sneered at. i f 1EFE— T EEE X EERIEZ
E=1:0]:HY a v
3. collective adj. done or shared by all members of a group of people; involving a whole
group or society &{KAHY ; HHRY ; HERY

e.g. collective leadership/ decision-making/ responsibility &/ 0S/15%k ; ETRFE
4. attribute v. ~ sth to sth to say or believe that sth is the result of a particular thingi&...|3
BT ; AA.BET

e.g. She attributes her success to hard work and a little luck. #A ot TR B EN55F0
—RES.
5. inculcate v. ~ sth (in/into sb) | ~ sb with sth (formal) to cause sb to learn and
remember ideas, moral principles, etc., especially by repeating them often REiE) ; 12
2B

6. fracture n. a break in a bone or other hard material (18487 ) S, Wi, kT, T

Chinese businesses are keen to play along. Four companies have taken over a first-
division Chinese football club in the past two years. In October China Media Capital
(CMCQ), a venture-capital firm, agreed to pay $1.3 billion for five years of television
rights to the Chinese Super League (CSL), more than 25 times the amount paid by
state television for the football season in 2015. (On February 23rd, the firm resold
the first two years of rights at a 35% profit.) In December CMC bought a 13% stake
in Manchester City, an English club, weeks after CMC'’s chairman accompanied Mr
Xi on a tour of the club’s facilities. Wang Jianlin, China’s richest man, recently
snapped up a 20% stake in Atlético Madrid. Dalian Wanda, a firm owned by Mr
Wang, is spending millions of dollars on the coaching of 180 Chinese players at
world-class facilities in Spain.

Vocab

1. play along play a'long (with sb/ sth) to pretend to agree with sb/ sth EREIIRM
e.g. | decided to play along with her idea. FREBEITMIBHIEL.

2. venture-capital firm X QIR E /5]

3. resell v. to sell sth that you have bought #£€ ; #£5E
e.g. He resells the goods at a profit. &R E A,

4. snap up PHRASAL VERB fiEzhid 16, #EET{EESMIZ) If



you snap something up, you buy it quickly because it is cheap or is just what you want.

e.g. One eagle-eyed collector snapped up a pair of Schiaparelli earrings for just £6.— MAR&EF
IRAVIEIZR LA X 6 SREBRIMN 86402 7 —RIETE IR EFIRit N E R,
5. world-class adj. as good as the best in the world tHFREKHY ; tHE E—7H9
Sentence
In December CMC bought a 13% stake in Manchester City, an English club, weeks after CMC’s
chairman accompanied Mr Xi on a tour of the club’s facilities.
FF: CMC bought a 13% stake in Manchester City.
weeks after CMC’s chairman accompanied Mr Xi on a tour of the club’s facilities. X G [E)IAIE
M, E5%ERE, BI7E chairman [E[E xi 23 club B facilities B—REZfE, CMC FXLTH13%
AR E

Money talks

As well as signing up expensive foreign players, CSL clubs have been recruiting
former managers of the English and Brazilian national teams. Guangzhou
Evergrande Taobao employs dozens of coaches from Real Madrid to train the
3,000-odd youngsters enrolled at its academy. The drawback of working for a little-
known team can be offset by a big pay-packet (Ezequiel Lavezzi, an Argentine
forward from Paris St-Germain, a French team, recently joined a provincial squad in
China for a reported salary of more than $300,000 a week). The CSL appears likely
soon to eclipse Major League Soccer in America as a destination of choice for
footballers who are more after money than prestige.

Vocab
1. as well as conj. &prep. (f&...25MN,X
2. offset v. HKiH ; 574D ; ¥MZ to use one cost, payment or situation in order to cancel or
reduce the effect of another
3.squad n. =50 (1£3 ) BA a group of players, runners, etc. from which a team is chosen
for a particular game or match

e.g. the Olympic/ national squad BEFRIT5E(ERRA ; EZRPA
4. eclipse v. =outshine,overshadow {5558 ; AIERZIUAL ; (FTHEREZEM to make sb/ sth
seem dull or unimportant by comparison

e.g. Though a talented player, he was completely eclipsed by his brother. ftBE@2E—1K
ZHNEMR |, BSMHRTBELERAKLE T,
5. prestige n. =status E{{S ; 2 ; FEE the respect and admiration that sb/ sth has
because of their social position, or what they have done
Sentence
The CSL appears likely soon to eclipse Major League Soccer in America as a destination of
choice for footballers who are more after money than prestige.
F+: CSL appears likely soon to eclipse MLS.
XERT— eclipse #zhiE, {#X&, Bl CSL HIFERIRREEE MLS FBAKE,
AENLEEEN as IRETF: BAKBNERERER CSL EEN—1 KGR destination

Mr Xi sees the game as a useful tool of diplomacy (his overseas visits often involve
football-related events). But China’s league is still a long way from exerting the kind
of soft power that the English Premier League bestows upon Britain (ask any taxi
driver in China). Mr Xi has said he dreams of China winning the World Cup. England
itself has no blueprint for that.



Vocab
1. exert v. IZA ; 17{F ; §BH0 to use power or influence to affect sb/ sth

e.g. He exerted all his authority to make them accept the plan. {tFBBAOFFER 1L
iE=XANTX.
2. bestow v. ~sth (on/upon sb) 455 ; #&F ; @45 to give sth to sb, especially to show
how much they are respected
3. blueprint n. ~ (for sth) 170755 ; itXI#E a plan which shows what can be achieved
and how it can be achieved

e.g. a blueprint for the privatization of health care {REFABHEE

From the print edition: China

Football: Patriotic goal
AEER: 22 3 S H bR

Big spending on foreign football players has a political aim, too.

TEAMEBR 53 B AL R e A BR H Y.

CHINESE demand for the world's commodities may be sputtering, but not for the most vital
ingredient of football: its players. In recent weeks, the country's football clubs have been
on their biggest ever spending spree, signing up foreign talent for sums which, by Asian
standards, have been jaw-dropping. One local newspaper in China said anyone who paid
attention to Chinese football would conclude that the clubs had "gone mad".
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Jiangsu Suning, a club owned by an eponymous retail chain, broke a record on January
27th when it paid £25m ($35m) for Ramires, a Brazilian midfielder (known only by his
forename) who had been playing for Chelsea, an English team. That was the most an
Asian club had spent on a footballer. Seven days later Guangzhou Evergrande Taobao
took Jackson Martinez from Atlético Madrid, a big Spanish team, for $45m. Within a couple
of days Jiangsu had smashed the record again, paying a Ukrainian team, Shakhtar
Donetsk, $53m for Alex Teixeira, another Brazilian midfielder.
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By the time China's two-month-long winter transfer-period ends on February 26th, its top-
division clubs will have spent a net amount of around $300m (the amount spent on buying
players minus the amount received for selling them). That is more than the combined net
outlay of all the clubs in Europe's top five leagues during the winter period. The net

spending of clubs in the English Premier League was the second highest ($220m); those
in China's second division ranked third, at $55m.
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President Xi Jinping may be less inclined to call this mad. Oddly for someone with so much
else to worry about, from reviving a slowing economy to fighting corruption, he has set
much store by football. A year ago a committee charged with overseeing wide-ranging
economic and social reforms turned its attention to an area of great concern in the football-
loving nation: its dismal performance in the game. The committee, headed by Mr Xi,
endorsed the Communist Party's first ever plan for "football reforms" (with "Chinese
characteristics", naturally) . These, it said, were aimed at ending the "backward" state of
football in China and helping the country realise its "dream of sporting great-powerdom".
The plan says the number of football academies should increase tenfold to 50,000 by
2025. It decrees that football be made compulsory at school.
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Football is particularly important for Mr Xi. He has been a fan since childhood. For a while
after he took over as China's leader his office, or at least the room said to be such in
official photographs, featured the above picture of him as vice-president kicking a ball in
Ireland. Mr Xi's reform plan says football can help boost patriotism and a "collective spirit"
—attributes Mr Xi is keen to inculcate in a society fractured by rapid economic change.
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Chinese businesses are keen to play along. Four companies have taken over a first-
division Chinese football club in the past two years. In October China Media Capital
(CMC), a venture-capital firm, agreed to pay $1.3 billion for five years of television rights to
the Chinese Super League (CSL), more than 25 times the amount paid by state television
for the football season in 2015. On February 23rd, the firm resold the first two years of
rights at a 35% profit. In December CMC bought a 13% stake in Manchester City, an
English club, weeks after CMC's chairman accompanied Mr Xi on a tour of the club's
facilities. Wang Jianlin, China's richest man, recently snapped up a 20% stake in Atlético
Madrid. Dalian Wanda, a firm owned by Mr Wang, is spending millions of dollars on the
coaching of 180 Chinese players at world-class facilities in Spain.
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As well as signing up expensive foreign players, CSL clubs have been recruiting former
managers of the English and Brazilian national teams. Guangzhou Evergrande Taobao
employs dozens of coaches from Real Madrid to train the 3,000-odd youngsters enrolled at
its academy. The drawback of working for a little-known team can be offset by a big pay-
packet (Ezequiel Lavezzi, an Argentine forward from Paris St-Germain, a French team,
recently joined a provincial squad in China for a reported salary of more than $300,000 a
week). The CSL appears likely soon to eclipse Major League Soccer in America as a
destination of choice for footballers who are more after money than prestige.
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Mr Xi sees the game as a useful tool of diplomacy (his overseas visits often involve
football-related events). But China's league is still a long way from exerting the kind of soft
power that the English Premier League bestows upon Britain (ask any taxi driver in China).
Mr Xi has said he dreams of China winning the World Cup. England itself has no blueprint
for that.
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