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Family relationships
Divorce: a love story

While the government talks up family values, marriage break-ups are soaring
Jan 23rd 2016 | CHONGQING | From the print edition

Vocab
1.talk up PHRASAL v. EK; 39 E%;W# If someone talks up a particular thing, they make it
sound more interesting, valuable, or likely than it originally seemed.

e.g. He'll be talking up his plans for the economy.fth = AKEEWiEEH S HERZ 1R,
2. break up PHRASAL v. IBIRXZ) K3, &R (BIHXZR) If a marriage breaks up or if
someone breaks it up, the marriage ends and the partners separate.

e.g. Fred has given me no good reason for wanting to break up our marriage.# & 122 BE A F—

MEELERFANEWAIIEHIEH,

YANG YOURONG'’s wife kicks him as they walk upstairs and he falls back a few
steps, then follows again at a distance up to the cramped offices of a district-
government bureau handling divorces in Chongqing, a region in the south-east.
After more than 20 years of marriage, Mr Yang’s wife has had several affairs; she is
“quick tempered”, he says (she had slapped him earlier, he claims). At the bureau,
divorce takes half an hour and costs 9 yuan ($1.40). It is administered a few steps
away from where other couples get married and take celebratory photographs. Mr
Yang and his wife have second thoughts, however; they return home, still arguing.
Most couples hesitate less.

Vocab
1. cramped adj. a cramped room, etc. does not have enough space for the people in it}
R ; BRI
e.g. working in cramped conditions TEFTHIIREE TIE
2. bureau n. (in the US) a government department or part of a government
department (EEBUFER]) B &, &
e.g. the Federal Bureau of Investigation EX¥BiEES
3. affair n. a sexual relationship between two people, usually when one or both of them is
married to sb else (JGIEEIEELMY ) FAE , KiiEI=E
e.g. She is having an affair with her boss.{thIREIRGEKXZR,
4. slap v. =smack to hit sb/ sth with the flat part of your hand ( HFZE)$7, 38, @
5. second thoughts BB E; EFER

Divorce rates are rising quickly across China. This is a remarkable transformation in
a society where for centuries marriage was universal and mostly permanent (though
convention permitted men to take concubines). Under Communist rule, traditional
values have retained a strong influence over family relationships: during much of the
Mao era, divorce was very unusual. It became more common in the 1980s, but a
marriage law adopted in 1994 still required a reference from an employer or
community leader. Not until 2003 were restrictions removed.




Vocab

1. concubine n. (especially in some societies in the past) a woman who lives with a man,
often in addition to his wife or wives, but who is less important than they are ( JUig|BA
HUHSBRY ) 2, KK, N\EE

Sentence

Under Communist rule, traditional values have retained a strong_influence over family
relationships: during_ much of the Mao era, divorce was very unusual.

FT: traditional values have retained a strong_influence X retain BJBAIEHN, HAEE

The trend reflects profound economic and social change. In the past 35 years, the
biggest internal migration experienced by any country in human history has been
tearing_families apart. Traditional values have been giving way to more liberal ones.
Women are becoming better educated, and more aware of their marital rights (they
now initiate over half of all divorce cases). Greater affluence has made it easier for
many people to contemplate living alone—no longer is there such an incentive to
stay married in order to pool resources.

Vocab
1. marital adj. $§9RAY Marital is used to describe things relating to marriage.
e.g. Her son had no marital problems. i) L +3% 78 {&1R 5] 1,
2. initiate v. =set in motion to make sth begin 4 ; &S ; B4
3. affluence n. E44; =& Affluence is the state of having a lot of money or a high standard of
living.
4. contemplate v. =consider, think about/of to think about whether you should do sth, or
how you should do sth && ; B& ; A5
5. incentive ~ (for/ to sb/ sth) (to do sth) something that encourages you to do sth &
I6h ; RUES ; SxEh
e.g. There is no incentive for people to save fuel. ;JFEFEANITBLAREHIEFIE,
OPP=disincentive
Sentence
In the past 35 years, the biggest internal migration experienced by any country in human history
has been tearing families apart.
*+iE: the biggest internal migration experienced by any country in human history X E by any
country in human history 2 AREMX TN AOTREEAELDE EAEAERFPHEARN
181E: has been tearing tear #i, #i% 7xREE

As long as both sides agree on terms, China is now among the easiest and
cheapest places in the world to get a divorce. In many Western countries, including
Britain, couples must separate for a period before dissolving a marriage; China has
no such constraints. In 2014, the latest year for which such data exist, about 3.6m
couples split up—more than double the number a decade earlier (they received a
red certificate, pictured, to prove it). The divorce rate—the number of cases per
thousand people—also doubled in that period. It now stands at 2.7, well above the
rate in most of Europe and approaching that of America, the most divorce-prone
Western country (see chart). Chongqing’s rate, 4.4, is higher than America’s.

Vocab



1. dissolve v. to officially end a marriage, business agreement or parliament f#& ( ISIRFX
) ;&I (BN ) ; BE(NS)

e.g. Their marriage was dissolved in 1999. {tB{{JF 1999 FEfFi& T ISR <2,
2. split up PHRASAL VERB-RECIP-ERG(f£) %3 ; (1) & 18 If two people split up, or if someone
or something splits them up, they end their relationship or marriage.

e.g. Research suggests that children whose parents split up are more likely to drop out of high
school.. iR KRIA, KEBEFNZHFESSHMPEFRRIER,
3. prone adj. likely to suffer or do the thing mentioned Bf.. iR ; ZTFE=...0Y

e.g. error-prone ZSZH$EAY injury-prone 3Z25{BHY
Sentence
In 2014, the latest year for which such data exist, about 3.6m couples split up—more than
double the number a decade earlier (they received a red certificate, pictured, to prove it).
F+: 3.6m couples split up
In 2014, the latest year for which such data exist A |g]
more than double the number a decade earlier {&4fiZ1E& 3.6m couples

Helped by the huge movement of people from the countryside into cities, and the
rapid spread of social media, the availability of potential mates has grown with
astonishing_speed, both geographically and virtually. But many migrants marry in
their home villages and often live apart from their spouses for lengthy periods. This
has contributed to a big increase in extramarital liaisons. Married people previously
had limited opportunities to meet members of the opposite sex in social situations,
according to research by Li Xiaomin of Henan University. Peng Xiaobo, a divorce
lawyer in Chongqing, reckons 60-70% of his clients have had affairs.

Vocab
1. lengthy adj. very long, and often too long, in time or size R ; KA ; KN

e.g. the lengthy process of obtaining a visa FE&IFHERKITTE
2. extramarital adj. happening outside marriage 1&45MY

e.g. Her husband has admitted having an extra-marital affair. it Sz KFEIA B IEIME .
3. liaison n. FAi@; FAIE; BIT You can refer to a sexual or romantic relationship between two
people as a liaison
Sentence
Helped by the huge movement of people from the countryside into cities, and the rapid spread of
social media, the availability of potential mates has grown with astonishing_speed, both
geographically and virtually.
ZFF: the availability of potential mates has grown with astonishing speed JB7EfFBIUA—DIREA
IRIFHNREIE K
Helped by... BIEX &2 2R E
both geographically and virtually. geographically [R3E&#hI2 F#Y, (BR2XEH virtually BEC(E
FA, ATAEERERIISEFR, (EREE TIHENERRERR

Such behaviour has led to much soul-searching. The notion that “chopsticks come
in pairs” is still prevalent; propaganda posters preach Confucian-style family virtues
using pictures of happy, multi-generation families. (President Xi Jinping is on his
second marriage but this is rarely mentioned.) Many commentators _in the official
media talk of separation as a sign of moral failure; they fret that it signifies the
decline of marriage, and of family as a social unit—a threat, as they see it, to social




stability and even a cause of crime. The spread of “Western values” is often
blamed.

Vocab
1. soul-searching n. the careful examination of your thoughts and feelings, for example
in order to reach the correct decision or solution to sth x5 ; A&

e.g. My year was really spent doing a lot of soul-searching and trying to find out what
had gone wrong in my life. . X—53k, HEMHIT T FZRZNRE, BN EBESHE
EPRIERME H T B)RE,

2. chopstick n. TR+ Chopsticks are a pair of thin sticks which people in China and the Far East
use to eat their food.

3. prevalent adj. =common, widespread ~ (among sb) | ~ (in sb/ sth) that exists or is very
common at a particular time or in a particular place JR{789; ZBEFEMN; BTN

4. propaganda n. BUA4H4R#)) E1%& Propaganda is information, often inaccurate information,
which a political organization publishes or broadcasts in order to influence people.

5. poster n. =placard a large notice, often with a picture on it, that is put in a public place
to advertise sth BN4HE ; ;&

6. preach v. to tell people about a particular religion, way of life, system, etc. in order to
persuade them to accept it 5% , 57 , Eift (BN, EFHH. AFH%F)

7. Confucian adj. based on or believing the teachings of the

Chinese PHILOSOPHER ConfuciusfEzHY ; EFH ; FLFSHRA

8. virtue n. behaviour or attitudes that show high moral standards SHEE ; FESE
BT

9. commentator n. 1185 A commentator is someone who often writes or broadcasts about a
particular subject.

10. separation n. a decision that a husband and wife make to live apart while they are still
legally married 53/&

11. fret ~ (about/ over sth) to be worried or unhappy and not able to relax & ; JiE ;
EEAR

e.g. Her baby starts to fret as soon as she goes out of the room. ftt—EHEE , 22)LH
12. signify v. =mean to be a sign of sth &~ ; 188 ; Flir

e.g. This decision signified a radical change in their policies. X/NREZRH T IHBEE
BRETRAZL,

Sentence

Many commentators in the official media talk of separation as a sign of moral failure; they fret
that it signifies the decline of marriage, and of family as a social unit—a threat, as they see it, to
social stability and even a cause of crime.

EF: they fret that it signifies the decline of marriage

But marriage is not losing its lustre. In most countries, rising divorce rates coincide
with more births out of wedlock and a fall in marriage rates. China bucks both these
trends. Remarriage is common too. The Chinese have not fallen out of love with
marriage—only with each other.

Vocab
1. lustre n. the quality of being special in a way that is exciting 585¢ ; Jt¥ ; ofE
e.g. The presence of the prince added lustre to the occasion. EFHIHINGBRZE


dic://philosopher

R T H
2. coincide v. ~ (with sth/ sb) to take place at the same time[@EHt &4
e.g. The strike was timed to coincide with the party conference. EBRE TiIREBFFBE
A=HE—AYEZ1T,
3. wedlock n. the state of being married I8 ; BIERZS
e.g. children born in/out of wedlock (= whose parents are/are not married )ig4/4FIE
&7
4. buck v. to resist or oppose sth ¥#E#E| ; &=
e.g. One or two companies have managed to buck the trend of the recession.5—3<
NEIIME T &5 ERaYEL.
Sentence
The Chinese have not fallen out of love with marriage—only with each other.
not fallen out of love with marriage RRH & B A= REIE
PRI —only with each other kR, TBEERHRZRKIL

It is tradition itself that is partly to blame for rising divorce rates. China’s legal
marriage age for men, 22, is the highest in the world. But conservative attitudes to
premarital relationships result in Chinese youths having fewer of them than their
counterparts in the West (they are urged to concentrate on their studies and
careers, rather than socialise or explore). Living together before marriage is still rare,
although that is changing among educated youngsters. People still face social
pressure to marry in their 20s. Their inexperience makes it more than usually difficult
for them to select a good partner.

Vocab
1. premarital adj. happening before marriage &89
2. eresult in &3
3. inexperience n. lack of knowledge and experience fR=2L% ;| RUATE
e.g. His mistake was due to youth and inexperience. tBHIKIZREREBFRISERN.
Sentence
It is tradition itself that is partly to blame for rising divorce rates.

BT, BMERAEST ESHBER LANIORE

Couples’ ageing relatives are part of the problem too. Yan Yunxiang of the
University of California, Los Angeles, says “parent-driven divorce” is becoming
more common. As a result of China’s one-child-per-couple policy (recently changed
to a two-child one), many people have no siblings to share the burden of looking
after parents and grandparents. Thus couples often find themselves living with, or
being_ watched over by, several—often contending—elders. Mr Yan says the older
ones’ interference fuels conjugal conflict. Sometimes parents urge their children to
divorce their partners as a way to deal with rifts.

Vocab
1. relative n. =relation a person who is in the same family as sb else & ; @
2. sibling n. a brother or sister 5 ; 8 ; 8 ; tk
3. contend v. to compete against sb in order to gain sth &5 ; &35
e.g. Three armed groups were contending for power. = PMNHZEEFEFERTN.
4. conjugal adj. connected with marriage and the sexual relationship between a husband



and wife §&1HAY ; KZEAY

5. rift n. =breach, division a serious disagreement between people that stops their
relationship from continuing & ; 5l ; FEAH

Sentence

1. As a result of China’s one-child-per-couple policy (recently changed to a two-child one), many,
people have no siblings to share the burden of looking after parents and grandparents.

F+: many people have no siblings to share...

As aresult of... XE5| & T RENKIBAG]

2. Thus couples often find themselves living with, or being watched over by, several—often
contending—elders. Mr Yan says the older ones’ interference fuels conjugal conflict.

FF: Thus couples often find themselves living with elders.

or being watched over by, several—often contending B {¥BRIELK, living with elders, ZAE# /1,
1 elders I15fll, FEEITS X5 A—1 contend

Women are more likely to be the ones who suffer financially when this happens.
Rising_divorce rates reflect the spread of more tolerant, permissive values towards
women, but legislation tends to favour men in divorce settlements. A legal
interpretation issued in 2003 says that if a divorce is disputed, property bought for
one partner by a spouse’s parents before marriage can revert to the partner alone.
That usually means the husband’s family: they often try to increase their child’s
ability to attract a mate by buying him a home.

Vocab
1. permissive adj. allowing or showing a freedom of behaviour that many people do not
approve of, especially in sexual matters BY{ERY ; UBH ; TERY ; ( THERMEXR ) BRI
2. favour v. to treat sb better than you treat other people, especially in an unfair way
= ; RrAlRRE ; (w8

e.g. The treaty seems to favour the US. XPMEAUFRAZER.
3. divorce settlements B IE RN
4.revertto v. 1kE, EIE(ZIMBIRPIAZ. #IESL1T79) When people or things revert to a
previous state, system, or type of behaviour, they go back to it.

e.g. Jackson said her boss became increasingly depressed and reverted to smoking heavily.7s
FENR A ERITE MRS, XFeHtamimE T,
Sentence
Rising divorce rates reflect the spread of more tolerant, permissive values towards women, but
legislation tends to favour men in divorce settlements.
ZF+: Rising divorce rates reflect values towards women.

In 2011 the Supreme Court went further. It ruled that in contested cases (as about
one-fifth of divorces are), the property would be considered that of one partner
alone if that partner’s parents had bought it for him or her after the couple had got
married. In addition, if one partner (rather than his or her parents) had bought a
home before the couple wed, that person could be awarded sole ownership by a
divorce court. This ruling has put women at a disadvantage too: by convention they
are less often named on deeds.

Vocab
1. contested adj. H&iXHY



2. sole adj. only; single {(XGHI ; E—HY

e.g. My sole reason for coming here was to see you.FZEX) LE—HREFHERER.
3. deed n. a legal document that you sign, especially one that proves that you own a
house or a building ( /G187 ) 329 , IEH

e.g. the deeds of the house F¥2
Sentence
It ruled that in contested cases (as about one-fifth of divorces are), the property would be
considered that of one partner alone if that partner’s parents had bought it for him or her after
the couple had got married.
FF: It ruled that XE it 354X _E—H)AY the Supreme Court. Thi8 rule EXENEEBZENET
that in contested cases (as about one-fifth of divorces are), the property would be considered
that of one partner alone X/ that MEIHIFE1ERE the property 1§IEZ would be considered [GH
19 that 2351 the property
if that partner’s parents had bought it for him or her after the couple had got married. if [FEIRY
that 251X him or her, if MBJEIEIEE parents, 181E7= had bought, it 2F51% the property

In practice, if the couple has children the person with custody often keeps the home
—more often the mother. Yet the court’s interpretation sets a worrying precedent for
divorced women. Their difficulties may be compounded by the two-child policy,
which came into effect on January 1st. If couples have two children and both
partners want custody, judges often assign parents one child each. Marriage and
the family are still strong in China—but children clearly lie in a different asset class.

Vocab
1. custody n. the legal right or duty to take care of or keep sb/ sth; the act of taking care
of sth/ sb i ; RE ; WP ; (REN
e.g. Who will have custody of the children?iER G EH IGIPIXLIZF ?
2. precedent n. a similar action or event that happened earlier ScgiHIAYEEAF] ; BifFl ; Sl
e.g. Such protests are without precedent in recent history XN EHEILLH E8E
3. compound v. to make sth bad become even worse by causing further damage or
problems S5 ; fE%4L
e.g. The problems were compounded by severe food shortages. FEERIEY SRR
—E.
4. come into effect FHIAERK

From the print edition: China

Family relationships
Divorce: a love story

While the government talks up family values, marriage break-ups are soaring.

YANG YOURONG's wife kicks him as they walk upstairs and he falls back a few steps,
then follows again at a distance up to the cramped offices of a district-government bureau
handling divorces in Chongqing, a region in the south-east. After more than 20 years of



marriage, Mr Yang's wife has had several affairs; she is “quick tempered”, he says (she
had slapped him earlier, he claims). At the bureau, divorce takes half an hour and costs 9
yuan ($1.40). It is administered a few steps away from where other couples get married
and take celebratory photographs. Mr Yang and his wife have second thoughts, however;
they return home, still arguing. Most couples hesitate less.

i LRI, M ACORIFE B T, ABERR 7L WRIERIREEE B IR
A FOR B TP (PEVIRHER) ALE B ISP N T BURF NS %o (EZ5IR20 4 L
WS EEET B SR, BRI R BT (METRIE LR T —E%) . &
BUSH I AL B B IRAR Y . TRARIT NI, FETROTT (RA1.43850) o ALH B IS A H T BE
B A R FELEISF UL ARG IS IR 7 A T LI . e e 2 X e AR & . (BT
25, ORGP RZBRITA S IXAREE

Divorce rates are rising quickly across China. This is a remarkable transformation in a
society where for centuries marriage was universal and mostly permanent (though
convention permitted men to take concubines). Under Communist rule, traditional values
have retained a strong influence over family relationships: during much of the Mao era,
divorce was very unusual. It became more common in the 1980s, but a marriage law
adopted in 1994 still required a reference from an employer or community leader. Not until
2003 were restrictions removed.

H ] 4 M B B IR R IR AE PG Bk e XA L2 DOR IS IR # e m HAR E AL 2okl (R
BHEi LB RTHANE)  XE—ANERWFELE . ERILAGHET, FEWNEXTRERR
IR AR B FEBEARNAA, B EFE I . 2505 20t 2080 47 4K FF 45 45 45 5 i i
oK, AH1Q9A4E JF Uify S ik 1) B85 4R v A4k R 75 22 Ji 32 a4 X4 5 I L IR B S RE U B S
1, ELF|20034F X —HLE A BR R o

The trend reflects profound economic and social change. In the past 35 years, the biggest
internal migration experienced by any country in human history has been tearing families
apart. Traditional values have been giving way to more liberal ones. Women are becoming
better educated, and more aware of their marital rights (they now initiate over half of all
divorce cases). Greater affluence has made it easier for many people to contemplate living
alone—no longer is there such an incentive to stay married in order to pool resources.

RS TIRZ ATt A8 . 7R R854, EZAME N N DA -
Dok A BRI A AU R R, X W IETE S BOE 2 R IERE. oS IEFEWE o A h W
ST LVEZHE R EBORB R, N T AR IR A b A & FPAR (B A a2
BB IS H G AR B MR M) o PR BRI ATECE B MR AT REE . BROABATA
a2 1 LT PRI DR 5 45 A HRIRZS o

As long as both sides agree on terms, China is now among the easiest and cheapest
places in the world to get a divorce. In many Western countries, including Britain, couples
must separate for a period before dissolving a marriage; China has no such constraints. In
2014, the latest year for which such data exist, about 3.6m couples split up—more than
double the number a decade earlier (they received a red certificate, pictured, to prove it) .
The divorce rate—the number of cases per thousand people—also doubled in that period.
It now stands at 2.7, well above the rate in most of Europe and approaching that of
America, the most divorce-prone Western country. Chongqing's rate, 4.4, is higher than
America's.

SEU7HRIR S — B0, o E R B IS T P Bt R B iR o IR Ay . 7E AR S E TE



WHITFZ PTT K, RIETERIS AT 20 Ja—Beif 1], i 7E b B X A FR o AR A 2R
T 201 442508 s . 2014484453607 % RIA I B8 T4 — — X — P & H4ERTHY
WMELL L (A28 LU IR RIE B B IS A%« BISR (BT NP B ) 7ER—
IR E T — 3 . BUTE E RIS RIAE2.7, WMINKRZ B ERMERL . IEEZ
F R E XA B ISR R P T E K . R BRI A B ISR k4.4, HEREHRE S

Helped by the huge movement of people from the countryside into cities, and the rapid
spread of social media, the availability of potential mates has grown with astonishing
speed, both geographically and virtually. But many migrants marry in their home villages
and often live apart from their spouses for lengthy periods. This has contributed to a big
increase in extramarital liaisons. Married people previously had limited opportunities to
meet members of the opposite sex in social situations, according to research by Li Xiaomin
of Henan University. Peng Xiaobo, a divorce lawyer in Chongging, reckons 60-70% of his
clients have had affairs.

RERAT N BEAST, LRSS, A A e 2 B S A P a7 HE UL 45
2, ETEMHR BRSNS R . PR AIHER 2 BRI,
{EL ] A A RO B I ) S b i o X (AU AN AN R R B o AR T g R 2 2= B Y 5
EH, dEBISAN LS PSRN SRA R BRI FI N T, A
% ;1 H60% 2| 70%#R A7 i 1AM -

Such behaviour has led to much soul-searching. The notion that “chopsticks come in pairs”
is still prevalent; propaganda posters preach Confucian-style family virtues using pictures
of happy, multi-generation families. President Xi Jinping is on his second marriage but this
is rarely mentioned. Many commentators in the official media talk of separation as a sign of
moral failure; they fret that it signifies the decline of marriage, and of family as a social unit
—a threat, as they see it, to social stability and even a cause of crime. The spread of
“Western values” is often blamed.

XFERAT I E NG R ZI M SR o “B OB XA L S AR IR, HL B A% iR 22 A
AR R EEEREGIHERN K EN S STE-FER W2 0, HXAFAR e 2.
WL B TR TFE N R 73 e LA E B TSR — PP AL, A THHLC X ERE IS A AN 2K i —
R HE 2 BT R — — M X B S SRR E R 2R R LR ARE R “Pi W
BHY AR O R R AN

But marriage is not losing its lustre. In most countries, rising divorce rates coincide with
more births out of wedlock and a fall in marriage rates. China bucks both these trends.
Remarriage is common too. The Chinese have not fallen out of love with marriage—only
with each other.

HISIRIF A KRR M. ERSHER, BISEMN LTSk S SIS 4 F R0 TS,
USERE TR T EEIYEIX BT AR AR R PSR AR R TR IR . P E A X 4
ISATERCR, FURTE LIS RO AT Z -

It is tradition itself that is partly to blame for rising divorce rates. China's legal marriage age
for men, 22, is the highest in the world. But conservative attitudes to premarital
relationships result in Chinese youths having fewer of them than their counterparts in the
West (they are urged to concentrate on their studies and careers, rather than socialise or
explore). Living together before marriage is still rare, although that is changing among
educated youngsters. People still face social pressure to marry in their 20s. Their



inexperience makes it more than usually difficult for them to select a good partner.

Wt b, BISERM EIROZE s AR TG EA S . T E 5 YRR E S5 IS 225
SRR o WIS HT & R I RSP BEIE S0P B AR LL PG 77 [ 3 A Bl 75 T 2250 5 /D
(flo A7 TR BRI B AN B IR AR, T 20 AR S ) o IS0 [R] JE AR ARAR D
W, REGUIEEMNZEBTRFERNIBEIF G LA . e R RIRER N11120% 2 45
05, AR 250 A R H LR TR B ik — AL AR

Couples' ageing relatives are part of the problem too. Yan Yunxiang of the University of
California, Los Angeles, says “parent-driven divorce” is becoming more common. As a
result of China's one-child-per-couple policy (recently changed to a two-child one), many
people have no siblings to share the burden of looking after parents and grandparents.
Thus couples often find themselves living with, or being watched over by, several—often
contending—elders. Mr Yan says the older ones' interference fuels conjugal conflict.
Sometimes parents urge their children to divorce their partners as a way to deal with rifts.

ARER/INT 1 AR ZE S R 2 R 20 IR A o AL T IS AZ WL N R 27 4 =) JC AR AR AL B 1 38 Y
BN R B 5 o T EAE TR BOR (B8 7 BRSNS LR IR
Ko PHIR A BERIAHAC BEI T VR 2 RFEAFABULAACEHR R, Z BB ATHY
W, RS IR LK 3R A A K AP ALRF e ESEEN. 2 AT T BRI T 3540 < 2 N
Ao A IHEASBEEL B 2 BORMA T F 20 5 HAFE B IS . RAEFE AR A Z 18] % R I 2K .

Women are more likely to be the ones who suffer financially when this happens. Rising
divorce rates reflect the spread of more tolerant, permissive values towards women, but
legislation tends to favour men in divorce settlements. A legal interpretation issued in 2003
says that if a divorce is disputed, property bought for one partner by a spouse's parents
before marriage can revert to the partner alone. That usually means the husband's family:
they often try to increase their child's ability to attract a mate by buying him a home.

MR FF RS, L AT REAEN 95 T N T o B BISRA LTS 7O 2V B TR
B RSB, (B YR T A B U P BT T B 1) T 55 1 . 2003 4F % AT VA A SUARFE
PR, IR EHSOUTAFAESUL, o5 BB A BEYENS B A H- 2 W 3K BA) g 7 T LU IE]JE 2% e
BT XBHE PN RIER BIERIZREE: 5575 S ERHEF F )L 3K b P R S THH I 5] 5
PERIWS] F1

In 2011 the Supreme Court went further. It ruled that in contested cases (as about one-fifth
of divorces are), the property would be considered that of one partner alone if that
partner's parents had bought it for him or her after the couple had got married. In addition,
if one partner (rather than his or her parents) had bought a home before the couple wed,
that person could be awarded sole ownership by a divorce court. This ruling has put
women at a disadvantage too: by convention they are less often named on deeds.

2011 4E R ket — A HUE . TEAF IR (BIRRP AT 2 — A RFN) |
USR5 BCAB B S B A B AR WS R W 3K s 7 . IR A% 55 7 A A 7 BB T i . it
b, WNR—ITEAE (AEHARE) FEXU IS AT SE T —Ab B, R4 BT 2 A P A
B RSE R e XAFRIILE RIAELE L VENZ 5 SFse BARTE I, WA IR0 &4 il A
BUE B3 HIE Lo

In practice, if the couple has children the person with custody often keeps the home —more
often the mother. Yet the court's interpretation sets a worrying precedent for divorced



women. Their difficulties may be compounded by the two-child policy, which came into
effect on January 1st. If couples have two children and both partners want custody, judges
often assign parents one child each. Marriage and the family are still strong in China—but
children clearly lie in a different asset class.
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