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Poverty in China
Just a little bit richer

How much has a flagship official scheme played in China’s impressive record of
reducing poverty?
Apr 4th 2015 | TIANZHEN COUNTY, SHANXI | From the print edition

Vocab
1. flagship n. Ek&E;EFT7= ;&AL & The flagship of a group of things that are owned or
produced by a particular organization is the most important one.

e.g. The company plans to open a flagship store in New York this month./A 5] %74 B A2
—RIEMIE.

THE villagers of Dingjiayan subsist on corn, potatoes, sunflowers and the few
vegetables they grow. They sell the surplus and buy meat and a few other
necessities in the nearby county town of Tianzhen. Its mud-and-brick buildings, and
its setting_.among_dusty hills in the north-eastern corner of Shanxi province, offer
little to the occasional visitor to distinguish it from countless other parts of China
where hard work brings but a meagre living. Yet Tianzhen county, of which
Dingjiayan is a part, is one of just 592 areas that the central government designates
as “impoverished”.

Vocab
1. subsist v. ~ (on sth) to manage to stay alive, especially with limited food or
money ( IEEBIRNEYEEE ) 45EE | BH
e.g. Old people often subsist on very small incomes. EAFEZETHREEAMNEERE
H.
2. surplus n. an amount that is extra or more than you need iIH ; Fl& ; IRIE ; FIFRE
e.g. Wheat was in surplus that year. Jp—F/NEZ5.,
3. mud-and-brick &R
4. dusty adj. full of dust; covered with dust fEiERER ; KEBER
5. meagre adj. =paltry small in quantity and poor in quality /0809 ; SEN
e.g. She supplements her meagre income by cleaning at night. #tSEREMMGES TH4N T
HEGEAIMIN.
6. designate v. ~ sth (as) sth | ~ sth (as being sth) to say officially that sth has a
particular character or name; to describe sth in a particular way 43 ; I8
e.g. This area has been designated (as) a National Park. AXBEAERAHE.,
7. impoverished adj. very poor; without money 782 ; 28—
e.g. the impoverished areas of the city X MEHHRRX
Sentence
lts mud-and-brick buildings, and its setting_among dusty hills in the north-eastern corner of
Shanxi province, offer little to the occasional visitor to distinguish it from countless other parts of
China where hard work brings but a meagre living.
ZE+: buildings offer little to visitor to distinguish it. 1§15 offer
and its setting_among_dusty hills... X EB$gH8 7 XLt buildings BRI E, HIIIBD




offer little to the occasional visitor to distinguish it X # it 15892 £ X # Dingjiayan
from countless other parts of China where hard work brings but a meagre living. MEAREFE

Hithith75, where MNAITERX B LT, EIFENSGIFHERNRZBHENESE

China’s official threshold for rural poverty is an annual income of 2,300 yuan ($370)
per person. But the criteria for classifying a village or county are complex and often
revised. They include comparisons of poverty rates and average incomes with those
of the province, adjustments for inflation, quotas on the number of villages that may
count as poor and a ban on including_villages that own collective enterprises,
whatever their income level. Though dozens of places have been listed and delisted
every few years since the 1990s, the total has remained curiously fixed —at 592.

Vocab
1. threshold n. the level at which sth starts to happen or have an effect [ ; & ; A
e.g. My earnings are just above the tax threshold (= more than the amount at which
you start paying tax ). FRAIMIARIRIFEIS IR .
2. criteria n. (criterionf9E %) a standard or principle by which sth is judged, or with the
help of which a decision is made ( FFHISAERER ) T , AR , R
3. classify v. to arrange sth in groups according to features that they have in common %
E=ES
4. revise v. to change sth, such as a book or an estimate, in order to correct or improve
it1ge , 11T (BT, EEF)
e.g. We may have to revise this figure upwards. EfEFESX N EFE HB—E.
5. comparison n. ~ (of A and/ to/ with B) | ~ (between A and B ) an occasion when two or
more people or things are compared XLt ; #8EL
6. inflation n. BEIREAK Inflation is a general increase in the prices of goods and services in a
country.
7. fixed adj. staying the same; not changing or able to be changed EEH ; AZHY ; FBEZS
£
e.g. The money has been invested for a fixed period. . IXERINCAEEHIIZE.
Sentence
They include comparisons of poverty rates and average incomes with those of the province,
adjustments for inflation, quotas on the number of villages that may count as poor and a ban on
including villages that own collective enterprises, whatever their income level.
FF: They include comparisons of...with those of... EEf comparisons HILERITRESAELE
£, comparison of A with B, 5ZAZ N EZEFAIKRNAILEER
that may count as poor $5RIHERAIBBLER] UBERE
and a ban on including_villages that own collective enterprises, whatever their income level. X2

8 that 211 villages FrBRBE AW IR

7

An “impoverished” designation brings substantial subsidies. But Ding Tianyu, who

has lived in Dingjiayan for all his 73 years, says he hardly notices. Most households
earn about 10,000 yuan a year, he says, and get a subsidy of 80 yuan for each mu

(614 square metres) of land they farm. “I have five mu,” Mr Ding says. “When there
is enough rain | am fine, and when | get the subsidy | feel just a little bit richer.”

Vocab
1. designation n. a name, title or description &Fx ; #8S ; FRIFE



2. substantial adj. =considerable large in amount, value or importance X&) ; {MEEX
B ; EXAY

e.g. He ate a substantial breakfast. {ftiz 7 —Ifi=EBRHIRE,
3. subsidy n. #Mib; B ;2 NE A subsidy is money that is paid by a government or other
authority in order to help an industry or business, or to pay for a public service.

e.g. They've also slashed state subsidies to utilities and transportation. ftt{| TR ABEEE 7 3328

HE WA BTG,

With bustling shops and a fair number of pricey cars on its roads, Tianzhen’s county
town does not, by Chinese standards, feel impoverished. There is little disclosure
about how subsidies are used, says a restaurant owner. “We are told a lot of it goes
into the local credit union_and that we can apply for loans there, but they only lend
to people with good connections.”

Vocab
1. bustling adj. full of people moving about in a busy way 4T/ ; ERERIZEIER

e.g. The market was bustling with life. i 4N E0E].
2. pricey adj. expensive EBHHY
3. disclosure n. NFF;EEE; It EE; #8558 Disclosure is the act of giving people new or secret
information.

e.g. ...unauthorised newspaper disclosures.3R 4518 BHIEE
4. credit union an organization that lends money to its members at low rates of interestg
fEes  EHRSHFT (IREFHEREREK)
Sentence
“We are told a lot of it goes into the local credit union and that we can apply for loans there, but
they only lend to people with good connections.”
FF: We are told a lot of it
people with good connections. with ZEXXEER: having or carrying sth 5 ; BEE ; w8
e.g. a man with a suitcase IRKREIIEF

In 2012, when the list was last updated, Xinshao county in Hunan in south-central
China was added. Local officials used the county’s official website to trumpet this
“exceptional good tidings” after two years of “arduous efforts” and “untold
hardships”. A large roadside board added its “ardent congratulations”. After
nationwide criticism, the officials accepted that their words had been badly chosen.
But their cheer was understandable: the official designation was worth an extra
560m yuan for the county each year from the central government.

Vocab
1. trumpet v. ~ sth (as sth) to talk about sth publicly in a proud or enthusiastic wayE
% ; 8XIX ; IXIE
e.g. Their marriage was trumpeted as the society wedding of the year. {tB{{JEXIRZS =37,
HFNRITRE.
2. tidings n. news HER ; & ; &5
e.g. | am the bearer of good tidings. =K T IFHFER.
3. arduous adj. involving a lot of effort and energy, especially over a period of time JR&
B ; YRYERY
e.g. The work was arduous. XN T{EREE.



4. untold adj. (GRIAMEFENS ARNRNIZE) FTUARIREY, HLAEHER You can use untold to
emphasize how bad or unpleasant something is.

e.g. This might do untold damage to her health. Xt iF S A MtAI R E T REAGEEHHE,
5. ardent adj. =passionate #ZUHY ; {5 very enthusiastic and showing strong feelings
about sth/ sb

The episode caused many to question the value of the system and the perverse
incentives it creates for local governments. A commentary last year in the Legal
Daily claimed that many places were misusing the funds and had fudged their
figures to qualify as impoverished. Officials from the State Council Leading Group
Office of Poverty Alleviation and Development, which manages the list, have
acknowledged widespread abuses. In February it banned lavish new buildings and
“image projects” in officially designated poor areas.

Vocab
1. perverse adj. HFUIRY ; {EMHRY ; NEBBEERY showing deliberate determination to behave
in a way that most people think is wrong, unacceptable or unreasonable
e.g. a perverse decision (= one that most people do not expect and think is wrong )Z
BRNRTE
2. commentary n. ( JUIEEEREEEMERER ) SORIRE , MR a spoken description of
an event that is given while it is happening, especially on the radio or television
3.fudge v. Ef; #BiE (3L, #=F) adjust or manipulate (facts or figures) so as to present a
desired picture
4. qualify v. ~ (as sth) B S&ME (83 ) ; &% to reach the standard of ability or
knowledge needed to do a particular job, for example by completing a course of study
or passing exams
5. abuse n. %F; ZF Abuse of something is the use of it in a wrong way or for a bad purpose.
e.g. What went on here was an abuse of power. ;X Bk 4= 2 — MM AERE1T R,
6. lavish adj. fH5KAY; EZRY; BLARY If you describe something as lavish, you mean that it is
very elaborate and impressive and a lot of money has been spent on it.

State television reported on two counties, one in Ningxia and one in Hubei, where
local governments spent 100m yuan each on new headquarters. In March, during
China’s annual full legislative session, the council’s poverty head, Liu Yongfu, raised
a different question about the programme. He told the Southern Metropolis, a
newspaper, that hundreds of counties would be taken off the list by 2020. “If a poor
area as big as a county still exists, then can Chinese society still be called
moderately prosperous?” he asked.

Vocab
1. raise v. 122, BH (@, RX}%Z) If you raise a subject, an objection, or a question, you
mention it or bring it to someone's attention.

e.g. He had been consulted and had raised no objections. = 5¢/EK TIRIEN, fHKEIREY
FiX
2. take off v. #iH, BUH(ARSEIRER) If something such as a service or entertainment is taken
off, it is withdrawn so that people can no longer use it or watch it.
3. moderately prosperous /J\EE

e.g. moderately prosperous society: /\E{t&



Sentence

State television reported on two counties, one in Ningxia and one in Hubei, where local
governments spent 100m yuan each on new headquarters.

F+F: State television reportedon two counties

one in Ningxia and one in Hubei X2 two counties [R5

where local governments spent 100m yuan each on new headquarters. XM EIEM B F1TiEE
two counties

Attainment of a “moderately prosperous society” is a goal that previous Chinese
leaders set and that Xi Jinping, the current president, has adopted as well. Much
progress has been made since reforms began in earnest in the late 1970s. China
claims to have lifted 620m people out of poverty since then. Others may quibble
over that number—the World Bank puts it at 500m—but few question the premise
that China deserves immense credit for alleviating so much poverty.

Vocab
1. attainment n. success in achieving sth i3 ; $518
e.g. The attainment of his ambitions was still a dream. fhESLIAGBERPIAZE—NE2AE,

2.earnest (5) ™jfitth; (8) #FEHE If something is done or happens in earnest, it happens to
a much greater extent and more seriously than before.

e.g. Campaigning will begin in earnest tomorrow... % 1%4% 08 H #FE FHA
3. quibble v. ~ (about/ over sth) to argue or complain about a small matter or an
unimportant detail ( A/NE ) 18 , KFE ; it ; IWEKIE

e.g. It isn't worth quibbling over such a small amount. Z‘{Ef@?ﬂjﬁiﬁ’glj\éﬁﬁj—?ﬁiﬁﬁo
4. premise n. a statement or an idea that forms the basis for a reasonable line of

argument Bifg ; 1RE

e.g. the basic premise of her argument ANSIERIEARRR
5. credit for ~ (for sth) praise or approval because you are responsible for sth good that
has happened %17 ; ## ; IAAJ

e.g. He's a player who rarely seems to get the credit he deserves. X MEFIFHEERDE
EIRSRYE .
6. alleviate v. to make sth less severe J§i% ; &5 ; Ei#

e.g. A number of measures were taken to alleviate the problem. SREN Y —&FEHEEHHX
ANEJRR
Sentence
1. has adopted as well. 157X EixR
2. Others may quibble over that number—the World Bank puts it at 500m—but few question the
premise that China deserves immense credit for alleviating so much poverty.
FF: Others may quibble over that number ;X E# that Z5“F"HIERR, Bl 620m people
—the World Bank puts it at 500m X MEHrS FREEFE quibble over B[R A
—but few question... X MEIT SRR REER
that China deserves immense credit for alleviating_so much poverty. XM EIBM AL ITIEZ
premise

Much still remains, however. A little uphill from Dingjiayan sits a smaller village,
Dingyuanyao. Its higher elevation means it gets less water, and a resident says most
of its 90 residents will clear just 1,000 yuan a year after paying for seeds and
fertiliser. Some own motorbikes and televisions, and they are grateful for the basic



health insurance they receive. They laugh in unison when asked if they receive
subsidies. The arrival of electricity 30 years ago was a vast improvement, they
agree. But little has changed in their lives since then.

Vocab
1. uphill adv. SELLTR; 3 If something or someone is uphill or is moving uphill, they are near
the top of a hill or are going up a slope.
2. clear adj. =net remaining when taxes, costs, etc. have been taken away ( AFRFIA. A%
AEG ) FH9 , 489
e.g. They had made a clear profit of £2 000. {h{iJEKHE 2 000 ZLEEHEF,
3. fertiliser n.a substance added to soil to make plants grow more successfully fEf}
4. in unison if people do or say sth in unison, they all do it at the same time (3. i@

&) —#e , —3%
From the print edition: China

Poverty in China
Just a little bit richer

IR BT R

How much has a flagship official scheme played in China's impressive record of reducing
poverty?

XEET7 EAT RN TE b [ B3 s D2 W R 48 T 2 RIERT 2

The villagers of Dingjiayan subsist on corn, potatoes, sunflowers and the few vegetables
they grow. They sell the surplus and buy meat and a few other necessities in the nearby
county town of Tianzhen. Its mud-and-brick buildings, and its setting among dusty hills in
the north-eastern corner of Shanxi province, offer little to the occasional visitor to
distinguish it from countless other parts of China where hard work brings but a meagre
living. Yet Tianzhen county, of which Dingjiayan is a part, is one of just 592 areas that the
central government designates as "impoverished".

THRMRR RUPMETOR LE. 10 H SR ARG SR AE R AT T8 3R A i S B 4R R
A, LI R EAM TR R X EARRE T ILEA AR, TRREE5H40 b
JRE FOGAT AR L Lk B 438 7R SR U7 B Ui 25 XE LU 1 G o [ At 7 Y 2200 o TEIX S8 3l
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China's official threshold for rural poverty is an annual income of 2,300 yuan ($370) per
person. But the criteria for classifying a village or county are complex and often revised.
They include comparisons of poverty rates and average incomes with those of the
province, adjustments for inflation, quotas on the number of villages that may count as
poor and a ban on including villages that own collective enterprises, whatever their income

level. Though dozens of places have been listed and delisted every few years since the
1990s, the total has remained curiously fixed—at 592.

Hh [ A 2 PR DX B T A R N AR AR T 2800 AR (870%£58) o (HXAMH T3
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B mIREAMEIE. FEA RIS DS IR A BRI AR R, AER
NP anAe] o R H 201 20904 AR T 4h . & R T LAE A 20 M 75 9 50 N B8 0k 0 Ik
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An "impoverished" designation brings substantial subsidies. But Ding Tianyu, who has
lived in Dingjiayan for all his 73 years, says he hardly notices. Most households earn about
10,000 yuan a year, he says, and get a subsidy of 80 yuan for each mu (614 square
metres) of land they farm. "l have five mu," Mr Ding says. "When there is enough rain | am
fine, and when | get the subsidy | feel just a little bit richer."

ARAT B IR 1 DX F) 42 BURIRE RE RS AR AT KB AN o (EREEAE T M 738 M R T K7L 1
JLFBC AR A i, REBKEERNL A —TC NRT, W HEE (614F77
k) FHHIA80TCHIANI . T RFEUE: “RA A HL. " “YF/KTEEMEE, REEFLEAR
o A TANY, RUAREAEFERT —HAE. ”

With bustling shops and a fair number of pricey cars on its roads, Tianzhen's county town
does not, by Chinese standards, feel impoverished. There is little disclosure about how
subsidies are used, says a restaurant owner. "We are told a lot of it goes into the local
credit union and that we can apply for loans there, but they only lend to people with good
connections."

Ferg E bR HEORE . YA BEER R 0 B AR AN S OO DI B SRR R B R RE RS
AW o —HBRIEREARYE, X LEANG ) AR AR D A N o Ahdd s il 7350 X 2B Y R
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In 2012, when the list was last updated, Xinshao county in Hunan in south-central China
was added. Local officials used the county's official website to trumpet this "exceptional
good tidings" after two years of "arduous efforts" and "untold hardships". A large roadside
board added its "ardent congratulations". After nationwide criticism, the officials accepted
that their words had been badly chosen. But their cheer was understandable: the official

designation was worth an extra 560m yuan for the county each year from the central
government.

2012421 FHT 44 20 A5 T L TR PP A () MORTAS Ebe 4 MU ¥ BB A0
7 BB R A e WA R 55 7 R LA S 3 TR KK B Bt
FT S BUB ROR o (7E 2 E AR 30 F . MR BURIMBA TR Y o (02 Al f
IR AR S0 2 B A 40 R ELBORF A6 560 M SR B 00— S i
561270\ F T I

The episode caused many to question the value of the system and the perverse incentives
it creates for local governments. A commentary last year in the Legal Daily claimed that
many places were misusing the funds and had fudged their figures to qualify as
impoverished. Officials from the State Council Leading Group Office of Poverty Alleviation
and Development, which manages the list, have acknowledged widespread abuses. In
February it banned lavish new buildings and "image projects" in officially designated poor
areas.

ARG TV 2 NBUEEX A T B A AN B 45 S HUBURME IR U . 54 <) H 4>
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State television reported on two counties, one in Ningxia and one in Hubei, where local



governments spent 100m yuan each on new headquarters. In March, during China's
annual full legislative session, the council's poverty head, Liu Yongfu, raised a different
question about the programme. He told the Southern Metropolis, a newspaper, that
hundreds of counties would be taken off the list by 2020. "If a poor area as big as a county
still exists, then can Chinese society still be called moderately prosperous?" he asked.

FEERBENAHE. WNEBN (—METEARK - AEMILE) R T CART, &
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Attainment of a "moderately prosperous society" is a goal that previous Chinese leaders
set and that Xi Jinping, the current president, has adopted as well. Much progress has
been made since reforms began in earnest in the late 1970s. China claims to have lifted
620m people out of poverty since then. Others may quibble over that number—the World
Bank puts it at 500m—but few question the premise that China deserves immense credit
for alleviating so much poverty.
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Much still remains, however. A little uphill from Dingjiayan sits a smaller village,
Dingyuanyao. Its higher elevation means it gets less water, and a resident says most of its
90 residents will clear just 1,000 yuan a year after paying for seeds and fertiliser. Some
own motorbikes and televisions, and they are grateful for the basic health insurance they
receive. They laugh in unison when asked if they receive subsidies. The arrival of
electricity 30 years ago was a vast improvement, they agree. But little has changed in their
lives since then.
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