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Animal conservation
The elephants fight back

Remarkable progress on ivory and shark fin; none on rhino horn
Nov 21st 2015 | GUANGZHOU | From the print edition

Vocab
1. rhino n. A rhino is the same as a rhinoceros .

FOR anybody who fears that China’s interest in elephants’ tusks could spell doom
for the great beasts, there have been two pieces of good news. On September 25th
Xi Jinping, the Chinese president, joined Barack Obama in pledging “significant and
timely steps” to halt commercial trade in ivory. Then on October 15th China
announced a one-year ban on the import of ivory hunting_trophies from Africa,
closing_a big_loophole. Wildlife activists are delighted. These moves should have “a
profound effect” on elephant numbers, says Peter Knights of WildAid, a charity.

Vocab
1. tusk n. (R, FIE. BREM) KT The tusks of an elephant, wild boar, or walrus are its two
very long, curved, pointed teeth.
2. spell v. ~sth (for sb/ sth) to have sth, usually sth bad, as a result; to mean sth,
usually sth bad 3% , BE (BREETRSE )

e.g. The crop failure spelt disaster for many farmers. XHFZRERKN , WKL
ERE R,
3. doom n. death or destruction; any terrible event that you cannot avoid F¢T_ ; 8%
X ; B ; #hER

e.g. She had a sense of impending doom (= felt that sth very bad was going to
happen ). tFEEIEIE B&EIT.
4. pledge v. ~ sth (to sb/ sth) to formally promise to give or do sth {RUF45F ( 8%
i) ; IESNEE

e.g. The government pledged their support for the plan. BUFF{RIESZ XTI,
5. halt v. to stop; to make sb/ sth stop ({F) {ELL, &TF

e.g. She walked towards him and then halted. #tiRlftbE=x , AEET.
6. trophy n. an object that you keep to show that you were successful in sth,
especially hunting or war ( JUESFESEFHIREN ) LSmH |, &F&R
Sentence
Then on October 15th China announced a one-year ban on the import of ivory hunting trophies
from Africa, closing_a big loophole.
ZF+F: _China announced a one-year ban
on the import of ivory hunting trophies from Africa JAiE
closing a big_loophole. II7E 7185|589, AILARERJ which close a big loophole. AZz{BIEIEMN G




The world’s elephant population has dived from 1.2m in 1980 to under 500,000
today. In 1989 the sale of ivory was banned worldwide. But in 1999 and again in
2008, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), a
conservation pact, allowed the sale of stockpiles of ivory from southern Africa to
China. The countries vowed to use the proceeds for conservation; China claimed it
had a robust registration system that would keep illegal ivory out. But
conservationists rightly predicted the concession would fuel more smuggling and so
more Killing.

Vocab
1. dive v. to fall suddenly Z85ATE ; BBk

e.g. The share price dived from 49p to an all-time low of 40p. B&ITM 49 ELFE
E 40 AR SERIRAL
2. pact n. a formal agreement between two or more people, groups or countries,
especially one in which they agree to help each other &4 ; #¥ ; &%

e.g. They have made a pact with each other not to speak about their differences
in public. I JRILIXRRIMY , AAFFRISARIATI,
3. stockpile n. a large supply of sth that is kept to be used in the future if
necessary FEEEHIYIE

e.g. the world's stockpile of nuclear weapons & tHFRAGIZE SEEE
4. proceeds n. the money that you receive when you sell sth or organize a
performance, etc.; profits ( E¥IEEHERY ) W\ |, &S | HEX
5. keep sth. out remain (or cause someone or something to remain) outside BB7E£4MNE;
AL #HFE

e.g. cover with cheesecloth to keep out flies. FISEZHmEE, BHLETIRKHFE,
6. concession n. 1.tZ5 ; i something that you allow or do, or allow sb to have, in
order to end an argument or to make a situation less difficult

e.g. The firm will be forced to make concessions if it wants to avoid a strike. &
BERZET , AEBAEMEH L,
7. smuggling n. the crime of taking, sending or bringing goods secretly and illegally into
or out of a country FEFA (58)

Permitted sales became a cover for illegal ones. In 2010-12 about 100,000
elephants were slain for their tusks. In the past five years, Mozambique and
Tanzania have lost half their elephants to poaching.

Vocab
1. slay v. 5&& ;B 2,558 If someone slays an animal, they Kill it in a violent way.
e.g. ...the hill where St George slew the dragon.Z7Ta B LAIAREE L
B 7%5: slew slain slaying, slays
2. poach v. @AM AM#TR) S5, fAifE If someone poaches fish, animals, or birds, they
illegally catch them on someone else's property.
e.g. Many wildlife parks are regularly invaded by people poaching game. R Z 254 5h 4=
#HEEBEMIE 2 EREN,
Sentence
Permitted sales became a cover for illegal ones.




XEH cover ZBIFNER, XOENERN, SAHENIFEHEMN T — &P

This dire trend reflects China’s deeper engagement with Africa, combined with
corruption and the presence of criminal gangs. But it seems that Chinese leaders
have seen the trade’s effects on their reputation, says Dominic Dyer of the Born
Free Foundation, a charity. They should now close the legal carving workshops and
ban the domestic trade, too, he adds.

Vocab
1. dire adj. very serious {RE™EN ; o210

e.g. dire warnings/ threats FeEEHVEEE /BN
2. engagement n. 4%;297F An engagement is an arrangement that you have made to do
something at a particular time.
3. combine with v. ~ (sth) (with sth) |~ A and B (together) to come together to
form a single thing or group; to join two or more things or groups together to
form a single one ({F) &5 , HE , Bk, BA&

e.g. Hydrogen and oxygen combine to form water. S 5&{LE K.
4. gang n. an organized group of criminals —# , —{k ( §8IC )
5. reputation n. the opinion that people have about what sb/ sth is like, based on
what has happened in the past & ; &%

e.g. to earn/ establish/ build a reputation F5/F /R EE
6. charity n. an organization for helping people in need ZZH#4 ( 8iZB43

e.g. Many charities sent money to help the victims of the famine. I FZ &= 1348
ARSI
Sentence
But it seems that Chinese leaders have seen the trade’s effects on their reputation, says Dominic
Dyer of the Born Free Foundation, a charity.
% F says Dominic Dyer f5|%
it seems that Chinese leaders have seen the trade’s effects on their reputation X2 that MG &
B=ETF Chinese leaders have seen the trade’s effects
a charity. EETEN X EEHAYZE Born Free Foundation A& Dominic Dyer

Despite strong demand for ivory among China’s rising middle class, attitudes may
gradually be changing. As of 2012, nearly half of Chinese people saw elephant
poaching as a problem, according to a survey by WildAid. The figure has been
boosted by the support of celebrities. Yao Ming, a basketball player, and Jackie
Chan, an actor, appear on posters_everywhere with the message: “When the buying
stops,_the killing_can too.” The government has donated $200m worth of media
space every year since 2008.

Vocab

1. celebrity n. a famous person A ; B

2. poster n. =placard a large notice, often with a picture on it, that is put in a
public place to advertise sth BILHE ; &k

Sentence

Yao Ming, a basketball player, and Jackie Chan, an actor, appear on posters everywhere with the
message: “When the buying_stops,_the killing_can too.”




XEBEIRAFBRAIRHE, fE8$E5: Yao Ming, a basketball player, and Jackie Chan, an
actor REF=E
FFRBER:  Yao Ming and Jackie Chan appear on posters everywhere.

with WAZEZEE! | 5FEm

Opinion on ivory has shifted fast, says Mr Knights, partly because of the success of
another campaign, to protect sharks. In the markets of Guangzhou, the global

centre for the trade, dried shark fins have fallen from 3,000 yuan ($470) per kilo five
years ago to 1,000 yuan today, as Chinese people abjure shark-fin soup, a delicacy.

Vocab
1. abjure v. =renounce K L7, PEFPRFUAEIN. £FHNZE) If you abjure something
such as a belief or way of life, you state publicly that you will give it up or that you reject it.

e.g. He abjured the Protestant faith and became King in 1594 0% 7 i1, F
1594F&FERNTE.,
2. delicacy n. =speciality a type of food considered to be very special in a particular
place \5=EH ; =&
Sentence
partly because of XBEERBN: o =REN. BRILABFIAIFRIA: one of the reason that is.... {8
TAEREIE partly ENNfEE

WildAid raised its voice over that issue, too, but more important was the
Communist Party’s ban in 2013 of shark-fin soup at official banquets, part of a drive
against corruption and excess. The Hong Kong government followed, as did airlines
and hotels. A survey in 2013 found 85% of people said they had stopped eating
shark-fin soup in the past three years.

Vocab
1. banquet n. E%; BE A banquet is a grand formal dinner.

e.g. Last night he attended a state banquet at Buckingham Palace.FER it 1 fF 7B E
XEHTHEE,
2. excess n. Il FcE Excess is behaviour that is unacceptable because it is
considered too extreme or immoral.

e.g. She said she was sick of her life of excess.{iti iR & T B S LT HIAE,
Sentence
The Hong_Kong_government followed, as did airlines and hotels.
XEBH) as ERFAIEEN th: used to make a comment or to add information about what
you have just said IE4[ ;
e.g. She's very tall, as is her mother. MRS , FlthEFE—FE,
One scourge is untouched by all this: the illegal trade in rhinoceros horn. More than
1,200 rhinos were killed for their horns in 2014 in South Africa alone, up from just 13
killed in 2007. This partly reflects a huge rise in demand in Vietham, but China is
also a consumer. Ground rhino horn is believed to cure fever and improve sexual
performance. One kilo can cost up to $70,000.

Vocab
1. scourge n. ‘R¥E;#R= A scourge is something that causes a lot of trouble or suffering to a



group of people.
e.g. Drugs are a scourge that is devastating our society. Em A It SHN—KRE,
2. rhinoceros n. EE4 A rhinoceros is a large Asian or African animal with thick grey skin and a
horn, or two horns, on its nose.
3. kilo n. [E kilogram A kilo is the same as a kilogram .
4. cost up to MI&IAZR..., BAIKE...

Ominously, some African nations now want a one-off sale of rhino-horn stocks, as
happened twice with ivory. To secure this, South Africa must win two-thirds of the
member states at the next CITES conference, which it hosts next year. Mr Dyer
hopes other countries, including China, will dissuade the Africans. “We are in
exactly the same place we were with ivory nearly ten years ago,” he frets.

Vocab

1. ominously adv. &Jkith; REF)ih

2. one-off adj. made or happening only once and not regularly — X148 ; IEEER

3. fret v. to be worried or unhappy and not able to relax FH¥ ; Jig ; EEAL
e.g. Her baby starts to fret as soon as she goes out of the room. itt—EHEIE ,

22 ) LERBEaiesk.
Sentence

“We are in exactly the same place we were with ivory nearly ten years ago,” he frets.

X2 in exactly the same place 752 £ HEEIRILIE  in palce in 'my, 'your, etc. place in my,
your, etc. situation &FF ( RS ) BIRR

e.g. l wouldn't like to be in your place. FZAIABLbFARAYED,

[EEEZT that, BP that we were with...

From the print edition: China

Animal conservation
The elephants fight back
PRI DRI RS A AT Wi
Remarkable progress on ivory and shark fin; none on rhino horn.
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For anybody who fears that China's interest in elephants' tusks could spell doom for the
great beasts, there have been two pieces of good news. On September 25th Xi Jinping,
the Chinese president, joined Barack Obama in pledging "significant and timely steps" to
halt commercial trade in ivory. Then on October 15th China announced a one-year ban on
the import of ivory hunting trophies from Africa, closing a big loophole. Wildlife activists are
delighted. These moves should have "a profound effect" on elephant numbers, says Peter
Knights of WildAid, a charity.
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The world's elephant population has dived from 1.2m in 1980 to under 500,000 today. In
1989 the sale of ivory was banned worldwide. But in 1999 and again in 2008, the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), a conservation pact,
allowed the sale of stockpiles of ivory from southern Africa to China. The countries vowed
to use the proceeds for conservation; China claimed it had a robust registration system
that would keep illegal ivory out. But conservationists rightly predicted the concession
would fuel more smuggling and so more Killing.
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Permitted sales became a cover for illegal ones. In 2010-12 about 100,000 elephants were
slain for their tusks. In the past five years, Mozambique and Tanzania have lost half their
elephants to poaching.
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This dire trend reflects China's deeper engagement with Africa, combined with corruption
and the presence of criminal gangs. But it seems that Chinese leaders have seen the
trade's effects on their reputation, says Dominic Dyer of the Born Free Foundation, a
charity. They should now close the legal carving workshops and ban the domestic trade,
too, he adds.
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Despite strong demand for ivory among China's rising middle class, attitudes may
gradually be changing. As of 2012, nearly half of Chinese people saw elephant poaching
as a problem, according to a survey by WildAid. The figure has been boosted by the
support of celebrities. Yao Ming, a basketball player, and Jackie Chan, an actor, appear on
posters everywhere with the message: "When the buying stops, the killing can too." The
government has donated $200m worth of media space every year since 2008.
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Opinion on ivory has shifted fast, says Mr Knights, partly because of the success of
another campaign, to protect sharks. In the markets of Guangzhou, the global centre for
the trade, dried shark fins have fallen from 3,000 yuan ($470) per kilo five years ago to
1,000 yuan today, as Chinese people abjure shark-fin soup, a delicacy.
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WildAid raised its voice over that issue, too, but more important was the Communist
Party's ban in 2013 of shark-fin soup at official banquets, part of a drive against corruption
and excess. The Hong Kong government followed, as did airlines and hotels. A survey in
2013 found 85% of people said they had stopped eating shark-fin soup in the past three
years.
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One scourge is untouched by all this: the illegal trade in rhinoceros horn. More than 1,200
rhinos were killed for their horns in 2014 in South Africa alone, up from just 13 killed in
2007. This partly reflects a huge rise in demand in Vietnam, but China is also a consumer.
Ground rhino horn is believed to cure fever and improve sexual performance. One kilo can
cost up to $70,000.
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Ominously, some African nations now want a one-off sale of rhino-horn stocks, as
happened twice with ivory. To secure this, South Africa must win two-thirds of the member
states at the next CITES conference, which it hosts next year. Mr Dyer hopes other
countries, including China, will dissuade the Africans. "We are in exactly the same place
we were with ivory nearly ten years ago," he frets.
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