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Retirement
China’s Florida

People used to retire where they lived and worked. That is beginning to change
May 26th 2016 | SANYA

THE cheongsam modelling contest starts at 7pm; at 8pm it is group dances in the
style of ethnic Uighurs from China’s far west, and of fan-waving north-easterners
from provinces adjoining Russia and North Korea. Participants and spectators alike
are pensioners: retired miners, teachers and industrial workers. They sit in the
evening cool, gossiping and applauding. A man in a Hawaiian shirt keeps the beat
with castanets. Fei Liyue, a former construction manager, says that he and his
relatives come every evening. He is 3,200km (2,000 miles) from his home in the
bleak oil city of Daging.

Vocab
1. cheongsam n. fE#& a straight, close-fitting silk dress with a high neck and slit skirt, worn by
Chinese and Indonesian women
2. contest n. a competition in which people try to win sth tt3& ; =3

e.g. to enter/ win/ lose a contest &fIVRERE | BaLW

e.g. beauty contest a competition to choose the most beautiful from a group of
women JESELLER
3. ethnic adj. connected with or belonging to a nation, race or people that shares a
cultural tradition Ri&RY ; FEEHY

e.g. ethnic groups/ communities F&Ef ; Mi&itX
4. adjoin v. to be next to or joined to sth Ei& ; §f% ; Bh&E

e.g. We waited in an adjoining office. A 1E =0 AE B E(%,
5. spectator n. (FLIEABLEEFAY)M AR A spectator is someone who watches something,
especially a sporting event.

e.g. Thirty thousand spectators watched the final game.3 F &M RWME 7 /7%=,
6. pensioner n. NEXFEE (RIRE. #FHIME) KIA A pensioner is someone who receives a
pension, especially a pension paid by the state to retired people.
7. gossip n. a conversation about other people and their private lives 5K , =558 ; A
5

e.g. | love a good gossip. FEWHEIK,
8. applaud v. to show your approval of sb/ sth by clapping your hands &=
9. castanets n. NItk (—FFEIIST F28) Castanets are a Spanish musical instrument consisting of
two small round pieces of wood or plastic held together by a cord. You hold the castanets in your
hand and knock the pieces together with your fingers.
10. bleak adj. (H#t75) EER, ToRAY, FEM If you describe a place as bleak, you mean that
it looks cold, empty, and unattractive.

Almost everyone is, like Mr Fei, from the rust belt of the north-east, a region that is
gripped in winter by an Arctic chill. But the scene here is by the beach in the




subtropical_city of Sanya in Hainan, an island province as far south from their native
region as it is possible to go without leaving the country (see map). Palm fronds and
bougainvillea rustle in the breeze. Bikini-clad tourists dash by. The crowds of elderly
visitors (some are pictured) are something new in Sanya. They may herald a
profound social change.

Vocab
1. rust n. £5;5%%5 Rust is a brown substance that forms on iron or steel, for example when it
comes into contact with water.
2. belt n. an area with particular characteristics or where a particular group of people
live ithTs ; X

e.g. the country's corn/ industrial belt XNMNEFRFFRX 7T X
3.rust belt n. RIEHX, BHET (BEESEMBALFTERBENZ T X) Inthe United States
and some other countries, the Rust Belt is a region which used to have a lot of manufacturing
industry, but whose economy is now in difficulty.
4. subtropical adj. (HX)EIFAFR, THRFHI Sub-tropical places have a climate that is warm
and wet, and are often near tropical regions.
5. palm n. #x4E# A palm or a palm tree is a tree that grows in hot countries. It has long leaves
growing at the top, and no branches.
6. frond n. a long leaf of some plants or trees, especially PALMS or FERNS . Fronds are
often divided into parts along the edge. ( JCIStEHISSERRZEAY ) M ; BRI
7.bougainvillea n. LEE, ItFE, =B (—MHALEIEEENESZEY, EBEERKTRT
[E2X) Bougainvillea is a climbing plant that has thin, red or purple flowers and grows mainly in
hot countries.
8. rustle v. (f)&HINFE;(F)IENN When something thin and dry rustles or when
you rustle it, it makes soft sounds as it moves.

e.g. The leaves rustled in the wind... {1+ 7 X #00/ENm ,
9. breeze n. a light wind =X, ; FOX|

e.g. The flowers were gently swaying in the breeze.ft) LIERIX TR 2 EL,
10. herald v. to be a sign that sth is going to happen 2 (% ) BYgIJk ; T

e.g. These talks could herald a new era of peace. XL HI BT R ~E FTAOFIFRT LIS
&,
Sentence
But the scene here is by the beach in the subtropical city of Sanya in Hainan, an island province
as far south from their native region as it is possible to go without leaving the country.
ZEF: here is by the beach.
an island province... {&fi sanya
as far south from their native region MftI1ZR £ i3 RAORFEH
as it is possible to go without leaving_the country. X —" as, XEFBIEA as —+¥, HT as
far...as

Chinese people used to live, work, retire and die where they were born. The
country’s filial traditions reflect this: children are supposed to look after their
parents. The bureaucracy enforces it: everyone has a hukou (household registration)
which provides subsidised health and education, almost always in a person’s place
of birth.

Vocab


dic://palms
dic://ferns

1. filial adj. F%H;ZIIfAY You can use filial to describe the duties, feelings, or relationships
which exist between a son or daughter and his or her parents.

2. bureaucracy n. Bf&#lE A bureaucracy is an administrative system operated by a large
number of officials.

Sentence

children are supposed to look after their parents. (¥Z1T%ISLEAZE) W 2, 1%, 70 If you say that
something is supposed to happen, you mean that it is planned or expected. Sometimes this use
suggests that the thing does not really happen in this way.

Thanks to the migration of workers, however, 260m people, about one-fifth of the
population, now live somewhere other than their birthplace. In the past five years,
the pattern of retirement has also begun to change. Increasing numbers spend
some or all of their pensionable years away from where they used to work. Neither
filial tradition nor the hukou system have proved strong_enough to prevent this.

Vocab

1. pensionable adj. BNFEFEE (RIRE. #IMFE) A Pensionable means relating to
someone's right to receive a pension.

Sentence

Neither filial tradition nor the hukou system have proved strong_enough to prevent this.
ZE:...have proved...

1XE have proved strong_enough to prevent this 3R I2HE, BIERSDE (neither...nor...) BIR/R,
EZ BRI ERIT XD R (this), WHIAX N EEEB AR

In the 1950s and 1960s Americans flocked from cold industrial cities, such as New
York and Chicago, to subtropical Florida. Now Chinese people are moving from the
industrial heartland of Heilongjiang, Jilin and Liaoning (the three north-eastern
provinces) to Hainan. And just as movement to America’s sunbelt helped transform
a backward region, so the same thing_could happen in China.

Vocab
1. flock v. to go or gather together somewhere in large numbers B¥£&E ; BREE ; 15iH

e.g. Thousands of people flocked to the beach this weekend. IXNBEFRBF LT AERE
T e,
2. heartland n. the central part of a country or an area ( ERMXH ) B , X,
3. sunbelt n. the southern and south-western parts of the US that are warm for most of
the year [RY¢ith T ( EEREFIARETKX , SFEFHOIESIRERE )
4. backward adj. having made less progress than normal; developing slowly %589 ; #2
ZEM

e.g. She's not backward in coming forward (= she's not shy).{tEBEbLH3E,
Sentence
And just as movement to America’s sunbelt helped transform a backward region, so the same
thing_could happen in China.
F+: America’s sunbelt helped transform a backward region
XBEEEN: Edl(ust as) BRIEEFR I FEY 7T EEHXNET, FAMERNSIERIGERERE
FE,

Fifty years ago Sanya was a small fishing village. Ye Yaer, who was born there in



1961, survived on discarded ends of sugar cane and did not get a pair of shoes

until he was 12. Every day his mother walked 25km to the nearest market town,

carrying those of her children too young to walk as well as 20 kilos of fish to sell.
Now Mr Ye is a successful fish-dealer whose business extends across southern

China; Sanya is full of five-star resorts. And as happened in Florida, a retirement
business is being built on the back of Hainan’s tourism.

Vocab
1. discard v. ~ sb/ sth (as sth) to get rid of sth that you no longer want or need X% ; i

E=>

2. sugar cane n. a tall tropical plant with thick stems from which sugar is made H&
3. dealer n. a person whose business is buying and selling a particular product 325/ ; &

=7

According to Sanya’s government, 400,000-500,000 pensioners head to the city
each year, perhaps half of them from the north-east. That compares with the city’s
total population (those resident for six months or longer) of 749,000. The incomers
are not the new rich. Huang Cheng of Sanya University says one-third of the sun-
seeking pensioners have a monthly income of 2,000-3,000 yuan ($305-460), about
the average for a working person. A quarter receive only 1,000-2,000 yuan a month.
Most come for six months and return to the north-east in summer. “It’s too hot here
then,” says Mr Fei, the oil-city man, though he admits he is thinking of settling in
Sanya full-time. Rather like Florida’s “snowbirds”, many rent an apartment just for
the winter.

Vocab
1.head v. iE (E—#1R) 17# (EEZFIEFINME are headed) If you are heading for a
particular place, you are going towards that place. In American English, you can also say that
you are headed for a particular place.

e.g. He headed for the bus stop...ftEAE A HISEIRERE.
2. incomer n. BE;#3<&E An incomer is someone who has recently come to live in a particular
place or area.
3. snowbird n. a northerner who moves to a warmer Southern state in the winter £ Z=HZ;RIERY
mARBRENIEAA
4. settling EE
Sentence
400,000-500,000 pensioners head to the city each year, perhaps half of them from the north-
east.
FF: pensioners head to the city EFIXEH) head fE&IiE, B go WER 15 (E—ihsa) 17

i

Fewer than 100,000 migrant pensioners live on the island year round, thinks Mr
Huang. But there are signs that more are settling. Half of those he interviewed said
they had bought property in Sanya. The number staying permanently started to soar
in 2010 when the city’s retirement boom began. Hua Hong_Investments, a local
property company,_is about to open the city’s first American-style residential care
home, with medical services, an indoor golf driving-range and calligraphy classes.




Vocab
1. permanently adv. ;KX i, KEAARZTi
2. calligraphy n. F3%;351Em; 2 Calligraphy is beautiful and artistic handwriting.

e.g. Her calligraphy was the clearest I'd ever seen.thi+ % 23 T I Fili & T2,
Sentence
Hua Hong_Investments, a local property company,_is about to open the city’s first American-style
residential care home, with medical services, an indoor golf driving-range and calligraphy.
classes.
AFK, FF75: HuaHong Investments is about to open the city’s first American-style
residential care home.
a local property company =X} Investments 8911A8
with medical services, an indoor golf driving-range and calligraphy classes. iXE with [FE#ZXJ
X residential care home Y35 EH

The winter pensioners are “awesome”, enthuses Wu Qifa, a farmer in Danzhou, a
village on the edge of Sanya, who rents out rooms to them. “We couldn’t survive
without them.” The village pharmacy is unusually well stocked with heart medicines,
blood-pressure pills and pain relief for knee and hip joints.

Vocab
1. enthuse v. ~ (about/ over sth/ sb) to talk in an enthusiastic and excited way about
sth FEiAviEHEL ; Ui

e.g.'lt's a wonderful idea," he enthused. "XEEMEWHNTEE, "hFEHAISH,
2. rent out v. 1i78;#8%5 If you rent something to someone, you let them have it and use it in
exchange for a sum of money which they pay you regularly.

Rent out means the same as rent . rent out [g rent

e.g. He rented out his house while he worked abroad...fb7£E 4 TEEAEIIEE SHEFFET H
=,
3. hip joint n. the joint that connects the leg to the body, at the top of the thigh bone &%
i)
Sentence
The winter pensioners are “awesome”, enthuses Wu Qifa, a farmer in Danzhou, a village on the
edge of Sanya, who rents out rooms to them.
XN EFHRBEE: enthuses Wu Qifa.
The winter pensioners are “awesome” 2IHIENAS
a farmer in Danzhou 234 Wu Qifa #915%FH
a village on the edge of Sanya 2%} Danzhou FY15AA
who rents out rooms to them JXE I GIHI5E1TIEE Wu Qifa
AR, EE—PABREE, SMEMIBBENBILARRMEET T, REER—TIERELEIEM
a), RIELRE

Li Wen, from Heilongjiang, followed the seniors down to Sanya and opened a
restaurant there offering north-eastern cuisine. It has been doing a roaring trade, he
says, though this year business has slackened, reflecting an economic slowdown in
the north-east. Thanks to tourism and the retirees, Sanya’s economy grew more
than tenfold between 2000 and 2013, almost twice as fast as the country as a
whole.




Vocab
1. roaring trade adj. do a 'roaring trade (in sth) (informal) to sell a lot of sth very quickly &
BoXBE fﬁﬂjkg (E!)

R —E AL S5, E A5, 4 B 34B# If someone does a roaring trade in a type of goods,
they sell a lot of them.

e.g. Salesmen of unofficial souvenirs have also been doing a roaring trade. H&JFE H 222 mmAY
EHANESHRAN,
2. slacken v. to gradually become, or to make sth become, slower, less active, etc. ({F)
g | I | RS
Sentence
Thanks to tourism and the retirees, Sanya’s economy grew more than tenfold between 2000 and
2013, almost twice as fast as the country as a whole.
F+: Sanya’s economy grew more than tenfold
1XE Thanks to FJA¥ERY, Due to, 2 & Because of

But with so many moving in, problems are inevitable. Medical services—poor at the
best of times—are overwhelmed in winter. Doctors among the retired visitors have
been drafted in to help. Everyone complains about traffic. In winter the price of
vegetables typically doubles, and that of seafood triples, says Mr Huang. In summer
most pensioners go home,_hurting_firms that cater to them.

Vocab

1. inevitable adj. =unavoidable that you cannot avoid or prevent AE[ERHY ; FBEFH LAY
e.g. It was inevitable that there would be job losses. FH R EEAAEREIIE,

2. overwhelm v. to be so bad or so great that a person cannot deal with it; to give too

much of a thing to a person [£5 ; (FRAEAMR
e.g. We were overwhelmed by requests for information. [Bfl{SEE( IRIEAIR,

3. draft v. to choose people and send them somewhere for a special task %K ; 11/E
e.g. Extra police are being drafted in to control the crowds. TUIEERIMEAZREEEIA

.

Sentence

In summer most pensioners go home, hurting_firms that cater to them.

X B =PENEsE IEERNR1E, go home, hurting firms, cater to them

pensioners go home {5& 7 (hurting firms) 2 {tAR 545 (cater to them)AI A ](pensioners)

Not surprisingly, given the pressure on public services, relations between locals and
the newcomers are “sensitive”, say volunteers at the Sanya Association for
Resettling Retirees. “l would as soon befriend an Iraqi as a north-easterner,” fumes
one Sanya resident. It did not help when in 2014 Li Boging, a deputy mayor who is
himself from the north-east, said that: “If immigrants left the city, Sanya would
become a ghost town overnight.”

Vocab
1. befriend v. fl (LIEMMELEZ2A) RAK; E£...5HK If you befriend someone,
especially someone who is lonely or far from home, you make friends with them.

e.g. On the aeroplane | was befriended by a delightful German woman.7£ §tllL, —fIiTAE
RAEE L TN G R —.
2. fume v. ~ (at/ over/ about sb/ sth) to be very angry about sth ( %...) KRES , +91%



X
e.g. She sat in the car, silently fuming at the traffic jam. ftHABESEE |, (OIS EIEERR
B,
3. deputy mayor Bl
4. overnight adv. suddenly or quickly 28%% ; —%& /& ; KERD
e.g. Don't expect it to improve overnight. FAEIEEIXE— N FHE T,
Sentence
a deputy mayor who is himself from the north-east
XE who is himself B9AAR T a deputy mayor i EH 238 the north-east

The city government, however, does not want its hospitals and roads clogged up,
and so is trying to control the flood of incomers. One method is requiring that new
apartments be 80 square metres or larger. Typically, pensioners rent spaces far
smaller than that. There are other factors that may curb the influx. Huang Huang of
the China Tourism Academy in Beijing says that those in early retirement (which
usually begins at the age of 60 for men, 55 for female civil servants and 50 for other
women) will normally be well enough to seek a cleaner, warmer environment away
from their children. As they become less active, however, many will migrate back to
be near their families. At the last stage, when they need frequent medical
assistance, they will probably enter old-age institutions._It is unclear whether the
government will build these in big population centres or in places like Sanya.

Vocab
1.clog v. ~ (up) (with sth)|~sth (up) (with sth) to block sth or to become
blocked (fi£) fHZEE , ¢
e.g. The narrow streets were clogged with traffic. SEEpANE EREIEE,
2. flood n. ~ (of sth) a very large number of things or people that appear at the same
time X#t , K& (HATEYD )
e.g. a flood of refugees YEEREH
e.g. The child was in floods of tears (= crying a lot)./NZSRISEAJ LAY,
3. influx n. JN;Ei# An influx of people or things into a place is their arrival there in large
numbers.
e.g. a massive/ sudden influx of visitorsiFERNAXE/=RBA
Sentence
It is unclear whether the government will build these in big_population centres or in places like
Sanya.
s2iEE), BANEFENEMA...
Erh orin places like Sanya RREM = WX A9

Pensioners themselves are looking beyond Sanya’s overcrowded streets. Some are
moving to villages along the coast, or hill towns in Yunnan, a subtropical province
on the mainland. In Guangxi province, bordering on Yunnan, the village of Bama
attracts those keen to learn the secret of longevity —it is said to have an unusually
large population of centenarians.

Vocab
1. beyond 7118 BR7T...; FR...229 You use beyond to introduce an exception to what you are
saying.



2. keen adj. =eager ~ (to do sth) | ~ (that...) | ~ (on doing sth ) wanting to do sth or
wanting sth to happen very much ;82 ; #\W]] ; #EF

3. centenarian n. B4 & A A centenarian is someone who is a hundred years old or older.
Sentence

In Guangxi province, bordering on Yunnan, the village of Bama attracts those keen to learn the
secret of longevity—it is said to have an unusually large population of centenarians.

F+: _the village of Bama attracts those keen to learn the secret of longevity

In Guangxi province, bordering on Yunnan #32 %} the village HIARFE

—it is said to have an unusually large population of centenarians. H LTS EBUNEINIES

BAKRKS, XERIMEZHKLIES

China has about 220m people over 60. If they prove as mobile as American retirees
(1.1% of whom move from one state to another each year), that would mean over
2m pensioners upping_sticks annually, potentially making a huge difference to the
economies and social structures of their destinations. To judge by the experience of
Sanya, few places are ready for it.

Vocab
1. retiree n. IBIRA G ;I BERZE A retiree is a retired person.
e.g. ..retirees who have completely different expectations of what later life might bring. 3 7>k 4E
BEEETENENEFHRIRA R
2. up sticks [Brit. informal] go to live elsewhere [2&, FEIEzt]TFRERILL
Sentence
1. 2m pensioners upping_sticks annually
X BB Nidioms: upping sticks BB _EH vocab, RinB#Bid2m HBRAREBERZERILL.
2. To judge by the experience of Sanya, few places are ready for it.
XEARERNMEE, BEER: FAMNKIER=ZLMNEZK (B1, MZIMNZKXE) ROBMHAHLF
TR EE

Retirement
IRURAETE

China’s Florida
Hh R BH Y2 M

People used to retire where they lived and worked. That is beginning to change

WE, MUERRE S TAEMABR T 77, X—HLELAEBUE.

THE cheongsam modelling contest starts at 7pm; at 8pm it is group dances in the style of
ethnic Uighurs from China’s far west, and of fan-waving north-easterners from provinces
adjoining Russia and North Korea. Participants and spectators alike are pensioners:
retired miners, teachers and industrial workers. They sit in the evening cool, gossiping and
applauding. A man in a Hawaiian shirt keeps the beat with castanets. Fei Liyue, a former
construction manager, says that he and his relatives come every evening. He is 3,200km
(2,000 miles) from his home in the bleak oil city of Daging.
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Almost everyone is, like Mr Fei, from the rust belt of the north-east, a region that is
gripped in winter by an Arctic chill. But the scene here is by the beach in the subtropical
city of Sanya in Hainan, an island province as far south from their native region as it is
possible to go without leaving the country. Palm fronds and bougainvillea rustle in the
breeze. Bikini-clad tourists dash by. The crowds of elderly visitors are something new in
Sanya. They may herald a profound social change.

XEMANKRZIRER ., RARICHZTALX, IBEALR AR IR E. 5
SIEMRBTER . MW Wi v =R R KOG, R B AT AT E B A
R S F IR E A M R IR P o ARRE AU S AR YDA, B e L3 SR i
HHUE RN AR S HE S S, T B BURE — R 2 A & AR

Chinese people used to live, work, retire and die where they were born. The country’s filial
traditions reflect this: children are supposed to look after their parents. The bureaucracy
enforces it: everyone has a hukou (household registration) which provides subsidised
health and education, almost always in a person’s place of birth.

NS R AR AR AERISE, EAETEE T . PR FE R SR T XA
o LA LSS WEFR AR BURHIAR IR T . A ANBA A 0 (RIERIEA) . BN
ARYE T L ARG PR A0, W 1 — B H A

Thanks to the migration of workers, however, 260m people, about one-fifth of the
population, now live somewhere other than their birthplace. In the past five years, the
pattern of retirement has also begun to change. Increasing numbers spend some or all of
their pensionable years away from where they used to work. Neither filial tradition nor the
hukou system have proved strong enough to prevent this.

R, 275 7RG TNRIAFE, HETH2.60L N (A5 N0 BB TrZ—) AGTET
BERSWHTT . EdZRHAER, BRNEBEETHR L AR Bk S I ATERIRG
WEREBSIT TAE 7 RT3t T5 BRI AL B2 B s AWM AR A 1 . NE R FIESULin 2
FOBRHE A T XAl S

In the 1950s and 1960s Americans flocked from cold industrial cities, such as New York
and Chicago, to subtropical Florida. Now Chinese people are moving from the industrial
heartland of Heilongjiang, Jilin and Liaoning (the three north-eastern provinces) to Hainan.
And just as movement to America’s Sunbelt helped transform a backward region, so the
same thing could happen in China.

TSR, SEE ALY Z IS VKUK B Tl 388 T 20 20 0 B 4 M ) T Bl ) k2 L
Bo AR P EABIEA T EEILT. HHRRALT R=4) REMR . B3 HE A H
RSN T — MR R MK R AR SRSt T LAFE P ] b3



Fifty years ago Sanya was a small fishing village. Ye Yaer, who was born there in 1961,
survived on discarded ends of sugar cane and did not get a pair of shoes until he was 12.
Every day his mother walked 25km to the nearest market town, carrying those of her
children too young to walk as well as 20 kilos of fish to sell. Now Mr Ye is a successful
fish-dealer whose business extends across southern China; Sanya is full of five-star
resorts. And as happened in Florida, a retirement business is being built on the back of
Hainan’s tourism.

S04ERT, ZMibg— ANk MR (FE) . AT19614E, 8 Iz EF I H Ry
A, fhEN28 ZRTEA RGBSR R A 4. R, HEIEEHEEASERIZ 204 T
i, £ RS AR TS M. M4, Hoed CARBA IR T, bl AR R
firb E R AAN = ELm R TR R IRIRIX . SHERR, F@2EIA—F, &
T AR R R B b TE AR R0 Ll PR A A e J T

According to Sanya’s government, 400,000-500,000 pensioners head to the city each
year, perhaps half of them from the north-east. That compares with the city’s total
population (those resident for six months or longer) of 749,000. The incomers are not the
new rich. Huang Cheng of Sanya University says one-third of the sun-seeking pensioners
have a monthly income of 2,000-3,000 yuan ($305-460), about the average for a working
person. A quarter receive only 1,000-2,000 yuan a month. Most come for six months and
return to the north-east in summer. “It’s too hot here then,” says Mr Fei, the oil-city man,
though he admits he is thinking of settling in Sanya full-time. Rather like Florida’s
“snowbirds”, many rent an apartment just for the winter.

W= WBF SR, FER=TRER AN L A40%5077, Hp g R Ak A A b
KXo tHbbZF, ZWra A0 JRER E7ES N H LU BB N) HIRG74.975 . HEARRE
SRR G L 38 S BH e TR AR RN B H N KA :2,000%13,00050
(£305-4603€7C) . ZIA— AT AR HFEIRAKF. MXHF XA 22— NG H
H41,000%]2,000 N . KR AR ZIDAF_EARAESR G RAE R KX B R AL R R
SR B e A AKX BRI T, RS MR IEES B R = . 505 Bk “REE7 11—
FE, R NB =00k FURARA E] 2 B N 4o

Fewer than 100,000 migrant pensioners live on the island year round, thinks Mr Huang.
But there are signs that more are settling. Half of those he interviewed said they had
bought property in Sanya. The number staying permanently started to soar in 2010 when
the city’s retirement boom began. Hua Hong Investments, a local property company, is
about to open the city’s first American-style residential care home, with medical services,
an indoor golf driving-range and calligraphy classes.

BOOEAIN N, RAEAIETEH R AR AR R LN EE 1077 . (B A R R IIEA HE L1 Ak
R . RIS REA BRI CRESE T 5 R E R A
20104FHBIRAZEIR)G , THIp R K, % (5 BRAF (—HKAMWE™A

") . IEAFIFHORTEAN SRR BRI E AL, OB RMEETT RS . N ER K H L
R AR AR

The winter pensioners are “awesome”, enthuses Wu Qifa, a farmer in Danzhou, a village
on the edge of Sanya, who rents out rooms to them. “We couldn’t survive without them.”



The village pharmacy is unusually well stocked with heart medicines, blood-pressure pills
and pain relief for knee and hip joints.

MIEHIRFT TS (FF) RIEME— R, Mok B O AT ZWam R Ik B b1 A 4y R K
ANt kA, FBRAIRIEA KT MATARATHR T4 A B AR % HO M
TAgh 2RI o SR T B e S bl s i e AL

Li Wen, from Heilongjiang, followed the seniors down to Sanya and opened a restaurant
there offering north-eastern cuisine. It has been doing a roaring trade, he says, though
this year business has slackened, reflecting an economic slowdown in the north-east.
Thanks to tourism and the retirees, Sanya’s economy grew more than tenfold between
2000 and 2013, almost twice as fast as the country as a whole.
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But with so many moving in, problems are inevitable. Medical services—poor at the best
of times—are overwhelmed in winter. Doctors among the retired visitors have been
drafted in to help. Everyone complains about traffic. In winter the price of vegetables
typically doubles, and that of seafood triples, says Mr Huang. In summer most pensioners
go home, hurting firms that cater to them.
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Not surprisingly, given the pressure on public services, relations between locals and the
newcomers are “sensitive”, say volunteers at the Sanya Association for Resettling
Retirees. “l would as soon befriend an Iragi as a north-easterner,” fumes one Sanya
resident. It did not help when in 2014 Li Boqing, a deputy mayor who is himself from the
north-east, said that: “If immigrants left the city, Sanya would become a ghost town
overnight.”
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The city government, however, does not want its hospitals and roads clogged up, and so
is trying to control the flood of incomers. One method is requiring that new apartments be
80 square metres or larger. Typically, pensioners rent spaces far smaller than that. There
are other factors that may curb the influx. Huang Huang of the China Tourism Academy in
Beijing says that those in early retirement (which usually begins at the age of 60 for men,
55 for female civil servants and 50 for other women) will normally be well enough to seek



a cleaner, warmer environment away from their children. As they become less active,
however, many will migrate back to be near their families. At the last stage, when they
need frequent medical assistance, they will probably enter old-age institutions. It is
unclear whether the government will build these in big population centres or in places like
Sanya.
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Pensioners themselves are looking beyond Sanya’s overcrowded streets. Some are
moving to villages along the coast, or hill towns in Yunnan, a subtropical province on the
mainland. In Guangxi province, bordering on Yunnan, the village of Bama attracts those
keen to learn the secret of longevity —it is said to have an unusually large population of
centenarians.
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China has about 220m people over 60. If they prove as mobile as American retirees (1.1%
of whom move from one state to another each year), that would mean over 2m
pensioners upping sticks annually, potentially making a huge difference to the economies
and social structures of their destinations. To judge by the experience of Sanya, few
places are ready for it.
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