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Buy Me the Sky: The Remarkable Truth of China’s One-Child Generation. By Xinran.
Translated by Esther Tyldesley and David Dobson. Ebury; 286 pages; £20.

Vocab
1. remarkable adj. =astonishing unusual or surprising in a way that causes people to take
notice IFFLAY ; EFRAY ; BEW ; 5IAEEH

e.g. She was a truly remarkable woman. 22— {/EIFIFRE LMY A

SINCE Xinran Xue wrote “The Good Women of China” in 2002, she has sought to
tell the story of ordinary Chinese people. That first, brilliant book was based on a
Chinese radio show that Ms Xue (who writes under her first name only) hosted for
eight years, inviting women to call in and talk about themselves. The result was a
moving_and shocking_account of what it was like to be a woman in socialist China.

Vocab
1. brilliant adj. very successful fRELIHAY
e.g. a brilliant career —ifX|ITAYEE LV
2. socialist adj. tt& 3 X HJ Socialist means based on socialism or relating to socialism.
e.g. Ethiopia was declared a socialist state. 2 ZEH LT HERAEEENESR,
3. moving adj. causing you to have deep feelings of sadness or sympathy zh ARY ; & ARk
SIRY
e.g. a deeply moving experience IEENANEZEH
4. account n. a written or spoken description of sth that has happened A ; fUA ; RS
e.g. She gave the police a full account of the incident. A ZE A RMFIA T AT A4S
1B,
Sentence
The result was a moving and shocking account of what it was like to be a woman in socialist
China.
F+: The result was account of...
iXE moving_and shocking R A B E
account of XEARAR, HARNEE
what it was like to be a woman in socialist China. E{f#EIAKZtT 4

The country is far more open now than it was even two decades ago,_yet the task of
recounting_the first-person_experiences of some of its 1.4 billion people is just as
vital—and sometimes as tricky. In “Buy Me the Sky”, her seventh book, Ms Xue
takes on China’s first generation of only children, those born between 1979 and
1984, after the one-child policy was introduced nationwide. Each chapter uses the

life and experiences of a “single sprout”, as she calls them, to enliven a larger story.




Vocab
1. recount v. to tell sb about sth, especially sth that you have experienced iR , HUA (
B0 )
2. tricky adj. difficult to do or deal with #7309 ; #EXSTHY

e.g. Getting it to fit exactly is a tricky business.{fiX7ZEaIE 24 EHEHEINES.
3. first-person n. a set of pronouns and verb forms used by a speaker to refer to himself
or herself, or to a group including himself or herself Z— AR

e.g. 'l am'is the first person singular of the present tense of the verb 'to be'. *Iam 2
#Mia to be TIERTRISE— ATREEEL,
4. sprout n.a new part growing on a plant & ; 1% ;

e.g. After eleven days of growth the number of sprouts was counted. 2311 KIAEKE, WE
FRREHT TITE
5. enliven v. {EE#{FESRN; {FEAESN To enliven events, situations, or people means to make
them more lively or cheerful.

e.g. Even the most boring meeting was enlivened by Dan's presence.EMEF2 & LIS, R
Ef—LI, BETHEEERR,
Sentence
The country is far more open now than it was even two decades ago, yet the task of recounting
the first-person experiences of some of its 1.4 billion people is just as vital—and sometimes as
tricky.
ZEF: The country is far more open now
yet the task of recounting XEH yet 2 %Fid BB despite what has just been said (HZ ; &
M.
the first-person experiences of some of its 1.4 billion people 14{Z AWEZRIZH, XE its 215
X ZE1E the country
as vital—and sometimes as tricky. iXE as...as fl...—t¥, EEBEMHN

-
ZJ<

The central question is what developing an idea of children in the singular has done
to Chinese society; what happens when those one-and-onlies, so long_the sole
focus of their parents’ and grandparents’ love, attention and expectations, go out
into the world. Has not thinking about others until adulthood skewed the morality of
a generation?

Vocab
1. singular n. (BiFH)EE, BEEHAZI( The singular of a noun is the form of it that is used to refer
to one person or thing.
2. one and only [—F; 2N unique; single (used for emphasis or as a designation of a
celebrity)
3. skew v. to change or influence sth with the result that it is not accurate, fair, normal,
etc. IR ; HIfR ; FALR ; F00.. A/ERME
4. morality n. principles concerning right and wrong or good and bad behaviour BfE ; 1&
EEN ; 'Y

e.g. matters of public/ private morality 233t/ AI&EGIRR
Sentence
The central question is what developing_an idea of children in the singular has done to Chinese
society; what happens when those one-and-onlies, so long_the sole focus of their parents’ and
grandparents’ love, attention and expectations, go out into the world.




F+: The central question is... [FEE T M~ what A G)

developlnq an idea of children in the singular X N FIREE, SFRIDIREN: KBRENZFROMH
=, DI_L/SMHE has done to Chinese society FJLAIEfEN KRB N ZFHIB SN PEHSMM T+
Ao FRIABTEIR AT BB A BN ZFRBER T . BNARIMA FREERXREMSFMIm (874
AR EBEBAETAER, BIFIm)

what happens when those one-and-onlies go out into the world & &4+, LiXLEMEFLFE
Elfa=

FEAY3E N\ IE so long the sole focus of their parents’ and grandparents’ love, attention and
expectations, 3RIFXTMEE FRAAZEIRGE

Her thesis is that today’s only children are materially better off than their forebears —
sometimes hugely so—but that they are a lonely generation whose parents’ dreams
lie heavy on their shoulders. Economic change has made the generational divide
sharp and deep, says Ms Xue. “Chinese children are the property of their parents,
and we single children, in particular, are the property of all the generations before
us,” says one only child she meets. Another woman notes that she spent the nine
months of her pregnancy under the “direction and protection” of 12 relatives from
two generations above her, every move she made linked to the fate of her family.

Vocab
1. thesis n. @pl;ie s A thesis is an idea or theory that is expressed as a statement and is
discussed in a logical way.
e.g. This thesis does not stand up to close inspection.iX M LA e F AR,
2. materially adv. EKith; 1H31h substantially ; considerably
e.g. materially different circumstances. B LA ERYIE R .
3. forebear n. f85%;RiIZE Your forebears are your ancestors.
4. lie heavy on one 1k ARG, 1EAEFAR cause one to feel troubled or uncomfortable
5. generational adj. —f{AY; 1L Z[E]AY Generational means relating to a particular generation,
or to the relationship between particular generations.
e.g. generational conflict B A ZEHY 5
e.g. generational divide {{;j4
6. pregnancy n. the state of being pregnant A2 ; 1Tz ; Z2HA
e.g. Many women experience sickness during pregnancy. . FZ 3 EMNZ2HIE BT O
%,

No wonder, says Ms Xue, that many find it hard to discover their own path in life: “A
bird cannot carry its cage when it flies.” One young man is so ill-equipped for
adulthood that he cannot pack his own suitcase, yet, away from family scrutiny, he
transforms from being a picky eater into a happy omnivore. Several of her onlies
embody the spoiled generation of the title, others are “labouring ants”. One
interviewee moans that in America and Europe people under 30 are knowingly
hedonistic and encouraged to explore their options in life, whereas in China,
another says, the young instead spend those years studying and setting themselves
up in a profession, trying to buy a house and car, making_ themselves worthy of
marriage. A third disagrees: being an only child “has become an excuse for my
generation”, he says.



dic://substantially
dic://considerably

Vocab
1. ill-equipped adj. ~ (for sth) | ~ (to do sth) not having the necessary equipment or skills
EEHATEN ; BATERN
2. scrutiny n. careful and thorough examination (@ E ; INEARIEE
e.g. Foreign policy has come under close scrutiny recently. )& , BURFEIIMSBIEESEIT
INEAIERIIERE,
3. picky adj. =fussy liking only particular things and difficult to please#tZI8Y9 ; ¥EIRRY
e.g. Everyone knows children are picky eaters. \NFE%, /NZFIZERIAHE,
4. omnivore n. an animal or a person that eats all types of food, especially both plants
and meat B34 ; RERIA
5. embody v. =represent to express or represent an idea or a quality BRI , AW , £F
( BABELmIER )
e.g. the principles embodied in the Declaration of Human Rights{AHIE { ANES) F
AR
6. interviewee n. R IFE M EINE An interviewee is a person who is being interviewed.
7. hedonistic adj. Z&F X #J Hedonistic means relating to hedonism.
e.g. ...the hedonistic pleasures of the South...FAEHEMZRIHE
Sentence
making themselves worthy of marriage

EMECERSEE, BIXBEXFENTHILIIBRENEE
SYNONYMS [ Sia##r

option

choice | alternative | possibility

These are all words for sth that you choose to do in a particular situation. LA _E&Zid1Y

TERMET FAYZERE.

) option something that you can choose to have or do; the freedom to choose what
you do FERTIEEEANSEY). WEEE, 1R, EEMNEH
As | see it, we have two options... IB5E , F(IEFFIERR...
Students have the option of studying abroad in their second year. F4E_—FRAIRILAGE
FHESS,

Option is also the word used in computing for one of the choices you can
make when using a computer program. * option JMEITENERFEANEIN, 155F :
Choose the ‘Cut’ option from the Edit menu. M\4giEiEE _Hi%iE "E5t)" I,

) choice the freedom to choose what you do; something that you can choose to have
or do SN, EERIEH. 1B ENEENEY

If 1 had the choice, | would stop working tomorrow. JNER1LEFIEE , FBAKFELET{E,
There is a wide range of choices open to you. {FERZIERE,

) alternative something that you can choose to have or do out of two or more
possibilities I5RTHIEIRAVEY). Hp—FtiE :
You can be paid in cash weekly or by cheque monthly: those are the two alternatives. {{R

NIRALZEUIEXE , SdgBLUESR. —&0EE—.

OPTION, CHOICE OR ALTERNATIVE? F OPTION, CHOICE J&E ALTERNATIVE ?



Choice is slightly less formal than option and alternative is slightly more
formal. Choice is most often used for ‘the freedom to choose’, although you can
sometimes also use option (but not usually alternative). * choice %% option #3EIEZ , M
alternative EIFT(¥, FREFNEIEENEREFEH choice , NI BRIEAIA option , {Ei@
EAH alternative :
If 1 had the choice/option, | would... ¥1RILFIER , F<...

parental choice in education LEB{EHE 5 ERNEFIN
 ontionial e inedueati

Things that you can choose
are options, choices or alternatives. However, alternative is more frequently used to

talk about choosing between two things rather than several. "RaIERAIEEYIE
option, choice 8 alternative 98], it , alternative && FBLUSHENTIIES NENIER,

) possibility one of the different things that you can do in a particular situation 8%
BT N RNGRAEY)
We need to explore a wide range of possibilities. E{ JEEIRTZ AT REAIE .
The possibilities are endless. AIAERIINEZR TSI,

Possibility can be used in a similar way
to option, choice and alternative, but the emphasis here is less on the need to make a
choice, and more on what is available. * possibility BIFEiA5S option, choice #1

alternative 18l , AIHERTERET OIERENEYMIFREEEHIERE.
PATTERNS
( with/without the option/choice/possibility of sth

( a(n) good/acceptable/reasonable/possible option/choice/alternative

( the only option/choice/alternative/possibility open to sb

( to have a/an/the option/choice of doing sth

( to have no option/choice/alternative but to do sth

( a number/range of options/choices/alternatives/possibilities

Ms Xue raises more questions than she answers—her book is a series of
observations rather than a rigorous study, a little too reliant on individuals who have

travelled far from China and into the author’s path. \Weighing the consequences of
one of the most extraordinary social experiments on earth is not an easy venture.

Vocab
1. reliant adj. =dependent ~ on/ upon sb/ sth needing sb/ sth in order to survive, be
successful, etc. (KIS ; (KEERY
e.g. The hostel is heavily reliant upon charity. XIS TTERKIEE _EAKEEEE],
2. weigh v. ~sth (up) |~ (up) sth (against sth) to consider sth carefully before making a
decision INEEE ; X ; BIE
e.g. She weighed up all the evidence. ithBEE =& T FIERNIEE.
Sentence
Ms Xue raises more questions than she answers—her book is a series of observations rather




than a rigorous study, a little too reliant on individuals who have travelled far from China and into
the author’s path.

EF: Ms Xue raises more questions than she answers

—her book is a series of observations rather than a rigorous study iX BT S5t HIEIER AN —
TME, PR —RIIPMEMAE— N ENAR

a little too reliant on individuals who have travelled far from China and into the author’s path. iX
B too EXEMNERE: used before adjectives and adverbs to say that sth is more than
is good, necessary, possible, etc. ( AFFEFAMENER) X, &F , &F

RN TFRIEA T FENMEMIF] into the author’s path. iXE into ...path B LAIRf# AT
ATEENERDN, BEIER—FRELNA, BIMBRZHIA..

This article appeared in the Books and arts section of the print edition

China's one-child policy
Only and lonely

W AR R A S P

Buy Me the Sky: The Remarkable Truth of China's One-Child Generation. By Xinran.
CEFE—ARZEY + RPPEMA T L —RIRZTHSE . BERIRE .

Since Xinran Xue wrote "The Good Women of China" in 2002, she has sought to tell the
story of ordinary Chinese people. That first, brilliant book was based on a Chinese radio
show that Ms Xue (who writes under her first name only) hosted for eight years, inviting
women to call in and talk about themselves. The result was a moving and shocking
account of what it was like to be a woman in socialist China.

M20024E 5T <P EREF LAY TFaR . BERRARLARZE 1A tH N ki v [ 348 2 1 ek A
Ho XERRARHRAE —AS, WAESIANE. Bt MAERHEKNS TACH4
) EAPEITERSER T ERTH, ZETST TRAP. ETHSY, g
AR AFTHERIE, BRI . &R SOk TR ORI, Jhd T e
FEXHRE, 2 NS,

The country is far more open now than it was even two decades ago, yet the task of
recounting the first-person experiences of some of its 1.4 billion people is just as vital—
and sometimes as tricky. In "Buy Me the Sky", her seventh book, Ms Xue takes on
China's first generation of only children, those born between 1979 and 1984, after the
one-child policy was introduced nationwide. Each chapter uses the life and experiences
of a “single sprout”, as she calls them, to enliven a larger story.

F204EHIAHLL, PREIMECEITTRES T, R ZL— AFRRE FRERAMIGE1MZATH
WK [ — 2 NP, ROMR IS, (HIE N R R T . TEM IR S E AR <4
F—hRZY o, B LRR TR E RS HOMAE TR BUIR, T A2 T 197921984
AR, RIS A2 BRI WA 4 ) e ) B R RR T A Y N AR
ZH5, MR IX LR, XA AL R B AR B R

The central question is what developing an idea of children in the singular has done to

Chinese society; what happens when those one-and-onlies, so long the sole focus of their
parents' and grandparents' love, attention and expectations, go out into the world. Has



not thinking about others until adulthood skewed the morality of a generation?

FIREAZOTE T, AT LBORF X E LS4 T BN XA —EH &K
HACBERISS S IR Z . RIERIG A ME— R . —Hp AN fhe . fifileER? ilE
B AR Z G A TG A AF RS, XM OSS AR ELEM TR —RAR M EW?

Her thesis is that today's only children are materially better off than their forebears —
sometimes hugely so—but that they are a lonely generation whose parents' dreams lie
heavy on their shoulders. Economic change has made the generational divide sharp and
deep, says Ms Xue. “Chinese children are the property of their parents, and we single
children, in particular, are the property of all the generations before us,” says one only
child she meets. Another woman notes that she spent the nine months of her pregnancy
under the “direction and protection” of 12 relatives from two generations above her, every
move she made linked to the fate of her family.

BEL RN, A BT LAE AR TR KF LB & s TR 3EN T ——A I 2 it
I ——{E AR AR I d T — A, AT A B B SRS R 2 F P TR & b
W i, TR A AR R R . “rp B B B RSB R, TR T L A
FLITRU, FATHIE LA AL EIEN TR "B L L BT8 2) i — 24 00 A 1 Zo0f b i
BEIE . Bk VEiRE], EMRER A AR, 23 7 ERE - 12HE B0
FIERI, MR — 28— BP0 S A R AT s R AE T — .

No wonder, says Ms Xue, that many find it hard to discover their own path in life: “A bird
cannot carry its cage when it flies.” One young man is so ill-equipped for adulthood that
he cannot pack his own suitcase, yet, away from family scrutiny, he transforms from being
a picky eater into a happy omnivore. Several of her onlies embody the spoiled generation
of the title, others are “labouring ants”. One interviewee moans that in America and
Europe people under 30 are knowingly hedonistic and encouraged to explore their
options in life, whereas in China, another says, the young instead spend those years
studying and setting themselves up in a profession, trying to buy a house and car, making
themselves worthy of marriage. A third disagrees: being an only child “has become an
excuse for my generation”, he says.

MEPERE L, AREMATFLORAREINAETET B CHERIR AR, “SaaH f
5. WHELIBHAE R "R AN T RIS — SHEEHNA . il E s
HOMT2M. m— BB T ERES A1 e N — MR B R AL PR 2 &
. RAILAMETF KNG & WmZ R — R XA, HA &7 T, B
h— B2 VIE AR, FESEERIWI . 3028 LU M4ER A N.O B — P R, Bk
SEIAIERRNES A CHERE. H— AHhseiE, RMFEF ENS R, FRATEX
BAEHRE RS, BN TARE, SHEEELE, REAHRARLNE. F=AANFRE
T YO MAE TR BT A X AR E, BERh T —AMEH .

Ms Xue raises more questions than she answers—her book is a series of observations
rather than a rigorous study, a little too reliant on individuals who have travelled far from
China and into the author's path. Weighing the consequences of one of the most
extraordinary social experiments on earth is not an easy venture.

e ISR, B LA EAR T 7 L ) R BORIEFR AT, M 4R S Xt A
W BRI , AR — RS R LB . XABRIF SN AT L/RTEIT 7+
B I HAEE A RLI NG B B MRS L4 R, WRHA
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