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Early treasure-hunting in China
To have and to hold

How America got a taste for Chinese art
Apr 25th 2015

Vocab
1. treasure hunt n. 5= a search for treasure

The China Collectors: America’s Century-Long Hunt for Asian Art Treasures. By Karl
Meyer and Shareen Blair Brysac. Palgrave Macmillan; 420 pages; $30.

Vocab
1. collector n. INE&E & ;ILiEIZX A collector is a person who collects things of a particular type as a
hobby.

e.g. His work is much sought after by collectors. fth F91/E A 7ERE KNI R RIEF,

IN THE 1920s a well-connected, smooth-talking buccaneer from the east coast of
America rode a caravan of horses across western China. He was dressed in his
trademark desert boots and a stetson hat, and he flew the Stars and Stripes.
Beneath the rough demeanour |lurked an expert. Langdon Warner was schooled in
art and archaeology, and he had worked at the Boston Museum of Fine Arts. His
expedition was financed by Warburgs, Rockefellers and Forbeses, and he was
charged with bringing home precious antiquities for both personal and public
collections.

Vocab
1. smooth-talking adj. BEiR=1EAY;ISEHUER] A smooth-talking man talks very confidently in a
way that is likely to persuade people, but may not be sincere or honest.

e.g. ...the smooth-talking conman who has wrecked their lives.iXMEf& =T " 2 FHERIE 710
1IRAEENIR T
2. buccaneer n. =pirate (FLig17f18HLCEIRAYIFARRAY) /82 A buccaneer was a pirate,
especially one who attacked and stole from Spanish ships in the 17th and 18th centuries.
3. caravan n. (mEMON—EFALFMITH)RITBA;ZEBA A caravan is a group of people and
animals or vehicles who travel together.

e.g. ...the old caravan routes from Central Asia to China. \FRIL 2R E Y & ZARITE R
4. trademark n. a special way of behaving or dressing that is typical of sb and that makes
them easily recognized ( ARJTAEKER] ) FHIE , tRC

e.g. ...the spiky punk hairdo that became his trademark. i 4 i 47 75 4 A 52 RI 78 Sk
5. stetson n. (F1FEHY) ET4S5 7 51008 ;541718 A Stetson is a type of hat with a wide brim that is
traditionally worn by cowboys.
6. demeanour n. the way that sb looks or behaves 4% ; XE ; 178 ; Z1E

e.g. He maintained a professional demeanour throughout. fH4&{FEE S AARIN,
E.



7.lurk v. (BEEEEARHM) B, EBE, 2K If someone lurks somewhere, they wait there
secretly so that they cannot be seen, usually because they intend to do something bad.

e.g. He thought he saw someone lurking above the chamber during the address.ft S H &
REAEEHNERERWTIN L.
8. schooled adj. ZiI1EIIH9;Z I B, BRI If you are schooled in something, you have
learned about it as the result of training or experience.

e.g. They were both well schooled in the ways of the Army... 0 1/ #} 1T B 1FHOREE )11 %5
9. be charged with (usually passive JBEFHT#aNIED: ) ~ sb with sth (formal) to give sb a
responsibility or task I ¥..BRER (5¢E55 ) ; fiE.. FIERIE (BfESS )

e.g. The governing body is charged with managing the school within its budget. FRE&
BN EME EE N EEFFRAERE.
Sentence
Beneath the rough demeanour lurked an expert.
HWE—T AR the rough demeanour $8IFRU%MR, Beneath TE, #0id lurked, an
expert — &R
MBI AR TREE—TER

Warner used crude methods to get his loot. At the famed Dunhuang caves, the
repository of vast numbers of Buddhist paintings and sculptures, he slapped cloths
soaked in barrels of thick glue in overlapping layers on the walls of frescoes. When
they were dry, he peeled them off, removing fragments of wall painting from six
caves, but ruining many. He pried loose a three-and-a-half-foot Tang-dynasty
bodhisattva, wrapped it in his underwear, and then headed back to Beijing,_jolting
over unmade roads for 18 weeks.

Vocab
1. loot n. BIETRAY) TWNE, TEY) Loot is stolen money or goods.
e.g. Most criminals steal in order to sell their loot for cash on the black market.SEi2 &5 K% 2
A TEMEERT £2E, MEEE,
2. famed adj. very well known ZE&ZH
3. repository n. I7F4b: 7714k B EE A repository is a place where something is kept safely.
e.g. A church in Moscow became a repository for police files. EEf A9 — B2 & 5 R Z 5 1Z R
ES:0):if =
4. slap v. slap sth 'on sth| slap sthe'on to spread sth on a surface in a quick, careless

way (f£..L) #BELARIR | BERURER

e.g.Just slap some paint on the walls and it'll look fine. £ FBERIRZE , MEEES
7,
5. soaked adj. very wet j@i&E

e..g You're soaked through ! (= completely wet {REBEE 7 !
6. overlap (-lapped, -lapping)/with obj.] extend over so as to cover partly 5... 5#; 5. &5
7. fresco n. ;ZIEE A fresco is a picture that is painted on a plastered wall when the plaster is
still wet.
8. peel v. ~ (sth) away/ off/ back to remove a layer, covering, etc. from the surface of sth;
to come off the surface of sth FF ; &1 ; F%
9. pry v. &S, $EFF; &L If you pry something open or pry it away from a surface, you force it
open or away from a surface.

e.g. | pried the top off a can of chilli... F & F—EEHRMANEF.



10. bodhisattva E5*=
11. head v. to move in a particular direction 83 ( /5[ ) 173
12. jolt v. =jerk to move or to make sb/ sth move suddenly and roughly ({&) E51 ,
o) , ERAR
The bus jolted to a halt. A FEIZM—EE T K,
13. unmade adj. an unmade road does not have a hard smooth surface (1B ) FFHIKMHE
f9
Sentence
He pried loose a three-and-a-half-foot Tang-dynasty bodhisattva, wrapped it in his underwear,
and then headed back to Beijing,_jolting over unmade roads for 18 weeks.
EF: He pried loose a bodhisattva
wrapped it in his underwear, X2 it B} bodhisattva
and then headed back to Beijing #A/gE1ZI1ER
jolting_over unmade roads for 18 weeks. 1A [E]1<5EFH for 18 weeks.

Warner is just one of a cavalcade of American antiquity-hunter-gatherers that
appear in “The China Collectors”, a well-researched account of the audacious ways
the American newly rich plucked paintings, sculptures, friezes, scrolls and
manuscripts out of the chaos of pre-Mao China. Diplomats and their wives, traders
and scholars all took what they could. The loot was transported in railway wagons
to Chinese ports for shipping. The Americans paid, of course, but often meagre
amounts.

Vocab
1. cavalcade n. 5fA;ZEFA A cavalcade is a procession of people on horses or in cars or
carriages.
2. antiquity n. an object from ancient times 3% ; &% ; &= ; &
3. audacious adj. =daring willing to take risks or to do sth shocking BEYFEHY ; XIERY
e.g. an audacious decision XIBHNRE
4. pluck v. to take hold of sth and remove it by pulling it {63
e.g. He plucked the wallet from the man's grasp. £ TEMNBASIMENRE.
5. frieze n. a border that goes around the top of a room or building with pictures or
carvings on it i , HIREED
6. chaos n. a state of complete confusion and lack of order J&&L ; Z¥dEL ; ==&l
e.g. Heavy snow has caused total chaos on the roads. KESHERK FRE—HEEL.
7.wagon n. (KEM)FEZLERE, FK A wagon is a large container on wheels which is pulled by a
train.
8. meagre adj. small in quantity and poor in quality V289 ; SERAY
e.g. a meagre diet of bread and water REE&FIZKEIHEZX IR

One member of Beijing’s expat colony was George Kates, who, like Warner, was a
Harvard graduate of considerable charm who revelled in what the authors call an
“American addiction to Chinese art and culture”. He cast a discerning eye over the
scene. At the same time he deplored the poor taste of many of the buyers, who
chose “dull and expensive porcelains” and “garish Mandarin robes which they
condemned to the oddest uses”.

Vocab



1. expat = expatriate n. a person living in a country that is not their own F{FEEIMNIA ;
i

e.g. American expatriates in Paris B{EEBZRRIEEA
2. revel v. 'revel in sth to enjoy sth very much [T ; HXTF ; IEF

e.g. She was clearly revelling in all the attention. EfiZ2M , ITARNETBRE+H5E
\\/
7 N\o
3. addiction n. ~ (to sth) the condition of being addicted to sth fi& ; \iX ; FEiF
4. discerning adj. able to show good judgement about the quality of sb/ sth HiREI7I89 ;
BIRDRY ; BRI
5. cast...eye t; ¥RE(—HR); 33 If you cast your eyes or cast a look in a particular direction,
you look quickly in that direction.

e..g | cast my eyes down briefly... @ & 7 —0R,
6. deplore v. to strongly disapprove of sth and criticize it, especially publicly AFFHED ; i&
RIS

e.g. Like everyone else, | deplore and condemn this killing. EEIFrE A—tEBZNEENXE
XIRZE,
7. porcelain n. 2% A porcelain is an ornament that is made of porcelain. You can refer to a
number of such ornaments as porcelain .

e.g. ..decorative 17th and 18th century porcelains.17#118tH 22 IF AR E S
8. garish adj. very brightly coloured in an unpleasant way {8889 ; TE1EY ; ZER
9. robe n. a long loose outer piece of clothing, especially one worn as a sign of rank or
office at a special ceremony #8fR , L8

e.g. Mandarin robes JE#8
10. condemn v. ~sb (to sth) to say what sb's punishment will be ¥ ; ¥4 ( EAFEFH
0 )
Sentence
One member of Beijing’s expat colony was George Kates, who, like Warner, was a Harvard
graduate of considerable charm who revelled in what the authors call an “American addiction to
Chinese art and culture”.
F+: One member of Beijing’s expat colony was George Kates
who, like Warner, was a Harvard graduate... ;X HLE who was a... WIEREMTIEMNT, RE
7£ who [FEIMAN T —MENEREFEIXT who
who revelled in what the authors call an “American addiction to Chinese art and culture”. X2 g
who BIZEITIEER N EIBHSZ2E—, #B2E George Kates , iXE revelled in FRE XA S EHSL
MEEENS|SHIEN Chinese art and culture , RAFTA T —TMEFEIEHE revelled in AR

Kates was no slouch at acquiring, just more discreet. During a stint in Chongqing,
where he worked for the Office of Strategic Services, the forerunner of the CIA, he
scooped up documents for his American spymasters and cultural pieces for the
Library of Congress. The Brooklyn Museum, where he was curator from 1947 to
1949, exhibited his personal collection of Ming furniture. When China fell out of
fashion_during_the anti-communist_hysteria of the 1950s, Kates fell on hard times
and was forced to sell his precious Ming_chairs and tables at an auction_attended
by a Rockefeller and European royalty.

Vocab
1. slouch v. JIlEIJll be no 'slouch (informal) to be very good at sth or quick to do sth i&



KT ; T1SRF!
e.g. She's no slouch on the guitar. ithE2EEEAYTFEF,
2. acquiring I
3. discreet adj. careful in what you say or do, in order to keep sth secret or to avoid
causing embarrassment or difficulty for sb ( 547 ) 2B , [EER , ZEFIH

WORD FAMILY
discreet adj. (#indiscreet)
discretion n. (% indiscretion)

4. stint n. a period of time that you spend working somewhere or doing a particular
activity NSERIRT{E ( 8iEs0 ) AIRTE

e.g. He did a stint abroad early in his career.fBER5EESNFT—ERAT A,
5. forerunner n. a person or thing that came before and influenced sb/ sth else that is
similar; a sign of what is going to happen 5ciK ; %617& ; Uk ; iJk
6. scoop V. ~sb/sth (up) to move or lift sb/ sth with a quick continuous movement (
Rt ) S, =i |, Qi

e.g. She scooped the child up in her arms. —EEFEZF.
7. spymaster n. [BIRZHZ1A9L B A spymaster is a spy who is in charge of a group of spies.
8. curator n. (IEMIEZLEARIEM)IEL, fAZRA A curator is someone who is in charge of the
objects or works of art in a museum or art gallery.

e.g. Peter Forey is curator of fossil fishes at the Natural History Museum.{ 15 f8 & = B ARHE
EIMEBXMCARTHNREA,
9. fell out of fashion be in/come into/go out of fashion 1T ; FHERTT | ABRIT
10. anti-communist opposed to communism Jz 7= = Y A9
11. hysteria adj. (—BfAR) 1BHEKIE, TEFFIEZERIE AL Hysteria among a group of people is a
state of uncontrolled excitement, anger, or panic.

e.g. No one could help getting carried away by the hysteria...Fi'§ AZ A H B EHZRIIEHRIEE
AOREZE,
9. auction n. a public event at which things are sold to the person who offers the most
money for them 952
Sentence
When China fell out of fashion during the anti-communist hysteria of the 1950s, Kates fell on
hard times and was forced to sell his precious Ming_chairs and tables at an auction attended by
a Rockefeller and European royalty.
F+F: Kates fell on hard times and was forced to sell his precious Ming_chairs and tables 3
FiBE
at an auction attended by a Rockefeller and European royalty. f£—> a Rockefeller and
European royalty ZIMfIHES &
When China fell out of fashion during the anti-communist hysteria of the 1950s, X EH)IBIEE
fell, =2 China fell out of fashion [FEEAT[E): during the anti-communisthysteria of the
1950s,

“The China Collectors” is a racy, panoramic read; a cultural adventure story with
serious diplomatic implications. Should the American museums that have preserved
these acquisitions from possible destruction during the years of civil strife in China
be allowed to keep their collections intact? If China wants them back, what should
be the terms?




Vocab
1.racy adj. (XKX) 4mHY; (F1E) JEERRY;EFREY Racy writing or behaviour is lively, amusing,
and slightly shocking.

e.g. a racy novel HZEAY/ING
2. panoramic adj. £589; m=H If you have a panoramic view, you can see a long way over a
wide area.

e.g. The terrain's high points provide a panoramic view of Los Angeles.7£3iX "Nl X F IS s BE
BEIELINNER,
3. implication n. something that is suggested or indirectly stated (= sth that is
implied ) &8 ; igg

e.g. He criticized the Director and, by implication, the whole of the organization.ftiff
HEE , HLREENET 7 BAMIIA,
4. acquisition n. (X/AT)HY) UL, FHI If a company or business person makes
an acquisition, they buy another company or part of a company.
5. strife n. angry or violent disagreement between two people or groups of people;$sg ;
St fiEL

e.g. civil strife &L
Sentence
what should be the terms?
1XE should be the terms A RIS

So far, the Chinese government has allowed the marketplace to take care of the
problem, encouraging wealthy Chinese to buy back the country’s patrimony at
auction and privately from dealers and collectors. But what would happen if
demagogic nationalists in China, an ever-louder force, took an interest? Before
deciding on any future path, the authors argue, it is important to be clear about
“how and why we have collected China”. As a first step, theirs is an astonishing
tale.

Vocab
1. marketplace n. the marketplace [sing.] the activity of competing with other companies to
buy and sell goods, services, etc. iz

e.g. Companies must be able to survive in the marketplace. AR RERENETIZRZET
A,
2. take care of A& 2B
3. patrimony n. (EZRAY) X4, &= A country’s patrimony is its land, buildings, and works of
art.
4. demagogic adj. &K E/OH;EEIEIERY If you say that someone such as a politician
is demagogic, you are criticizing them because you think they try to win people's support by
appealing to their emotions rather than using reasonable arguments.

e.g. ...a demagogic populist. B RO EHRENE
5. ever-louder #IEFLARY
6. theirs (the possessive form of they * they BIFFBE1&HZ )of or belonging to them {th{]

89, 1189, E(189 (FrE4D )

e.g. Theirs are the children with very fair hair. Il FE2IPLEE HLES KRN,
Sentence
take care of the problem




AERRMEE, EIMEMEARE, KREBHAE, FAU, 5|RABRZEE

This article appeared in the Books and arts section of the print edition

Early treasure-hunting in China
To have and to hold

B EYIESE: A, SAE

The China Collectors: America's Century-Long Hunt for Asian Art Treasures. By Karl
Meyer and Shareen Blair Brysac.

< ER R ——E E XN 2R SR AL E 5S> . Karl Meyer[i Shareen Blair
Brysacf#

In the 1920s a well-connected, smooth-talking buccaneer from the east coast of America
rode a caravan of horses across western China. He was dressed in his trademark desert
boots and a stetson hat, and he flew the Stars and Stripes. Beneath the rough demeanour
lurked an expert. Langdon Warner was schooled in art and archaeology, and he had
worked at the Boston Museum of Fine Arts. His expedition was financed by Warburgs,
Rockefellers and Forbeses, and he was charged with bringing home precious antiquities
for both personal and public collections.
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Warner used crude methods to get his loot. At the famed Dunhuang caves, the repository
of vast numbers of Buddhist paintings and sculptures, he slapped cloths soaked in
barrels of thick glue in overlapping layers on the walls of frescoes. When they were dry, he
peeled them off, removing fragments of wall painting from six caves, but ruining many. He
pried loose a three-and-a-half-foot Tang-dynasty bodhisattva, wrapped it in his
underwear, and then headed back to Beijing, jolting over unmade roads for 18 weeks.
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Warner is just one of a cavalcade of American antiquity-hunter-gatherers that appear in
“The China Collectors”, a well-researched account of the audacious ways the American
newly rich plucked paintings, sculptures, friezes, scrolls and manuscripts out of the chaos
of pre-Mao China. Diplomats and their wives, traders and scholars all took what they

could. The loot was transported in railway wagons to Chinese ports for shipping. The
Americans paid, of course, but often meagre amounts.
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7T VRS, T, MR, R BIEERUUE TR M ETIMAIN RN R
NULE 2235 AEX AT RE S B SO A R A8 o X S8 45035 ol i BRI SR 42 B B A & A2k
KRG HIZEEE. XEEEANYRE NN B, (HEFE AL,

One member of Beijing's expat colony was George Kates, who, like Warner, was a
Harvard graduate of considerable charm who revelled in what the authors call an
“American addiction to Chinese art and culture”. He cast a discerning eye over the scene.
At the same time he deplored the poor taste of many of the buyers, who chose “dull and
expensive porcelains” and “garish Mandarin robes which they condemned to the oddest
uses”.
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Kates was no slouch at acquiring, just more discreet. During a stint in Chongqing, where
he worked for the Office of Strategic Services, the forerunner of the CIA, he scooped up
documents for his American spymasters and cultural pieces for the Library of Congress.
The Brooklyn Museum, where he was curator from 1947 to 1949, exhibited his personal
collection of Ming furniture. When China fell out of fashion during the anti-communist
hysteria of the 1950s, Kates fell on hard times and was forced to sell his precious Ming
chairs and tables at an auction attended by a Rockefeller and European royalty.
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“The China Collectors” is a racy, panoramic read; a cultural adventure story with serious
diplomatic implications. Should the American museums that have preserved these
acquisitions from possible destruction during the years of civil strife in China be allowed
to keep their collections intact? If China wants them back, what should be the terms?
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So far, the Chinese government has allowed the marketplace to take care of the problem,
encouraging wealthy Chinese to buy back the country's patrimony at auction and
privately from dealers and collectors. But what would happen if demagogic nationalists in
China, an ever-louder force, took an interest? Before deciding on any future path, the
authors argue, it is important to be clear about “how and why we have collected China”.
As a first step, theirs is an astonishing tale.
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