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China’s return to greatness

Marching forward

The great power is still licking old wounds
Aug 3rd 2013

Wealth and Power: China’s Long March to the Twenty-First Century. By Orville
Schell and John Delury. Random House; 478 pages; $30. Little, Brown; £14.99.
Buy from Amazon.com, Amazon.co.uk

Vocab
1. march n. an act of marching; a journey made by marching 171# ; 17&%&

e.g. The army began their long march to the coast. ZAFHA Tt I E SIS XANKIRTT
=
2. lick v. to move your tongue over the surface of sth in order to eat it, make it wet or
clean it &

e.g. The cat sat licking its paws. BBRIEALETTF.
3. great power n. 5E[E

MODERN China’s founding_trauma_came in 1842, when British troops pushed
opium down the throats of a prostrate nation at the Treaty of Nanjing. Today this
brutal military and diplomatic defeat is hailed in China for the way its darkness
forced a new dawn.

Vocab
1.trauma n. an unpleasant experience that makes you feel upset and/ or anxious J@&%&
o #4fr

e g She felt exhausted after the traumas of recent weeks. {12 7 &/ N EHNES

[ERENERE B,

2. opium n. 185 Opium is a powerful drug made from the juice or sap of a type of poppy. Opium
is used in medicines that relieve pain or help someone sleep.
3. down the throat force/ thrust/ ram sth down sb's 'throat (informal) to try to force sb to
listen to and accept your opinions in a way that they find annoying 38I0F A ; s218#&%
(WA)

e.g. I've always been close to my dad but he's never rammed his career down my throat...¥—
BENE8RER, NEttMAaBEREA#EMISEL,
4. prostrate adj. lying on the ground and facing downwards {fEMNY ; B\ERY ; FHREY

e.g. They fell prostrate in worship. fti{iJFEEIEHE,
5. Treaty of Nanjing n. FAREXY
6. brutal adj. violent and cruel %289 ; 248

e.g. a brutal attack/ murder/ rape/ killing B¥EEMI T/ 1R RGBT/ RE
7. hail v. to descrlbe sb/ sth as being very good or special, especially in newspapers,

etc. %47 (SFRAR ) ... 0 ( TAFIRES)


http://amazon.com/
http://amazon.co.uk/

e.g. The conference was hailed as a great success. SINEFRFTA—IXEARIFLIN,
8. dawn n. the time of day when light first appears 22088 ; 35S ; BEEE
e.g. They start work at dawn. X—={tI#FETET .
Sentence
1. MODERN China’s founding trauma came in 1842
E: trauma came in 1842,

2. the throats of a prostrate nation X P&RRA...AR....

Indeed, China celebrates defeat like other countries mark victories—and the
humiliations of subsequent decades afford plenty of opportunities, with the once
great empire carved up at the hands first of Europeans and then the Japanese. This
grim past is central to the narrative of the ruling Communist Party. Without China’s
legacy_of humiliation, the party’s role in restoring fugiang—wealth and power—
would look less impressive.

Vocab
1. mark v. to celebrate or officially remember an event that you consider to be
important &% ; K28

e.g. a ceremony to mark the 50th anniversary of the end of the war L85k 455E 50 &
FRIKEE
2. humiliation n. Bt5;/E=;E/ ;5% Humiliation is the embarrassment and shame you feel
when someone makes you appear stupid, or when you make a mistake in public.

e.g. She faced the humiliation of discussing her husband's affair. it E IHZE 1% K LR IMBRIZE

=3 o
3. subsequent adj. OPP=previous happening or coming after sth else ffg ; 5k ; 25 ; &
=]

e.g. Subsequent events confirmed our doubts. [FRASRIZEIFL TR INIIREE.
4. carve-up PHRASAL VERB #2i&5f1id the dividing of sth such as a company or a country
into separate parts X% ; R

e.g. They have begun carving the country up like a pie.fiif IE R FF GGG H— N9 X E
N
5. grim adj. unpleasant and depressing & AFRIRA ; S AEHTERN

e.g. grim news £ ABEAEHE
6. narrative n. the act, process or skill of telling a story if#Z5 ; S0k ; $NEHRIT
7.legacy n. (BHAHER) EEBOM, FIEAE A legacy of an event or period of history is
something which is a direct result of it and which continues to exist after it is over.

e.g. The old system has left a mixed legacy.|HHIE & FHEBITFHIF,
Sentence
Without China’s legacy of humiliation, the party’s role in restoring fugiang—wealth and power—
would look less impressive.
FF: the party’s role would look less impressive
BIEEiE: Without China’s legacy of humiliation
—wealth and power 3 fugiang HOfETR

Yet shame is woven into the national fabric. As early as the fifth century BC, King
Gouijian never allowed himself to forget a failed campaign that had cost him his
kingdom and his liberty. He slept on a bed of sticks and hung above his head a gall
bladder, which he licked daily; its bitter taste served to remind him of his grievance,




and gave him the strength to later take his revenge. Chi ku—to eat bitterness—is a
common phrase.

Vocab

1. weave v. B(EMEF)RAN (MEIFiZiTH) If you weave details into a story or design, you
include them, so that they are closely linked together or become an important part of the story or
design.

e.g. She weaves imaginative elements into her poems... i £ iF P 4R4HE S BIVAE,
2. fabric n. the basic structure of a society, an organization, etc. that enables it to
function successfully (#t<. V%R ) 44

e.g. a trend which threatens the very fabric of society FfMISEAREHIATIEE
3. stick n. a thin piece of wood that has fallen or been broken from a tree £;5% ; flifsz ; 42
KR

e.g. The boys were throwing sticks and stones at the dog. BB JEABRSII A
4. gall bladder n. fEEE Your gall bladder is the organ in your body which contains bile and is next
to your liver.
5. grievance n. something that you think is unfair and that you complain or protest
about NERISE ; BiFE ; 8% IR
6. bitterness n.Ek; Hi; IR

fabric
cloth | material | textile

These are all words for woven or knitted cotton, silk, wool, etc, used for making
things such as clothes and curtains, and for covering furniture. LA MEC9484R4. %

#,

) fabric woven or knitted cotton, silk, wool, etc, used for making things such as
clothes and curtains, and for covering furniture 15434, okl :
cotton fabric 18434
furnishing fabrics ZEPZEHLAY)

Fabric is often fairly strong material, and is often used when talking about
covering furniture or making curtains. * fabric EigREsLHIME , ERTIEE=xRE. MBS
:ERLY/R

) cloth fabric made by weaving or knitting cotton, wool, silk, etc. 5234, fofl :
His bandages had been made from strips of cloth. a9 SRS MAY.

Cloth is often fairly light material, especially in a form that has not been
printed, treated, or prepared for use in any way. Cloth is frequently used in talking
about buying and selling woven material. * cloth EiSEE2A9EL , JCHERIREDTE. ShIRakhn
THRIGM). cloth E15SEsERISMW). ok,

) material fabric used for making clothes, curtains, etc. I§#f} :

‘What material is this dress made of?’ ‘Cotton.’ [[ojgd “X{HEFE2FtTAEIFH
Eg ? n II*I%?EO n

Material is a more general word than fabric or cloth as it has the related meaning of
‘a substance that things can be made from’. It is not used when it might not be clear



which type of material is meant. * material 3 fabric 8 cloth X &/~ , EAZaS k.
[FREEFEREN. NEEmEEEHARRE :
AL A

> ateraric , )
) textile any type of fabric made by weaving or knitting 545435 :
He owns a factory producing a range of textiles. ffE—xR L) , £F=—ZKFILHR5R.
the textile industry 2543 Tl

Textile is used mostly when talking about the business of making woven
materials. The industry of making textiles is called textiles. * textile ZFIT8RYIEr=
M, PR ERRYF LY textiles :
He got a job in textiles. fBELHLUTIIREI—D TE.

PATTERNS

( woven/cotton/woollen fabric/cloth/material/textiles
( synthetic fabric/material/textiles
( printed fabric/cloth/textiles

( furnishing/curtain/dress fabric/material

Sentence

As early as the fifth century BC, King Goujian never allowed himself to forget a failed campaign
that had cost him his kingdom and his liberty.

FF: King Goujian never allowed himself to forget a failed campaign £ F1R &

that had cost him his kingdom and his liberty i XM ME], Fc1TiEE a failed campaign —17H5MHY
%1%, had cost him, LM RF Zhis kingdom and his liberty

In “Wealth and Power” Orville Schell, a longtime observer of China, and John
Delury, a rising Sinologist and Korea expert, set out to find the roots of China’s
economic success. In the style of Jonathan Spence, the doyen of China historians,
they do so through pen-portraits of 11 intellectuals and politicians who strove to
change China after 1842. Running through this absorbing book is the sense that
China’s leaders, from the much maligned Empress Dowager Cixi to the recent
reformist prime minister, Zhu Rongji, all tried, in their own way, to avenge the
country’s history of shame.

Vocab
1. Sinologist n. X¥%, WARPEXMLE
2. set out to PHRASAL VERB #5i&x18 FA;%&F If you set out to do something, you start trying
to do it.
e.g. We set out to find the truth behind the mystery. F A 1FFIAE F B F R FEBEERE,
3. doyen n. the most respected or most experienced member of a group or
profession ( FEEASERWHH ) ERIZE  BEHREE | TE
e.g. Arthur C Clarke is the doyen of science-fiction writers. fi& . C-rRAlrERIZ]/)MEE
KPRIERIZE.
4. maligned adj. causing harm =1 ; 5|EBER



e.g. a malign force/ influence/ effect BEMNH/#I0/{EF
5. dowager n. a woman of high social rank who has a title from her dead husband ( &
TRLERY ) fEE=a

e.g. Empress Dowager 2 X5
6. avenge v. IR...2Z21{N; =F...ZHL If you avenge a wrong or harmful act, you hurt or punish the
person who is responsible for it.

e.g. He has devoted the past five years to avenging his daughter's death...{t?id E5F— 10\
2 M.
Sentence
In the style of Jonathan Spence, the doyen of China historians, they do so through pen-portraits
of 11 intellectuals and politicians who strove to change China after 1842.
FF: they do so... XEH so, BIREEMNAZE, XEREENIEA, & used to introduce
the next part of a story (5|HHTX)

The work of restoring China’s lost wealth and power required overthrowing
Confucian orthodoxy. The Confucian insistence on family over state, morality over
materialism and ritual over reward had let the country down in the face of Western
threats. Indeed the quest for wealth and power was first articulated by Confucius’s
arch-rivals, the Legalists: “If a wise ruler masters wealth and power,” said the
Legalist philosopher Han Feizi two millennia ago, “he can have whatever he
desires.”

Vocab
1. overthrow v. &), #T7fI; J%...# & When a government or leader is overthrown, they are
removed from power by force.
2. Confucian adj. based on or believing the teachings of the
Chinese philosopher Confucius xR ; EFH ; FLFFRHY
3. orthodoxy n. (R, BRHEZM) E5REE, ELSE(D The old, traditional beliefs of a
religion, political party, or philosophy can be referred to as orthodoxy.
4. morality n. principles concerning right and wrong or good and bad behaviour Bf& ; &
EHEN ; BN

e.g. matters of public/ private morality A3/ ABEER
5. materialism n. the belief that money, possessions and physical comforts are more
important than spiritual values SERIFEN. ; ¥IFREN

e.g. morality over materialism [E{E21/)
6. ritual n. a series of actions that are always performed in the same way, especially as
part of a religious ceremony 2% ; {fl ; #L%5 ; (JGE ) =BT

e.g. religious rituals =Y
7. articulated adj. (W=, &%) #HFTIAL; #HFRIXK DY (of an idea or feeling) expressed; put
into words

e.g. the lack of a clearly articulated policy. BEERAAARH,
8. arch-rival n. a person's main opponent FE=FEXF ;| TEBEHF
9. millennia n. FEHD (millenniumb9E %K) ; —FF; FEKRE; KFEHRH
Sentence
The Confucian insistence on family over state, morality over materialism and ritual over reward
had let the country down in the face of Western threats.
F+F: family over state....had let the country down

family over state RIRFREETEH, EEHEXTER




In search of rejuvenation, the figures profiled in this book were obsessed with
starting anew. They were prepared to try anything, especially lessons and ideas
from the West. China’s road to modernity is littered with “~isms”: constitutionalism
(Kang Youwei), social Darwinism (Yan Fu), enlightened despotism (Liang Qichao)
and republicanism (Sun Yat-sen). Even the Chinese leader who clung most to
traditional Confucian notions, Chiang Kai-shek, drew from Leninism and the fascism
of Mussolini. (Little good it did, he may have reflected later, as a diminished dictator
in his island-exile of Taiwan.)

Vocab
1. rejuvenation n. [R]KX] B1F, RELE; i, MEFEN
2. obsess v. to completely fill your mind so that you cannot think of anything else, in a
way that is not normal EEIRE ; KT ; FEXK

e.g. She's completely obsessed with him. {ti.tatbERERE,
3. modernity n. the condition of being new and modernBi{4E
4. litter v. be littered with sth to contain or involve a lot of a particular type of thing,
usually sth badf#85 , ffiEf ( —RRISAIFRIZRIT )

e.g. Your essay is littered with spelling mistakes. {RIINEEZKEEHEEIR.,
5. constitutionalism n. a belief in constitutional government 37Z2F .
6. social Darwinism $t&IA/RXFE X [mass noun] the theory that individuals, groups, and
peoples are subject to the same Darwinian laws of natural selection as plants and animals. Now
largely discredited, social Darwinism was advocated by Herbert Spencer and others in the late
19th and early 20th centuries and was used to justify political conservatism, imperialism, and
racism and to discourage intervention and reform
7. enlightened despotism n. FFAREHll

8. republicanism n. £#13F X Republicanism is the belief that the best system of government is
a republic.

9. cling v.~ (on) to sb/ sth | ~ on/ together to hold on tightly to sb/ sth il ; &1 ; K38
10. Chiang Kai-shek n.%&71Ma (1887—1975, REEBUARK. ¥ZE, 1928—1931F % 1943—1949
FEFELSS, 1950—1975FFEE RS, 20 LI0ERIXEUNRNA—FE, ERHS=RE
W TRTF149FBEAREARE, ESEEILS B

IRER—a! BNANRIXES, MBNPBENLS, —E—1F! ||

11. fascism n. JEFAHTE X, EBMH,E X Fascism is a set of right-wing political beliefs that
includes strong control of society and the economy by the state, a powerful role for the armed
forces, and the stopping of political opposition.

12. dictator n. a ruler who has complete power over a country, especially one who has
gained it using military force JB&ZE

Most of China’s experiments with Western recipes ended in disaster. The ancient
pull of Chinese history seemed to resist modernity. In this light, Messrs Schell and
Delury provocatively try to rehabilitate Mao Zedong. They have no illusions about
the catastrophes he unleashed, such as the Great Leap Forward and the Cultural
Revolution. Nor do they credit him with the power to predict the economic miracle
that followed his death. But they suggest that Mao’s passion for permanent
revolution—his eagerness to force-march China away from the country’s old habits
—left a blank slate for Deng Xiaoping, the architect of Chinese prosperity. Mao had
bequeathed a vast new “shovel-ready” construction site for Deng’s own “‘great



enterprise’ of reform and opening up”.

Vocab
1. recipe n. 2/FE27; BIZ A recipe is a list of ingredients and a set of instructions that tell you
how to cook something. iXE /1% 2315 experiments
2. In this light n. FRLETIIE
3. provocative adj. intended to make people angry or upset; intended to make people
argue about sth #k¥AY ; KEENMERY | B FRAY

e.g. a provocative remark }EsI4EHSIE
4. rehabilitate v. to begin to consider that sb is good or acceptable after a long period
during which they were considered bad or unacceptable %E..F98%8% ; /5. ERIBE
5. catastrophe n. =disaster a sudden event that causes many people to suffer KM ; K& ;
L

e.g. Early warnings of rising water levels prevented another major catastrophe. 12giIA&
AR EBRERBGLE T X —RINEAKE,
6. unleash v. to suddenly let a strong force, emotion, etc. be felt or have an effect &t ;
SRR ; fERR

e.g. The government's proposals unleashed a storm of protest in the press. BUFFEYIRZE
51K T FHBFRATIRE,
7. Great Leap Forward n. Kiki# (FE1958—1960FEEFRINS FI— XA INEI, HE
BB AOEAMARRNESEHNRASNBERE A EIMIR T A HPRF N E R W AT
an unsuccessful attempt made under Mao Zedong in China 1958-60 to hasten the process of
industrialization and improve agricultural production by reorganizing the population into large rural
collectives and adopting labour-intensive industrial methods
8. Cultural Revolution n. Xt AEa (1966-1976FEFEN—IFBUARIEL, SELAEZFRNED
B8 piElNEMFRRLDE, SENIRD FAEKE. RAANERFENINEZRNTAR
3, ASHTTEENZFARBRLL, 1976F45%) a political upheaval in China 1966—76 intended
to bring about a return to revolutionary Maoist beliefs. Largely carried forward by the Red Guard,
it resulted in attacks on intellectuals, a large-scale purge in party posts, and the appearance of a
personality cult around Mao Zedong. It led to considerable economic dislocation and was ended
in 1976
9. miracle n. ZFil;HH AERIBIZE If you say that a good event is a miracle, you mean that it is
very surprising and unexpected.

e.g. It is a miracle no one was killed... H AERIENZ, 5B AL,
10. architect n. 78j%. EEIALRN) KiILE, BIILFE The architect of an idea, event, or
institution is the person who invented it or made it happen.
11. prosperity n. =affluence the state of being successful, especially in making money 3¢
BE; 25 ; BIh ; B
12. bequeath v. to say in a will that you want sb to have your property, money, etc. after
you die (fEEIEH ) 1B... =85S
13. shovel-ready IFHY, EHBEFR

It is a contentious claim. Other countries have got to where China is without passing
through this gateway of trauma, bloodshed and suffering. And China’s growing
wealth and military and diplomatic might is not the end of the story, as the authors
acknowledge. The question now is what will China do with it?

Vocab



1. contentious adj. likely to cause disagreement between people BJgE5 [}21EHY

e.g. a contentious issue/ topic/ subject BFNHIAIH/iEFR /T
2. gateway n. S HEHERMINA) &2, FEX If something is a gateway to a job, career, or
other activity, it gives you the opportunity to make progress or get further success in that activity.
Sentence
And China’s growing wealth and military and diplomatic might is not the end of the story, as the
authors acknowledge.
FF: the authors acknowledge X 2%

HPpiENaFEER: PEBRNVE, ESMIIRAEAZXTHBENER

Liu Xiaobo, a Nobel peace laureate in prison—one of several jail terms to which he
has been sentenced during his lifetime —is perhaps the most inspiring character
portrayed in this book. He is certainly the most astute critic of the motivations
behind China’s pursuit of wealth and power, including the almost “pathological”
need among China’s leaders to overtake the West. He poses some incisive
questions: who is served by China’s nationalism? When national pride is used to
justify despotic_ government, what is the eventual cost to ordinary people?

Vocab
1. laureate n. a person who has been given an official honour or prize for sth important
they have achievedZ=£5%18% ; &%

e.g. a Nobel laureate B N/RIZTKE
2. portray v. ¥#4%; ¥R When a writer or artist portrays something, he or she writes a
description or produces a painting of it. ;X Bz A1d
3. astute adj.=shrewd very clever and quick at seeing what to do in a particular situation,
especially how to get an advantage 58809 ; RIBHY

e.g. an astute businessman/ politician/ observer ¥SEBHIFIA ; BIBHIBZE ; SREHI
2
4. pathological adj. not reasonable or sensible; impossible to control AIRER ; TTIEIEH ;
T EFEHIRY

e.g. a pathological liar (= a person who cannot stop telling lies )RS
5. incisive adj. showing clear thought and good understanding of what is important, and
the ability to express this $tFIEY ; BAIN

e.g. incisive comments/ criticism/ analysis ;RZIENEC #IFE 9Hr
6. nationalism n. a feeling of love for and pride in your country; a feeling that your
country is better than any other RixE N ; RIXEER ; R
7. despotic adj. EHlH; 7% R, REM If you say that someone is despotic, you are emphasizing
that they use their power over other people in a very unfair or cruel way.
Sentence
When national pride is used to justify despotic government, what is the eventual cost to ordinary
people?
BET N, YHEZRFEW BT ustify despotic government BRI, 3T @A RIHRLRHN
MEtTAa?

Lu Xun, one of China’s greatest writers at the time of the country’s debasement in
the early 20th century, complained that the Chinese act like slaves before strong
people, and like masters in front of the weak. Today China is authoritarian at home
and increasingly flexing its muscles abroad. Many now wonder whether the abused




child, nourished on bitterness, must necessarily become an abuser itself;_or
whether, now that it is rich and strong, China will learn to be at peace with itself and
the world. It is one of the great open questions of the day.

Vocab
1. debasement n. IZ{E;FEZAIFE(E Debasement is the action of reducing the value or quality of
something.

e.g. ...the debasement of popular culture.i7i 47X HIEA L
2. authoritarian adj. believing that people should obey authority and rules, even when
these are unfair, and even if it means that they lose their personal freedom RFJEMH ;
BEENE ; THIRY

e.g. an authoritarian regime/ government/ state JAF BN BT/ EZ
3. flex your 'muscles to show sb how powerful you are, especially as a warning or
threat B7~L7 , KIENE ( THEIFAZESTRES )
4. abused adj. #ERFAHY
5. nourish v. to allow a feeling, an idea, etc. to develop or grow stronger 1Z7 , B (18
& M=F)

e.g. By investing in education, we nourish the talents of our children. /(B &%
&, BRI EE,
6. abuser n. [usu. with modifier] someone who regularly or habitually abuses someone or
something, in particular « (2FI > R%R) EFE; WAE, LiE
Sentence
Many now wonder whether the abused child, nourished on bitterness, must necessarily become
an abuser itself; or whether, now that it is rich and strong, China will learn to be at peace with
itself and the world.

FF: Many now wonder ... IBiE2 wonder

Many now wonder whether the abused child 1R % A8 F B B X MG ER 5189/ 7%

nourished_on bitterness, iIXAJ{E child BIRIE, ATLAREREIERE M TEIEMGAIAZE: which

is nourished on bitterness

must necessarily become an abuser itself; X B HE L Ewhether MBINGEHED, XM
F3IEL child, Bl whether the child must necessarily become... i§iE2 become, EIXMNNZED
BB NEMN— abuser

;_or whether, now that it is rich and strong, China will learn to be at peace with itself and the
world. BIFAEZ M9 =, EIBIh—1 whether, X whether B9EF 2 China will learn to be at
peace with itself and the world ElFiE: China, i8i& will learn, EL# now that it is rich and
strong XA EXf China W— 1 BIEEIE, it &8 China

This article appeared in the Books and arts section of the print edition

China's return to greatness
Marching forward

Hh ] B 5RO SRAERG T

The great power is still licking old wounds. Wealth and Power: China's Long March to the
Twenty First Century. By Orville Schell and John Delury.
XA REBEREIEG O . <Fi: PE21HLHEAEY . HOrville Schell fiiJohn Delury
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MODERN China's founding trauma came in 1842, when British troops pushed opium
down the throats of a prostrate nation at the Treaty of Nanjing. Today this brutal military
and diplomatic defeat is hailed in China for the way its darkness forced a new dawn.

U E Y ISR T 184245, JEfE 2 AFERT R4 20 T il 1) b g . AR, HHEE
P ) 22 SN 158 ST H P B 4 S B D 0 JR S

Indeed, China celebrates defeat like other countries mark victories -- and the humiliations
of subsequent decades afford plenty of opportunities, with the once great empire carved

up at the hands first of Europeans and then the Japanese. This grim past is central to the
narrative of the ruling Communist Party. Without China's legacy of humiliation, the party's
role in restoring fugiang -- wealth and power -- would look less impressive.

BsL, PEGHEMER RO, ZERIHRERTOR TS . XA E L0 K
I S8 SR AW A 5 A Ay, 20 )EARE T T IRIRIY L o X SEBRIRS Y 7 S o2 v S PRB ) L
FH. BA PRI, hAEER R P ERRENRAS X A4 NERE
Zo

Yet shame is woven into the national fabric. As early as the fifth century BC, King Goujian
never allowed himself to forget a failed campaign that had cost him his kingdom and his
liberty. He slept on a bed of sticks and hung above his head a gall bladder, which he
licked daily; its bitter taste served to remind him of his grievance, and gave him the
strength to later take his revenge. Chi ku -- to eat bitterness -- is a common phrase.

TEFPEASAR g, BE—ELSA— 2. ATTHSHAM R, BEABKICTEZ
. INEEZ W fBEFESSR b, SKIEE A E, EERERER 6, WKL MEIC B SR 328
Ji, ikt T RAELURE . I23y, B MREE I,

In" Wealth and Power" Orville Schell, a longtime observer of China, and John Delury, a
rising Sinologist and Korea expert, set out to find the roots of China's economic success.
In the style of Jonathan Spence, the doyen of China historians, they do so through pen
portraits of 11 intellectuals and politicians who strove to change China after 1842.
Running through this absorbing book is the sense that China's leaders, from the much
maligned Empress Dowager Cixi to the recent reformist prime minister, Zhu Rongji, all
tried, in their own way, to avenge the country's history of shame.

Orville Schelliz— X H EAR T % R L5, John Delury 2375 i b E Fn s E i 78 &
K, WAEE <Eimy —f, RERB P ELH IR #4054 E B 225k Jonathan
Spencefi JE 1 XUk, i fl T A 2318424F DL fa ik B e 28 o E 1 AL AR FFIBUAR . B
WIS TEH E R S BaX ARSI AR, iEAMTEZE], WEFHHEREERE, FER0
WOEYR SRS, #A D A AW X —FwiHk.

The work of restoring China's lost wealth and power required overthrowing Confucian
orthodoxy. The Confucian insistence on family over state, morality over materialism and
ritual over reward had let the country down in the face of Western threats. Indeed the
quest for wealth and power was first articulated by Confucius's arch rivals, the Legalists:"
If a wise ruler masters wealth and power," said the Legalist philosopher Han Feizi two
millennia ago," he can have whatever he desires."

HIPERA P E R R EM R N IES B MRBEHAERKTHE, BEEy, TR
Jil, XAk E RN T A E R e TR TR R B SR R SR A AR A AR T K A



e LR IRENYIEAEF20004E /7 B 35 “WER— DI SRS ER T E®R, W—uIR
TEEEZ . 7

In search of rejuvenation, the figures profiled in this book were obsessed with starting
anew. They were prepared to try anything, especially lessons and ideas from the West.
China's road to modernity is littered with" —isms": constitutionalism( Kang Youwei), social
Darwinism( Yan Fu), enlightened despotism( Liang Qichao) and republicanism( Sun Yat
sen). Even the Chinese leader who clung most to traditional Confucian notions, Chiang
Kai shek, drew from Leninism and the fascism of Mussolini. ( Little good it did, he may
have reflected later, as a diminished dictator in his island exile of Taiwan.)

XY FRE S, BP0 T E LT 4R A TSl —orded), UHRRA W
Tr g RBARFIEN o E BRI B BT T AR E X, ARA NN E Y, AR
SRIRLEX, ARIGEHIFALH L, A LRI ESL . EEREIFRESHER
fRAR BT A RO 1 97 1 O S BUB TR PO SO (RAERE RIS B 1S
JAm, JEARP A g AL. )

Most of China's experiments with Western recipes ended in disaster. The ancient pull of
Chinese history seemed to resist modernity. In this light, Messrs Schell and Delury
provocatively try to rehabilitate Mao Zedong. They have no illusions about the
catastrophes he unleashed, such as the Great Leap Forward and the Cultural Revolution.
Nor do they credit him with the power to predict the economic miracle that followed his
death. But they suggest that Mao's passion for permanent revolution -- his eagerness to
force march China away from the country's old habits -- left a blank slate for Deng
Xiaoping, the architect of Chinese prosperity. Mao had bequeathed a vast new" shovel
ready" construction site for Deng's own" 'great enterprise ' of reform and opening up".
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It is a contentious claim. Other countries have got to where China is without passing
through this gateway of trauma, bloodshed and suffering. And China's growing wealth
and military and diplomatic might is not the end of the story, as the authors acknowledge.
The question now is what will China do with it?
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Liu Xiaobo, a Nobel peace laureate in prison -- one of several jail terms to which he has
been sentenced during his lifetime -- is perhaps the most inspiring character portrayed in
this book. He is certainly the most astute critic of the motivations behind China's pursuit
of wealth and power, including the almost" pathological" need among China's leaders to
overtake the West. He poses some incisive questions: who is served by China's
nationalism? When national pride is used to justify despotic government, what is the
eventual cost to ordinary people?
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Lu Xun, one of China's greatest writers at the time of the country's debasement in the
early 20th century, complained that the Chinese act like slaves before strong people, and
like masters in front of the weak. Today China is authoritarian at home and increasingly
flexing its muscles abroad. Many now wonder whether the abused child, nourished on
bitterness, must necessarily become an abuser itself; or whether, now that it is rich and
strong, China will learn to be at peace with itself and the world. It is one of the great open
questions of the day.
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