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Android in China
The lure of the mobile kingdom

Re-entering China will be hard for Google, but it may still try
Sep 12th 2015

Vocab
1. lure n. the attractive qualities of sth I3/ ; iEEST ; B
e.g. Few can resist the lure of adventure.fR/>ME ABEEBIGANER LS.

“IT’S all speculation.” Google’s reaction to reports that it is in talks with officials and
handset-makers to launch an app store in China is no surprise. Such a move would
be a high-profile reversal: in 2010 the firm shut down most of its Chinese operations
or shifted them to Hong Kong in reaction to government demands to censor online-
search results. Even so, on September 8th the firm did take a tentative step back
into the country: Motorola, its former handset unit (how owned by Lenovo, a
Chinese firm), launched the first smartwatch supported by Google and powered by
its operating system, Android, that understands Chinese voice commands.

Vocab
1. speculation n. ~ (that...) | ~ (about/ over sth) the act of forming opinions about what
has happened or what might happen without knowing all the facts #E ; &0 ; #ERT

e.g. She dismissed the newspaper reports as pure speculation.litiiiRZE EAIRIEZETIR
& SR iENT.
2. reversal n.~ (of sth) a change of sth so that it is the opposite of what it was &l ; /K
¥, R BE

e.g. a complete/ dramatic/ sudden reversal of policyBURRIEE/RBIZL/55RHEET
3. tentative adj. (Y. it&I. ZH)ETH, IGETAY, XERIER Tentative agreements, plans, or
arrangements are not definite or certain, but have been made as a first step.

e.g. Such theories are still very tentative ;XFIEIS AR IR Z LAY,
Sentence
“IT’S all speculation.” Google’s reaction to reports that it is in talks with officials and handset-
makers to launch an app store in China is no surprise.
F+: Google’s reaction is no surprise. 1515 is
IXE that it is in talks with officials and handset-makers to launch an app store in China 123 g
HEIZ, XTMEER It 215 Google

It would be remarkable if a company like Google (whose parent firm’s chairman, Eric
Schmidt, is a director of the Economist Group) were not carefully considering the
pros and cons of going back into China in a bigger way. Although its growth has
slowed, the country is now the world’s biggest mobile-device market, with more
than 400m smartphones expected to be sold there this year. Having no presence in
China is a serious handicap in the battle with other tech giants, notably Apple.




Vocab
1. pros and cons IERMAHE; BRENMRITE

2. handicap n. 7"F)%{4;fE58 A handicap is an event or situation that places you at a
disadvantage and makes it harder for you to do something.
e.g. Being a foreigner was not a handicap. & A/MNEAFH AR ZE2—1FERS.
3. notably adv. used for giving a good or the most important example of sth JTE ; 4F5l
e.g. The house had many drawbacks, most notably its price. XEFERZtE , TEHE
BRINTE.
Sentence
Although its growth has slowed, the country is now the world’s biggest mobile-device market,
with more than 400m smartphones expected to be sold there this year.
FF: its growth has slowed A the country is now the world’s biggest mobile-device
market X B 2iITHIX R
with more than 400m smartphones expected to be sold there this year. BRI RTLEHRZ, X

RBRIRAVIRIER 2 with + EfE

Google’s absence from China is threatening its control of Android. Elsewhere, the
operating system usually comes bundled with the firm’s mobile services, such as
the app store and digital maps. Handset-makers which want Google’s stamp of
approval have to install these services on their devices and present them
prominently. In China, since those Google services are unavailable, manufacturers
use open-source versions of Android, which they can adapt as they see fit. As a
result, the country’s mobile market is much more fragmented, but also more
competitive and innovative. It boasts hundreds of app stores. Handset-makers, _in
particular Xiaomi, differentiate their products by, among_other things,_integrating
them with local mobile services. Messaging apps such as WeChat have evolved
into rival platforms which host many services similar to Google’s.

Vocab
1. elsewhere adv. in, at or to another place 7£ (8¢=x%. Z ) 34k

e.g. The answer to the problem must be sought elsewhere. XN AR ER=NRIEFRES
K.
2. stamp of approval IAFJHIFTR, 12X
3. prominent adj. important or well known EEH ; 28/ ; REH

prominently: The photographs were prominently displayed on her desk. JU3KBE8 H1E7EMD
SFEERIVE.
4. boast v. to have sth that is impressive and that you can be proud of & ({EBB=H%R
7a)

e.g. The hotel also boasts two swimming pools and a golf course. BPFREIERIBERNiE
IGHEFRI— NS /RKREK .
5. differentiate v. =distinguish to recognize or show that two things are not the same X
o X3 ; #%351

e.g. It's difficult to differentiate between the two varieties. iXF/NGEFMEHESRI,
Sentence
Handset-makers, in particular Xiaomi, differentiate their products by, among_other things,
integrating_ them with local mobile services.

4 F%FF: Handset-makers differentiate their products




EERIAERL: by integrating them with local mobile services.
Bl: among_other things ESL2H Xiaomi HIELEIRT &

Not only are all new Android phones sold in China powered by a version of the
software which is not certified by Google; the Chinese model is also how spreading
to other developing countries, in particular India. Xiaomi, for instance, has big plans
there. Teaming up with a big Chinese handset-maker, such as Huawei or ZTE, could
help Google to stem the non-Google Android tide—not just in China, but
everywhere else.

Vocab
1. team up PHR-V-RECIP #HE&F1E1E (5...)H\;(5...)IHE If you team up with someone,
you join them in order to work together for a particular purpose. You can also say that two people
or groups team up .

e.g. Recently a friend suggested that we team up for a working holiday in Europe in the
summer.BIAR, —THREWNHNSEEREHEROMN, BITTIAER.
2. stem v. to stop sth that is flowing from spreading or increasing fELE ; 1% ; 81t

e.g. The government had failed to stem the tide of factory closures.BIf&BEHEMF T~
D EIARIEL,
Sentence
Teaming_up with a big Chinese handset-maker, such as Huawei or ZTE, could help Google to
stem the non-Google Android tide—not just in China, but everywhere else.
RXERBREER, RERNMPIMEETF Google =18 1EIE Google [R4E Android ZRFERIEAL, TR
PiiX 8 Teaming up with FREFIMERISTRE Google, MIE/J\K

Yet becoming_a force in China’s mobile market would be a struggle—for the same
reason Microsoft has failed to make it big in smartphones, despite spending
billions. It is very hard to establish a mobile ecosystem of developers and handset-
makers in a market where other firms—not just Xiaomi, but Baidu, Tencent (which
operates WeChat) and others—are entrenched.

Vocab
1. force n. J2;820@7] If you refer to someone or something as a force in a particular type of
activity, you mean that they have a strong influence on it.

e.g. The band are still as innovative a force in British music as they were when they started...iX
X RBA—U0MRA ININIZR 2B BBt R R E B R AN — BIFT =,
2. struggle n.Z&JH9EE;3ESE An action or activity that is a struggle is very difficult to do.

e.g. Losing weight was a terrible struggle. HfE 2 —{4IFE B HENE ,
3. entrench v. to establish sth very firmly so that it is very difficult to change {F4bFZEEHD
7 ; @RS

e.g. entrenched attitudes/ interests/ opposition TENZE ; EEFIE ;| TEREXT
Sentence
1. Yet becoming_a force in China’s mobile market would be a struggle—for the same reason
Microsoft has failed to make it big_in smartphones, despite spending billions.
F+: becoming_a force would be a struggle
—for the same reason Microsoft.... MEJ#IEF 2 Microsoft has failed to make it big
2. ltis very hard to establish a mobile ecosystem of developers and handset-makers in a market
where other firms—not just Xiaomi, but Baidu, Tencent (which operates WeChat) and others—are




entrenched.

FF: EWHIR.....Itis very hard to establish..

handset-makers in a market where other flrms are entrenched. X282 and FEINTGFHET,
Hrh —not just Xiaomi, but Baidu, Tencent (which operates WeChat) and others X2 23} other
firms — M BR

There is still the small matter of reaching an accord with the Chinese government.
According_to The Information, the website that first reported Google’s putative app-
store plans, the firm would block apps deemed objectionable and limit certain
features, such as location information. Even then, the government might prefer to
keep Google out of China—after all, its absence has been a boon for local
champions. “We are open to newer approaches. We’ll have to wait and see,”
Sundar Pichai, Google’s new chief executive, said when asked about China
recently. The firm whose motto is “Don’t be evil” may be unable to resist returning
to a country that is no more virtuous than when it left.

Vocab
1.accord n. X, FRZEMIIER) HE, MY, %2 An accord between countries or groups
of people is a formal agreement, for example to end a war.
e.g. ...a fitting way to celebrate the peace accord. K FIFHERIG HAH

2. putative adj. A1ABY; #ETERY If you describe someone or something as putative, you mean
that they are generally thought to be the thing mentioned.

e.g. ..a putative father.3EE IR ¥
3. objectionable adj. unpleasant or offensive S AFRRY ; AR ; TR

e.g. objectionable people/ odours iFERAIA/SEK
4. boon n. something that is very helpful and makes life easier for you IFEBGHAERA ; &=
Qb

e.g. The new software will prove a boon to Internet users. XFMEFTEIGSITEERBA
Bk,
5. motto n. = ;8= ;4% A motto is a short sentence or phrase that expresses a rule for
sensible behaviour, especially a way of behaving in a particular situation.
6. virtuous adj. =irreproachable behaving in a very good and moral way G{Tig1ERY ; GRES
B ; BlEEN

e.g. She lived an entirely virtuous life. ftt—4ER{TIHIE.
Sentence
1. According_to The Information, the website that first reported Google’s putative app-store
plans, the firm would block apps deemed objectionable and limit certain features, such as
location information.
EF: the firm would block apps deemed objectionable and limit certain features X & 3 F A9
i, 1818=would block and limit
the website that first reported... ;X EH#Y website & *J The Information FIAEFRE, XEH that AT
2
2. The firm whose motto is “Don’t be evil” may be unable to resist returning_ to a country that is
no more virtuous than when it left.
ZF+F: The firm may be unable to resist returning
Hrh whose motto is “Don’t be evil” X firm BIfERE, XAGHIBRERER, FEREN, IS
ITMEERERRE, —B7TA, SANIMETFERZ0

that is no more virtuous than when it left. X PMEIFEM BHISEITiEZE country, XEJiE...no more

/|




than EEFIFHESNER, RBFHREALN: R2; (UY XENEIEFESERTEMN.. HALE...
B Avirtuous IXHELEERYF...

This article appeared in the Business section of the print edition
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ZREAGATHE: FHEENISR

Re-entering China will be hard for Google, but it may still try.
XTI, EHEATETpESWEERE, HETEE il

"It's all speculation." Google's reaction to reports that it is in talks with officials
and handset-makers to launch an app store in China is no surprise. Such a
move would be a high-profile reversal: in 2010 the firm shut down most of its
Chinese operations or shifted them to Hong Kong in reaction to government
demands to censor online-search results. Even so, on September 8th the firm
did take a tentative step back into the country: Motorola, its former handset unit
(now owned by Lenovo, a Chinese firm) , launched the first smartwatch
supported by Google and powered by its operating system, Android, that
understands Chinese voice commands.

BMHREAR. A IKIESBURE 8. FHUE &k, LU — R T
JEo Xfit, AEHE R AEER R H s X PRSI A2 R IR
PR S AT 20104F, A RIZ IR T HAEPEZENARZHWIHE, Mk
2 E HER 2AE, DUN W B AR R a5 R 2R BMEatk, 9H8H
AR BOARVERE BT AP E T BGOSR FILER TR ERE S b\ ()
e E AR RIBHAT) B TR, A TIR AR X, JELL
L — — X4 TR ORI RS — — A ERER S

It would be remarkable if a company like Google (whose parent firm's
chairman, Eric Schmidt, is a director of the Economist Group) were not
carefully considering the pros and cons of going back into China in a bigger
way. Although its growth has slowed, the country is now the world's biggest
mobile-device market, with more than 400m smartphones expected to be sold
there this year. Having no presence in China is a serious handicap in the battle
with other tech giants, notably Apple.

iy — KA OX A Al AR BE VRS R8RSR IS N T g A B, 0K &
o NGRS IR S E RS ST S 3 S SR A S D 2t PN SIEi
W—2Ed) . REPERRGETHREECEZE, Hb RIS 2R
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Google's absence from China is threatening its control of Android. Elsewhere,
the operating system usually comes bundled with the firm's mobile services,
such as the app store and digital maps. Handset-makers which want Google's
stamp of approval have to install these services on their devices and present
them prominently.

AATE b T SR IE B LR 2 i R G B s FECMMIS, AR RS
TSR SR SRR AE kS, RIS EL, a0 B FTRR i B DA 2 7
FAHUE T AR IAS IEIBAL . A5O3 2 A8 sl iR 55 2 e F AR P e |
LU IR A 75 s I H X S8 Bl IR 55

In China, since those Google services are unavailable, manufacturers use
open-source versions of Android, which they can adapt as they see fit. As a
result, the country's mobile market is much more fragmented, but also more
competitive and innovative. It boasts hundreds of app stores. Handset-makers,
in particular Xiaomi, differentiate their products by, among other things,
integrating them with local mobile services. Messaging apps such as WeChat
have evolved into rival platforms which host many services similar to Google's.

TEPE, BMITABRRRS AR, Az H 7L E R ITERRA — — Dt
AR EER T BRI ZE RS . Bk, P ERB I IGBE RS2,
B 5 R I 0 T S B AA e . E AR A EE AR RE.
PUAEP=RE . JUHRAVK, i i LA L SR ST B S E—E, R b i
7 AR [ 287 i A USRI H o RO EIRERAE . BIanfstfs . E4sibn 7 —14
et 8 — —i% T 6 iR IR 55 5 A AR 2R AL

Not only are all new Android phones sold in China powered by a version of the
software which is not certified by Google; the Chinese model is also now
spreading to other developing countries, in particular India. Xiaomi, for
instance, has big plans there. Teaming up with a big Chinese handset-maker,
such as Huawei or ZTE, could help Google to stem the non-Google Android
tide—not just in China, but everywhere else.

AMCFE F ] 5 1) i AT 7 22 s AL AR SCUIE R B A RiRAS SRt T, A AR
IE I Hofth % J B A, JUHGZENEE . BIN/NK, A R B R EN BT A 3
KI5 ERBE P = RA 1R, anfeoaslirp %, KA B T4 308 fil R4 35
A2 B RGN IR — — AR |, HA T IR AN .

Yet becoming a force in China's mobile market would be a struggle —for the
same reason Microsoft has failed to make it big in smartphones, despite
spending billions. It is very hard to establish a mobile ecosystem of developers
and handset-makers in a market where other firms—not just Xiaomi, but Baidu,
Tencent (which operates WeChat) and others—are entrenched.

HE P EB S — RS S — — M TR R, RER



BRI AL, (HRAY RHAE E B G T m B 2585 R S 280 FE—
NEAHAM A ——AMURAK, EAEE B G2ERERAT) AR
SEZEE ML T B, T A T R E T P R A RS B Tl AR S AR
Gt AER o

There is still the small matter of reaching an accord with the Chinese
government. According to The Information, the website that first reported
Google's putative app-store plans, the firm would block apps deemed
objectionable and limit certain features, such as location information. Even
then, the government might prefer to keep Google out of China—after all, its
absence has been a boon for local champions. "We are open to newer
approaches. We'll have to wait and see," Sundar Pichai, Google's new chief
executive, said when asked about China recently. The firm whose motto is
“Don't be evil” may be unable to resist returning to a country that is no more
virtuous than when it left.
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