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China’s left-behind generation
Pity the children

There are 70m reasons to ease China’s curbs on internal migration
Oct 17th 2015

Vocab

1. ease [no obj.] (ease off/up)relax one's efforts; do something with more moderation B4, 4

o, ZEA(

2. curb v. to control or limit sth, especially sth bad &4l , #i4l , FRE , 2958 ( NFHEY )
e.g. He needs to learn to curb his temper. {85 &EE4 8 CHES,

Sentence

70m reasons

B7000HHEHEEMRPREXTERETRMERET, XEMN7000/H, NizeEBTILE, B8TILE

— reason

IMAGINE you are a young married man or woman in rural China. There are no jobs,
so you find work in a big city, perhaps 1,000 miles away. But government
restrictions mean that if you take your children with you they will almost certainly
not be able to attend schools where you live, or visit a state doctor. And if your
parents come to share the child care, their pension will be too small for them to live
on. What do you do?

Vocab

1. state doctor EZREAE? FHEIIF visit a state doctor 5| HERER

Sentence

But government restrictions mean that if you take your children with you they will almost
certainly not be able to attend schools where you live, or visit a state doctor.

F+: government restrictions mean

almost certainly not be able to attend schools /L F5EEAREEE EZ, almost certainly not be able

to XEHIRAIE S B ERRAFER LS

For the parents of 61m Chinese children, the answer is to leave them behind in the
villages where they were born, to be looked after by grandparents (often illiterate) or
other relatives. Another 9m are left in one city by parents working in another. The
70m total is almost the number of all the children in the United States.

Vocab
1. illiterate adj. not knowing how to read or write ~A&IEEH ; FMRFH ; X5

e.g. A large percentage of the population is illiterate. X § A [ S BH Y SHILEH,
Sentence
For the parents of 61m Chinese children, the answer is to leave them behind in the villages
where they were born, to be looked after by grandparents (often illiterate) or other relatives.
E: the answer is to leave them behind in the villages




where they were born %4713 villages
._to be looked after by grandparents A~ E 5 | SRIEKIRIEMN G

These so-called “left-behind children” are a dark facet of China’s shining economic
development. They make up a disproportionate share of the population in the
countryside, where children are four times as likely to be short for their age as urban
ones, a measure of malnutrition. A survey this year for a charity called Growing
Home found that left-behind children were more likely than their peers to be
depressed or emotionally unstable. Researchers in Shanghai found that left-behind
children underperform at school, and that their emotional and social development
lags behind. Stories of abuse and suicide are rife; evidence suggests that left-
behind children are more at risk of turning to crime.

Vocab
1. facet n. ~ (of sth) a particular part or aspect of sth ( =489 ) 2%, FME

e.g. Now let's look at another facet of the problem. IR{ENB{JEGIREN S —H.
2. disproportionate adj. too large or too small when compared with sth else ARpEEEHIRY ; &<
HEFREY ; KK (BeA/N) /Y

e.g. The area contains a disproportionate number of young middle-class families. Itith
FRENF M RRETDIZ.
3. malnutrition n. a poor condition of health caused by a lack of food or a lack of the right
type of food EFFR
4. depressed adj. very sad and without hope 30889 ; IBIEM ; EEEITHN

e.g. She felt very depressed about the future. ithXEIFHRTCE,
5. unstable adj. likely to change suddenly FaEMN ;| 09 ; THENRY

e.g. The political situation remains highly unstable. BIS{3%A+ 9 55%.
6. underperform v. to not be as successful as was expected KIEARTS ; RIVAIEIE
7.lag v. &J5; #&A_L If one thing or person lags behind another thing or person, their progress
is slower than that of the other.

e.g. He now lags 10 points behind the champion.. .t 7EE EEE107,
8. rife adj. =widespread if sth bad or unpleasant is rife in a place, it is very common
there (%) BT, BB

e.g. It is a country where corruption is rife. IXE2MNEMLXHEIEZR.
9. at risk adj. in danger of being attacked or hurt, especially in their own home ( JGIEEZ
BT ) &b FEfeal , ATeEEZAER

e.g. Social services keep lists of at-risk children.it T/B4YRBE TR EA]sEEHHERNZ
FEE,

This is a common pattern in other countries where parents move away from their
families for work. Studies from the Philippines show that children of mothers
working abroad struggle at school. In Sri Lanka left-behind children are almost
twice as likely to be underweight as the average. But China’s problem is both much
larger—it has more left-behind children than the rest of the world put together—and
largely self-inflicted, the result of restrictions on migration within the country.

Vocab
1. underweight adj. weighing less than the normal or expected weight {AEAREH ; FILZ!
IERRER



e.g. She is a few pounds underweight for (= in relation to) her height. i EBEMS , it
HREIRE S,
2. self-inflicted adj. (5% MENTE B89, 52 B1589 A self-inflicted wound or injury is one that
you do to yourself deliberately.

e.g. He is being treated for a self-inflicted gunshot wound.ftf[E 7€ B 7% {5 E /£ 125877 .
Sentence
But China’s problem is both much larger—it has more left-behind children than the rest of the
world put together—and largely self-inflicted, the result of restrictions on migration within the
country.
HEAEITS, £F: China’s problem is both much larger X2 both F&AIFIX™ problem B
—it has more left-behind children than the rest of the world put together Z&—N885F ) LE L EAth
ERN)LEIERLEZ
—and largely self-inflicted B2EBE2...
the result of restrictions on migration within the country. 3} self-inflicted FIZRR.. . GRS

China could transform the prospects of its left-behind children by abolishing hukou
—a kind of internal passport that gives people and their children subsidised
schooling and health care, but only in the place where they are registered. There
has been a modest easing_of restrictions, allowing skilled workers to change hukou
and unskilled ones to move to smaller cities. But far more radical reforms are
needed so that migrant labourers in the big cities benefit, too. China’s government
should also give those living_in the countryside the same property rights as urban
residents. This would allow them to sell their homes, and thus help more of them to
move to cities with enough cash to settle with their families.

Vocab
1. radical adj. =far-reaching concerning the most basic and important parts of sth;
thorough and complete 1RAR ; #IERY ; T2
e.g. the need for radical changes in educationXIHEHTHIRZENE
2. labourer n. a person whose job involves hard physical work that is not skilled,

especially work that is done outdoors ( JGIEFP4MY ) 0% ah&E , 5L, TA
e.g. Her husband had been a farm labourer. it LK AR T R17E T,

Sentence
1. the prospects of its left-behind children 8¢ )LERIKF, XE its EFiERVIER, BEIPEM
BTILE

2. a modest easing of restrictions FEHIBFEREE KN
3. China’s government should also give those living_in the countryside the same _property rights
as_urban residents.

FF: government should also give..

the same as 5...[EHH), FRIA, ,uluﬁ‘fﬂmwﬁ 5iphE RER RN =N &S

Stop the self-harm

More could also be done to help the most vulnerable children. Numerous recent
cases have come to light of sexual abuse of left-behind children in rural schools,
suggesting that teachers are failing them, or worse. In a country with almost no
child-welfare system, the government is training “barefoot social workers” to find
children who have been not so much left behind as abandoned. But this
programme is to reach only 250,000 children, which hardly scratches the surface.




Vocab
1. scratch the 'surface (of sth) to deal with, understand, or find out about only a small
part of a subject or problem {EERIZAVIRTY ; iX=HILE ; RERE
2. vulnerable adj. weak and easily hurt physically or emotionally ( B{&_EsRiEL ) #5355
B, 2. 4560

e.g. The sudden resignation of the financial director put the company in a
very vulnerable position.
Sentence
In a country with almost no child-welfare system, the government is training_“barefoot social
workers” to find children who have been not so much left behind as abandoned.
F+: the government is training_
who have been not so much left behind as abandoned X EHEIEMM G SLITIEIE children, XE
B9 as 2282 used to describe the fact that sb/ sth has a particular job or function {E
7 ; B

e.g. The news came as a shock. JHEEE , SAEIR,

Companies that employ migrant workers could also contribute by, for example,
making it easier for parents to phone their children during working hours or even
setting up schools on site._At a time when many factories struggle to find workers,
helping_their families makes business sense, too.

Vocab
1. set up FEiBENIE B2 ;387 ;%cHE;4HE If you set something up, you create or arrange it.

e.g. The two sides agreed to set up a commission to investigate claims... WS RIEHE—TER
SRFEIPLRMBEK,
2.atatime —R; R, EER
3. struggle v. &/1;28/7;R 7 If you struggle to do something, you try hard to do it, even though
other people or things may be making it difficult for you to succeed.

e.g. They had to struggle against all kinds of adversity... | ]S E— ) HIEM 5,
Sentence
At a time when many factories struggle to find workers, helping_their families makes business
sense, too.
XE struggle to X2 R, L hard to BE—Ei#ILAVNKE
helping_their families... I 183 | SATIRIEM G

As China becomes richer it is producing_a disturbed, and perhaps disturbing,
generation. Some social dislocation may be the cost of wild growth and mass
movement from farms to factories. But China should at least stop the self-harm.

Vocab
1. disturbed adj. unhappy and full of bad or shocking experiences &A1 ; SRS ; IR
1IRY

e.g. The killer had a disturbed family background. AXFHEF—MIITATEZRIZREE,
2. disturbing adj. 51N, LS AN ZRY;5 | #2ERAY Something that is disturbing makes you
feel worried or upset.

e.g. a disturbing piece of news —lI$ ARLHGER
3. dislocation n. (HIE. #iZ2. £FHXEFMN)EEL, Z5&l Dislocation is a situation in which



something such as a system, process, or way of life is greatly disturbed or prevented from
continuing as normal.

4. self-harm n. (BIBIERNOIBEENBHBEIRE) B5E1TH, BI5 deliberate injury to oneself,
typically as a manifestation of a psychological or psychiatric disorder

Sentence

As China becomes richer it is producing_a disturbed, and perhaps disturbing, generation.

= it is producing a ... generation.

P BI7ETF disturbed, disturbing #8:2 disturb IR, —PNRIRAZEN, —PRTLARE
A, ¥

This article appeared in the Leaders section of the print edition

China's left-behind generation
Pity the children

SR Re S e AR I B2

There are 70m reasons to ease China's curbs on internal migration.

700077 B~ ) L2 R Hh B RS0 N DO sl R BR o

IMAGINE you are a young married man or woman in rural China. There are no jobs, so
you find work in a big city, perhaps 1,000 miles away. But government restrictions mean
that if you take your children with you they will almost certainly not be able to attend
schools where you live, or visit a state doctor. And if your parents come to share the child
care, their pension will be too small for them to live on. What do you do?

RBERAE— A AL P R AN AR R EIS S Ll d:. AR BCE TR, FrLMReiifr ks 1
—TIRZ ARG, BT LAE. RMBUFEBORAREIERE , WRIR IS T
. RRE N REAE IR TR B2f, WARERIEIRE N & VR A BHRE IR R AR
BT, AR SRR AT G (RZEAD?

For the parents of 61m Chinese children, the answer is to leave them behind in the
villages where they were born, to be looked after by grandparents (often illiterate) or other
relatives. Another 9m are left in one city by parents working in another. The 70m total is
almost the number of all the children in the United States.

X EG10077 JLEE A RER UL, & ARAE &K 2% T B AEMA T ZERRAS . S A4 ek
RHAFRRIRE . £ L BAEZLAT . HA90077)LE BRRA BELS, A5
ALBESY JRWANIR T . P E H A 700005 AP LEE, MY T AR EMLE B4

These so-called “left-behind children” are a dark facet of China's shining economic
development. They make up a disproportionate share of the population in the
countryside, where children are four times as likely to be short for their age as urban ones,
a measure of malnutrition. A survey this year for a charity called Growing Home found that
left-behind children were more likely than their peers to be depressed or emotionally
unstable. Researchers in Shanghai found that left-behind children underperform at
school, and that their emotional and social development lags behind. Stories of abuse
and suicide are rife; evidence suggests that left-behind children are more at risk of turning
to crime.

XL FT IR B <P LB SO T R AR DRI ARG T AT N D, B SPLE L



Ko RAFILEA LB T RETE IR LRGSR s FR Rtz —. 4
AFREE IR R Z R — RS R B, AT RGN, B <7 LB 5 TR TH 1 i 44
ARE. R, LA B, MERTARETILE, M IERRIAE, RSy
JLER I BUSR SHAZRE IS G R IERE S H R B BUIHCEAS E2: eAh, Ak
Ya W B 7 LZE BN 5 T IR AN SRR AY 3

This is a common pattern in other countries where parents move away from their families
for work. Studies from the Philippines show that children of mothers working abroad
struggle at school. In Sri Lanka left-behind children are almost twice as likely to be
underweight as the average. But China's problem is both much larger—it has more left-
behind children than the rest of the world put together—and largely self-inflicted, the
result of restrictions on migration within the country.

FEHAME S, EHE R 2 AME TR R E IR . JEREARIFIEN . SR TAER L
B RSUME: TR, B LEAED R LR RS @ LER . B ER RS
JUEE IR, — 7 T IR ——H s LE R SR i R E A E RS AE S 5T
MR EEEZ, XN Hf s BRI A 5 2R .

China could transform the prospects of its left-behind children by abolishing hukou—a
kind of internal passport that gives people and their children subsidised schooling and
health care, but only in the place where they are registered. There has been a modest
easing of restrictions, allowing skilled workers to change hukou and unskilled ones to
move to smaller cities. But far more radical reforms are needed so that migrant labourers
in the big cities benefit, too. China's government should also give those living in the
countryside the same property rights as urban residents. This would allow them to sell
their homes, and thus help more of them to move to cities with enough cash to settle with
their families.

o [ A I R R A O R SR LB AR R . P OB T R AR, A Y JE R
AT 7T A2 5w AR Al AESXPP AR BR T P L e . 7Erh N B4
AT B BEREHF H BR I BOR—— R F R AN A 1, VRS TV /T e 28

M, Ao AR OGRS T R G . DUMERETT N SR 55 T R RAESZ 2.+ [ B
PE2s T AR N 5300 R R b oAt ViR R B s b e, AT mT B
&, BRNERBERTH.

More could also be done to help the most vulnerable children. Numerous recent cases
have come to light of sexual abuse of left-behind children in rural schools, suggesting that
teachers are failing them, or worse. In a country with almost no child-welfare system, the
government is training “barefoot social workers” to find children who have been not so
much left behind as abandoned. But this programme is to reach only 250,000 children,
which hardly scratches the surface.

B RERGMELKEE, NSRS ZFERILE. T8, BAHHFFEE
MR X 22 A, B IL BB ENEIR X R BB SR IR 5 Ak B2 R R Y )
Mo FE—ANILPBALEARA G B E R, B IERI AR 2 TARE R — 2GR R
JoFE FHAEAR A E T HILEE . (I H R 2575 AL, AU R T R Wi s Bk .

Companies that employ migrant workers could also contribute by, for example, making it
easier for parents to phone their children during working hours or even setting up schools



on site. At a time when many factories struggle to find workers, helping their families
makes business sense, too.

JEMANRSS TR R R RES ML Tk, i, 7E AR BN 5 AN 78— B I
QIEAAE, BRERGME —rEs. W4, 2 LT FHFHRIN: EXHRMHL TN IA
R BN LLEE TR FE R A R L R

As China becomes richer it is producing a disturbed, and perhaps disturbing, generation.
Some social dislocation may be the cost of wild growth and mass movement from farms
to factories. But China should at least stop the self-harm.

W P EARRREINE A, HANER T2 wirR S N — R AR RELMIFIE
e BRI 25 RS T R MU i Az s B R o (A B 2 /2 45 1k
X H R EF B2



