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Climate change
Raise the green lanterns

China is using climate policy to push through domestic reforms
Dec 5th 2015 | BEIJING | From the print edition

Vocab
1. lantern n. XT%; #&4T A lantern is a lamp in a metal frame with glass sides and with a handle
on top so you can carry it.

WHEN world leaders gathered in Paris to discuss cutting planet-heating emissions, a pall
of smog hung over Beijing. In parts of the capital levels of fine particulate matter reached
30 times the limit deemed safe. Though air pollution and climate change are different
things, Chinese citydwellers think of them in the same, poisoned breath. The murky skies
seemed irreconcilable with the bright intentions promised in France.

Vocab
1. pall n. ~of sth a thick dark cloud of sth iRZHN=IR ; &£
e.g. a pall of smoke/ dust —EF{RE /b2
2. hang over &
3. deem v. =consider to have a particular opinion about sthiAJ ; #14 ; 185
e.g. They would take any action deemed necessary.fthfi JSREGA N ERE@TITE.
4. murky adj. fARZAY; EREHY A murky place or time of day is dark and rather unpleasant because
there is not enough light.
e.g. It happened at Stamford Bridge one murky November afternoon.iX & 4711 B —1FEHY
T, EMBRENLE.
5. irreconcilable adj. ANRIAIAY;TCEHERAY An irreconcilable disagreement or conflict is so
serious that it cannot be settled.
e.g. ...an irreconcilable clash of personalities. ~ B[ AT ME ) H5
Sentence
Though air pollution and climate change are different things, Chinese citydwellers think of them
in the same, poisoned breath.
*+: Aand B are different things
poisoned breath. FJ AR B which is poisoning breath.

Yet a marked change has taken place in China’s official thinking. Where once China
viewed international climate talks as a conspiracy to constrain_its economy, it now sees a
global agreement as helpful to its own development.

Vocab
1. conspiracy n.~ (to do sth) | ~ (against sb/ sth )a secret plan by a group of people to do
sth harmful or illegal ZR5E% ; BB
e.g. a conspiracy to overthrow the government Bl BURFHIBER
2. constrain v. ~sb (from doing sth) to restrict or limit sb/ sth [R# ; [RXE ; 295
e.g. Research has been constrained by a lack of funds. AR T{ERKREARETZIRE.



Sentence

Where once China viewed international climate talks as a conspiracy to constrain its economy, it
now sees a global agreement as helpful to its own development.

FTF: China viewed international climate talks

it now sees a global agreement X it $#§{X 892 international climate talks X{45E

its own development XEH its #5{AIZ China

China accounts for two-thirds of the world’s increase in the carbon dioxide emitted since
2000. It has come a long way in recognising the problem. When China first joined
international climate talks, the environment was just a minor branch of foreign policy. The
ministry for environmental protection had no policymaking powers until 2008. Only in
2012 did public pressure force cities to publish air-pollution data.

Vocab
1. has come a long way PHRASE %518 B\ E X R EVSR Z AR If you say that someone or
something has come a long way, you mean that they have developed, progressed, or become
very successful.

e.g. He has come a long way since the days he could only afford one meal a day.Bif#—X 27
JE—MRNEFELBMRERT.
2. policymaking n. BURHIZE; /RIK Policy-making is the making of policies.
Sentence
When China first joined international climate talks, the environment was just a minor branch of
foreign policy.
@ : When NEEIE + 1B1E +EiI18, FIEHBIE+EIE,
WA L5 BY The environment was just a minor branch of foreign policy when China first joined
international climate talks.
HEEEEERERBAP oL, XBERBRFE /RSN international climate talks

Yet today China pledges to cap carbon emissions by 2030 (reversing its former position
that, as a developing power, it should not be bound to an absolute reduction); and it says
it will cut its carbon intensity (that is, emissions per unit of GDP) by a fifth, as well as
increase by the same amount the electricity generated from sources other than fossil
fuels. The latest five-year plan, a blueprint for the Communist Party’s intentions that was
unveiled last month, contains clear policy prescriptions for making economic
development more environmentally friendly.

Vocab
1. pledge v. ~ sth (to sb/ sth) to formally promise to give or do sth {RIEEF (B ) ; 1IE
W

e.g. We all had to pledge allegiance to the flag (= state that we are loyal to our
country).
2. reverse adj. opposite to what has been mentioned #HxH ; REM ; KA

e.g. The experiment had the reverse effect to what was intended. SEISRIEER SRFEMNER
Etfk.
3. reduction n. J&’>; F&{E When there is a reduction in something, it is made smaller.

e.g. Many companies have announced dramatic reductions in staff. /¥ %/ & B4 E KRR

il

. intensity n. the strength of sth, for example light, that can be measured &E ; ZUE
e.g. varying intensities of natural light BANARTZ( LSRR

BA\g



5. blueprint n. H5E; it%l; 1%%8; #3%8 A blueprint for something is a plan or set of proposals
that shows how it is expected to work.

e.g. The country's president will offer delegates his blueprint for the country's future.iZ[E 25 %
ERRMNBRAENERR R L RIVEE
6. prescription n. ~ (for sth) (formal) a pIan or a suggestion for making sth happen or for
improving it I+% ; ZiY ; fik

e.g. a prescription for happiness {&HZEEAIFIR

There’s more

Right after the Paris summit, however it ends, China is expected to make more promises
in a new document, co-written by international experts, that presents a far-reaching
programme of how China should clean up its act. It is based on models that account for
both economic and political viability. On top of existing plans, such as launching a
national emissions-trading scheme in 2017, the government may even outline proposals
for a carbon tax, something that has eluded many prosperous countries in the West.

Vocab
1. proposal n.~ (for sth) | ~ (to do sth) | ~ (that...) a formal suggestion or plan; the act of
making a suggestion &Y ; ZiX ; shY

e.g. to submit/ consider/ accept/ reject a proposal 123/ HiN /=154 —INEEIN
2. elude v. to manage to avoid or escape from sb/ sth, especially in a clever way ( JUiE#
Bty ) BT, Wb, Bk

e.g. The two men managed to elude the police for six weeks. IXFINB AR TR EDLEEE
FIEREA 21,
3. prosperous adj. =affluent rich and successful Z2E69 ; BRI ; SAERY

e.g. prosperous countries ZseRYEZR
4. Right after FR7E... Z/&/FR7E... Z B If you say that something happened right after a particular
time or event or right before it, you mean that it happened immediately after or before it.

e.g. All of a sudden, right after the summer, Mother gets married...5878, NITEX, 1BIEF151E
I
5. far-reaching adj. likely to have a lot of influence or many effects FWFRTAY ; T iZ/Y

e.g. far-reaching consequences/ implications IRIZHIER ;| BEKFRK
Sentence
Right after the Paris summit, however it ends, China is expected to make more promises in a
new document, co-written by international experts, that presents a far-reaching_ programme of
how China should clean up its act.
E+: Chinais expected to make more promises
Right after the Paris summit El7E B RIES Z 5
however it ends BEIRTIXMESHIZER, however A1 T, BIEXNEIN, PEEIESHARE
SENEER

co-written by international experts fZ## a new document

The big question is why China is now so serious about climate change. The answer is not
that Communist leaders are newly converted econuts. Rather, they want to use
environmental concerns to rally domestic support for difficult reforms that would sustain
growth in the coming decades. Since a global slowdown in 2008 it has become clear that
to continue growing, China must move its economy away from construction and energy-
intensive industry towards services. At the same time, China faces an energy crunch. For
instance, in recent years China has been a net importer of coal, which generates two-




thirds of China’s electricity. It all argues for growth plans that involve less carbon.

Vocab
1. econut n. [{BiE., MN|ET®, WEGERFR)RIFE, BEWRESKFRIPIERDF, BPTFR

PESHA, EIRIFERIPIEE (= ecofreak)
2. rally v. ~ (sb/sth) (around/ behind/ to sb/ sth) to come together or bring people
together in order to help or support sb/ sth B& ; &5

e.g. The cabinet rallied behind the Prime Minister. RERASE—EEH5FE1E.
3. move sth. away from ~ to/away from sth a change in ideas, attitudes or behaviour g{7F ;
3 TR

e.g. There has been a move away from nuclear energy. AT FRFEENEILZCELET,
4. importer n. #OE;# & An importer is a country, firm, or person that buys goods from
another country for use in their own country.

e.g. ...an importer of exotic food.7MNE & fmiH 1
Sentence

in the coming_decades 7E389/1L,+ER

This is where signing_international accords, such as the one hoped for in Paris, come in,
for they will help the government fight entrenched interests at home. Observers see a
parallel with China’s joining the World Trade Organisation in 2001. It allowed leaders to
push through internal economic reform against fierce domestic opposition. In the same
way, a global climate treaty should help it take tough measures for restructuring the
economy.

Vocab
1. accord n. a formal agreement between two organizations, countries, etc. ¥ ; 523
e.g. The two sides signed a peace accord last July. ZENITENEH , WA 7HFESL
29,
2. observer n. a person who watches sb/ sth & ; W& ; B&&
e.g. To the casual observer (= somebody who does not pay much attention ), the
system appears confusing./EEfER , XN ERFIFEEIERS.
3. parallel n. similar features fBLUEHE ; BT =
e.g. It is possible to draw a parallel between (= find similar features in) their
experience and ours. 7Efti IRV HFIFA IRV Z BB 2R 8ERY.
4. fierce adj. (RIBT1TEN)HZIAY, JTFAY Fierce feelings or actions are very intense or
enthusiastic, or involve great activity.
e.g. He inspires fierce loyalty in his friends. ;& & 7 B & 13 b A9 To EE BA
5. restructure v. to organize sth such as a system or a company in a new and different
way VEEREEN ; BUH ; B

restructuring n.

+1,520 workers were laid off as part of a restructuring.fE A BT RIS —ER S, ASIFE 71,520
%IAO

6. come in PHRASAL VERB Figzhia (EXM4ER)ElEH, KIZ(ER If you ask where
something or someone comes in, you are asking what their role is in a particular matter.

e.g. Finally, he could do no more, which is where Jacques came in.&f5, tMEHITERNTT,
Xt IE R R IFERRIR,
7. entrench v. to establish sth very firmly so that it is very difficult to change {4 FZE[Eit



I ; TR

e.g. entrenched attitudes/ interests/ opposition TIENSE ; EBNFE ; TER RS
Sentence
This is where signing international accords, such as the one hoped for in Paris, come in, for they
will help the government fight entrenched interests at home.
XE come in 3§ signing_international accords #{ER T,
for FEIXBEEFNIER, REE: (old-fashioned or literary) used to introduce the reason for
sth mentioned in the previous statement Ef ; BHF
e.g. We listened eagerly, for he brought news of our families. FfJ2ARFHIFE , Bt
R T HAIRARNEBER.

It will not be easy. Provincial party bosses and state-owned enterprises hate to shut
factories, particularly in those parts of the country, such as Shanxi and Inner Mongolia in
the north, where coal is a big employer. Cutting demand for energy is even harder. Even if
the amount of electricity used by state industry falls, that used by private firms and
households is bound to increase. What is more, environmental regulations and laws laid
down by the centre are routinely flouted.

Vocab
1. routinely adv. [REH;ZEAREIMD If something happens routinely, it happens repeatedly and is
not surprising, unnatural, or new.
e.g. Any outside criticism is routinely dismissed as interference...{E{a]35E B 7N AT E = #R4
SEF2mA TR,
2. flout v. =defy to show that you have no respect for a law, etc. by openly not obeying
it 2PA5RM , TS (EESE)
e.g. Motorists regularly flout the law. BEEZETIEE,
3. bound adj. ~to do/ be sth certain or likely to happen, or to do or be sth —E% ; {RAJ8E

AN
=
e.g. There are bound to be changes when the new system is introduced. 5#FF & FKfG—
EaREDT.
Sentence

what is more TH, B%h, Ltsh, BEEEE, FEEENE

But cleaning up China’s act has, for the central government, become a political necessity
too. Environmental issues have been major public concerns for over a decade, says
Anthony Saich of Harvard University, which has conducted polls. True, rural people fret
most (and with good reason) about water pollution. But those in the cities gripe about
their toxic air. Both represent a reproach to the government over its neglect of people’s
lives and health.

Vocab
1. conduct v. #1T;2HB43;5CHE When you conduct an activity or task, you organize it and carry it
out.

e.g. | decided to conduct an experiment... /R E #H1T— IR SE5,
2. poll n. the process of questioning people who are representative of a larger group in
order to get information about the general opinion EENEE ; EEREE

e.g. to carry out/conduct a polli{T/{EENLE
3. fret v. ~ (about/ over sth )to be worried or unhappy and not able to relax &H1¥ ; JEE ;
FERAR




e.g. Fretting about it won't help. EtXNFET4D.
4. gripe v. ~ (about sb/ sth) (informal) to complain about sb/ sth in an annoying way 8
& RER
e.g. He's always griping about the people at work. {tiZZ2#8HERIA,
5. toxic adj. containing poison; poisonous &Y ; 5|EFEHY
e.g. toxic chemicals/ fumes/ gases/ substances B FR/IRE SR YA
6. reproach n. blame or criticism for sth you have done =% ; #li¥F
e.g. The captain's behaviour is above/ beyond reproach (= you cannot criticize it ).pA

KAWTATAETF.

That is why national economic goals, political goals, public opinion and international
pressure all point towards trying to cut emissions, pollutants included. In particular, says
Zhang_Zhongxiang_of Tianjin University, now that dealing with climate change is a pillar_of
China’s diplomacy, the government must show it can keep its promises. It has some tools
at its disposal. Across the country, the environmental record of government officials has
become a crucial part of their evaluation by the Communist Party; and cadres will be held
accountable for their actions even after leaving their position. Several provinces have
already punished officials for environmental accidents and for not enforcing environmental
laws.

Vocab
1. public opinion n. Eig; EZE Public opinion is the opinion or attitude of the public regarding a
particular matter.

e.g. He mobilized public opinion all over the world against hydrogen-bomb tests. 1t &) 72 & 1t 57
AVERIE R 3T S 5815
2. pillar n. a basic part or feature of a system, organization, belief, etc. (843, HE. 5
MER ) =zl , Bl , <

e.g. the central pillar of this theory IX—IEiSAIZOSTHE
3. at sb. disposal n. at your/ sb's disposal available for use as you prefer/sb prefers {F&
AR HEANEESER | BREABTE

e.g. He will have a car at his disposal for the whole month. g5 —iHSZEAMtBFER—
A.
4. cadre n. (TIEHTZN)ZSITEE, T30 In some political parties, especially the Communist
Party, a cadre is a party worker or official.
5. accountable adj. ~ (to sb) (for sth)responsible for your decisions or actions and
expected to explain them when you are asked ( XECSHIRE. 178 ) BT, BikANX
%

e.g. Someone must be held accountable for the killings. /48 ABXHXLEX REHTR

=
>

Sentence

In particular, says Zhang Zhongxiang_of Tianjin University, now that dealing with climate change
is a pillar of China’s diplomacy, the government must show it can keep its promises.

F+: says Zhang Zhongxiang_of Tianjin University

XEBRBIZERT AR RS, Zhang Zhongxiang_ of Tianjin University says now that dealing with... iX#5f
RESGEHTFHDT

the government must show it can keep its promises. IXEBHIL AT that, FNAFE—FFM B
1&: the government must show that it can keep its promises

Fifty shades of grey



But there are obstacles to real change. The electricity grid and national power market are
ill-equipped to increase renewable generation by much. Corruption in industrial
procurement remains widespread, which does nothing to promote long-term efficiency or
reductions in emissions. Competing incentives are also in play: earlier this year, the
authorities forced a big Chinese investment company to buy back shares it had sold in
old-fashioned industrial fields, for fear that it might depress share prices (which crashed
anyway in a more general stockmarket meltdown). The government will not trust market
mechanisms alone, says Yang Fugiang of the Natural Resources Defense Council, an
activist group.

Vocab
1. obstacle n. =hindrance ~ (to sth/to doing sth) a situation, an event, etc. that makes it
difficult for you to do or achieve sth [&f8 ; [Bf8 ; 417

e.g. A lack of qualifications can be a major obstacle to finding a job. Z A ErRIEERM
RERAYFE 1S,
2. ill-equipped adj. ~ (for sth) | ~ (to do sth) not having the necessary equipment or
skills FEEATER ; FATERY

e.g. Universities were ill-equipped to meet the massive intake of students... & KZFIZEAE M
BUHEBANAREZENEK,
3. corruption n. dishonest or illegal behaviour, especially of people in authority [ ; &
iS5 e e

e.g. allegations of bribery and corruption XEIRSRSHIEHE
4. competing adj. 8 E M5B E F fERY Competing ideas, requirements, or interests cannot all
be right or satisfied at the same time.

e.g. ...the competing demands of work and family. TE 5 2R BE X AR B 55 R A9 5K
5. incentive n. something that encourages you to do sth Eif ; R ; &/

e.g. tax incentives to encourage savings sXFIfEEHITIKEENE
6. old-fashioned adj. =dated not modern; no longer fashionable F&|BRY ; iIZATRY ; AARTEERY

e.g. old-fashioned clothes/ styles/ methods/ equipment iSATHIRIR/ THE T3 5/185%
7. depress v. to make sb sad and without enthusiasm or hope {8 ; (FB3E ; FEN ; F
KEED

e.g. It depresses me to see so many young girls smoking. ZEEXAZ TZMAESTERE
iRz,
8. activist n. a person who works to achieve political or social change, especially as a
member of an organization with particular aims FRHSF ; EEKDF

e.g. gay activists FIRSZIFREINED

Nor are leaders yet pushing for change on all fronts. For instance, government efforts to
cut emissions of carbon dioxide and nitrous oxide are greater than for many other
greenhouse gases. Scarce and polluted water, one of China’s most severe environmental
challenges, is almost entirely beyond the scope of the current raft of reforms. And China
refuses to publish its estimate of the environmental toll of economic growth.

Vocab
1. front n. (X)) HE, 2 If you say that something is happening on a particular front, you
mean that it is happening with regard to a particular situation or field of activity.

e.g. We're moving forward on a variety of fronts. F A JIE £ Z A EC B,
2. scope n. Hl&; R If there is scope for a particular kind of behaviour or activity, people
have the opportunity to behave in this way or do that activity.



e.g. He believed in giving his staff scope for initiative...ft A A 725 5 TR R IR ENERIN S
3. toll n. (FETC. SEHERHMERY) S ER A toll is a total number of deaths, accidents, or disasters that
occur in a particular period of time.

e.g. There are fears that the casualty toll may be higher. 8 AJB/MAT B A RESE S,
Sentence
Nor are leaders yet pushing_for change on all fronts.

XE nor...yet MR T BE, nor.yet: t1i%AE, WA, A Bl leaders N2 HERNFRA 5 EHAIAZE

Sceptics scoff that China’s promises in Paris are irrelevant because emissions will
probably peak regardless, long before the promised 2030. Nor has the government said
how high that top might be. Yet the sceptics underestimate the importance of an
international agreement for China and beyond. Like other countries, China has to date
followed a pattern of “grow first, clean up later”. Yet very quickly it has recognised the
dangers and drawbacks of such a policy and has been pouring_money into clean energy
and other innovations it hopes will provide green growth. In that, it may prove a model for
other fast-developing countries. That might signal a small patch of blue sky.

Vocab
1. sceptic n. IFRFESERIA;MEILE A sceptic is a person who has doubts about things that
other people believe.

e.g. But he now has to convince sceptics that he has a serious plan.{E 21t INES LT EREEE
fth g — R aitLl,
2. scoff v. ~ (at sb/sth) to talk about sb/ sth in a way that makes it clear that you think
they are stupid or ridiculous %€ ; Y1

e.g. He scoffed at our amateurish attempts. fXIERAIRTETHIEIREZ LS,
3. regardless adv. NEl; ~E; A If something happens regardless of something else, it is
not affected or influenced at all by that other thing.

e.g. It takes in anybody regardless of religion, colour, or creed...{EfaA] A, TIERE. FAE(E
1n, #BETLASON.
4. pour v. f§ (GEIAS) ELRH; 1fE; FIH If you pour a liquid or other substance, you make
it flow steadily out of a container by holding the container at an angle.
5.inthat EJ; BF; BEA
6. patch n. a smaII area of sth, especially one which is different from the area around
it @ ; M, (SEEARAERN ) MR, M

e.g. a black dog with a white patch on its back & _EE—HREIHIEN
Sentence
Yet very quickly it has recognised the dangers and drawbacks of such a policy and has been
pouring_money into clean energy and other innovations it hopes will provide green growth.
ZE+: it has recognised the dangers and drawbacks
F#3%1| has been pouring_money into clean energy and other innovations

From the print edition: China

Climate change
Raise the green lanterns

ARARAL: EEEIR R

China is using climate policy to push through domestic reforms.



H ] DA A Bl ] P 0

WHEN world leaders gathered in Paris to discuss cutting planet-heating emissions, a pall
of smog hung over Beijing. In parts of the capital levels of fine particulate matter reached
30 times the limit deemed safe. Though air pollution and climate change are different
things, Chinese city dwellers think of them in the same, poisoned breath. The murky skies
seemed irreconcilable with the bright intentions promised in France.

45 B T A5 3R EARTHEAT SRR = AR R, LR IR S s . AR
HHERA LT, RN S BIA R T RAR L R IRIRII80f% . SRV 2 5 e UL
AR, ABAETE TR 8 P s BN R X DA AR 2 TP F) 3t o v 25 3 TR AT T e B
IR S R 2NN NTEVE B B AR i 8 S 47 B A A o

Yet a marked change has taken place in China's official thinking. Where once China
viewed international climate talks as a conspiracy to constrain its economy, it now sees a
global agreement as helpful to its own development.

aRim b EE R B AEENE 2T A T R, P E BN E R R AR
RIEHIATE, BUEMLE A BY & R i) —FhHES] -

China accounts for two-thirds of the world's increase in the carbon dioxide emitted since
2000. It has come a long way in recognising the problem. When China first joined
international climate talks, the environment was just a minor branch of foreign policy. The
ministry for environmental protection had no policymaking powers until 2008.0Only in 2012
did public pressure force cities to publish air-pollution data.

H20004E DK, 4Bk =7y = "L A AR BEHOR A E A E AN RXAS [
FHAG TR o 2P RSN E BRRR AN, BRI A U AN S BOR Y
AN o TRELIRAPR 200848 DL #R B A il i BURBIALF . 7E201 24K BUF A 1 T
S AREEH B A T 2 5 G

Yet today China pledges to cap carbon emissions by 2030 (reversing its former position
that, as a developing power, it should not be bound to an absolute reduction) ; and it says
it will cut its carbon intensity (that is, emissions per unit of GDP) by a fifth, as well as
increase by the same amount the electricity generated from sources other than fossil fuels.
The latest five-year plan, a blueprint for the Communist Party's intentions that was unveiled
last month, contains clear policy prescriptions for making economic development more
environmentally friendly.

B2 o B Je s 7E20304E F s Bk HE I G 5 B AL B2 AR, o B 2R S
YR A R 2 Ji v B S AN B R 0 4 %45 B BHE B AR ) BT IR DR i B
(RN B GDPHHERR) Aoy 22—, [ ERE T 5 2 — HBR A BORE LU 1
RETROR & LA LR . FE EAY A Sl P B T AR TRl AL 53 rh 30 b B AROR RO MR . Horp A
AL SR A 2 55 S R OR A SR I BRI AE o
Right after the Paris summit, however it ends, China is expected to make more promises in
a new document, co-written by international experts, that presents a far-reaching
programme of how China should clean up its act. It is based on models that account for
both economic and political viability. On top of existing plans, such as launching a national
emissions-trading scheme in 2017, the government may even outline proposals for a
carbon tax, something that has eluded many prosperous countries in the West.

AELRRIT, 25 EAE ARG S Pl 7 p A B L R LR RS B SO, o R E AR
PRI IR by B 2 R Ve IR IS Ay — AN TR A 33T AT LSS B An g AL



FEHAT . ELECR G T RS 4 0 A MR BOG AT 4 M B . (B2 .
20174 FFUAIETT I A AU 55 R 6. i B BOR B B TP 0600 GEMC R AR . T 2
RAKHTI TR . KRBT R R 3

The big question is why China is now so serious about climate change. The answer is not
that Communist leaders are newly converted econuts. Rather, they want to use
environmental concerns to rally domestic support for difficult reforms that would sustain
growth in the coming decades. Since a global slowdown in 2008 it has become clear that
to continue growing, China must move its economy away from construction and energy-
intensive industry towards services. At the same time, China faces an energy crunch. For
instance, in recent years China has been a net importer of coal, which generates two-
thirds of China's electricity. It all argues for growth plans that involve less carbon.

B AR ) )t v B D A 4 BRSNS AR AL AN It B ? B S A2 B A b AL 3 N AR il 17 A
AR AT Ay B PRI 1R A S A SRR MER O, 4R ORI LR AT
Wik H20084F &ERAHTIKMZ LK, HESS IR, ZLREFHREEEK,
Hh [ 28 5 5 AR 0 e L 2 R BRI R DR SR B R i, BRI IS5 SR P BT L T e R I
Hh T30 T W B DR 0 Il o 2N LA AP BRI T I, TR AR A FE R v S
REBEN =702 =, XEH AT KT 7.

This is where signing international accords, such as the one hoped for in Paris, come in,
for they will help the government fight entrenched interests at home. Observers see a
parallel with China's joining the World Trade Organization in 2001. It allowed leaders to
push through internal economic reform against fierce domestic opposition. In the same
way, a global climate treaty should help it take tough measures for restructuring the
economy.

L IE AN B SRR 2 B R SR IR, 285 28X 2 [ I P S RE A% 1.1 4% ) IBURT B8 1) L
DU AR R [ R SR 56 o A2 A A D9 12001 4E i A\ SR AT M B R e S
g Sl S 1 e SSRGS SRR N A 2 R AN S o = S5 ] D R s R
B, ERTER) SRR LI RENS (A5 LE BOA LT RO R 45 i B 7T RE

It will not be easy. Provincial party bosses and state-owned enterprises hate to shut
factories, particularly in those parts of the country, such as Shanxi and Inner Mongolia in
the north, where coal is a big employer. Cutting demand for energy is even harder. Even if
the amount of electricity used by state industry falls, that used by private firms and
households is bound to increase. What is more, environmental regulations and laws laid
down by the centre are routinely flouted.

MRS H . SR RBF LA EARSRARERA T, FRbREILEHN
SO X EELUBES L SR S AR R DL R LT By PR AREE DR TR SR HEAIARME 1, R[4 7 ki
R TRET . RAMLESVARBRE —EMs BTl 75, dirh B il & A S5
VR MR 1 T B & HBUR R T -

But cleaning up China's act has, for the central government, become a political necessity
too. Environmental issues have been major public concerns for over a decade, says
Anthony Saich of Harvard University, which has conducted polls. True, rural people fret
most (and with good reason) about water pollution. But those in the cities gripe about their
toxic air. Both represent a reproach to the government over its neglect of people's lives
and health.



EXS T SR BRI, AR B [ AT R I IR A T BUR LB E . IR R A e -2
BPAT T IR, PRI e K AE AR R T AR O EEZ — . BN
e, BRI R (B ERAY) HELO AT Bl AR L fe A AR ST ) AU 2% 23
MIREHE Ty, X PR ANEREIE T BUR 20 N R i (i R R 3%

That is why national economic goals, political goals, public opinion and international
pressure all point towards trying to cut emissions, pollutants included. In particular, says
Zhang Zhongxiang of Tianjin University, now that dealing with climate change is a pillar of
China's diplomacy, the government must show it can keep its promises. It has some tools
at its disposal. Across the country, the environmental record of government officials has
become a crucial part of their evaluation by the Communist Party; and cadres will be held
accountable for their actions even after leaving their position. Several provinces have
already punished officials for environmental accidents and for not enforcing environmental
laws.
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But there are obstacles to real change. The electricity grid and national power market are
ill-equipped to increase renewable generation by much. Corruption in industrial
procurement remains widespread, which does nothing to promote long-term efficiency or
reductions in emissions. Competing incentives are also in play: earlier this year, the
authorities forced a big Chinese investment company to buy back shares it had sold in old-
fashioned industrial fields, for fear that it might depress share prices (which crashed
anyway in a more general stockmarket meltdown). The government will not trust market
mechanisms alone, says Yang Fugiang of the Natural Resources Defense Council, an
activist group.
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Nor are leaders yet pushing for change on all fronts. For instance, government efforts to
cut emissions of carbon dioxide and nitrous oxide are greater than for many other
greenhouse gases. Scarce and polluted water, one of China's most severe environmental
challenges, is almost entirely beyond the scope of the current raft of reforms. And China
refuses to publish its estimate of the environmental toll of economic growth.
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Sceptics scoff that China's promises in Paris are irrelevant because emissions will
probably peak regardless, long before the promised 2030. Nor has the government said
how high that top might be. Yet the sceptics underestimate the importance of an
international agreement for China and beyond. Like other countries, China has to date
followed a pattern of “grow first, clean up later”. Yet very quickly it has recognised the
dangers and drawbacks of such a policy and has been pouring money into clean energy
and other innovations it hopes will provide green growth. In that, it may prove a model for
other fast-developing countries. That might signal a small patch of blue sky.
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