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Marriage
Wedding wows

How the one-child policy changed Chinese nuptials
Feb 28th 2015 | BEIJING

Vocab
1. wow n. a great success fRARRIAID ;| —IBIRAZE

e.g. Don't worry. You'll be a wow. B8y, {RE&—ISRAR,
2. nuptials n. (old-fashioned) a wedding &4,

OVERSIZE cupids in pink, furry outfits hand out heart-shaped balloons with “I Do”
written on them (in English) at a wedding-themed trade fair in Beijing. Vendors offer
romantic photo-shoots of couples under water or at a racetrack, personalised
wedding cigarettes, and biscuits with names such as “Date & Fate”. An emphasis
on love is a new addition to Chinese weddings—and shines a pink-filtered spotlight
on social change.

Vocab
1. oversize adj. I AHY; #BAHKI Oversize or oversized things are too big, or much bigger than
usual.

e.g. ...the oversize white sweater she had worn at school. {ih 7£ 42 BB A9 B4 3T A EH E X
2. cupid n. FEE4% (B D iERZE ) Cupid is the Roman god of love. He is usually shown as a
baby boy with wings and a bow and arrow.
F3i%: If you say that someone is playing cupid, you mean that they are trying to bring
two people together to start a romantic relationship. #)7&  thiS A & =& IS ME A

1. -...the aristocrat who played Cupid to the Duke and Duchess.i&& /A B /A Bk AR =R

palil

3. furry adj. covered with fur BEERN ; FEERRIIN
e.g. small furry animals FEEER/NH)
4. outfit n. £2EHRZE An outfit is a set of clothes.
e.g. She was wearing an outfit she'd bought the previous day...ithZ & #HI— K LHIFERAR.
5. wedding-themed trade fair {E¥, ETFRXFE
6. vendor n. (formal) a company that sells a particular product ( =28 ) HEAT
e.g. software vendors B{HHER
7. photo shoot n.LIERIE4FI B A#TTHY) BRF1A1R A photo shoot is an occasion when a
photographer takes pictures, especially of models or famous people, to be used in a newspaper
or magazine.
e.g. ...a long day of interviews and photo-shoots.—£ K9 5 F13HEE T1E
8. racetrack n. a track for races between runners, cars, bicycles, etc. [8j& ; F&
e.g. You can't cross the road—it's like a racetrack. BPRBIRIGTEE—HF , L AT EMEEE



For centuries, marriage in China was about ensuring heirs for the groom’s family.
Ceremonies centred on the groom’s kin: couples kowtowed to the man’s parents
but the woman'’s relatives were absent. Unusually, both the groom’s and the bride’s
family exchanged money or goods. The more money changed hands, the more
opulent the wedding.

Vocab
1. heir n. 48 A An heir is someone who has the right to inherit a person's money, property, or
title when that person dies.
e.g. His heir, Lord Doune, cuts a bit of a dash in the city.fh A9 E AT BB ERE L T —&F X
2. groom n. [Glbridegroom A groom is the same as a bridegroom . #H} A bridegroom is a man
who is getting married.
e.g. ...the bride and groom.#T4R 5 #1ER
3. kin n. your family or your relatives (4#R ) g , FE . FH
e.g. next of kin
4. kowtow V. to show sb in authority too much respect and be too willing to obey them AJ
L msk ;) REER ; MEREMN
5. opulent adj. made or decorated using expensive materials %8 ; EINEEM ; LI
e.g. ...an opulent office on Wimpole Street in London's West End.{& 2 F X ;@K /R & LAY —[E8] 5
EhNE
Sentence
The more money changed hands, the more opulent the wedding.
A)BY: the more..., the more....

After it came to power in 1949, the Communist Party imposed frugality. Dowries
consisted of necessities like bed linen or a bicycle; guests brought their own food
coupons. But since the 1980s the extravagance of nuptials has matched the
country’s rise. Celebrations moved out of homes into hotels. Brides swapped
traditional red dresses for white, flouncy meringue-like ones (some now wear both,
in sequence).

Vocab
1. frugality n. {48, T
2. dowry n. I514;BER A woman's dowry is the money and goods which, in some cultures, her
family gives to the man that she marries.

e.g. The money from her dowry was invested in her mother's store.ith A9 IT s & IR E 7 B39
HWFE,
3.linen n. (2. KB, MESE) REHRBLM Linen is tablecloths, sheets, pillowcases, and
similar things made of cloth that are used in the home.

e.g. All linens and towels are provided .12t EHRLMMEM,
4. extravagance n. Z1%;#5K;)RZ& Extravagance is the spending of more money than is
reasonable or than you can afford.

e.g. When the company went under, tales of his extravagance surged through the industry./2 5]
Wi=fE, BXiHEsREZNMMERIEERE 7B MTIL,
5. flouncy sKFFEY; [EFMERECHY

6. meringue n. & A EK,ZEFELD 1 Meringue is a mixture of beaten egg whites and sugar which is



baked in the oven.
e.g. a lemon meringue pie FF1EEEEL
Sentence
Brides swapped traditional red dresses for white, flouncy meringue-like ones (some now wear
both, in sequence).
swap XERTIIRMESLIE dresses TR H B flouncymeringue-like AT
X for Rin#EX: in exchange for sth #EY e.g. I'll swap these two bottles for that one. F;
B2 XFRER—HR.
ones 81X dresses

in sequence IR Bl: ZFXRIZBINFR, ECXTIEPRIINAFHKER, ZINFZE

A large industry has emerged to serve the 13m couples who marry each year.
Wedding planners are increasingly common, particularly in cities. A decade ago
Cosmo Bride,an American-owned lifestyle magazine, launched a Chinese-language
edition in China. An average wedding cost $12,000 in 2011 (the latest year for which
such data exist)—the equivalent of more than two years’ income for the average
urban household. An increase in the average marriage age by 2.5 years since 1990
has given parents (who still usually pay for weddings, despite the earning_power of
their children)_more time to save up.

Vocab
1. equivalent adj. equal in value, amount, meaning, importance, etc. ({ME. HE. BX.
HENE ) 850 , HEN

e.g. Eight kilometres is roughly equivalent to five miles. )\ NBAFETFHREE,
2. save up fiEE;FR#E 15458 If you save, you gradually collect money by spending less than you
get, usually in order to buy something that you want.

Save up means the same as save. save up [@ save

-Julie wanted to put some of her money aside for holidays or save up for something special...5
FIFTEIEMMNERZE L —8 0 AT E RN E FERESRAR.

People often put money aside in order to save up enough to make one major expenditure. A f|’]
BENT —ERNFHEMFE.

Sentence

An increase in the average marriage age by 2.5 years since 1990 has given parents (who still
usually pay for weddings, despite the earning_power of their children) more time to save up.
F+: Anincrease in the average marriage age has given parents more time to save up.

by 2.5 years since 1990 1 XEB BARIE1X increase NIEE 7,

who still usually pay for weddings XM ERRE M EIBEM T HIFLITIEE parents

despite the earning power of their children X2 earning power $glsk8E/], BI, REMINZF
BREEEED

The change in wedding frippery also reflects a fundamental shift in society. For the
first time in the history of Chinese family life, the child—rather than ancestors or
parents—is regarded as the centre of the family, says Yan Yunxiang_of the University
of California, Los Angeles. Most newly-weds now are single children, born since the
one-child policy was introduced more than 30 years ago. Parents have more to
spend if they only have to fork out for one wedding (they usually share costs with




the spouse-to-be’s family).

Vocab
1. frippery n. AEIAIERIN; AR L;EMASE 24 If you refer to something as frippery, you
mean that it is silly or unnecessary, and only done or worn for pleasure

e.g. ...a sombre display, with no frills or frippery.;%8 Z R EE£E M ET
2. fundamental adj. serious and very important; affecting the most central and important
parts of sth +2EXREY ; IRARY

e.g. A fundamental change in the organization of health services was required. AE
TERR FFEE—MEAMNTE,
3. ancestor n. a person in your family who lived a long time ago tH3= ; 185%

e.g. His ancestors had come to America from Ireland. fBA9tBEENZ/R=KZIZEH.,
4. fork out v. X1 WE
5. regard v. ~ sb/ sth (with sth) | ~ sb/ sth as sth to think about sb/ sth in a particular way
.0 R B..0A B

e.g. She is widely regarded as the current leader's natural successor. A{{JEZiBIASME
IERSHI AR EE.
Sentence
For the first time in the history of Chinese family life, the child—rather than ancestors or parents
—is regarded as the centre of the family, says Yan Yunxiang_of the University of California, Los
Angeles.
F+: says Yan Yunxiang_of the University of California
Los Angeles iIEIRTE, BEZAZNUE
FEMADWETF: the child is regarded as the centre of the family
rather than ancestors or parents Bl child T~ 2HELHERE

William Jankowiak of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, who has documented
relationships in China for 30 years, says love plays a larger part in young people’s
lives—both in choice of partner and in their relationships with parents. Love is far
more often spoken about. The result is evident in weddings, which now focus on
the couple. Both sets of parents are represented, but their position is peripheral.
Weddings often feature a day of wedding_photos, shot before the event, with the
couple in a range of outfits against romantic backgrounds, but with no family
members.

Vocab
1. peripheral adj. ~ (to sth) (formal) not as important as the main aim, part, etc. of sth ;X
Z19 ; BERY

e.g. Fund-raising is peripheral to their main activities. S INEEZMNS | EERS
BIREM,
2. document v. to record the details of sth i2=® , 1B& (1FE)

e.g. Causes of the disease have been well documented. XFEFHIERE BB THHICE,
3. feature v. H...F&E;M... AEERST;E L1 When something such as a film or
exhibition features a particular person or thing, they are an important part of it.
Sentence
Weddings often feature a day of wedding _photos, shot before the event, with the couple in a
range of outfits against romantic backgrounds, but with no family members.
F+: Weddings often feature a day of wedding_photos




shot before the event i XEshot 1§3H1%, El#H#E wedding photos

with the couple in a range of outfits against romantic backgrounds XE with 23X {¥kE, BEIZ5IEER
HIBREMEBERE—REN

but with no family members X2 with no BIRRAFIKEER 53—t

This article appeared in the China section of the print edition
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How the one-child policy changed Chinese nuptials.
THRIA T BRI SO 1 E RIS AL -

OVERSIZE cupids in pink, furry outfits hand out heart-shaped balloons with “| Do” written
on them (in English) at a wedding-themed trade fair in Beijing. Vendors offer romantic
photo-shoots of couples under water or at a racetrack, personalised wedding cigarettes,
and biscuits with names such as “Date & Fate”. An emphasis on love is a new addition to
Chinese weddings—and shines a pink-filtered spotlight on social change.
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For centuries, marriage in China was about ensuring heirs for the groom's family.
Ceremonies centred on the groom's kin: couples kowtowed to the man's parents but the
woman's relatives were absent. Unusually, both the groom's and the bride's family
exchanged money or goods. The more money changed hands, the more opulent the
wedding.
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After it came to power in 1949, the Communist Party imposed frugality. Dowries consisted
of necessities like bed linen or a bicycle; guests brought their own food coupons. But since
the 1980s the extravagance of nuptials has matched the country's rise. Celebrations
moved out of homes into hotels. Brides swapped traditional red dresses for white, flouncy
meringue-like ones (some now wear both, in sequence).
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A large industry has emerged to serve the 13m couples who marry each year. Wedding
planners are increasingly common, particularly in cities. A decade ago Cosmo Bride, an
American-owned lifestyle magazine, launched a Chinese-language edition in China. An

average wedding cost $12,000 in 2011 (the latest year for which such data exist) —the
equivalent of more than two years' income for the average urban household. An increase



in the average marriage age by 2.5 years since 1990 has given parents (who still usually
pay for weddings, despite the earning power of their children) more time to save up.
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The change in wedding frippery also reflects a fundamental shift in society. For the first
time in the history of Chinese family life, the child—rather than ancestors or parents—is
regarded as the centre of the family, says Yan Yunxiang of the University of California, Los
Angeles. Most newly-weds now are single children, born since the one-child policy was
introduced more than 30 years ago. Parents have more to spend if they only have to fork
out for one wedding (they usually share costs with the spouse-to-be's family).
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William Jankowiak of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, who has documented
relationships in China for 30 years, says love plays a larger part in young people's lives—
both in choice of partner and in their relationships with parents. Love is far more often
spoken about. The result is evident in weddings, which now focus on the couple. Both sets
of parents are represented, but their position is peripheral. Weddings often feature a day of
wedding photos, shot before the event, with the couple in a range of outfits against
romantic backgrounds, but with no family members.
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