04.11-Family

Family
Young, single and what about it?
This article looks at the sharp rise in young Chinese happy to live by themselves;

the next at old people less happy to do so
Aug 29th 2015 | BEIJING | From the print edition

Vocab
1. sharp adj. sudden and rapid, especially of a change in sth 2&I8Y , B (THL)
e.g. He heard a sharp intake of breath {BIFEZBEIIR—OASAES.
Sentence
the next at old people less happy to do so
the next FEIXEB R/, the next article
XE at HERINE R expressing the object of a look, gesture, thought, action, or plan @, #f; ¥t
:J:
e.g. policies aimed at reducing taxation. § 7EFE IR R AT ELEE ,
to do so By so FEIXERTBIXHM live by themselves

IN HER tiny flat, which she shares with two cats and a flock of porcelain owls, Chi
Yingying describes her parents as wanting to be the controlling shareholders in her
life. Even when she was in her early 20s, her mother raged at her for being
unmarried. At 28 Ms Chi took “the most courageous decision of my life” and moved
into her own home. Now 33, she relishes the privacy —at a price: her monthly rent of
4,000 yuan ($625) swallows nearly half her salary.

Vocab
1. flock n. (5. )&% A flock of birds, sheep, or goats is a group of them.
e.g. They kept a small flock of sheep...ftt{[ 155 7 —/\EfE,
2. porcelain n. & Porcelain is a hard, shiny substance made by heating clay. It is used to make
delicate cups, plates, and ornaments.
e.g. There were lilies everywhere in tall white porcelain vases. 5 SR BEE LLEH TES
1€,
3.owl n. J8kfE; 55 An owl is a bird with a flat face, large eyes, and a small sharp beak. Most
owls obtain their food by hunting small animals at night.
4.rage v. KES; K% If you rage about something, you speak or think very angrily about it.
e.g. Inside, Frannie was raging... 5 =B FTEE R KHES,
. courageous adj. =brave showing courage BEHY ; TTEM
e.g. a very courageous decision +9BEHIRE
. relish v. =enjoy to get great pleasure from sth; to want very much to do or have sth =
2 M. IRERE ; 1BE ; EX
e.g. | don't relish the prospect of getting up early tomorrow. e AEEHEXE B,
7. at a price [[)]] at a 'price involving sth unpleasant &
e.g. He'll help you—at a price! {t&E81{RAY BARM !
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8. swallow v. ~ sb/ sth (up) to use up sth completely, especially an amount of money FH
R, #R, )k (%%F)

e.g. Most of my salary gets swallowed (up) by the rent and bills. FFITEAZZ{THEME
MBFEEZEAT,

In many countries leaving the family home well before marriage is a rite of passage.
But in China choosing_to live alone and unmarried as Ms Chi has done is eccentric
verging_on_taboo. Chinese culture attaches a particularly high value to the idea that
families should live together. Yet ever more people are living alone.

Vocab
1. rite of passage [IDIOMS] a ceremony or event marking an important stage in someone's
life, especially birth, initiation, marriage, and death BT %L1 (GEAAEHN—DEEMERMET
RN, IERAHE. R, GBI, ETMBTHINH) 5 AEERMERNSH
2. eccentric adj. considered by other people to be strange or unusual HEH ; BFIER
e.g. eccentric behaviour/ clothes HERITH ; FESR
3. verge on =border on sth 'verge on sth to be very close to an extreme state
or condition tf&¥ziT ; BT
e.g. Some of his suggestions verged on the outrageous. ftBfI—LezR Y ERRE T =0t
ik
=,
4. attach v. ~importance, significance, value, weight, etc. (to sth) to believe that sth is
important or worth thinking about INSBEEEM (HENX. ME. 2B ) ;| &0
e.g. | attach great importance to this research. A NXIAR+HEE,
Sentence
But in China choosing to live alone and unmarried as Ms Chi has done is eccentric verging_on
taboo.
FF: XXX is eccentric verging_on taboo. BIE AR Z M EIEEN
in China choosing to live alone unmarried £ EREIEEXRIF—DAE
as Ms Chi has done X as 2ig"HNER

In the decade to 2010 the number of single-person households doubled. Today over
58m Chinese live by themselves, according to census data, a bigger number of
one-person homes than in America, Britain and France combined. Solo dwellers
make up 14% of all households. That is still low compared with rates found in
Japan or Taiwan (see chart), but the proportion will certainly increase.

Vocab
1. census n. the process of officially counting sth, especially a country's population, and
recording various facts ( BAM ) it ; AOEE ; AOBFE
2. dweller n. BE;E{E# A city dweller or slum dweller, for example, is a person who lives in the
kind of place or house indicated.

e.g. The number of city dwellers is growing... 35 T /& ERIEIE IEFEIEZ K,
Sentence
That is still low compared with rates found in Japan or Taiwan (see chart), but the proportion will
certainly increase.
EF: thatis still low....

X that 2HECATEIAIELSE]
compared XEBMNAEEUT: PREP-PHRASE 5EiE1id 5...48tL;#0. .. EE#23E If you say, for




example, that one thing is large or small compared with another or compared to another, you
mean that it is larger or smaller than the other thing.

the proportion EI# 25 that FrfgXRIXI R, BNEIaRItLHE

The pattern of Chinese living_alone is somewhat different from that in the West,
because tens of millions of (mainly poor) migrant workers have moved away from
home to find work in more prosperous regions of China; many in this group live
alone, often in shoeboxes. Yet for the most part younger Chinese living alone are
from among the better-off. “Freedom and new wealth” have broken China’s
traditional family structures, says Jing Jun of Tsinghua University in Beijing.

Vocab
1. prosperous adj. =affluent rich and successful 58 ; FLINAY ; SAFRY
e.g. prosperous countries E5eEZ
2. shoebox n. (disapproving) a very small house with a square shape and no interesting
features, especially one that is very similar to all the ones around it ( /Tf§Fm—EHY ) /M
¥, BEaER
3. better-off adj. BEFARY; 1RIABIFAY
Sentence
The pattern of Chinese living alone is somewhat different from that in the West,
IXEE from that in the West 89 that §fXA0=Z the pattern, EliZAIRTHE: PEAJNENERFTE
AARE—LERER

The better-educated under-30-year-olds are, and the more money they have, the
more likely they are to live alone. Rich parts of China have more non-widowed
single dwellers: in Beijing a fifth of homes house only one person. The marriage age
is rising, particularly in big cities such as Shanghai and Guangzhou, where the
average man marries after 30 and the average woman at 28, older than their
American counterparts. Divorce rates are also increasing, though they are still much
lower than in America. More than 3.5m Chinese couples split up each year, which
adds to the number of single households.

Vocab
1. widow n. a woman whose husband has died and who has not married again {3 ; &
i
2. counterpart n. BREE(S 1) TE HRIA ;XTI NAISEY) Someone's or something's counterpart is
another person or thing that has a similar function or position in a different place.

e.g. The Foreign Secretary telephoned his Italian counterpart to protest. /N33 S8+ 21 B 2 AF) 4
KRTIL.
Sentence
The better-educated under-30-year-olds are, and the more money they have, the more likely they
are to live alone.
XEH=LE® % : The better-educated..., and the more..., the more likely...
HIMEHR and E#E, JREAIINLEBRN SR, KRE—T2FHNMA, Bl HERENS, HEKRA®
=, MBERRREMA

For some, living alone is a transitional stage on the way to marriage, remarriage or
family reunification. But for a growing number of people it may be a permanent



state. In cities, many educated, urban women stay single, often as a positive choice
—a sign of rising status and better employment opportunities. Rural areas, by
contrast, have a skewed sex ratio in which men outnumber women, a consequence
of families preferring_sons and aborting_female fetuses or abandoning_baby girls.
The consequence is millions of reluctant bachelors.

Vocab
1. transitional adj. I3RS, EARTERR Transitional is used to describe something that happens
or exists during a transitional period.
e.g. The main rebel groups have agreed to join in a meeting to set up
a transitional government. E £ ELEF S RES NSRRI — BRI,
2. reunification n. EF4i— The reunification of a country or city that has been divided into two
or more parts for some time is the joining of it together again.
e.g. ...the reunification of East and West Beirut in 1991.7<. 74 1 2457E1991 FEMEF S —
3. permanent adj. lasting for a long time or for all time in the future; existing all the
time JKARY ; KER ; KAR
e.g. They are now living together on a permanent basis. {t{JIERXEKEEF.
4. skewed adj. not accurate or correct EHHY ; Bl ; FEFRY
e.g. skewed statistics AERBRIZLT
5. abort v. to give birth to a child or young animal too early for it to survive if= ; /\F=
e.g. The virus can cause pregnant animals to abort. XRS5 Rl BESEBUA NI~
6. fetus =foetus n. fa)L A foetus is an animal or human being in its later stages of development
before it is born.
e.g. Pregnant women who are heavy drinkers risk damaging the unborn foetus. Z{3El;E R SES
ERBEHRE)L,
7. bachelor n. a man who has never been married FRIEEF ; BE5;X
e.g. a confirmed bachelor (= a person who does not intend to marry; often used in
newspapers to refer to a HOMOSEXUAL man ){5<F8ENHREN (IRE LERRIEEY
TEF)
Sentence
Rural areas, by contrast, have a skewed sex ratio in which men outhnumber women, a
consequence of families preferring sons and aborting female fetuses or abandoning_baby girls.
ZF+: Rural areas have a skewed sex ratio
by contrast X BE#ITNE T FEMIBEZE, MASTEH.
consequence X 2EH consequence BIERIFTMNER, BIBUHHMERTIMNER, — M4
MR, BIRTSBEMHEARAT R MNEREHRT preferring_sons and aborting female fetuses
or abandoning_baby girls.

In the past, adulthood in China used, almost without exception, to mean marriage
and having_children within supervised rural or urban structures. Now a growing
number of Chinese live beyond prying eyes, able to pursue the social and sexual
lives they choose.

Vocab
1. exception n. a person or thing that is not included in a general statement —f&I& 7SS
A (35Y) ; Fish

e.g. Nobody had much money at the time and | was no exception. BBEHZEIEERRBRS
i FEAGIGN,


dic://homosexual

2. within prep. inside the range or limits of sth A ( EEEERE ) ; £ (el ) 2.
e.g. That question is not within the scope of this talk. BFNIRAERRSICEZ A,
3. supervise v. to be in charge of sb/ sth and make sure that everything is done correctly,
safely, etc. I5E ; 812 ; i8S ; £8
4.pry v. Biix; B f@&; #®UIR If someone pries, they try to find out about someone else's
private affairs, or look at their personal possessions.
e.g. We do not want people prying into our affairs... 3 {17 2RI A FIZFATHFASE,
Sentence
In the past, adulthood in China used, almost without exception, to mean marriage and having
children within supervised rural or urban structures.
X8, #WENIERELT, HSE used to @& E—#ChY, B: adulthood in China used to mean....
ZEF: adulthood used to mean marriage and having children...

In the long run that poses a political challenge: the love of individual freedom is
something that the Chinese state has long tried to quash. Living alone does not
have to mean breaching social norms—phones and the internet make it easier than
ever to keep in touch with relations, after all. Yet loosening family ties may open up
space for new social networks, interest groups, even political aspirations of which
the state may come to disapprove.

Vocab
1. quash v. to officially say that a decision made by a court is no longer valid or correct &
o (VERERIRUR ) T8 ; HiES (FIR)
e.g. His conviction was later quashed by the Court of Appeal. 53 , EiFEEHESEE 7 X3tb
HOFIR,
2. breach n. ~ of sth a failure to do sth that must be done by law &8 , HIE (;EF0Z)
e.g. a breach of contract/ copyright/ warranty iEIEE[E ; FICHRN ; IBRRIFIE
3. norm n. a situation or a pattern of behaviour that is usual or expected Bz ; IEE{TH
e.g. Older parents seem to be the norm rather than the exception nowadays. B
B , HSKUFR T ESE , A2,
4. aspiration n.~ (for sth) | ~ (to do sth) a strong desire to have or do sth &2 ; 8 ; &
i
e.g. | didn't realize you had political aspirations. FE;ZB=IREUFEBGE LAYB A,

For now those who live alone are often subject to mockery. Unmarried females are
labelled “leftover women”;_unmarried men, “bare branches” —for the family tree
they will never grow. An online group called “women living alone” is stacked with
complaints about being told to “get a boyfriend”.

Vocab
1. mockery n. comments or actions that are intended to make sb/ sth seem ridiculous &}
%, BF

e.g. She couldn't stand any more of their mockery. BT ZZ M INERE 7.
2. stacked with adj. #5#% 7 ...89 If a place or surface is stacked with objects, it is filled with piles
of them.

e.g. Shops in Ho Chi Minh City are stacked with goods. A5 BE T RO [E B HE# 7 B &,
Sentence
Unmarried females are labelled “leftover women”;_unmarried men, “bare branches” —for the




family tree they will never grow.

FF: Unmarried females are labelled...

“pbare branches” HEZ2HEBET181E, El: unmarried men are labelled “bare branches”
—for the family tree they will never grow. FEREIO{EFR

Even eating out can be a trial, since Chinese food culture is associated with groups
of people sharing a whole range of dishes. After repeated criticism for dining alone,
in 2014 Yanni Cai, a Shanghai journalist, wrote “Eating Alone”, a book on how
singletons can adapt Chinese cuisine to make a single plate a meal in itself.
According to tradition, even a frugal Chinese meal comprises “four dishes and one
soup”. A single diner is likely to find that rather too much to stomach.

Vocab
1. journalist n. ¥TBICE; B L{EE A journalist is a person whose job is to collect news and
write about it for newspapers, magazines, television, or radio.
2. cuisine n. a style of cooking =1F ; Xk

e.g. Italian cuisine BEAFIRXZITE
3. frugal adj. using only as much money or food as is necessary (¥J&tk. BYZ ) TH
/Y, T1ERY
Sentence
A single diner is likely to find that rather too much to stomach.
be likely to FJ8E (f#...) 89; & (...) fH[=hY If someone or something is likely to do a particular
thing, they will very probably do it.
X rather UE R used to mean 'fairly' or 'to some degree’, often when you are
expressing slight criticism, disappointment or surprise ( EFTERRIEHAVGTE. K2R
i7) 18, EEMEEL
e.g. He was conscious that he was talking rather too much ftiEIREthiRELERS T .

From the print edition: China

Family
Young, single and what about it?

REE: R, By, NEM?
This article looks at the sharp rise in young Chinese happy to live by
themselves; the next at old people less happy to do so.

RSOV I R A AR R TR B R R
HEAR D R R £ AP

In her tiny flat, which she shares with two cats and a flock of porcelain owls, Chi
Yingying describes her parents as wanting to be the controlling shareholders in
her life. Even when she was in her early 20s, her mother raged at her for being
unmarried. At 28 Ms Chi took “the most courageous decision of my life” and
moved into her own home. Now 33, she relishes the privacy—at a price: her
monthly rent of 4,000 yuan ($625) swallows nearly half her salary.

IREEAE r LR 7 WU, [RIINTCE — SR K SRR D, Wt ab i A RET I A
A TERUIF R b f AT TR 5008 o — A o BRIV RISE 24 fdid o — 2 ks B T 2k



T4 RO I B G IS A T5 1t . 285 ), IR/ 1 T — A A b 5 BB B
YJLE”, Wk T A QR BT H . ESIS M EZEAN NN, SRR R
f): & H4000 N RTH (62537C) HY L2t T i —2F.

In many countries leaving the family home well before marriage is a rite of
passage. But in China choosing to live alone and unmarried as Ms Chi has
done is eccentric verging on taboo. Chinese culture attaches a particularly high
value to the idea that families should live together.Yet ever more people are
living alone.

TEVFZ SR, USRI A BHE — M IRAGR, et afiari. HESRE, &
BN RS . HGE R B R AR A 2 P2 SR S o SR AL,
MR APZEE—IEREIEFEIN —IF. R, WIEAEORES M GEREMmE &
(5

In the decade to 2010 the number of single-person households doubled. Today
over 58m Chinese live by themselves, according to census data, a bigger
number of one-person homes than in America, Britain and France combined.
Solo dwellers make up 14% of all households. That is still low compared with
rates found in Japan or Taiwan, but the proportion will certainly increase.

F20104F Ik By 4R, SR NESEI 7 —ff. ADESERR, PEIA
580077 N JafE, XEGSEE . SRk E M E NEH NG 2% .
JE BB T K IEBEN14%. BIRXAEEBIFIE H AR G IR MRAL, (HiX
MEHDIREEE,

The pattern of Chinese living alone is somewhat different from that in the West,
because tens of millions of (mainly poor) migrant workers have moved away
from home to find work in more prosperous regions of China; many in this
group live alone, often in shoeboxes. Yet for the most part younger Chinese
living alone are from among the better-off. “Freedom and new wealth” have
broken China's traditional family structures, says Jing Jun of Tsinghua
University in Beijing.

Hh ] N AR ORI P 7 N FERR BE B i AN o LA TR R 22 IR ) APk 55 TN
K e R b E 257 AR X S AR, b AR 2 wAEp ) 5+ 5
ME EE. R, TEATFT P AE R N R BT R AT O BRI . [EHRFH)
REY, “HHRSMERAER LTI EE SRR ES .

The better-educated under-30-year-olds are, and the more money they have,
the more likely they are to live alone. Rich parts of China have more non-
widowed single dwellers: in Beijing a fifth of homes house only one person. The
marriage age is rising, particularly in big cities such as Shanghai and
Guangzhou, where the average man marries after 30 and the average woman
at 28, older than their American counterparts. Divorce rates are also increasing,
though they are still much lower than in America. More than 3.5m Chinese



couples split up each year, which adds to the number of single households.

30% LU N N Z W E By, NGB, A R AER AT REPERBOR . A2
T, PEEHRHXAEE SRS, flnEdts, Ahsz—mE A
A NEEs FRAEAR BB XA ORI, S50 P EIRE R B BT, X
Lt 75 B VPR S5 ISR IR ES0S 2 i, kN 228%7 , AHELSE [E Y [ tg N2
Moo [N, BSUSRUTE Bk, R SE BRI TR K. B4EA
35077 % [ KA sy i, X AMBE N T e N

For some, living alone is a transitional stage on the way to marriage,
remarriage or family reunification. But for a growing number of people it may be
a permanent state. In cities, many educated, urban women stay single, often as
a positive choice—a sign of rising status and better employment opportunities.
Rural areas, by contrast, have a skewed sex ratio in which men outnumber
women, a consequence of families preferring sons and aborting female fetuses
or abandoning baby girls. The consequence is millions of reluctant bachelors.

XATEE SR P 1 A PR e o i P R B o R B (EUHBER
B WIS, XA R PP 2. 7RS0T, F2 332 RIFHH BI#T &
VEORFR ALy, X2 H B BRI M DL AT ETH IR B IE T+ A, 7E
RAHIX, BT ALEREREZ S, WRIFAR 2 B EAE S e BRm ™ 8L B 57
18 3 PR A 2V B A L R o 25 SRR B L 0 AN AR Y B by

Lo

In the past, adulthood in China used, almost without exception, to mean
marriage and having children within supervised rural or urban structures. Now a
growing number of Chinese live beyond prying eyes, able to pursue the social
and sexual lives they choose.

TERRHHRE, MRS . JRAEREWRE 2L B S PP S B IR 2 241K &
U5 N A2 T o BIUFE, RO o ) AR A SRR SR L S b
EATEENS B IR 1E SR EA i

In the long run that poses a political challenge: the love of individual freedom is
something that the Chinese state has long tried to quash. Living alone does not
have to mean breaching social norms—phones and the internet make it easier
than ever to keep in touch with relations, after all. Yet loosening family ties may

open up space for new social networks, interest groups, even political
aspirations of which the state may come to disapprove.

MRIIRE, XMk 7 Boa ERpE, WX A SR E P EBUN— |
DISR A B Y o 0 H ARG BT 2SI, B3 LT R LK o) A A fi
2R NBERHORFRIC AR EL LLRTAER 772 o SR JE 5% AR A 6 1 P X 4 A A2
W2 ) i S AT L 3 T AN (] BT 5 i S A B 23 )



For now those who live alone are often subject to mockery. Unmarried females
are labelled “leftover women” ; unmarried men, “bare branches” —for the family
tree they will never grow. An online group called “women living alone” is
stacked with complaints about being told to “get a boyfriend”.

BUAE, AR N H B < 8 55 AT TR RIS LIS PaE R R,
MRS B LN ", BOMTERRE BRI . FE—A I M fE 2
NH P A, Inp 2 HR BT S 5 A4 2%

Even eating out can be a trial, since Chinese food culture is associated with
groups of people sharing a whole range of dishes. After repeated criticism for
dining alone, in 2014 Yanni Cai, a Shanghai journalist, wrote “Eating Alone”, a
book on how singletons can adapt Chinese cuisine to make a single plate a
meal in itself. According to tradition, even a frugal Chinese meal comprises
“four dishes and one soup”. A single diner is likely to find that rather too much
to stomach.

B EE T B ARAE REZ SRR, L RE Aok, HEZ
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