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Hong Kong’s colonial relics
Postman expat

A clash between the British past and Chinese present
Oct 24th 2015 | HONG KONG | From the print edition

Vocab
1. colonial adj. connected with or belonging to a country that controls another country 78
RAY ; EREZRRY

e.g. a colonial power HEERIANEE
2. relic n. ~ (of/ from sth) an object, a tradition, etc. that has survived from a period of
time that no longer exists =Y ; 20 ; =X ; BB

e.g. The building stands as the last remaining relic of the town's cotton industry. i XE&
IR ERR AR,
3. clash n.~ (with sb) |~ (between A and B) a short fight between two groups of
people ( FEFAZIEIRY ) $T3} , #7288 |, iR

e.g. Clashes broke out between police and demonstrators. 25 5R-E& KL T IR,
4. expat n. [a expatriate a person living in a country that is not their own E{EEEMY
AR

e.g. ...exclusive country clubs for British expats. & J1B{F R E TR Z B[RRI

HONG KONG is littered with reminders of its imperial past. Prisons, schools and parks
bear the names of British monarchs. There are still public statues of them. The island’s
harbour, its hilly peak and a main road in the business district are named in honour of
Queen Victoria. Aimost all of the British colonial governors are remembered in street
names.

Vocab
1. litter n. [EFY); #EEAELYNIEA0ZRTG; 1k Litter is rubbish that is left lying around outside.
e.g. If you see litter in the corridor, pick it up...f£i¥ 8 2 & R IRANEIRIG R,
2. reminder n. I27{EARBIZEEEEHIZEY) Something that serves as a reminder of another thing
makes you think about the other thing.
e.g. The British are about to be given a sharp reminder of what fighting abroad really means...
BLEERRRILEEANFREEIRIBIMEAREERET 4.
3. imperial adj. connected with an empire FFER ; EFN
e.g. They executed Russia's imperial family in 19181117 1918 FEAME T HE 2 2%,
4. prison n. Y55k, Y5ZE; FSFAR A prison is a building where criminals are kept as punishment
or where people accused of a crime are kept before their trial.
e.g. The prison's inmates are being kept in their cells...;X M SHRAIE AR < EMNTAZE
5. monarch n. &=;% ;% F ;%2 The monarch of a country is the king, queen, emperor, or
empress.

But China is worried about what it sees as a lack of appreciation in Hong Kong for its
salvation from colonial rule (sometimes evident at pro-democracy rallies where a few



people are seen waving colonial-era flags). In September Chen Zuo’er, a former Chinese
official who heads a think-tank in Hong Kong, criticised the island’s “failure” to decolonise
and the “refusal” of people to accept the territory’s relationship with the mainland. Even
FIFA, football’s world governing body, is cross. This month it fined the Hong Kong
Football Association because of booing by the territory’s fans of China’s national anthem
(which is now their own) during a match.

Vocab

1. appreciation n. ~ (of/ for sth) the feeling of being grateful for sth B%& ; &k

2. salvation n. fi#H;#% The salvation of someone or something is the act of saving them from
harm, destruction, or an unpleasant situation.

e.g. ...a poor, lost, lonely woman clinging for salvation to a son whom she knew was as lost as
she was.— MMIRAIIR . SEARBRNEAAZZIMEWN—1)LFIFRER, miEE)LFthEt—
HEIANE
3. rally n. a large public meeting, especially one held to support a particular idea or
political party ARE&ER , BRAS ( TUHEFHFFESEBEER )

e.g. to attend/ hold a rally &ilB& X<
4. think-tank n. a group of experts who provide advice and ideas on political, social or
economic issues (BUA. e, &AM ) SEE , §F , Tx/N\E

e.g. ...Moscow's leading foreign policy think-tank. Z B B BN BERE £ H
5. refusal n. 3548, [E4E; 3% Someone's refusal to do something is the fact of them showing
or saying that they will not do it, allow it, or accept it.

e.g. ..her refusal to accept change...fth ) 25 S AYFELE
6. territory n. land that is under the control of a particular country or ruler §it ; IRE& ; R
i 2

e.g. enemy/ disputed/ foreign territory &5/ BFYN/HNER L
7. cross adj. (cross-er, cross-est) ~ (with sb) (especially BrE) annoyed or quite angry X%
B +oEREY  £5H

e.g. Please don't get cross. Let me explainigBl&X , iLFEEHEERE—T.

8. boo n. a sound that people make to show that they do not like an actor, speaker, etc.
(XHER. HEEERTAH ) 1E

e.g. 'Boo!' they shouted, 'Get off!". "X | " JKEHE , "aF L ! "

9. anthem n. =national anthem EF}{; (KRE—HSHFRAI) AR, #IX An anthemis a
song which is used to represent a particular nation, society, or group and which is sung on special
occasions.

Many suspect that the humble post box may now fall victim to what appears to be a new
effort to reinforce patriotism. Hong Kong’s postal service was set up in 1841 by Britain’s
Royal Mail._Its colonial past is visible in boxes embedded in the sides of buildings, or of
the traditional “pillar box” variety—complete with royal insignia. A start was made on
correcting this after the handover of Hong Kong to China in 1997: red post boxes, as they
are coloured in Britain, were mostly repainted green (see picture).

Vocab
1. humble adj. ¥BERY;BIPERY; F#2ERAY A humble place or thing is ordinary and not special in
any way.

e.g. There are restaurants, both humble and expensive, that specialize in them... & [ J{#iX LE52
BB B ETERNBENEH RN,

2. victim n. a person who has been attacked, injured or killed as the result of a crime, a



disease, an accident, etc. E& ; BHE ; BHRE ; R

e.g. accident/ earthquake/ famine, etc. victims B, HE. JINENEES
3. patriotism n. love of your country and willingness to defend it EEENX ; EEfEH

e.g. We live in an age when patriotism is often sneered at. {1 FE— T EEEN EEHIEZ
ME R,
4. postal adj. connected with the official system for sending and delivering letters, etc. Hf
BRY ; BREAY

e.g. your full postal address {REFEUEUIEISES
5. embed v. ~ sth (in sth) to fix sth firmly into a substance or solid object ... ZFEZFEHIER A
(EFEA. BAN)

e.g. an operation to remove glass that was embedded in his leg BXHHFLAEBREPIRIEAIF
PN
6. insignia n. (FEIEEAEE 57, IR5ITFS An insignia is a design or symbol which shows
that a person or object belongs to a particular organization, often a military one.

e.g. The red star was the national insignia of the USSR.£] 2 & 2 H B E R intE.
7. handover n. (FREIEIEEINAY) #&3Z The handover of something is when possession or
control of it is given by one person or group of people to another.

e.g. He said they would attach conditions to the handover of the base...ffli5 i 145 33 Eithf972
R —Le &,
8. repaint v. [with obj.] cover the surface of (something) with a new coat of paint& ;%
Sentence
Its colonial past is visible in boxes embedded in the sides of buildings,_or of the traditional “pillar
box” variety—complete with royal insignia.
ZET: Its colonial past is visible
or of the traditional “pillar box” variety XEH# of 2 5HIEHAY in boxes of the traditional “pillar
box” variety P4 B AY45H

—complete with royal insignia B#&: ~ with sth [not before noun] including sth as an extra

part or feature B3% , 8 ( EWUNMOTAFIE )

In October the postal authorities said the use of royal symbols was “inappropriate” and
“confusing” and announced plans to cover them up. Conservationists were dismayed.
One of them, Sin Wai-man, accused officials of trying to “whitewash” colonial history and
likened the proposed covering of the insignia to “killing the souls” of the boxes.

Vocab
1. inappropriate adj. not suitable or appropriate in a particular situation FNEHHY ; F7E51&E
e.g. inappropriate behaviour/ language RN§LEITHIES
2. confusing adj. £ AE; B RRY; SEELAY Something that is confusing makes it difficult for
people to know exactly what is happening or what to do.
e.g. The uncertainty created by this situation must be confusing for you.iX## /5 E P 1& BX 89 A
E 4B EILIREEIE R,
3. conservationist n. P E{RIF TIEE A conservationist is someone who cares greatly about the
conservation of the environment and who works to protect it.
4. dismay v. {17 {EE R, E=R5 If you are dismayed by something, it makes you feel afraid,
worried, or sad.
e.g. The thought that she was crying dismayed him. 282t [F7E578, A LTRE .
5. accuse V. to say that sb has done sth wrong or is guilty of sth =& ; #&8iF ; 1B=
e.g. (formal) They stand accused of crimes against humanity.ft{ J#=ER ABSE.



6. whitewash n. =cover-up (disapproving) an attempt to hide unpleasant facts about sb/
sth ¥aif ; &=

e.g. The opposition claimed the report was a whitewash. RIHIREFRIXDIRESOLIHIE,
7. liken to 'liken sth/ sb to sth/ sb (formal) to compare one thing or person to
another and say they are similar 1&...tb{E...

e.g. Life is often likened to a journey. AfiJ&IBALLVIEIRZ,
Sentence
Conservationists were dismayed.
MR T IR T RO EIRS, BREBOEEREN, REEMEMEN, dsmayed —FthA
HITAISTAL

Postal officials appear unfazed by the outcry, though they have yet to say when they will
carry out the makeover. Lovers of the 59 remaining colonial-era boxes can at least draw
comfort from their freedom to complain. Losing that hallmark of Hong Kong’s identity
would be a far bigger blow than anything_ that may happen to the royal marks.

Vocab
1. unfazed adj. opp=fazed (informal) not worried or surprised by sth unexpected that
happens &ZEARIRAY ; FABEH
2. outcry n. a reaction of anger or strong protest shown by people in public IR ; 21, ;
SEFUAYHTIN

e.g. The new tax provoked a public outcry FiFiIRa |2 7 AREIZRZIHTIN.
3. makeover n. the process of improving the appearance of a person or a place, or of
changing the impression that sth gives ( SN ) B0 , 5 ; 1816 ; 85T
4. hallmark n. a feature or quality that is typical of sb/ sth 44 ; %5

e.g. Police said the explosion bore all the hallmarks of a terrorist attack. ZFFRXXIE
YEE B D FRERIATEIFL.
Sentence
Losing_that hallmark of Hong Kong’s identity would be a far bigger blow than anything_that may
happen to the royal marks.
FF: Losing would be a far bigger blow than anything
1XE that hallmark of Hong Kong’s identity =& FE 1B EIBEMN T
that may happen to the royal marks. iX B 23} anything B9—M#FE, BN far bigger blow than
anything FTiEHY
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A clash between the British past and Chinese present.
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HONG KONG is littered with reminders of its imperial past. Prisons, schools and parks
bear the names of British monarchs. There are still public statues of them. The island's
harbour, its hilly peak and a main road in the business district are named in honour of
Queen Victoria. Almost all of the British colonial governors are remembered in street
names.
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But China is worried about what it sees as a lack of appreciation in Hong Kong for its
salvation from colonial rule (sometimes evident at pro-democracy rallies where a few
people are seen waving colonial-era flags) . In September Chen Zuo' er, a former Chinese
official who heads a think-tank in Hong Kong, criticised the island's “failure” to decolonise
and the “refusal” of people to accept the territory's relationship with the mainland. Even
FIFA, football's world governing body, is cross. This month it fined the Hong Kong Football
Association because of booing by the territory's fans of China's national anthem (which is
now their own) during a match.

ORI, o Y SR R AR — — KRR A s A R GE i R 1 ok . (AR AR AIE =
I, I RERTEES Y, DB AEIRE R R . A4E9H , BiERIGE
Gi HAEAE PR A 40 PR A i, SR SRR D SR Rk, PR RAE
Ytz HE P ENHRZEERR. 2R ERAFEIEIRRRPNET 5. A0, €
X R ST e, RETET e, Bk EER (et EEAE
CHYEH) ZEmi g — R

Many suspect that the humble post box may now fall victim to what appears to be a new
effort to reinforce patriotism. Hong Kong's postal service was set up in 1841 by Britain's
Royal Mail. Its colonial past is visible in boxes embedded in the sides of buildings, or of the
traditional “pillar box” variety —complete with royal insignia. A start was made on correcting

this after the handover of Hong Kong to China in 1997: red post boxes, as they are
coloured in Britain, were mostly repainted green (see picture).
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In October the postal authorities said the use of royal symbols was “inappropriate” and
“confusing” and announced plans to cover them up. Conservationists were dismayed. One
of them, Sin Wai-man, accused officials of trying to “whitewash” colonial history and
likened the proposed covering of the insignia to “killing the souls” of the boxes.
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Postal officials appear unfazed by the outcry, though they have yet to say when they will
carry out the makeover. Lovers of the 59 remaining colonial-era boxes can at least draw
comfort from their freedom to complain. Losing that hallmark of Hong Kong's identity would
be a far bigger blow than anything that may happen to the royal marks.
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