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Rich kids
Lifestyles of the rich and infamous

It’s not easy having it all
Jul 4th 2015 | BEIJING | From the print edition

Vocab
1. infamous adj. =notorious well known for being bad or evil RZixizl ; FRIFEN

e.g. a general who was infamous for his brutality E&ZMm&ZBREAIGE
2. have it all 32IECiE (AF3@1A) £FZT/2MT You use all in expressions such as seen it
all and done it all to emphasize that someone has had a lot of experience of something.

e.g. ...women who have it all: career, husband and children...siE—1)89%1%: S|, LRM#Z
%

NOW decades old, China’s economic boom has brought a better life to hundreds of
millions. But it has also created new problems, such as pollution and inequality.
And, for the super-rich, a moral conundrum: how, wealthy parents wonder, can they
raise children who do not behave like arrogant brats?

Vocab
1. inequality n. ((t&#fii. ME. EHF)ALFEE, 9% Inequality is the difference in social
status, wealth, or opportunity between people or groups.
e.g. People are concerned about social inequality... A 1R Tt SR TEE G,
2. moral adj. concerned with principles of right and wrong behaviour J&E&ER
e.g. a moral issue/ dilemma/ question BEASEHNNE/FIE//A/ a decline in moral
standards BEEKERITE
3. conundrum n. ¥EER; S 22X f2AY18)ZR A conundrum is a problem or puzzle which is difficult or
impossible to solve.
e.g. ...this theological conundrum of the existence of evil and suffering in a world created by a
good God. £E& R LF RGN RBEGFEE M EME WX — M 2k
4. wealthy adj. having a lot of money, possessions, etc. EEH ; EA8Y ; BRAY
e.g. The couple are said to be fabulously wealthy. EHIX T KEARU A S,
5. arrogant adj. behaving in a proud, unpleasant way, showing little thought for other
people B ; AR
6. brat n. a person, especially a child, who behaves badly ;SEHEHIA ; (Ui ) TRE
e.g. a spoiled/ spoilt brat #7ER 7 HOTEZF

China now has an estimated 1.09m people with personal wealth of at least 10m
yuan ($1.6m), and 67,000 “super-rich” ones with assets above 100m yuan,_including
213 dollar billionaires. Their children, the “second-generation rich”, or fuerdai, are
the object of rapt attention in national media and a mixture of envy and revulsion
among ordinary folk.

Vocab



1. rapt adj. so interested in one particular thing that you are not aware of anything
else 2 EFH ; OGN

e.g. a rapt audience T ENHRIITAX
2. revulsion n. =repugnance R &iE4E;iRZL R AT ;5% Someone's revulsion at something is the
strong feeling of disgust or disapproval they have towards it.

e.g. His voice was filled with horror and revulsion. ftt {97 & B 78 5#% 7 AV IEF /& &,
3. folk n. (informal) people in general Af]

e.g. I'd like a job working with old folk or kids FEWS5E As/INEFTRERTIE.
Sentence
China now has an estimated 1.09m people with personal wealth of at least 10m yuan ($1.6m),
and 67,000 “super-rich” ones with assets above 100m yuan,_ including 213 dollar billionaires.
ZE: China now has an estimated 1.09m people with personal wealth of at least 10m yuan
($1.6m)
J[EE=1): personal wealth of at least 10m yuan ($1.6m), and 67,000 “super-rich” ones with
assets above 100m yuan,_including 213 dollar billionaires. #3280, EEHERENE D

They can be seen driving outrageously posh cars which, thanks to stiff import
duties, can cost $1m or more. Some of them post ostentatious pictures and vulgar
rants about their exploits on social media. Wang Sicong, the son of one of China’s
richest tycoons, recently aroused a storm of criticism for saying that his main
criterion when selecting a girlfriend was that she must be “buxom”. He also posted
snaps of his Alaskan husky wearing two gold Apple Watches, worth tens of
thousands of dollars—useful, no doubt, if the dog ever needs to surf the internet.

Vocab
1. outrageously adv. X|5%ith, F%Zith
2. posh n. elegant and expensive ISR ; EINEEM

e.g. You look very posh in your new suit. {REF LFIKIREEEDTESR,
3. stiff adj. costing a lot or too much 58 ; I8

e.g. There's a stiff $15 entrance fee to the exhibition. EBRSlIANIFGESIX 15 JT.
4. duty n. a tax that you pay on things that you buy, especially those that you bring into
a country # ; (/UHE*OLR ) X

e.g. customs/ excise/ import duties X1 ; iHZEH ; HOF
5. ostentatious adj. =showy expensive or noticeable in a way that is intended to impress
people #ZFRiFHY ; FIKAY ; IFHERY
6. vulgar adj. not having or showing good taste; not polite, elegant or well behaved E{&
7Y ; tBARY ; FBEFRY ; AFERY

e.g. a vulgar man ¥A{BHEA
7.rant n. aspell of ranting: a tirade Xi&E, EEH%X, FEM1E; BRI KRER

e.g. his rants against organized religion. ftt & 33 B BRI R BUENITE R R IBIR .
8. exploit n. a brave, exciting or interesting act & ( &AL, 3IAEE ) B91TH

e.g. the daring exploits of Roman heroes ZEIiERETLERITAH
9. tycoon n. K= ;E:k; KSL\IZ A tycoon is a person who is successful in business and so has
become rich and powerful.

e.g. ...a self-made Irish property tycoon. A FiE RN E /R=ZEithF=B L
10. arouse v. MEiE2, 5| (RMNESE) If something arouses a particular reaction or attitude in
people, it causes them to have that reaction or attitude.

e.g. ...the deep public anger you have aroused.{/} &2 AI3RZ 2

hte

n




11. criterion n. (FIERI)FnE, N A criterion is a factor on which you judge or decide
something.

e.g. The most important criterion for entry is that applicants must design and make their own
work.. R EENZHFMERRIFELIRITHEIEE SHER.
12. buxom adj. (of a woman ) large in an attractive way, and with large breasts &
B ; FBEFmEY
13. snap n. a photograph, especially one taken quickly ( 7Tig#61089 ) RBH

e.g. holiday snaps {RBHRYERA
14. husky adj. (FARNITIEM) ZETEEA A husky is a strong, furry dog, which is used to pull
sledges across snow.
15. surf v. to use the Internet ( BEM L ) /45R , 8% , NS

e.g. | was surfing the Net looking for information on Indian music. FIF_FREKRXTED
EERNER,

In June Xi Jinping, China’s president, told a government meeting that China’s young
rich must curb their hedonistic ways. They should be guided, he said, “to think
about where their wealth comes from” and be patriotic, law-abiding and hard-
working. A week after his remarks were made public, state media reported on a
training session in the prosperous _coastal province of Fujian for 70 offspring_of
billionaires, where they were taught “traditional Chinese culture, social responsibility

and business knowledge”—and fined 1,000 yuan if they turned up late.

Vocab
1. hedonistic adj. Z&F XA Hedonistic means relating to hedonism.
e.g. The cookery course was serious and hedonistic at the same time. Z 1T IREL E — 4 ™R 0=
RI_\E_$¢¥XO
2. patriotic adj. having or expressing a great love of your country ZEH
e.g. a patriotic man who served his country well JERENZEE
3. law-abiding adj. obeying and respecting the law BLFER ;| o F Y
e.g. law-abiding citizens BLEHENAR
4. prosperous adj. =affluent rich and successful 5509 ; IR ; SAERY
e.g. prosperous countries EoefEZR
5. coastal adj. of or near a coast ;5889 ; |ILERH
e.g. coastal waters/ resorts/ scenery iGigKig ; iSEMB/ XS
Sentence
A week after his remarks were made public, state media reported on a training_session in the
prosperous coastal province of Fujian for 70 offspring_of billionaires, where they were taught
“traditional Chinese culture, social responsibility and business knowledge”—and fined 1,000
yuan if they turned up late.
F+F: his remarks were made public
state media reported on a training session #FHFID, FTAEBRBHRAE—NEF
where they were taught “traditional Chinese culture iXE where 3| SHIMBRIFATIELE: the
prosperous coastal province of Fujian
“traditional Chinese...” B%A= taught IS T
—and fined 1,000 yuan if they turned up late. #%p%>, fined @IHER

According to some fuerdai, all this will be an uphill battle. Wang Dagqi, a 30-year-old
from a monied family, profiled several of his peers in “Burden of Wealth”, a book



published in May. It sought to paint a more nuanced portrait of the lives the fuerdai
lead, but he acknowledges that ostentation is the only value many of them know.
“It’s pretty pathetic, actually,” he says. Among those who do work, he adds, most
choose to invest their family wealth in other businesses. “To build a new business of
your own takes a lot of work, but if you just seed startups you don’t have to do the
hard work or carry too much responsibility.”

Vocab
1. uphill adj. ~ battle, struggle, task, etc. an argument or a struggle that is difficult to win
and takes a lot of effort over a long period of time (ETIRMERY , M (&ksF. & (£
FE)
2. monied family n. BHMNREE
3. profile v. to give or write a description of sb/ sth that gives the most important
information fEZENA ; A ; SEN

e.g. His career is profiled in this month's journal. IXEB FUBLA T TEEE.
4. nuance adj. a very slight difference in meaning, sound, colour or sb's feelings that is
not usually very obvious (EX. A5, BB, REEHEH ) MAiRED

e.g. He watched her face intently to catch every nuance of expression. I AEFEM
G |, R —Z2HRIIRIEZ L.
5. portrait n. a detailed description of sb/ sth {F4HEUEIA ; #4

e.g. a portrait of life at the French court YhEESIEAEANEMENA
6. ostentation n. [Z#E; &, £ If you describe someone's behaviour as ostentation, you are
criticizing them for doing or buying things in order to impress people.

e.g. Consumers are abandoning the excess and ostentation of the 1980s...;H & &1 7 20tH2C
SO HHsKIZIARIPES]
7. pathetic adj. =pitiful making you feel pity or sadness B3 ; ATHER ; © ARIER

e.g. a pathetic and lonely old man a[{& X IUHEAIES
8. startup n. a company that is just beginning to operate, especially an Internet

company RIESZAIAE] , #FriEll ( TGEBEEMN AT )

Another member of the fuerdai, a 26-year-old Beijing native whose father is a self-
made investment banker, says some of his friends are from politically well-
connected families and probably owe some of their wealth to corrupt dealings.
Others have honest family fortunes built from scratch, and many, he reckons, fall
somewhere in between. “We don’t talk too much among ourselves about where the
money comes from,” he says. “We all understand it can be very sensitive.”

Vocab
1. politically adv. in a way that is connected with politics Bi&_E

e.g. a politically sensitive issue —NBGA _EBUBATINER
2. corrupt adj. willing to use their power to do dishonest or illegal things in return for
money or to get an advantage Z5;5fY ; ZMEAY ; EWHY ; EFAZEERM

e.g. a corrupt regime BISEEMAIEIN
3. from scratch n. JJJlBIYJll from ‘scratch without any previous preparation or
knowledge M3LFFR ; NEFFA

from the very beginning, not using any of the work done earlier M3k (i€ ) ; NEFF
=)

e.g. | learned German from scratch in six months. EEIWNEZHE , AN AZEELTEE,



Sentence

Others have honest family fortunes built from scratch, and many, he reckons, fall somewhere in
between.

ZF+F: Others have honest family fortunes

built from scratch XEZ T™MBEWE T that 37F&F which

and many, he reckons, fall somewhere in between XEB XA, #KEEFMREL, "IEMK: and
he reckons many fall somewhere in between. XEH# many 151X, many families

China’s ongoing anti-corruption campaign, he thinks, is doing more than any
training programme to get rich kids to tone things down—at least in public. They
still party hard and buy new cars every six months. “But now when they go out,
they just take the BMW 7 Series instead of the Aston Martin.”

Vocab
1. ongoing adj. continuing to exist or develop 4HFER ; BEHITH | FRETREN

e.g. The police investigation is ongoing. ZHHEEESE#{TH,
2. ‘tone sth’down to make a speech, an opinion, etc. less extreme or
offensive {# ( #iE. BEWF ) &M ; &M

e.g. The language of the article will have to be toned down for the mass-market. 1Xf&5
N EREEFVRET— T LUEG AR,
3. hard adv. 22 J7ih;{EZhith If you work hard doing something, you are very active or work
intensely, with a lot of effort.

e.g. Il work hard. | don't want to let him down...Ft =5 TE, FHAE LK.

From the print edition: China

Rich kids
Lifestyles of the rich and infamous
B A BRI A
It's not easy having it all.
R FE A T et

Now decades old, China's economic boom has brought a better life to hundreds of millions.
But it has also created new problems, such as pollution and inequality. And, for the super-
rich, a moral conundrum: how, wealthy parents wonder, can they raise children who do not
behave like arrogant brats?
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China now has an estimated 1.09m people with personal wealth of at least 10m yuan
($1.6m) , and 67,000 "super-rich" ones with assets above 100m yuan, including 213 dollar
billionaires. Their children, the "second-generation rich", or fuerdai, are the object of rapt

attention in national media and a mixture of envy and revulsion among ordinary folk. /i 1/
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They can be seen driving outrageously posh cars which, thanks to stiff import duties, can
cost $1m or more. Some of them post ostentatious pictures and vulgar rants about their
exploits on social media. Wang Sicong, the son of one of China's richest tycoons, recently
aroused a storm of criticism for saying that his main criterion when selecting a girlfriend
was that she must be "buxom". He also posted snaps of his Alaskan husky wearing two
gold Apple Watches, worth tens of thousands of dollars—useful, no doubt, if the dog ever
needs to surf the internet.
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In June Xi Jinping, China's president, told a government meeting that China's young rich
must curb their hedonistic ways. They should be guided, he said, "to think about where
their wealth comes from" and be patriotic, law-abiding and hard-working. A week after his
remarks were made public, state media reported on a training session in the prosperous
coastal province of Fujian for 70 offspring of billionaires, where they were taught
"traditional Chinese culture, social responsibility and business knowledge" —and fined
1,000 yuan if they turned up late.
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According to some fuerdai, all this will be an uphill battle. Wang Dagqi, a 30-year-old from a
monied family, profiled several of his peers in "Burden of Wealth", a book published in May.
It sought to paint a more nuanced portrait of the lives the fuerdai lead, but he
acknowledges that ostentation is the only value many of them know. "It's pretty pathetic,
actually," he says. Among those who do work, he adds, most choose to invest their family
wealth in other businesses. "To build a new business of your own takes a lot of work, but if
you just seed startups you don't have to do the hard work or carry too much responsibility."
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Another member of the fuerdai, a 26-year-old Beijing native whose father is a self-made
investment banker, says some of his friends are from politically well-connected families
and probably owe some of their wealth to corrupt dealings. Others have honest family
fortunes built from scratch, and many, he reckons, fall somewhere in between. "We don't
talk too much among ourselves about where the money comes from," he says."We all
understand it can be very sensitive."
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China's ongoing anti-corruption campaign, he thinks, is doing more than any training
programme to get rich kids to tone things down—at least in public. They still party hard and
buy new cars every six months. "But now when they go out, they just take the BMW 7
Series instead of the Aston Martin," he says.
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