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Online entertainment
A craze too foreign

China tries to restrict foreign entertainment online
Sep 13th 2014 | SHANGHAI | From the print edition

Vocab
1. craze n. (—BJE9)IEFHR, X7 If there is a craze for something, it is very popular for a short
time.

e.g. Walking is the latest fitness craze. Bl:6 R RIFIEE RITHIRE 5.

FOR young professionals in China’s cities, watching television online has become a
part of daily life. In Shanghai, for example, many office workers watch their favourite
TV shows at their desks during lunch-hours, on the metro on the way home, or even
while walking on the city’s crowded pavements.

Vocab
1. lunch hour n. the time around the middle of the day when you stop work or school to
eat lunch F&RHd ; FK

e.g. | usually go to the gym during my lunch hour. iBEEFAR BEESE.
2. metro n. ih¥k; i 5L E& The metro is the underground railway system in some cities, for
example in Paris.

e.g. to travel on the metro / by metro FEHbskHRIT
3. crowded adj. having a lot of people or too many people A (X) ZH ; #HEHY

e.g. crowded streets #HEFHIATIE
4. pavement n. (BrtE) (NAmE side-walk) a flat part at the side of a road for people to
walk on ( Bi889 ) AfTE

e.g. a pavement cafe ERIINEEE
Sentence
1. has become a part of daily life FARFAMANETFN—EDIEE sth. has become a part of
daily life.
2. at their desks during_ lunch-hours, on the metro on the way home, or even while walking_on the
city’s crowded pavements.
NBN=FEHFIXZE: at...,on..., or even while walking on....

Foreign TV dramas are a particular attraction. They are strictly controlled on
terrestrial television stations, but can be watched free on China’s video-streaming
websites._This year Chinese viewers have been gripped by “House of Cards”, an
American political drama series, as well as by several South Korean shows and the
BBC'’s “Sherlock”, which was available with an authorised_Chinese translation hours
after being_shown in Britain.

Vocab
1. drama n. 3%;Rl A drama is a serious play for the theatre, television, or radio.



e.g. He acted in radio dramas.fb7£] {&RIFIERE.
2. terrestrial adj. (FBARSTI8)HE A (B BIT 1 E551E/) Terrestrial television channels are
transmitted using equipment situated at ground level, and not by satellite.
3. are gripped by v. I&5|;2k{¥ If you are gripped by something such as a story or a series of
events, your attention is concentrated on it and held by it.

e.g. The nation is gripped by the dramatic story. ZE = &AM BT HE FEE.
4. authorize v. to give official permission for sth, or for sb to do sth #iE ; &Y

e.g. | can authorize payments up to £5 000. FxBETEHLERISTFPREER/ 5 000 =5E,
Sentence
This year Chinese viewers have been gripped by “House of Cards”, an American political drama
series, as well as by several South Korean shows and the BBC’s “Sherlock”, which was available
with an authorised Chinese translation hours after being shown in Britain.
ZF+: This year Chinese viewers have been gripped by “House of Cards”
an American political drama series #HEA1E, f#FF “House of Cards”
as well as by several South Korean shows and the BBC’s “Sherlock” #1 “House of Cards” 3
5, RAIHWEIENENERT TAE.
which was available with... IEFREHTEIBEME), 51TiEE the BBC’s “Sherlock” , I35t T1aA0AR

Yet viewers may soon find their choices more limited. Last week China’s TV
regulator said that, from April, any foreign series or film would need approval before
being shown online. Chinese media say that regulators are also considering limiting
the number of foreign series shown online to a specific proportion of total output.
The new rules appear aimed at closing one of the biggest loopholes in China’s
control of its media: on terrestrial TV, for example, foreign dramas are banned in
prime time. Many are forbidden altogether.

Vocab
1. considering prep. , conj. used to show that you are thinking about a particular fact,
and are influenced by it, when you make a statement about sth ZEZ ; #..M5 ; £F
e.g. She's very active, considering her age. BRI SRIR | R+ THEKA.
2. specific adj. detailed and exact BEFRY ; BAH
e.g. 'lI'd like your help tomorrow.' 'Can you be more specific (= tell me exactly what
you want) ?'
3. loophole n. %2 ERY) JBE, Z=F A loophole in the law is a small mistake which allows
people to do something that would otherwise be illegal.
e.g. to close existing loopholes FH{FMBHIFR
4. prime n. prime time: & & A(g]
5. altogether adv. (used to emphasize sth) completely; in every way ( BLUGERE ) %2, £
&8

e.g. | am not altogether happy about the decision XX NREH AT HE.

It is not clear how strictly the content of foreign programmes shown online will be
vetted. But the regulator’s call for “healthy, well-made” works which “showcase
good values” seems to echo a recent tightening of controls on terrestrial TV. These
include bans on dramas dealing with topics such as superstition, espionage and
—bizarrely—time travel. Earlier this year Chinese websites were ordered to remove
several American TV series; at least one of these, it was announced, would be



shown, edited, on state TV instead. In a hint of what may follow, the government
broadcaster recently screened the fantasy drama “Game of Thrones” —minus nudity
and violence (ie, the point).

Vocab
1. programme n. something that people watch on television or listen to on the radio 7H

e.g. a news programme FiETHE
2. vet v. =screen to check the contents, quality, etc. of sth carefully {FHi&E , & (W
5. REFE)

e.g. All reports are vetted before publication. FrEIRIEE BRI FEREFAREAE.
3. echo n. the fact of an idea, event, etc. being like another and reminding you of it; sth
that reminds you of sth else Bl ; BE7R ; B~ ; &I

e.g. Yesterday's crash has grim echoes of previous disasters. FERREESHFNLABIRIR
HES AR OBl
4. superstition n. ¥{5;3£{EW;& Superstition is belief in things that are not real or possible, for
example magic.

e.g. Fortune-telling is a very much debased art surrounded by superstition... & i@ —FfHIEE1E
RAVEI, 7H T IREER.
5. espionage n. [B)ik{1TH;i%IR;EEN Espionage is the activity of finding out the political, military,
or industrial secrets of your enemies or rivals by using spies.

e.g. The authorities have arrested several people suspected of espionage. B /5 E4&23&EH 7 /11
BHMEBEIRENIIA

e.g. counter-espionage =counter-intelligence [2[BiR/EEN
6. bizarrely adv. in a very strange or unusual manner [£ijtith, FF I Eih

e.g. bizarrely attired musicians. BE&HFEFRIUFTRER.
7. fantasy n. £J38;38 R Fantasy is the activity of imagining things.

e.g. ...a world of imagination, passion, fantasy, reflection.— N 78#AE8 %R . EIE. 2L EATH
5
8. minus %id). Ji;HZ You use minus to show that one number or quantity is being subtracted
from another.
9. nudity n. the state of being naked #{K ; 754§

e.g. The committee claimed that there was too much nudity on television. ZR&IEHE

MERIRINRLR S,

The new controls may simply push younger viewers away from authorised providers
and towards pirate sites instead, says a Chinese academic specialising in media
studies. At a time when China has at last begun to bring_copyright infringements
under control—the country’s main video-streaming websites now pay foreign
producers for their TV shows—that would be a step backwards.

Vocab

1. pirate adj. (often used as an adjective FEF{ER.AIa) a person who makes illegal copies

of video tapes, computer programs, books, etc., in order to sell them &FhxE ; BEPE
e.g. a pirate edition &R

2. specialize v. to become an expert in a particular area of work, study or business; to

spend more time on one area of work, etc. than on others E|{J#i5R (BXMNE ) ;| TW
e.g. Many students prefer not to specialize too soon. (REZ4&RET R EZ I,

3. infringement n. (X34t ARFIEH9)2IC,12Z An infringement is an action or situation that



interferes with your rights and the freedom you are entitled to.

e.g. They see it as an infringement on their own freedom of action.ft{ TIEE M A Xt 11751 E
HAEIE
Sentence
At a time when China has at last begun to bring_copyright infringements under control—the
country’s main video-streaming websites now pay foreign producers for their TV shows —that
would be a step backwards.
ZF+F: China has at last begun to bring_copyright infringements under control
—the country’s main video-streaming websites now pay foreign producers for their TV shows
when 5|SHNE G2 HIINEMN, BIE..., xx 4. LRBEEIBEN, XEMNET
7= websites now pay foreign producers
—that would be a step backwards. X2 that FRfE LN RENE when Fi5 | S E QAN S
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China tries to restrict foreign entertainment online.

Hh [ SRR % A E AR R T H

For young professionals in China's cities, watching television online has
become a part of daily life. In Shanghai, for example, many office workers
watch their favourite TV shows at their desks during lunch-hours, on the metro
on the way home, or even while walking on the city's crowded pavements.
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Foreign TV dramas are a particular attraction. They are strictly controlled on
terrestrial television stations, but can be watched free on China's video-
streaming websites. This year Chinese viewers have been gripped by “House
of Cards”, an American political drama series, as well as by several South
Korean shows and the BBC's “Sherlock”, which was available with an
authorised Chinese translation hours after being shown in Britain.
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Yet viewers may soon find their choices more limited. Last week China's TV
regulator said that, from April, any foreign series or film would need approval

before being shown online. Chinese media say that regulators are also
considering limiting the number of foreign series shown online to a specific



proportion of total output. The new rules appear aimed at closing one of the
biggest loopholes in China's control of its media: on terrestrial TV, for example,
foreign dramas are banned in prime time. Many are forbidden altogether.
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It is not clear how strictly the content of foreign programmes shown online will
be vetted. But the regulator's call for “healthy, well-made” works which
“showcase good values” seems to echo a recent tightening of controls on
terrestrial TV. These include bans on dramas dealing with topics such as
superstition, espionage and—bizarrely—time travel. Earlier this year Chinese
websites were ordered to remove several American TV series; at least one of
these, it was announced, would be shown, edited, on state TV instead. In a hint

of what may follow, the government broadcaster recently screened the fantasy
drama “Game of Thrones” —minus nudity and violence (ie, the point) .

Xt _ERERAIANE T H N BEHEA LM, HENEAERE. (LI REE
A R R IO E R A R AERT RPBIVES , RPN R B T
LS MR . BRI EE IR LI k{5 RTE s A 5,
HASE A AR T of i o A 4F e, B 7 BRI W sl s S LR S i
2R JEREA A BB —EEEZENE RN, i g KRR
N TR TR E M, BUFR B SRR 1A ZJ AR <UD
— — Mo T RRER S AR ARy (X LR AR R ) o

The new controls may simply push younger viewers away from authorised
providers and towards pirate sites instead, says a Chinese academic
specialising in media studies. At a time when China has at last begun to bring
copyright infringements under control—the country's main video-streaming

websites now pay foreign producers for their TV shows—that would be a step
backwards.
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