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Organ transplants
Spare the bullet

Officials try to curb the use of organs from executed prisoners
Mar 14th 2015 | BEIJING | From the print edition

Vocab
1. organ n. 238 An organ is a part of your body that has a particular purpose or function, for
example your heart or lungs.

e.g. ...organ transplants.28 E 218
2. transplant n. (28 E)#1E A transplant is a medical operation in which a part of a person's
body is replaced because it is diseased.

e.g. He was recovering from a heart transplant operation. b 7 /OBERSEF AR, EEEE.

TRANSPLANT operations in China have long relied on organs taken from executed
prisoners, a practice that has led to such abuses as the timing of executions to
meet organ demand, with no notification of relatives. As by far the world’s biggest
user of the death penalty, China could count on an abundant—if still far from
adequate—supply. But in recent years, stung_by international criticism,_it has been
trying_both to reduce executions and to end the harvesting_of organs from executed
prisoners without their, or their families’, consent. Since January 1st the government
has insisted that no such organs be used for transplants. Ensuring compliance,
however, will be difficult.

Vocab
1. operation n. 37K When a patient has an operation, a surgeon cuts open their body in order to
remove, replace, or repair a diseased or damaged part.

e.g. Charles was at the clinic recovering from an operation on his arm. & /REFRIREFERN T F A,
[EAEXFIZFTHITRERTT .
2. practice n. BEMGE; E#M; R You can refer to something that people do regularly as
a practice.

e.g. Gordon Brown has demanded a public inquiry into bank practices. % &- i B E ZE KX fR1T
IRBIEEFE T ATTRE,
3.byfar EIEHEIAL; &, FE (SLEBREIZSHRER)
4. penalty n. #iI5]; 4b30; 73 A penalty is a punishment that someone is given for doing
something which is against a law or rule.

e.g. The maximum penalty is up to 7 years imprisonment or an unlimited fine. & 5451 2 & %7
FRBHET LRI,
5. count on PHRASAL VERB #8iEx})id 1552;#{k&e;#k#i If you count on someone or count
upon them, you rely on them to support you or help you.

e.g. | can always count on you to cheer me up...{R /= BE{EHIRIERCFE,
6. adequate adj. BU5HY; S1&HY; ARV If something is adequate, there is enough of it or it is
good enough to be used or accepted.

e.g. The western diet should be perfectly adequate for most people.Fi /5 # H B R BN 1Z7 &




BTRZHA,
7. harvest v. to collect cells or tissue from sb's body for use in medical experiments or
operations SR ( AVRROMAREERLEL , LAUBEESSSTIRE )

e.g. She had her eggs harvested and frozen for her own future use. {fFFEERET
3k REELAEIISRER.
8. consent n. iF8];721F If you give your consent to something, you give someone permission to
do it.

e.g. Can my child be medically examined without my consent?8EA~2 F kB E R X F A% F ¢
TR
9. compliance n. the practice of obeying rules or requests made by people in authority iz
M5 A ;B

e.g. Safety measures were carried out in compliance with paragraph 6 of the building
regulations. . BERRFNHFERISE 6 55 ¥ REFEE.
Sentence
But in recent years, stung_by international criticism,_it has been trying both to reduce executions
and to end the harvesting_of organs from executed prisoners without their, or their families’,
consent.
=+ it has been trying_both to reduce executions and to end the harvesting_of organs
without their,_or their families’, consent

REHEIAEEBSHAIN, BEMTES, BEERMH consent X BEENIEM

The number of executions is almost certainly falling, even if it remains far higher
than in the rest of the world. The government does not release data, but the Dui
Hua Foundation, an American NGO, reckons there were around 2,400 executions in
2013, down from 6,500 in 2007. In spite of the impact this has had on organ supply,
the government still seems keen to sever the grim link between hospitals and courts
that allows wealthy (or well-connected) patients to use organs from condemned
prisoners. In theory, the rules mean that hospitals will be able to obtain only organs
donated by volunteers to a national organ-bank.

Vocab
1. foundation n. £%£% A foundation is an organization which provides money for a special
purpose such as research or charity.

e.g. ...the National Foundation for Educational Research. EEH B R EE S
2. sever v. =break off to completely end a relationship or all communication with sb
% ; rhir

e.g. The two countries have severed all diplomatic links.FER T —)IMEKEK,
3. grim adj. FEIRRY; L ARIRRY; 1EACEREY; £ AMLAIZESHY A situation or piece of
information that is grim is unpleasant, depress ing, and difficult to accept.

e.g. They painted a grim picture of growing crime... {11354 T IEFE R EAHI IR B2,
4. well-connected adj. having important or rich friends or relatives SIAESEEEER LR
B ; HRXFKIERERY
5. condemned adj. ##IZEMIAY A condemned man or woman is going to be executed.

e.g. ...prison officers who had sat with the condemned man during his last days.7£ 38 JEA &

[FRIHFEEEIMAIIE

The bank was set up in 2010, partly to fight corruption in the organ-allocation
system by making it less haphazard. It was slow to get going: by the end of 2014 it



had received only about 8,000 organs from deceased volunteer-donors (it is not
clear if this includes organs from executed prisoners; there is little incentive for
court officials to force death-row inmates to give assent if the organs are given to a
bank rather than to somebody willing to pay). But in January and February alone
nearly 1,000 were donated, thanks to the linking of more provinces to the bank’s
network. The head of the government’s organ-donation committee, Huang Jiefu,
believes the bank will receive more than 10,000 organs this year. That is about as
many as the number of transplants carried out annually, but a fraction of the
300,000 needed.

Vocab
1. allocation n. DEc#); HECEL; (J38) XUIRFRIA An allocation is an amount of something,
especially money, that is given to a particular person or used for a particular purpose.

e.g. The aid allocation for Pakistan was still under review...}k 44 B 2 HriBOIEEN ) R E B L S
H,
2. haphazard adj. with no particular order or plan; not organized well ToF#FY ; FTitkl
89 ; BLRELAY

e.g. The books had been piled on the shelves in a haphazard fashion. %8 FRIBIERIE
ZELTCFF.
3. deceased adj. dead FEXTHY ; BFERY ; T-HIAY

e.g. her deceased parents {thEHAINEE
4. incentive n. something that encourages you to do sth i ; R ; S/

e.g. tax incentives to encourage savings s%FIfEESHITIKEE NS
5. death-row n. (Y%%iX5#Y) JEREX If someone is on death row, they are in the part of a prison
which contains the cells for criminals who have been sentenced to death.

e.g. Most death row inmates avoid execution for many years by filing several appeals. X Z%i%E
NBE H#TEUR _ EIRETRIBT B T 2,
6. inmate n. RINEE;WEIC;(F518RFTRY)EREE The inmates of a prison or mental hospital are
the prisoners or patients who are living there.
7. fraction n. a small part or amount of sth /\&fp ; V& ; —=JL

e.g. Only a small fraction of a bank's total deposits will be withdrawn at any one

time. {HARME , —RIRTHDFRRAELESHIREL

Persuading the public to donate remains a problem. Many Chinese adhere to a
traditional belief that the body has to be kept intact to show respect for ancestors.
A senior official at a provincial branch of the Red Cross Society of China, the
agency responsible for the donor scheme, says that a lucrative backdoor trade in
executed prisoners’ organs will be hard to stop. He says hospitals, middlemen and
court officials all benefit from it. They have often ignored a regulation passed in
2007 that requires consent from a deceased donor’s family.

Vocab
1. adhere ad'here to sth (formal) to behave according to a particular law, rule,
set of instructions, etc.; to follow a particular set of beliefs or a fixed way of doing sth &
BT, BE (R AE. B B %)

e.g. For ten months he adhered to a strict no-fat low-salt diet. +/NB Ft™& RFHLE
R DERIRE.
2. provincial adj. IIAYHY; SFIEAY; TEHY If you describe someone or something as provingcial,



you disapprove of them because you think that they are old-fashioned and boring.

e.g. He decided to revamp the company's provincial image...ftt) R IO— A SRS EFRIFC .
3. lucrative adj. producing a large amount of money; making a large profit BAsHY ; TKF!
ZH

e.g. a lucrative business/ contract/ market FjEFEENES SE/TiH
4. backdoor adj. fiffiEER; F~1EZHAY; SR You can use backdoor to describe an action or
process if you disapprove of it because you think it has been done in a secret, indirect, or
dishonest way.

e.g. He did the backdoor deals that allowed the government to get its budget through
Parliament on time...ft B HER S EBRATERI BT TIXEHE,
5. middleman n. a person or a company that buys goods from the company that makes
them and sells them to sb else AR ; L5

e.g. Buy direct from the manufacturer and cut out the middleman.EENEF 5l
L, SydHhEms.
Sentence
A senior official at a provincial branch of the Red Cross Society of China, the agency responsible
for the donor scheme, says that a lucrative backdoor trade in executed prisoners’ organs will be
hard to stop.
F+F: A senior official says that...
at a provincial branch of the Red Cross Society of China 2% official HJ{&
the agency responsible for the donor scheme #HAN1EZXS the Red Cross Society of China HIf#
s
MBEIB: alucrativebackdoor trade will be hard to stop.
FRBAOX BEEAANE7EXEIER, in executed prisoners’ organs XAHMEEERIFRIB M E MR
BIEM

The government now appears to be suggesting it will get serious about a rule
issued in 2013 which threatens hospitals with cancellation_of their licences if they
use organs other than those from the bank. One doctor says a small number of
transplants performed at his hospital last year still involved prisoners’ organs from
outside the network. Mr Huang of the organ-donation committee admits that much
work remains to be done.

Vocab
1. cancellation n. [U, C] a decision to stop sth that has already been arranged from
happening; a statement that sth will not happen BB ; 55

e.g. We need at least 24 hours' notice of cancellation. II8XEGE , BE/IERI 24 N\I+E
.
2. committee n. a group of people who are chosen, usually by a larger group, to make
decisions or to deal with a particular subject ZER%

e.g. She's on the management committee. HH{FEEERSER.
Sentence
The government now appears to be suggesting it will get serious about a rule issued in 2013
which threatens hospitals with cancellation of their licences if they use organs other than those
from the bank.
GFE, £F: The government now appears to be suggesting
(that)it will get serious about a rule issued BIEIEIE T that, iXE it 245X E1E the government
which threatens hospitals with cancellation of their licences iIXE which B9%1T1a=2 a rule




From the print edition: China

Organ transplants
Spare the bullet

EHBH: A

Officials try to curb the use of organs from executed prisoners.
B IEXE B 2R FIBEIN 28

Transplant operations in China have long relied on organs taken from executed prisoners,
a practice that has led to such abuses as the timing of executions to meet organ demand,
with no notification of relatives. As by far the world's biggest user of the death penalty,
China could count on an abundant—if still far from adequate —supply. But in recent years,
stung by international criticism, it has been trying both to reduce executions and to end the
harvesting of organs from executed prisoners without their, or their families', consent.
Since January 1st the government has insisted that no such organs be used for
transplants. Ensuring compliance, however, will be difficult.
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The number of executions is almost certainly falling, even if it remains far higher than in
the rest of the world. The government does not release data, but the Dui Hua Foundation,
an American NGO, reckons there were around 2,400 executions in 2013, down from 6,500
in 2007. In spite of the impact this has had on organ supply, the government still seems
keen to sever the grim link between hospitals and courts that allows wealthy (or well-
connected) patients to use organs from condemned prisoners. In theory, the rules mean
that hospitals will be able to obtain only organs donated by volunteers to a national organ-
bank.
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The bank was set up in 2010, partly to fight corruption in the organ-allocation system by
making it less haphazard. It was slow to get going: by the end of 2014 it had received only
about 8,000 organs from deceased volunteer-donors (it is not clear if this includes organs
from executed prisoners; there is little incentive for court officials to force death-row
inmates to give assent if the organs are given to a bank rather than to somebody willing to
pay) . But in January and February alone nearly 1,000 were donated, thanks to the linking
of more provinces to the bank's network. The head of the government's organ-donation



committee, Huang Jiefu, believes the bank will receive more than 10,000 organs this year.
That is about as many as the number of transplants carried out annually, but a fraction of
the 300,000 needed.
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Persuading the public to donate remains a problem. Many Chinese adhere to a traditional
belief that the body has to be kept intact to show respect for ancestors. A senior official at
a provincial branch of the Red Cross Society of China, the agency responsible for the
donor scheme, says that a lucrative backdoor trade in executed prisoners' organs will be
hard to stop. He says hospitals, middlemen and court officials all benefit from it. They have
often ignored a regulation passed in 2007 that requires consent from a deceased donor's
family.
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The government now appears to be suggesting it will get serious about a rule issued in
2013 which threatens hospitals with cancellation of their licenses if they use organs other
than those from the bank. One doctor says a small number of transplants performed at his
hospital last year still involved prisoners' organs from outside the network. Mr Huang of the
organ-donation committee admits that much work remains to be done.
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