04.24-Chinese Braille

Chinese Braille
Feeling their way

Blind people in China struggle with more than just their disability
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Vocab
1. Braille Fa3EMHEX (=5%) Braille is a system of printing for blind people. The letters are
printed as groups of raised dots that you can feel with your fingers.
2. disability n. (B3R, 1H5%, TREAE A disability is a permanent injury, iliness, or physical
or mental condition that tends to restrict the way that someone can live their life.

e.g. Facilities for people with disabilities are still insufficient.{#{55% A T{ERIZENAEZ .,

AS MILLIONS of Chinese high-school students took their university-entrance exams
on June 7th, the education ministry received a freedom-of-information request. It
asked how many blind students had sat the exam, known as the gaokao, since
2008. In that year a legal change required papers to be offered to the sightless in
Braille or with aural help through a computer. Why, the request’s eight blind
submitters wanted to know, was the law being ignored?

Vocab
1. freedom-of-information n. the right to see any information that a government has about
people and organizations (E2EHH , KEH (ERBFMEEEXARKRERNEEIIMN
)
2. sightless adj. HAFMAY;5BBH9; 5/ Someone who is sightless is blind.
e.g. He wiped a tear from his sightless eyes.ft MEZ 7 F9AREE B IRE T —EEK,
3. aural adj. connected with hearing and listening 0F52gY ; 0FAY
e.g. aural and visual images #ITE%
4. submitter n. Z1EE; BRA (EF.Zsubmit)
Sentence
It asked how many blind students had sat the exam, known as the gaokao, since 2008.
F+: it asked...
known as the gaokao 237 the exam HIfERR, EAIE

China has 17m visually impaired people, including 6m who are completely blind.
Few receive a basic education, let alone make it to university. There are just 22
schools for the blind, with a total of 1,500 pupils. The government regards massage
as the default vocation for the blind. Some 17,000 were trained for the profession
last year. Out of China’s 2,000 universities, only three admit blind students. All of
them are in Shanghai.

Vocab
1. impaired adj. damaged or not functioning normally RHY ; IRIAHY ; HER
e.g. impaired vision/ memory SRS /1212]



2. let alone PHR-CONJ-COORD (BERBESEME) 218, EHliR, EAMAX Let alone is
used after a statement, usually a negative one, to indicate that the statement is even more true of
the person, thing, or situation that you are going to mention next.

e.g. ltis incredible that the 12-year-old managed to even reach the pedals, let alone drive the

car 125 ML FEEREIBIREL R A BN, MEARBRAET .
3. massage n. the action of rubbing and pressing a person's body with the hands to
reduce pain in the muscles and joints &EE

e.g. Massage will help the pain. IZEREREESR.

For blind people in China, as elsewhere, Braille is the key to literacy. But the
peculiarities of the language make it even more difficult for Chinese people to use.
Chinese has tens of thousands of characters. Their monosyllabic pronunciations
can be rendered in Roman letters using a system called pinyin. Chinese in Braille is
based on pinyin, not characters. But the language is replete with homophones. The
four tones of Mandarin Chinese, as well as context, help to eliminate ambiguities.
But not always. (In conversation Chinese occasionally use a finger to trace a
character on the palm of the hand to indicate which character is meant.) Blind
students are at a further disadvantage if they are used to pronouncing characters in
their local dialect, rather than in the Mandarin pronunciation rendered by pinyin.

Vocab
1. literacy n. the ability to read and write IE5 8¢
e.g. a campaign to promote adult literacy 28R ANKFERIEE
2. peculiarity n. 4452 4b; 451%; M4 A peculiarity is a characteristic or quality which belongs
or relates only to one person or thing.
e.g. Each nation can have its own peculiarities when it comes to doing business. &> E &4
ENHEE SR,
3. monosyllabic adj. having only one syllable &R
e.g. a monosyllabic word BBET51a
4. render v. ~sth (as sth) | ~sth (into sth) to express sth in a different language ( FHAE
HIES ) ®™X ; #F ; 1B.IFW
e.g. The Italian phrase can be rendered as 'l did my best'. XNMNBEAFIEREIEATLAZE
NEROT" .
5. replete adj. ~ (with sth) (formal) filled with sth; with a full supply of sth /% ; =&
e.g. literature replete with drama and excitement FiF S KRB DN Z/ER
6. homophone n. (IBEZHH) BEERZHFX3F In linguistics, homophones are words with
different meanings which are pronounced in the same way but are spelled differently. For
example, 'write' and 'right' are homophones.
7. eliminate v. ~ sth/ sb (from sth) to remove or get rid of sth/ sb HEf& ; &% ; Bf&
e.g. Credit cards eliminate the need to carry a lot of cash. B T{EREMARESIEHRESI
8. palm n. the inner surface of the hand between the wrist and the fingers F£ ; F1»
e.g. He held the bird gently in the palm of his hand ftBE/ SR EZ2MITEZEL),
9. dialect 5 5;ith /5 1&; T 1% A dialect is a form of a language that is spoken in a particular area.
e.g. They began to speak rapidly in dialect. {17 4a U1 E IR i 5 1E SR,

Han Ping,_a specialist in blind education at Beijing_ Union University, says the
government needs to do more. It should start, she says, by making sure that blind




students are able to sit the gaokao. “There should be no problem, technically, with
translating a test paper into Braille,” she says. But universities and local officials
lack motivation to help.

Vocab
1. technically adv. according to the exact meaning, facts etc. fRIBFETIEN D ; TASIRABEESC
ih

e.g. Technically (speaking), the two countries are still at war. &R , XFETEIL
tk.
2. motivation n. &/7;3% & Your motivation for doing something is what causes you to want to do
it.

e.g. Money is my motivation... &% 2 #5117,
Sentence
Han Ping,_a specialist in blind education at Beijing_Union University, says the government needs
to do more.

a specialist in blind education at Beijing_Union University i N\1&R 7, BERFRXTA

In 2002 Ren Zhengshao, then a student in Shanghai, was able to take the gaokao
only after submitting a plea to the city government. He and two classmates became
the first students in China to sit the exam in Braille. Mr Ren is now a teacher. Since
then only 60 blind students have entered the city’s three blind-friendly universities.
The education ministry has told the group asking for more statistics to approach
local governments instead. Navigating bureaucracy is arduous for all Chinese.

Vocab
1. plea n.~ (for sth) an urgent emotional request 53K ; BX

e.g. She made an impassioned plea for help. ftt2fI#EkED,
2. statistic n. LT (5% $]) Statistics are facts which are obtained from analysing
information expressed in numbers, for example information about the number of times that
something happens.

e.g. Official statistics show real wages declining by 24%...E /5 41T 8 7 RALIR L& NET
24%,
3. bureaucracy n. EfEfEX; EfE=E X Bureaucracy refers to all the rules and procedures
followed by government departments and similar organizations, especially when you think that
these are complicated and cause long delays.

e.g. People usually complain about having to deal with too much bureaucracy. A {1 & @&
TBANT K ZEXET,
4. arduous adj. H¥R; IRERY; % IHI Something that is arduous is difficult and tiring, and
involves a lot of effort.

e.g. The task was more arduous than he had calculated. ;XIE S LA G ITHIERES S,
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Blind people in China struggle with more than just their disability.
FErh BN RO B SR

AS MILLIONS of Chinese high-school students took their university-entrance exams on
June 7th, the education ministry received a freedom-of-information request. It asked how
many blind students had sat the exam, known as the gaokao, since 2008. In that year a
legal change required papers to be offered to the sightless in Braille or with aural help
through a computer. Why, the request's eight blind submitters wanted to know, was the law
being ignored?
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China has 17m visually impaired people, including 6m who are completely blind. Few
receive a basic education, let alone make it to university. There are just 22 schools for the
blind, with a total of 1,500 pupils. The government regards massage as the default
vocation for the blind. Some 17,000 were trained for the profession last year. Out of
China's 2,000 universities, only three admit blind students. All of them are in Shanghai.
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For blind people in China, as elsewhere, Braille is the key to literacy. But the peculiarities
of the language make it even more difficult for Chinese people to use. Chinese has tens of
thousands of characters. Their monosyllabic pronunciations can be rendered in Roman
letters using a system called pinyin. Chinese in Braille is based on pinyin, not characters.
But the language is replete with homophones. The four tones of Mandarin Chinese, as well
as context, help to eliminate ambiguities. But not always. In conversation Chinese
occasionally use a finger to trace a character on the palm of the hand to indicate which
character is meant. Blind students are at a further disadvantage if they are used to
pronouncing characters in their local dialect, rather than in the Mandarin pronunciation
rendered by pinyin.
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Han Ping, a specialist in blind education at Beijing Union University, says the government

needs to do more. It should start, she says, by making sure that blind students are able to
sit the gaokao. “There should be no problem, technically, with translating a test paper into



Braille,” she says. But universities and local officials lack motivation to help.
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In 2002 Ren Zhengshao, then a student in Shanghai, was able to take the gaokao only
after submitting a plea to the city government. He and two classmates became the first
students in China to sit the exam in Braille. Mr Ren is now a teacher. Since then only 60
blind students have entered the city's three blind-friendly universities. The education
ministry has told the group asking for more statistics to approach local governments
instead. Navigating bureaucracy is arduous for all Chinese.
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