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Women and the property market
Married to the mortgage

Are high house prices hurting women more than men?
Jul 13th 2013 | BEIJING | From the print edition

Vocab
1. mortgage n. EEIEHEIFR A mortgage is a loan of money which you get from a bank or
building society in order to buy a house.

e.g. ...an increase in mortgage rates./E E IR X FIRAVIES

CHINA’'s communists attacked many bourgeois institutions after taking power in
1949. But marriage was not one of them. On the contrary, they enacted a marriage
law in 1950, four years before they introduced a constitution. The pressure to marry
remains heavy in today’s China, where almost 80% of adults have tied the knot_at
some point, compared with only 68% in America. But today, in contrast to the
1950s, marriage is bound up with another bourgeois institution: property.

Vocab
1. bourgeois adj. =petit bourgeois belonging to the middle class F/=ZAY
e.g. a traditional bourgeois family —/MEZHIFF=M R ZEE
2. institution n. J{&;#E An institution is a custom or system that is considered an important or
typical feature of a particular society or group, usually because it has existed for a long time.
e.g. | believe in the institution of marriage. FBSIEHFIE .
3. on the contrary n. (51th)E&, IEHEKR
4. constitution n. the system of laws and basic principles that a state, a country or an
organization is governed by Zgi% ; =fg
e.g. your right to vote under the constitution 1R¥EZEERTIHBAUIEZMR
5. tie the knot PHRASE %ZiE 454 4515 If you say that two people tie the knot, you mean that
they get married.
e.g. Len tied the knot with Kate five years ago.3k 255 gif1F4F 4518
6. bound up with [JJ[RIXJll bound 'up with sth closely connected with sth FIEEZ{IEX
e.g. From that moment my life became inextricably bound up with hers. \Ef—Zll#2 ,
MEmHAIME TR 2.
7. property n. land and buildings A<z&fir= ; Bt~
e.g. The price of property has risen enormously. EFEAINEKIRELEF 7.
Sentence
The pressure to marry remains heavy in today’s China, where almost 80% of adults have tied the
knot at some point, compared with only 68% in America.
ZEF: The pressure remains heavy.
where almost 80% of adults X where 517152 today’s China
compared with X2 EEIRAIISHRAY 80% of adults

In China mortgages often precede marriages. According to popular belief, if a man



and his family cannot buy property he will struggle to find a bride. In choosing a
husband, three-quarters of women consider his ability to provide a home, according
to a recent survey of young people in China’s coastal cities by Horizon China, a
Beijing-based market-research firm. Even if a woman herself dismisses this
criterion, her family and friends, not to mention the country’s estate agents, will not
let her forget it.

Vocab
1. precede v. to happen before sth or come before sth/ sb in order 7£... ZRI&% ( 3¢
m) ;7&F

e.g. She preceded me in the job. ftb2FIX T/EHIRTE.
2. coastal adj. of or near a coast ;588 ; FILEFEN

e.g. coastal waters/ resorts/ scenery ;5K ; iSEM/ XS
3. dismiss v. =wave aside ~ sb/ sth (as sth) to decide that sb/ sth is not important and
not worth thinking or talking about ~F%%E ; #FFH ; .. AB—IE

e.g. The suggestion should not be dismissed out of hand (= without thinking
about it ) XN 2 B AR
4. criterion n. a standard or principle by which sth is judged, or with the help of which a
decision is made (FAIEIERER ) frfE , ER , R

e.g. What criteria are used for assessing a student's ability? F{+ARNEEE— N NELER
ReS?
5. estate agent n. BHhf=424C A An estate agent is someone who works for a company that sells
houses and land for people.

in AM, use EE %15 Realtor, real estate agent

“Naked marriages”, as property-less ones are known, are endorsed by increasing
numbers of young_people. But as they get older, their attitudes may regress faster
than society’s progress. One 28-year-old Beijing woman married her husband after
falling in love with him at college. But “if you introduced a man to me now, and he
couldn’t afford a home, | wouldn’t marry him,” she says. “l need to be more realistic.
I’m not a 20-year-old girl.”

Vocab
1. property-less FtlAF=#I (property#JZE{K)
2. endorse V. to say publicly that you support a person, statement or course of
action (7 ) #E , 35F , IAF

e.g. | wholeheartedly endorse his remarks. EcEiptE R AT,
3. regress v. f1R;1B4;1EB1t, When people or things regress, they return to an earlier and less
advanced stage of development.

e.g. Such countries are not 'developing' at all, but regressing. XLEERIEAFZEREF”,
<AL,
4. realistic adj. accepting in a sensible way what it is actually possible to do or achieve in
a particular situation ISLAY ; SCFRAY ; SCEREN

e.g. We have to be realistic about our chances of winning FfiJW/RSCE K2 hitEHA)
RRERTATREME.
Sentence
“Naked marriages”, as property-less ones are known, are endorsed by increasing numbers of

young people.




FF: “Naked marriages” are endorsed by increasing_numbers of young people.

as property-less ones are known XEBEIFENIE, XFiEH KT

by increasing_numbers of young people. ;X2 by v-ing B2 & BIEIAIM SNBSS P IAIRAR R, #E 8 H
ZHERA..

Some economists argue that competition for brides in China’s marriage “market”
helps explain the punishingly high prices in its property market. Houses are least
affordable in those parts of China where men most outnumber women, argue
Shang-jin Wei of Columbia University, Xiaobo Zhang of the International Food Policy
Research Institute and Yin Liu of Tsinghua University (see chart).

Vocab
1. economist n. &% 2 An economist is a person who studies, teaches, or writes about
economics.
2. argue that v. E3K; IAJ9 If you argue that something is true, you state it and give the reasons
why you think it is true.

e.g. It could be argued that the British are not aggressive enough. 7] LA 52 [E] A 125838,
3. bride n. HTE A bride is a woman who is getting married or who has just got married.
4. punishing adj. long and difficult and making you work hard so you become very
tired IRMEIFAR ; S ABEIDRAY

e.g. The President has a punishing schedule for the next six months. &5 E/~NHN
THERRETDEIC,

adv. BEENNY; IR SFNEFTH:
5. affordable adj. IMEEIEM); ZEALEHER If something is affordable, most people have
enough money to buy it.

e.g. The company makes wearable, beautifully cut clothes at affordable prices.iX 3 /A 5] 4 =42
AME. IMEENBMESENRS.
6. outnumber v. (fEEtE L) EfE, EE...Z If one group of people or
things outnumbers another, the first group has more people or things in it than the second
group.

e.g. ...a town where men outnumber women four to one... B4 EE 214 2 3 AL R

Men (and their families) splash out on property to improve their position in the
marriage queue. But that merely forces other men to spend more in response.
Unmarried men are locked in a Darwinian race, the economists argue. Overpriced
homes are like the extravagant plumage of a peacock, an eye-catching
encumbrance that only the most resourceful males can put on display.

Vocab
1. splash out on M8 splash 'out (on sth) | splash sthe'out (on/ for

sth) (BrE, informal) to spend a lot of money on sth 16 KERR ( SEEYIS )

e.g. He splashed out hundreds of pounds on designer clothes. {4 7 /LB R ELZ 2R
=
2. queue n. (RERIENESMHFF)KTI, 1+BA If you say there is a queue of people who want
to do or have something, you mean that a lot of people are waiting for an opportunity to do it or
have it.

e.g. Manchester United would be at the front of a queue of potential buyers...7£ 4Rk ZEERIL R
, SETFEANEHIE REI,



3. Darwinian race n. 35REEBMNRHE ARNEEFE
4. extravagant adj. costing a lot more money than you can afford or is necessary 3 F 85
Y
e.g. an extravagant present SBEAILYD
5. plumage n. (5#]) £5JJFE Abird's plumage is all the feathers on its bodly.
6. peacock n. a large male bird with long blue and green tail feathers that it can spread
out like a fan L&
e.g. as proud as a peacock FLEERRIIF{E
7. eye-catching adj. #88R89; 5| AS¥ BRI Something that is eye-catching is very noticeable.
e.g. ...a series of eye-catching ads.— R ¥IIERMI &
8. encumbrance n. 2 ;[&15; 2 %% An encumbrance is something or someone that encumbers
you.
e.g. Magdalena considered the past an irrelevant encumbrance. F3& A& MRS KX EEEAME
TR,
9. resourceful adj. BE ZIEAY;HERY;77E Z A Someone who is resourceful is good at finding
ways of dealing with problems.
e.g. Her mother was a resourceful and energetic woman.ith&#F 2 — 1 EE ZE. BHHHE

Ao

The burden of home-buying thus falls heavily on unmarried men. But it is no longer
confined to them. Women and their families now contribute to their partner’s home
purchases in 70% of cases, according to Horizon China’s research. They help out
both because they must—couples have to pool their resources to afford coastal
China’s pricey homes—and because they can. Young women are earning more and
receiving more help from their parents, for whom they are often now the only child.

Vocab
1. home-buying the stress of home-buying: SL589/%£/] The burden of home-buying EEHY
2R
2. confine v. ~ sb/ sth to sth [often passive] to keep sb/ sth inside the limits of a particular
activity, subject, area, etc. [R# ; fRE

e.g. | will confine myself to looking at the period from 1900 to 1916 FIGIEEHCEEEMN
SEEIFRETE 1900 &= 1916 SFXERATEILAA.
3. pricey adj. M&=HY; EBE2AY If you say that something is pricey, you mean that it is
expensive.
4. help out PHRASAL VERB #gi&zhia Z5Ef)... 5, f&845. .. If you help someone out, you help
them by doing some work for them or by lending them some money.

e.g. | help out with the secretarial work... FZ8 & HLEihP T1E,
5. pool v. to collect money, information, etc. from different people so that it can be used
by all of them SEHHIR ( BiifHlE )

e.g. The students work individually, then pool their ideas in groups of six. 455k
TIE, EASA—HBRROE.
Sentence
They help out both because they must—couples have to pool their resources to afford coastal
China’s pricey homes—and because they can.
EF: They help out both XEH# both Z3%& couples
—couples have to pool their resources to afford coastal China’s pricey homes IX2R{EE, A1t
pool TEXEERNiE, EHHRFNER




—and because they can #7549, because ~A2i&id, FTLAFEE and FiFIE,

The machismo of mortgages

Although most women now contribute to the purchase of the home, only 30% of
married women add their name to the title certificate, according to Horizon China’s
research. Leta Hong Fincher, a sociologist at Tsinghua University, worries that
“many Chinese women are shut out of what may be the biggest accumulation of
residential wealth in history.”

Vocab
1. machismo n. BFX5#; KB FE X You use machismo to refer to men's behaviour or
attitudes when they are very conscious and proud of their masculinity.

e.g. Hooky, naturally, has to prove his machismo by going on the scariest rides twice. A& B %A
FATHR AT I LFERKRIM—TECSHNEFXEHT .
2. certificate n. an official document that may be used to prove that the facts it states are
trueilEBs ; UEEAH

e.g. a birth/ marriage/ death certificate 4 /451&/FETIERA
3. shut out PHRASAL VERB #Ei&zhia 1£... BEFR7ES} If you shut someone out of something, you
prevent them from having anything to do with it.

e.g. She is very reclusive, to the point of shutting me out of her life... i iBHZ=E, AZEFHHR
A TE Z S,
4. accumulation n. #FR;FRE;FAER Accumulation is the collecting together of things over a
period of time.

e.g. The rate of accumulation decreases with time.f3 2 #)3& E [EE |5 1€,

More women are trying to add their name to this wealth. Of those married after
2006, 37% have succeeded. Their efforts gained new urgency in 2011 when the
Supreme Court clarified the divorce rules. Each party, it said, would keep the
property registered in their name, after compensating_their ex for any contributions
to the mortgage.

Vocab
1. clarify v. to make sth clearer or easier to understand FEE SR 1E ; [EA ; &5
e.g. to clarify a situation/ problem/ issue &&{&5/ A&
2. compensate v. ¥i#h;%M2 If you compensate for a lack of something or for something you
have done wrong, you do something to make the situation better.
e.g. The company agreed to keep up high levels of output in order to compensate for supplies

lost.. XRABRERIGSTENIRMER ERFRVIRO,

Sentence

Each party,_it said, would keep the property registered in their name, after compensating_their ex
for any contributions to the mortgage.

FF: it said

would keep the property registered in their name ¥$&5 it 1R FEXEM L,

after compensating_their ex for any contributions to the mortgage X2 after B EMEE...2EHM
BRE7T, BINzBrEspi kTS PmamtbtlrM=zzE

But joint registration of property faces bureaucratic and social obstacles. One
woman interviewed by Ms Hong Fincher contributed heavily to the down-payment



on a home and insisted on registering it in both names. But her boyfriend’s mother
begged her to drop her demand, pointing out that the bride-to-be outearned him
and was more likely to leave him than vice versa. Joint-ownership would be a
further blow to his pride.

Vocab
1. bureaucratic adj. BEfEUH; EHE X H Bureaucratic means involving complicated rules and
procedures which can cause long delays.

e.g. The department has become a bureaucratic nightmare.iZ&[ TR EHEIEXIEE =&,
2. obstacle n. [EfS; HE¥M; FHES You can refer to anything that makes it difficult for you to do
something as an obstacle .

e.g. To succeed, you must learn to overcome obstacles. /71 < 7 iR F M BERL TN
3. down-payment n. a sum of money that is given as the first part of a larger
payment ( DHAOREY ) BHAORK ; g€ ; &€

e.g. We are saving for a down payment on a house. E{JE#EES(TLENETS.
4. drop v. {Z1E;221F ;53 If you drop an idea, course of action, or habit, you do not continue with
it.

e.g. Many nations still had not dropped sanctions against South Africa. 1R Z E R iF5 5 & L7
AFRIHIEL .
5. bride-to-be n. #FTIR A bride-to-be is a woman who is soon going to be married.
6. vice versa adv. used to say that the opposite of what you have just said is also true &
ERtE—HF  RZIFA

e.g. You can cruise from Cairo to Aswan or vice versa (= also from Aswan to Cairo).{R

BILSREEM T B R ZUPIHREE | BT LAMBIEREERSEIFS.

In principle, the law entitles a divorced wife to compensation for her mortgage
contributions, even if the family home was not registered in her name. But women
do not always document their home payments. And even if they pay nothing
towards a mortgage, they may still pay a lot towards other household expenses, Ms
Hong Fincher points out. In many cases, the man can afford the mortgage only
because the woman takes care of the fittings, furnishings and many other
expenses.

Vocab
1. compensation n. (3AF]E[5HY)*M= If something is some compensation for something bad
that has happened, it makes you feel better.

e.g. Helen gained some compensation for her earlier defeat by winning the final open class.../8
CELAFHRFREM, XNmBEILNEBEE—FM=,
2. expense n. money spent in doing a particular job, or for a particular purposeFf3z ; 7%
#; #F8

e.g. living/ household/ medical/ legal, etc. expenses &5EF#MA ;| KEFX ; EF. 2If
&R
3. fitting n. (IR&. REFMN)/)NEH, K4, ZFH A fitting is one of the smaller parts on the
outside of a piece of equipment or furniture, for example a handle or a tap.

e.g. He has made fittings for antique cars.fth 445 EFIEIT B4,

“Home ownership defines masculinity,” Ms Hong Fincher says. Often a couple’s
finances are arranged so that the husband can take all the pride of owning the



home, even if, in reality, his wife is jointly supporting the household. A dutiful wife
may feel obliged to bolster his pretence. In China,_ macho_posturing_is another
bubble that has yet to burst.

Vocab
1. masculinity n. BF5#;FENI S Masculinity means the qualities, especially sexual qualities,
which are considered to be typical of men.

e.g. The old ideas of masculinity do not work for most men. 3§ F A Z B A KR, *FBFSH
MNEENRUEEABERT .
2. reality n. the true situation and the problems that actually exist in life, in contrast to
how you would like life to be TSC ; SCFRIER

e.g. You're out of touch with reality. {REZE TIUSE,

in reality SEfRE; BXE
3. dutiful adj. =obedient doing everything that you are expected to do; willing to obey and
to show respect/RERAY ; IWARY ; FEERRY

e.g. a dutiful daughter/ son/ wife Z|[NZ) /)L F ; FENEZF
4. bolster v. to improve sth or make it stronger 2 ; l5&

e.g. to bolster sb's confidence/ courage/ morale IEINEARNEGE L/ ES/T5
5. pretence n. {BRZE; M{E; Hiifi A pretence is an action or way of behaving that is intended to
make people believe something that is not true.

e.g. Welland made a pretence of writing a note in his pad...5s ={REEESEE LHIZEIC,
6. macho adj. male in an aggressive way KEFS5H ; EFNH

e.g. macho pride/ posturing XEFANNEHM ZEE
7. posturing n. behaviour that is not natural or sincere but is intended to attract attention
or to have a particular effect fifER9ZELE ; 1HIRIERS ; BRI
Sentence
In China, macho posturing_is another bubble that has yet to burst.
XE)1RE BB macho posturing AT INBBARBFEN, RBIEABFENERI—DERBRA
b7

From the print edition: China

http://www.economist.com/news/china/21581759-are-high-house-prices-hurting-
women-more-men-married-mortgage

Women and the property market
Married to the mortgage

SR RS

Are high house prices hurting women more than men?
g LR L S P B R

CHINA's communists attacked many bourgeois institutions after taking power in 1949. But
marriage was not one of them. On the contrary, they enacted a marriage law in 1950, four
years before they introduced a constitution. The pressure to marry remains heavy in
today's China, where almost 80% of adults have tied the knot at some point, compared
with only 68% in America. But today, in contrast to the 1950s, marriage is bound up with


http://www.economist.com/news/china/21581759-are-high-house-prices-hurting-women-more-men-married-mortgage

another bourgeois institution: property.

T ILAE1 9494 TG IBUG . B4 TV 2 58 P M B BRARRE ] o AELHS AR 1R 1 B 7E o
FASL, MATHE1OB0MEREMIAG T «<HSWHEY , LSRR R T 44 4 v [ A IS I F g Ak
IHRK, PTBO%MHI AR N B — B AEME S LR A5 S . MTESRE , X — B 68%. R HLAE
RIS IR T AEAAAREL . 27 — 5" R TR RS B

In China mortgages often precede marriages. According to popular belief, if a man and his
family cannot buy property he will struggle to find a bride. In choosing a husband, three-
quarters of women consider his ability to provide a home, according to a recent survey of
young people in China's coastal cities by Horizon China, a Beijing-based market-research
firm. Even if a woman herself dismisses this criterion, her family and friends, not to
mention the country's estate agents, will not let her forget it.

TERE, HEERAEEMSETII G e EREE R, IR A5 ARMB R 5 E LA
P LI E EHER o ARYEAL R — TS0 2 ) AL o e 0 i 4 e N ) i 5
i, Wz R e EE AN . BRI ERE T . BIE—A 2 N A EAEF XA
PrE . MR WAGEAT H B B B 7 i AN ik e

"Naked marriages", as property-less ones are known, are endorsed by increasing numbers
of young people. But as they get older, their attitudes may regress faster than society's
progress. One 28-year-old Beijing woman married her husband after falling in love with
him at college. But "if you introduced a man to me now, and he couldn't afford a home, |
wouldn't marry him," she says. "l need to be more realistic. I'm not a 20-year-old girl."

BIS — — R T 4508, IERHOR S (4R NPT AT . (BEEE M IT4RR IR, HASE
AR IR 3 B2 U A 2 Wi BE R 3 IR R . — (22853 B LSt VBRI S RAE R AARAR . ZJR450S. (H
RIS WMRIERB R AN LRI, i ENK. RLAIL R, R
FE20% /NI 17

Some economists argue that competition for brides in China's marriage "market" helps
explain the punishingly high prices in its property market. Houses are least affordable in
those parts of China where men most outnumber women, argue Shang-jin Wei of
Columbia University, Xiaobo Zhang of the International Food Policy Research Institute and
Yin Liu of Tsinghua University.

TR N, P ESE TSR LR T BB AR A 4 B T AR At 2
EHEHE R B M PR B BORPF S AT TR /N TSR A X E RN, 7 55 1L
B TRV, P o LIRS .

Men (and their families) splash out on property to improve their position in the marriage
queue. But that merely forces other men to spend more in response. Unmarried men are
locked in a Darwinian race, the economists argue. Overpriced homes are like the
extravagant plumage of a peacock, an eye-catching encumbrance that only the most
resourceful males can put on display.

B (BHZFEN) KEELE. D& H CTEERX R KPR HES . HX H e SECHAR TE 5
HHEZELD, REZEE. BFERR, RIFHEPORAESE N BREN T A H
Wo WM IMEFLER X, 5INIREREE R R E A, WA 5 R 3 W A R
&R



The burden of home-buying thus falls heavily on unmarried men. But it is no longer
confined to them. Women and their families now contribute to their partner's home
purchases in 70% of cases, according to Horizon China's research. They help out both
because they must—couples have to pool their resources to afford coastal China's pricey
homes—and because they can. Young women are earning more and receiving more help
from their parents, for whom they are often now the only child.

TS G ) ) B B YA RIS PR B Lo TTEX DN F R AT R FH . E R 20
HIBESE R, 7T0%MIISIR . Ltk R HRER 7 5 T W s 1 1o X Aaflie—J7 T B
RN, S RIEAG AR IR, SRR B, 55— 7 i B i T A g

Rl FRIMHRE, LGN ES , B2 % h i L.

Although most women now contribute to the purchase of the home, only 30% of married
women add their name to the title certificate, according to Horizon China's research. Leta
Hong Fincher, a sociologist at Tsinghua University, worries that “many Chinese women are
shut out of what may be the biggest accumulation of residential wealth in history.”

FRARE b E LT 2 R AT IS, BRI 2otk K Bl 7otk . Horh 20U 30% 0 N RETE
FrEiE B % . 1EH A HLETA HONG FINCHER#H.O: "R & E Lt gix — o Bk
E 0 RARFEZ 151

More women are trying to add their name to this wealth. Of those married after 2006, 37%
have succeeded. Their efforts gained new urgency in 2011 when the Supreme Court
clarified the divorce rules. Each party, it said, would keep the property registered in their
name, after compensating their ex for any contributions to the mortgage.

WL S N X W B b A 2R 4T . 2006 4F J5 45 15 A 2o, 37% N JE LA
2. 201148, Fmikbedife 7SR5 . XML IR . SRF0HE, IR AT
BT RAEAZ S TP SRR BAME 2 )5 . P T A A R B

But joint registration of property faces bureaucratic and social obstacles. One woman
interviewed by Ms Hong Fincher contributed heavily to the down-payment on a home and
insisted on registering it in both names. But her boyfriend's mother begged her to drop her
demand, pointing out that the bride-to-be outearned him and was more likely to leave him
than vice versa. Joint-ownership would be a further blow to his pride.

HIEHRE & 44 1 B 7 T 6 A7 BRI 2 B LAY . HONG FINCHERSR U5 1 — L1 b bF o
A TARK 80 AT Ve, I R R Po P B AR ERUTT 44 T o SR 5 I ACBE S5 SR I X A
sk, IWHBRARLTT R E L, IR ARMEAATRER T LR, AR SLRE T, BKaE 4
S A UIFE LR E D

In principle, the law entitles a divorced wife to compensation for her mortgage
contributions, even if the family home was not registered in her name. But women do not
always document their home payments. And even if they pay nothing towards a mortgage,
they may still pay a lot towards other household expenses, Ms Hong Fincher points out. In
many cases, the man can afford the mortgage only because the woman takes care of the
fittings, furnishings and many other expenses.

JEIW _ESRE, EEI T T B IS ZE TR R SRR 2 ROAUR] RV 53 AN DL ik 44 T
W o AT N R BE R A R AR AR IE7E K T . HONG FINCERZ 45, RIS it A7
HARSUR TP — R, WMAEHMAERE ISP R Z . RSO, 5B ARG R A
ALTTRTT R E RABET L HABIE



"Home ownership defines masculinity,” Ms Hong Fincher says. Often a couple's finances
are arranged so that the husband can take all the pride of owning the home, even if, in
reality, his wife is jointly supporting the household. A dutiful wife may feel obliged to bolster
his pretence. In China, macho posturing is another bubble that has yet to burst.

‘BRI AN T B N—RKZ EESE”, HONG FINCER 415 . 185 5% B[ A B4 Tt 4
RS R NN, BRI RFE T —RELE TR E. —PMRIRE T fEid
SRTRHEE SRR FEPE, K53 R A& — M AR Kk .



