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Winner takes all: Life is but a stream
China’s new craze for live-streaming

A new way of bringing colour to dreary lives
Feb 9th 2017

Vocab
1. live-streaming n. Ei&
2. dreary adj. JItIAY; IR TCIRAY; S AETERY If you describe something as dreary, you mean that
it is dull and depressing.

e.g. They live such dreary lives.fib {1894 & Q01LE = Ik !
Sentence
Life is but a stream
ﬁ A& Life is but a dream £ AT R —15%

BEREREHLEE, £H A AIR—FKAM

L|fe Stream: £ 2R Az EER: £z

LAST YEAR ZHAO XINLONG, aged 25, and his wife and baby boy moved from his
parents’ farm into a mid-rise apartment in town. It has been a tough adjustment.
Luan County is a rustbelt community on the polluted outskirts of the steel city of
Tangshan in north-east China. Mr Zhao’s monthly income from driving a taxi has
plummeted by more than half in the past couple of years, and he has not found it
easy to make friends in his new abode.

Vocab
1. mid-rise adj. P 5E/
2. adjustment adj. TR E8H) A, ¥ An adjustment is a change in a person's
behaviour or thinking.
e.g. He will have to make major adjustments to his thinking if he is to survive in office. 278{R{*
Xy TE, sl FENE EEHERNESE
3.rust belt n. BRMIX, &KFEH (IBEESH E,Bﬁ)\é%,ﬁli%ﬂ@%lﬂlﬁ@) In the United States

and some other countries, the Rust Belt is a region which used to have a lot of manufacturing
industry, but whose economy is now in difficulty.

e.g. ...in the rust belt of the midwest. I FEERAYEk i Hr
4. outskirts n. T4B; ZFX The outskirts of a city or town are the parts of it that are farthest away
from its centre.

e.g. Hours later we reached the outskirts of New York.E {1/ 1/ \Bd FZI3A T AL HLE,
5. plummet v. &, LERIMIE) BATEL, | If an amount, rate, or price plummets, it
decreases quickly by a large amount.

e.g. In Tokyo share prices have plummeted for the sixth successive day...Zx RN EiELEFE 6K
17 8
6. abode n. the place where sb lives {¥f7 ; =X

e.g. homeless people of no fixed abode (= with no permanent home )ZEZAT[AAA




(IRBEERER )

But when he gets online in the evening, he becomes a different person: Zhao
Long’er, an entertainer. Using Kuaishou, a Chinese video-sharing and live-streaming
app, he broadcasts to a live audience of hundreds, sometimes thousands, of fellow
Chinese every night. Taken together, they add up to more than 100,000. Many of
them are diaosi, people who mockingly_identify themselves as losers in dead-end
jobs. Online he can relate to them, telling them stories, dirty jokes, whatever is on
his mind.

Vocab
1. entertainer n. (IRFRTHE) REZE;Z A An entertainer is a person whose job is to entertain
audiences, for example by telling jokes, singing, or dancing.

e.g. Some have called him the greatest entertainer of the twentieth century.§ A Z fi1th 5201t
LRERKNZA
2. broadcast v. to send out programmes on television or radio X ( BlekL&ETH ) ;
I %

e.g. The concert will be broadcast live (= at the same time as it takes
place ) tomorrow evening. B REEESIIAERE.
3. mockingly adv. BY5Eih; S Fih
4. dead-end n. a point at which you can make no further progress in what you are
doing 415 ; EF

e.g. He's in a dead-end job in the local factory (= one with low wages and no hope of
promotion ) ftEIfESM T B TERISBRIEN.
5. relate to v. =4 FN9;IAE If you can relate to someone, you can understand how they feel or
behave so that you are able to communicate with them or deal with them easily.

e.g. | think it is important for children to have brothers and sisters they can relate to... I\ XS
BAIRHE R E B IR R AR A R HIRREE,
Sentence
Many of them are diaosi, people who mockingly identify themselves as losers in dead-end jobs.
F+: Many of them are diaosi

[EERIBL D #R 23T diaosi RIRRRE T

Occasionally advertisers pay him small sums to put commercials out over his
stream, including things like weight-loss products and “gold” jewellery from
Vietnam. Most of his followers are also from north-east China. They chat with him
online and sometimes give him digital stickers representing things like a beer that
fans buy online and can be converted into cash. The individual amounts are usually
small, but they add up. Live-streaming his life earns Mr Zhao about $850 a month,
twice as much as his day job.

Vocab
1. sticker n. (IEEIBFIEM)/I\MEL, THEERNMGEE A sticker is a small piece of paper or plastic,
with writing or a picture on one side, which you can stick onto a surface.
2. add up PHRASAL VERB #Ei&zhid fR/0Z; RIVAKEE If small amounts of something add
up, they gradually increase.

e.g. It's the little minor problems that add up.Fi 2/ \olfA =251,




Twinkle, twinkle, little stars
Sentence
P ERIFR R

The internet has amplified people’s interest in the world’s biggest stars, helping their
fans feel a little closer to them, thanks to social media. But it has also made it
possible for anybody to become a little star in their own corner of the universe,
connecting intimately with subsets of fans. In much of the rest of the world the most
popular of these are teen idols on YouTube, Instagram and Snapchat. Most people
over 25 would struggle to name a YouTube star other than possibly PewDiePie, a
Swedish gamer with a global following of more than 50m.

Vocab
1. amplify v. #&58; J05% To amplify something means to increase its strength or intensity.

e.g. The mist had been replaced by a kind of haze that seemed to amplify the heat...;&Z &
7, B zNE—MUFEERERNRE.
2. intimately adv. Z&th; FELH; FA T
3. subset n. /\¢H;74H;F £ A subset of a group of things is a smaller number of things that
belong together within that group.

e.g. ...subsets of the population such as men, women, ethnic groups, etc. B4, 4. FiEHF
AOWNHED
4. idol n. a person or thing that is loved and admired very much SEFREM=FFIA (8%
) 1B

e.g. a pop/ football/ teen, etc. idol FHTERBEER. EBEKIHE. FOFRIBGS

China’s craze for personal live-streaming runs far deeper, into third-tier cities and
remote rural areas where the internet is the one and only fun and cheap place to
hang out. These personal broadcasts are not simply videos that fans watch, but
more interactive experiences. The fans make requests, chat with their idols and give
them virtual gifts. Many of those watching are small-time live-streamers themselves.
They are turning each other into mass entertainment.

Vocab
1.craze n. (—AJR9)IEA, XU1T If there is a craze for something, it is very popular for a short
time.

e.g. ...the craze for Mutant Ninja Turtles... (ZZ &) HIXEE—AT
2. hang out v. [A1#E, &8 If you hang out in a particular place or area, you go and stay there for
no particular reason, or spend a lot of time there.

e.g. | often used to hang out in supermarkets... B i3 ER B EETHEE LR,
3. interactive experience n. &Nz LIE
Sentence
These personal broadcasts are not simply videos that fans watch, but more interactive
experiences.

XE not...but... M EM, AME...IE....

It is a big and growing business. China’s live-streaming_industry more than doubled
in size last year, with revenues of around $3bn, according to Credit Suisse, a bank.
More than 100 companies now offer the service, providing the platform for




performers in exchange for a hefty cut of their earnings (one, YY, is publicly listed on
NASDAQ, with $269m in gross revenues from live-streaming in the third quarter of
last year, a year-on-year rise of more than 50%). That compares with box-office
receipts for the Chinese film business, the world’s second-largest, of $7bn last year.
Of the 710m people with internet connections in China, nearly half have used live-
streaming apps.

Vocab
1. hefty adj. AR, E=T#E) EXH Hefty means large in size, weight, or amount.

e.g. If he is found guilty he faces a hefty fine. IR # ¥ 55, MMM EEIGEEITI.
2. gross n. a total amount of money earned by sth, especially a film/ movie, before any
costs are taken away ( /GIg2EHY ) FEUWN , U
3. receipt n. a piece of paper that shows that goods or services have been paid for IKIE ;
WES

e.g. Can | have a receipt, please? IS8/ MUE |, TF1G ?
Sentence
China’s live-streaming_industry more than doubled in size last year, with revenues of around
$3bn, according_to Credit Suisse, a bank.
ZE+: China’s live-streaming_industry more than doubled in size last year
with revenues of around $3bn X8 with RiniIE, BE, FMiE: &, HEEWISIEEmE
%) Someone or something with a particular feature or possession has that feature or
possession.
according_to Credit Suisse f#RFEUEIIR
a bank f#¥% Credit Suisse

Many in the audience are diaosi looking for free entertainment and sometimes a
substitute for romance. Women outnumber men as live-streamers, but most of the
audiences are male. The government has imposed guidelines aimed mostly at the
seamier side of the business, like the erotic eating of bananas (now banned). The
most successful live-streamers tend to be attractive young singers of either sex,
who can sometimes muster millions of fans. The most popular of them earn more
than $1m a year, almost all of it from virtual gifts, but most of them are lucky to see
a few hundred dollars a month, broadcasting anything from eating meals to visual
pranks to warbling tunes requested by fans. Mr Zhao laments that to boost his
earnings, he has to tell more dirty jokes.

Vocab
1. substitute n. ~ (for sb/ sth) a person or thing that you use or have instead of the one
you normally use or have (X&%#& ; XY ; KB&E

e.g. The course teaches you the theory but there's no substitute for practical
experience. X| JRHAVZEIL , (BB HORARERE LRSS,
2. romance n. R)&; 25,22 Romance refers to the actions and feelings of people who are in
love, especially behaviour which is very caring or affectionate.

e.g. He still finds time for romance by cooking candlelit dinners for his girlfriend... {553 =+ AT
BIARREFECHRE, FIERE,
3. seamier HEH) (seamyRItL#ZR seamy adj. (seam-ier, seami-est) unpleasant and
immoral JS#RY ; FRAEHEEY



e.g. the seamier side of lifeEERIBERSE
4. erotic adj. showing or involving sexual desire and pleasure; intended to make sb feel
sexual desire tH8RRY ; MERY ; BB

e.g. an erotic fantasy t44J48
5. attractive adj. pleasant to look at, especially in a sexual way PR ; WEIERY ; TRAY ; 155
ARY

e.g. | like John but | don't find him attractive physically. FREWLE , MIFIAFMBEKE
FARR,
6. prank n. a trick that is played on sb as a joke It5€ ; "HAERI

e.g. a childish prank ZHRIE/ER
7. warble v. (humorous) to sing, especially in a high voice that is not very steady ( JUI§H
BiEmE ) 18

e.g. He warbled his way through the song. ENFHHtbE A SEEIERY.
8. lament v. (formal) to feel or express great sadness or disappointment about sb/
sth ... /E35RE ; fBlE X FJRKE

e.g. In the poem he laments the destruction of the countryside. TEBPEIFEMITZ +EZ
RIREIR R LH AR R,

Live-streaming emerged in China after the financial crisis of 2007-08, as internet
companies with questionable business models looked for a way to survive. Six
Rooms, or 6.cn, may have been the first to offer live-streaming as a service for a
mass audience. [t was one of numerous YouTube-like video-sharing_businesses
(YouTube itself is blocked in China)_burning money in 2008 and failed to secure a
new round of funding. In desperation its CEO and co-founder, Liu Yan, turned to
live-streaming.

Vocab
1. questionable adj. PJ£EHY; 1~ PI§ERY; A [B)REAY; AN EHERY If you say that something
is questionable, you mean that it is not completely honest, reasonable, or acceptable.

e.g. He has been dogged by allegations of questionable business practices...fth — B #Z AL IEIE
fth B R IE SEAT IR AR
2. secure V. (RiI2EH)3K15, £HE If you secure something that you want or need, you obtain
it, often after a lot of effort.

e.g. Graham's achievements helped secure him the job. H B IR GEE S FRIBE T 7iX T
E.
Sentence
It was one of numerous YouTube-like video-sharing businesses (YouTube itself is blocked in
China) burning money in 2008 and failed to secure a new round of funding.
F7F: It was one of numerous YouTube-like video-sharing_ businesses iX & it $§{XBiSCHI Six
Rooms , YouTube-like {& Youtube —#H
(YouTube itself is blocked in China) 55 2N FIMERB SR A— 10 F4EH, FX L, XEHHE
SFE—TMaNERmE.

and failed to secure a new round of funding. 37114544 it failed to ...

In 2007 Mercedes-Benz, a carmaker, had paid 300,000 yuan ($39,000) to his site to
live-stream an event, and his company had developed an inexpensive way to
provide such a service on a wider scale to allow people to chat with each other and
exchange virtual gifts. That helped make personal broadcasting a social game


http://6.cn/

which could be monetised in a way not replicated on major social platforms of the
West. In China, as well as in South Korea and Japan, where live-streaming_has also
caught on,_virtual items have long had an underlying monetary value.

Vocab
1. monetized v. [with obj.] convert into or express in the form of currency 1E.. 5 R ; (F5
Mt
2. replicate v. =duplicate (formal) to copy sth exactly £4l ; ( ¥t ) (5%l
e.g. Subsequent experiments failed to replicate these findings. [FRAVLE S BEHERE
HO%ER.
3. catch on PHRASAL VERB #51&5018 BY7%;3i1T If something catches on, it becomes popular.
e.g. The idea has been around for ages without catching on. X NI EBRIEHEFKEELT, 7
E—BEIRE 2RSS,
4. monetary adj. connected with money, especially all the money in a country 58 ,
8 ( TGEE—ENER)
e.g. monetary policy/ growth SEHBEE/1EEK
Sentence
In China, as well as in South Korea and Japan, where live-streaming has also caught on,_virtual
items have long_had an underlying_monetary value.
ZF+: virtual items have long_had an underlying_monetary value.
In China, as well as in South Korea and Japan # 2RI E
where live-streaming_has also caught on XM EREMEIEMN T X RANEM, FTiT1EME
China, South Korea, Japan

Now that the business model has been proven, all the Chinese internet giants have
entered the live-streaming business. Pioneers like YY and Six Rooms must compete
with bigger social platforms like Tencent. Six Rooms was acquired by a Chinese
entertainment conglomerate for close to $400m in 2015, but Mr Liu, 44, remains the
CEO. He has been using machine learning to work out what kinds of live-streamers
inspire the most devotion from fans and get the most virtual gifts, down to
preferences for facial features, tone of voice and regional provenance. He plans to
unveil an even more ambitious effort soon: hired performers whose traits are
determined, and perhaps enhanced, by machine learning. At this rate, life on the
long tail of entertainment may start getting more difficult for rustbelt dreamers.

Vocab
1. proven adj. tested and shown to be true #EBBRY ; SIFSEAY
e.g. It is a proven fact that fluoride strengthens growing teeth. ST LRI FRY
TS, XEEIEBRYEESE,
2. acquire v. to obtain sth by buying or being given it 1§ ; 3518 ; 153
e.g. The company has just acquired new premises. 2>EINIRIEFFIINE,
3. conglomerate n. a large company formed by joining together different firms BEKGALA
g ; I EH
e.g. a media conglomerate XAEIREX SN
4. devotion n. 7% ;2 %;{(I5 Devotion is great love, affection, or admiration for someone.
e.g. At first she was flattered by his devotion. NI FF AT E il iR ZIZR =,
5. regional adj. of or relating to a region #XAY ; KA ; H5E9
e.g. regional variations in pronunciation KEfIXER



6. provenance n. the place that sth originally came from &igith ; &R ; H&b
e.g. All the furniture is of English provenance. FiE Xt B2 RETR.
7.unveil v. n7; #H; H A If you unveil a plan, new product, or some other thing that has
been kept secret, you introduce it to the public.
e.g. Mr Werner unveiled his new strategy this week... ;X ZN5c4 75 E /A 70 T EFHREL,
8. ambitious adj. determined to be successful, rich, powerful, etc. BEOE ; BEOH
e.g. a fiercely ambitious young manager B 3EIAF R TR
9. trait n. 451452 4514 A trait is a particular characteristic, quality, or tendency that someone or
something has.
e.g. Creativity is a human trait. 81i& /7 @ A LR —FP4FE,
10. at this rate adv. IXHEHIE, X HE

This article appeared in the Special report section of the print edition under the
headline "Life is but a stream"

Life is but a stream

2 RE%

A new way of bringing colour to dreary lives
SRR IR AR TE R T 7T 20

LAST YEAR ZHAO XINLONG, aged 25, and his wife and baby boy moved from his
parents’ farm into a mid-rise apartment in town. It has been a tough adjustment. Luan
County is a rustbelt community on the polluted outskirts of the steel city of Tangshan in
north-east China. Mr Zhao’s monthly income from driving a taxi has plummeted by more
than half in the past couple of years, and he has not found it easy to make friends in his
new abode.

RAE, 25 WMBHTE (FiF) BIFAHRIRSE ., WEZETMHAENARILTIEIH LR E
e B ERHTAAE IS S BB R B R LT AR B L RR X LS g™
B, AT JUER, RO I E RN, B AREI R, I BA AR E
BE R WAREARH A

But when he gets online in the evening, he becomes a different person: Zhao Long’er, an
entertainer. Using Kuaishou, a Chinese video-sharing and live-streaming app, he
broadcasts to a live audience of hundreds, sometimes thousands, of fellow Chinese every
night. Taken together, they add up to more than 100,000. Many of them are diaosi, people
who mockingly identify themselves as losers in dead-end jobs. Online he can relate to
them, telling them stories, dirty jokes, whatever is on his mind.

AR T b, BHE S A, BOMEA B IEIL” GERE) RIMZL. FAIWUE > A0 Bk
A T, AR X E BT AR ERE . AR AR T N AR IR A+ T
ZN, HhRZRERL (RL TIERAHE. WA SRR AL XA TR H

) o BIEJLTERAAT S, SRR E . BT, BEf st 4.

Occasionally advertisers pay him small sums to put commercials out over his stream,
including things like weight-loss products and “gold” jewellery from Vietnam. Most of his



followers are also from north-east China. They chat with him online and sometimes give
him digital stickers representing things like a beer that fans buy online and can be
converted into cash. The individual amounts are usually small, but they add up. Live-
streaming his life earns Mr Zhao about $850 a month, twice as much as his day job.

AR A R SR e — /N, IEMBTE LR A WOE 7 o BRI (FEE T WER
BARMG) SFWA e A Z R 2ok B EARAL, ALK . 5 i AU R X R
PR BL AL . B 2GR RALY AME S D (EESRIESE T . BB e H E
W BRI 850 LA, PG T HR Lot

Twinkle, twinkle, little stars
— N AN

The internet has amplified people’s interest in the world’s biggest stars, helping their fans
feel a little closer to them, thanks to social media. But it has also made it possible for
anybody to become a little star in their own corner of the universe, connecting intimately
with subsets of fans. In much of the rest of the world the most popular of these are teen
idols on YouTube, Instagram and Snapchat. Most people over 25 would struggle to name
a YouTube star other than possibly PewDiePie, a Swedish gamer with a global following of
more than 50m.

RIZEHEIN T AT KA R 2488, 1EM 2245 DB i i as iR B A . (BB, BilikeA
NERENLS O H O — 7 REE /N, H5H OB 2555 0. et R A,
B K H/N B A2 YouTube.  InstigramfliSnapchat |15 A4E & . HX T KL 4(25%

PLERI ARG, BR T 3146500077 22 1) 5 1 i K Bu X PewDiePie 2 Ab, At A Tafk DLk H H Al

YouTube £ fi) 44 F

China’s craze for personal live-streaming runs far deeper, into third-tier cities and remote
rural areas where the internet is the one and only fun and cheap place to hang out. These
personal broadcasts are not simply videos that fans watch, but more interactive
experiences. The fans make requests, chat with their idols and give them virtual gifts.
Many of those watching are small-time live-streamers themselves. They are turning each
other into mass entertainment.

e, EREPRN B T ZEINTTRMRIE 24 . FEARLEHTT . TR ME—— A S
EE BRI e BANEER. ADCARE . CRRERL. MilsmERRER, ]
ERHWIR, ExEBELALY . REWAK A CHMUNER. MATHIEE, B8RRI
—HRI

It is a big and growing business. China’s live-streaming industry more than doubled in size
last year, with revenues of around $3bn, according to Credit Suisse, a bank. More than
100 companies now offer the service, providing the platform for performers in exchange
for a hefty cut of their earnings (one, YY, is publicly listed on NASDAQ, with $269m in
gross revenues from live-streaming in the third quarter of last year, a year-on-year rise of
more than 50%). That compares with box-office receipts for the Chinese film business,
the world’s second-largest, of $7bn last year. Of the 710m people with internet
connections in China, nearly half have used livestreaming apps. Many in the audience are
diaosi looking for free entertainment and sometimes a substitute for romance. Women
outnumber men as live-streamers, but most of the audiences are male. The government
has imposed guidelines aimed mostly at the seamier side of the business, like the erotic
eating of bananas (now banned). The most successful live-streamers tend to be attractive



young singers of either sex, who can sometimes muster millions of fans. The most
popular of them earn more than $1m a year, almost all of it from virtual gifts, but most of
them are lucky to see a few hundred dollars a month, broadcasting anything from eating
meals to visual pranks to warbling tunes requested by fans. Mr Zhao laments that to
boost his earnings, he has to tell more dirty jokes.

HIFRANHEZKH BRI, JEHE#RIT (Credit Suisse) M @R, KAFEH H BRI T
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Live-streaming emerged in China after the financial crisis of 2007-08, as internet
companies with questionable business models looked for a way to survive. Six Rooms,
or6.cn, may have been the first to offer live-streaming as a service for a mass audience. It
was one of numerous YouTube-like video-sharing businesses (YouTube itself is blocked in
China) burning money in 2008 and failed to secure a new round of funding. In desperation
its CEO and co-founder, Liu Yan, turned to live-streaming.

W E B BT L BLE2007-20084E g ElfE il 5, HBEY, —S8EIR 4 | X B 2R ks
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In 2007 Mercedes-Benz, a carmaker, had paid 300,000 yuan ($39,000) to his site to live-
stream an event, and his company had developed an inexpensive way to provide such a
service on a wider scale to allow people to chat with each other and exchange virtual
gifts. That helped make personal broadcasting a social game which could be monetised
in a way not replicated on major social platforms of the West. In China, as well as in South
Korea and Japan, where live-streaming has also caught on, virtual items have long had an
underlying monetary value.
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Now that the business model has been proven, all the Chinese internet giants have
entered the live-streaming business. Pioneers like YY and Six Rooms must compete with
bigger social platforms like Tencent. Six Rooms was acquired by a Chinese entertainment
conglomerate for close to $400m in 2015, but Mr Liu, 44, remains the CEO. He has been
using machine learning to work out what kinds of live-streamers inspire the most devotion


http://or6.cn/

from fans and get the most virtual gifts, down to preferences for facial features, tone of
voice and regional provenance. He plans to unveil an even more ambitious effort soon:
hired performers whose traits are determined, and perhaps enhanced, by machine
learning. At this rate, life on the long tail of entertainment may start getting more difficult
for rustbelt dreamers.
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