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Around China’s periphery, the heat keeps rising
May 4th 2013 | From the print edition

Vocab
1. periphery n. %; EE; JMNE If something is on the periphery of an area, place, or thing, it is
on the edge of it.

e.g. Geographically, the UK is on the periphery of Europe, while Paris is at the heart of the

continent. MR E Ei#, RELTEOMALZ, MERAUTEOMNARNFOIE.

FOR an emerging power that makes much of the peacefulness of its rise, China is
engaged in what looks suspiciously like aggression on an alarming number of
fronts. India says Chinese soldiers have set up camp 19km (12 miles) on its side of
the “line of actual control” (LAC) that separates Ladakh in its state of Jammu &
Kashmir from China, in the absence of an agreed border. Japan reports that
Chinese maritime surveillance vessels are every day circling the disputed Senkaku
or Diaoyu islands in the East China Sea. And on April 26th China demanded that the
Philippines “withdraw all its nationals and facilities” from a number of islands and
reefs in the South China Sea, where they have been, in some cases, for decades. In
all these cases China can with some justification claim it is responding to
provocation. That, however, is scant comfort to its increasingly anxious neighbours.

Vocab

1.emerge v. (BELHLER) BFE, T, FE If afact or result emerges from a period of
thought, discussion, or investigation, it becomes known as a result of it.
e.g. It soon emerged that neither the July nor August mortgage repayment had been

collected...[RIRF &, [RK7 B8 BHIKIHFAEREZHEIR,
2. peacefulness n. F&§; SR
3. suspiciously adv. 3E&E, tHZH(#E1L) If you say that one thing looks or sounds suspiciously like

another thing, you mean that it probably is that thing, or something very similar to it, although it
may be intended to seem different.

e.g. The tan-coloured dog looks suspiciously like an American pit bull terrier...;X R 7 5E &9
B LEFBGEELSEA,
4. aggression n. {20&; {232 Aggression is violent and attacking behaviour.
5. front n. a particular area of activity ;E&N4Tla ; &Lk

e.g. Progress has been made on all fronts. &5 EEEE THE.
6. absence n. ffZ=; AF7E The absence of something from a place is the fact that it is not there
or does not exist.

e.g. The presence or absence of clouds can have an important impact on heat transfer... 5 -t =
BEXHRENEBERTEEENTIL,
7. maritime n. connected with the sea or ships {889 ; {8589 ; &= ; AEREAY




e.g. a maritime museum JS¥FIEYIE
8. surveillance n. (ALIERBEH. ENFAHLRM)EEM, ™R Surveillance is the careful
watching of someone, especially by an organization such as the police or the army.

e.g. He was arrested after being kept under constant surveillance... 7E#% & £E W #1 7 —ER A (8]
&, tBEmT,
9. reef n. a long line of rocks or sand near the surface of the sea # ; #fERk

e.g. a coral reef HTAHE
10. justification n. a good reason why sth exists or is done IEZ3I8H

e.g. He was getting angry—and with some justification {1457 — MEARZREEE
Y.,
11. provocation n. the act of doing or saying sth deliberately in order to make sb angry or
upset; something that is done or said to cause this Bkl ; FIE ; B

e.g. He reacted violently only under provocation. RENHEER , b4 E3tEME,

Of the three territorial disputes it is the rekindling of the one with India that comes
most as a surprise. Two long sectors of the border are contested. In the east, China
briefly occupied part of what is now the state of Arunachal Pradesh, south of Tibet,
in a bloody punitive war in 1962. In the west, the Aksai Chin, a high plateau the size
of Switzerland, is occupied by China but claimed by India as part of Ladakh. In both
sectors, patrols from each side often stray into what the other sees as its territory.
They do not, however, pitch tents, as China’s soldiers have in this incursion. It is the
most serious confrontation on either end of the border since 1986. After that stand-
off, the two countries agreed to set the quarrel to one side, in an endless
negotiation on the demarcation of the LAC, as they concentrated on building trade
and other ties. A drive a decade ago to reach a political settlement soon ran into the
sand. But neither side has an interest in forcing the issue.

Vocab
1. territorial adj. connected with the land or sea that is owned by a particular country 4+
A9

e.g. territorial disputes 4+
2. rekindle v. BR5|E, BRI ZIEARNIZEPIRRL) If something rekindles an unpleasant
situation, it makes the unpleasant situation happen again.

e.g. There are fears that the series could rekindle animosity between the two countries... 5§ A8
MIX—RINBHEEREKREZ BT,
3. contest v. engage in competition to attain (a position of power) =%, £zF (i)
4. briefly adv. for a short time 5Z%5Hth ; EATith

e.g. He had spoken to Emma only briefly fttF11£18 Rift 754/ LEIE,
5. bloody adj. MAERY; FFIAY If you describe a situation or event as bloody, you mean that it is
very violent and a lot of people are killed.

e.g. Forty-three demonstrators were killed in bloody clashes...43% R E& 7 )T g4,
6. punitive adj. £b5iAY; #EST4ERY Punitive actions are intended to punish people.

e.g. ...a punitive bombing raid... ZE S 4z 28
7. patrol n. to go around an area or a building at regular times to check that it is safe and
that there is no trouble ¥iZ ; K&

e.g. Troops patrolled the border day and night. ZEpA BREDEXKGE,
8.stray n. - [1#/X] €%, M, %% [no obj., with adverbial of direction] (poetic/literary)wander
or roam in a specified direction




e.g. »over these mounds the Kurdish shepherd strays. FE/RIEWFE AIEHEXLE 5L,
9. incursion n. a sudden attack on a place by foreign armies, etc. ZEANE ; AEIE ; &
&
10. confrontation n. a situation in which there is an angry disagreement between people
or groups who have different opinions 33#7 ; X3l ; s

e.g. She wanted to avoid another confrontation with her father. ftt#BERIRXFEERE
&R,
11. stand-off n. =deadlock a situation in which no agreement can be reached (X5 ) B
BE
12. quarrel n. an angry argument or disagreement between people, often about a
personal matter Of ; SW ; #E

e.g. Were you at any time aware of a quarrel between the two of them? {FH+AFHEEE
Efte iR Eng ?
13. demarcation n. a border or line that separates two things, such as types of work,
groups of people or areas of land ( ITff, A. FRY) o Ko, Rk

e.g. It was hard to draw clear lines of demarcation between work and leisure. FET{EF0
PRI R MER] i BAHRRI SRR .
14. concentrated adi. if sth exists or happens in a concentrated way, there is a lot of it in
one place or at one time Z&H ; &4

e.g. concentrated gunfire ZREERJMEN
15. force the issue [JJIRIIIIll 'force the issue to do sth to make people take a decision
quickly 1IBfEMIRRTE

Now above all, when China is embroiled in the other disputes, and the region is
tense because of North Korea’s erratic bellicosity, it seems incomprehensible that
China should want to resurrect yet another squabble. China of course denies it has
done anything of the kind, insisting its soldiers are on its side of the LAC. It may,
however, feel provoked. Ajai Shukla, an Indian defence analyst, has pointed out that
the Indian army has been undertaking what he calls its “third surge towards the
Sino-Indian border”. The previous two were in the late 1950s—Ileading to the 1962
war—and in 1986, leading to the present stalemate. Now, once again, says Mr
Shukla, India has been “thickening” its presence in Arunachal Pradesh and in Aksai
Chin, with more soldiers, weaponry and infrastructure.

Vocab
1. embroiled adj. fBAAY; HARY If you become embroiled in a fight or argument, you become
deeply involved in it.

e.g. The Government insisted that troops would not become embroiled in battles in Bosnia. B fiF
BRIMEAA B NIRRT,
2. erratic adj. not happening at regular times; not following any plan or regular pattern;
that you cannot rely on ARNAY ; AEER ; AMIER ; ARTERY

e.g. The electricity supply here is quite erratic. XEBHE DHMNIESATEE.
3. bellicosity n. ##3}; 176%
4. incomprehensible adj. T~BEIRERAY; MR XEIERT; ZRARAY Something that is incomprehensible is
impossible to understand.

e.g. Her speech was almost incomprehensible. it f5&E # L F o A BEIE.
5. resurrect v. {FE3;RE {FEFT LN If you resurrect something, you cause it to exist again
after it had disappeared or ended.




e.g. Attempts to resurrect the ceasefire have already failed once... 3B /R B XEHEIEE HEZ S
WT—Ix,
6. squabble v. (REIZE)FI, #FH When people squabble, they quarrel about something that
is not really important.

e.g. Mother is devoted to Dad although they squabble all the time.. BERERE, REMIIE
ENBIEHE,
7. provoke v. =goad ~ sb (into sth/into doing sth ) to say or do sth that you know will
annoy sb so that they react in an angry way k¥ ; BE& ; R

e.g. Be careful what you say—he's easily provoked. 5B/ , X PMA—EGHKI L.
8. stalemate n. {2/5;{2#F Stalemate is a situation in which neither side in an argument or contest
can win or in which no progress is possible.

e.g. President Bush has ended the stalemate over moves to cut the country's budget deficit... 7
RS E4ER T HEIBERMERFIER_ EERNER.
9. thickening n. the process or result of becoming broader, deeper, or denser: 1Z[£ (3} #H.
B.ORE)
10. weaponry n. (BHAZEZRBAER)FIEEH 23 Weaponry is all the weapons that a group or
country has or that are available to it.

e.g. ...rich nations, armed with superior weaponry. FA i H 28 2 EF KA = E

Sentence
The previous two were in the late 1950s—leading to the 1962 war—and in 1986, leading to the
present stalemate.
FF: The previous two were in the late 1950s and in 1986 XE &I T&hiE, happened
—leading_to the 1962 war ALY, 5HE 19508 REH T4, EISHT1962F M S
leading_to the present stalemate [E###Y, 1986F X RS T MER LK

So China may feel India is exploiting both the inexperience of its new leaders who
took over last November, and the pressure China is under on other fronts. It may
harbour similar suspicions about Japan and its “provocations” over what China
calls the Diaoyu islands. Its patrols near the islands were prompted by Japan’s
ignoring_its warnings not to “nationalise” three of the islands by buying them from
their private owner last September.

Vocab
1. inexperience n. lack of knowledge and experience TRZ24 ; KA E

e.g. His mistake was due to youth and inexperience. {tBf0sKIREE2FIRZIGEE,
2. harbour v. to keep feelings or thoughts, especially negative ones, in your mind for a
long time ™G , (UMA ( TIEREIRXIEEIEE )

e.g. The arsonist may harbour a grudge against the company. 2\ XIBETREXT AENRIRTE
ity
3. provocation n. the act of doing or saying sth deliberately in order to make sb angry or
upset; something that is done or said to cause this Bkl ; & ; B

e.g. The terrorists can strike at any time without provocation. 24> FalETCE Toliith
BERT I T .
Sentence
Its patrols near the islands were prompted by Japan’s ignoring_its warnings not to “nationalise”
three of the islands by buying them from their private owner last September.
FF: Its patrols near the islands were prompted

by Japan’s ignoring_its warnings ¥iZ# i AT HAZMEZSE, XE by EERENER




not to “nationalise” three of the islands X BB EZEENAE, EDTE“.’@T’C”:AE‘—},MS
by buying them from their private owner last September. JXE# by 283, BNETEFE B M1t?
TINRAREEF LB

More recently—in late April—ten Japanese boats carrying about 80 right-wing
activists sailed towards the islands. And members of the cabinet of Japan’s prime
minister, Shinzo Abe, angered China by visiting the Yasukuni shrine —where high-
ranking war criminals are among the enshrined war-dead. Part of China’s response
was to reiterate that the Diaoyus are one of its “core interests” —the issues, like
Taiwan and Tibet, over which it might go to war. In a joint communiqué signed by
Barack Obama in 2009, America and China promised to respect each other’s core
interests.

Vocab
1. cabinet n. (usually the Cabinet) [C + sing./pl. v.] @ group of chosen members of a
government, which is responsible for advising and deciding on government policy &
e.g. (BrE) a cabinet minister RIEIER
2. shrine n. ~ (to sb/sth) | ~ (of sb/ sth) a place where people come to worship because
it is connected with a holy person or event Zitt ; 5 ; #5H ; #HE
e.g. to visit the shrine of Mecca B{FRH=NERFE
3. high-ranking adj. &3l (SiitsiI) SHY;SHAT;EZER A high-ranking person has an important
position in a particular organization.
e.g. *...a high-ranking officer in the medical corps. EfT AR S REE
4. criminal adj. connected with or involving crime JESERY ; ICERY ; 5 RIBSEAY
e.g. criminal offences/ behaviour FIZEIESE ; ICSEITA
5. enshrine v. fl... NEZ;E2HE(E. . . 2 AEIL If something such as an idea or a right is
enshrined insomething such as a constitution or law, it is protected by it.
e.g. His new relationship with Germany is enshrined in a new non-aggression treaty...ftt 5 1Z[=
AOFT R A2 FTRY E MEIC K LIRVRI
6. reiterate v. to repeat sth that you have already said, especially to emphasize it &1t
i ; B
e.g. to reiterate an argument/a demand/an offer ERIER ; EE—IIEK/FEIN
7. communiqué n. =communique ‘~# an official announcement or statement, especially one
made to the media

The demand directed at the Philippines,_that it withdraw from disputed islands, was
also a reaction—to the Philippines’ taking_its dispute with China to the International
Tribunal on the Law of the Sea. China rightly points out that, although the law of the
sea sets rules about the waters and exclusive economic zones around islands, it
says nothing about sovereignty over them.

Vocab
1. tribunal n. (FIBYSTERMEN)IFHERE, HEZ RS A tribunal is a special court or committee
that is appointed to deal with particular problems.
e.g. His case comes before an industrial tribunal in March . FIIAZRIETIB S RIEREZH,
2. rightly adv. for a good reason IE24ith ; FREHF T Ith
e.g. Quite rightly, the environment is of great concern.23%X , JEAJRR EIE".%‘EE
3. sovereignty n. ~ (over sth) complete power to govern a country =t ; a5 at ;| &5




U,

e.g. The country claimed sovereignty over the island. BB PN EREIRTIZBIHEEEN.
Sentence
The demand directed at the Philippines, that it withdraw from disputed islands, was also a
reaction—to the Philippines’ taking its dispute with China to the International Tribunal on the Law
of the Sea.
ZFF: The demand was also a reaction £ i8[8]#E{RIT directed at the Philippines, that it withdraw
from disputed islands, XLEEFE 3T the demand BUARRE, FRIAS T Ei8EfRIIIT
—to the Philippines’.... [FEI#BEX X reaction B937EH, BIRNAIAS

On that question, China seems intent on imposing its own view. In addition to verbal
attacks on the Philippines, it this week started tourist cruises around the Paracel
archipelago (Xisha in Chinese). This is still claimed by Vietnam, which was evicted
by China from the islands in 1974. China’s rows with the Philippines and Vietnam
have been the most active of its many disputes in the sea. But in late March it also
antagonised Brunei and Malaysia, by sending a naval flotilla where those two
nations have claims, at the southern tip of China’s expansive “nine-dashed line”, a
vague cartographic claim dating from the 1930s.

Vocab
1. intent ~ on/ upon sth giving all your attention to sth iy ; EiF

e.g. | was so intent on my work that | didn't notice the time. B&OT{E , LB THEL,
2. impose v. IB(FE. E)5EM(F...) If you impose your opinions or beliefs on other people,
you try and make people accept them as a rule or as a model to copy.

e.g. Parents of either sex should beware of imposing their own tastes on their children.’2 & 3X
FE NI EAEIEE CNEFBINGE & F.
3. verbal adj. relating to words 3=/ ; =iEH ; {EiEHY

e.g. The job applicant must have good verbal skills. NEEX{) TIERMAMNRESRIFHINES
RILFZRE,
4. cruise n. a journey by sea, visiting different places, especially as a holiday/ vacation 5
i ; AT

e.g. I'd love to go on a round-the-world cruise. R B FIHR,
5. evict v. to force sb to leave a house or land, especially when you have the legal right to
do so (UEEMGENEES Lt L ) KX , & , FH

e.g. A number of tenants have been evicted for not paying the rent. FZEZREA{THEHE
Wt 7 k.
6. antagonize v. &1X; 5l#E...IEE (/=) If you antagonize someone, you make them
feel angry or hostile towards you.

e.g. He didn't want to antagonize her.fh "85 | &2 th A /2 &,
7. naval adj. connected with the navy of a country J8ZFR

e.g. a naval base/ officer/ battle JEE/FE ; Bk
8. flotilla n. a group of boats or small ships sailing together f&BA ; /NELAREA
9. vague adj. not clear in a person's mind ( B8LE ) N5, 29 , ABRFEAY |, =AY

e.g. to have a vague impression/ memory/ recollection of sthXdFZEEISR/iCIZ1EHA
10. cartographic adj. #ERY; FHIE

Individually, China’s actions can be seen as pragmatic reactions to different
pressures. But, taken together, they bring two dangers. First, they make China seem



embarked on a concerted campaign to establish new “facts on the ground” (or
water) to strengthen its position in future negotiations or conflicts. More likely, they
show almost the opposite: that China’s foreign-policy chiefs lack the clout to
impose a co-ordinated, calibrated response to coincidental provocations. Rather
than picking_off its adversaries one by one, China is taking them all on at once. The
impression of an aggressive rising power is hard to shake off.

Vocab
1. pragmatic adj. solving problems in a practical and sensible way rather than by having
fixed ideas or theories SLFRRY ; #HKSCRRAY ; S355EHY

e.g. a pragmatic approach to management problems XIETRaRIRENAYSS SLMGE
2. embark on em'bark on/ upon sth to start to do sth new or difficult \Z& , &
F | FHA (FRISORMERISES )

e.g. She is about to embark on a diplomatic career. {thBRISFFIAINTLEE,
3. clout n. g2MI17;4XE A person or institution that has clout has influence and power.

e.g. Mr Sutherland may have the clout needed to push the two trading giants into a deal...f=&
=REMITFRRENREM KR Z B LAY,
4. calibrate v. ¥5H&IEEM({HE If you calibrate something, you measure it accurately.

e.g. ...a way of calibrating the shift of opinion within the Labour Party... 2 T % NEIW m4E
TR E
5. coincidental adj. happening by chance; not planned I54 ; filfI5 ; IEtXIZF

e.g. It's purely coincidental that we both chose to call our daughters Emma.E{ ){F&8
H[ECHL)LIEMRDE | X228,
6. adversary n. #F; XI3F Your adversary is someone you are competing with, or arguing or
fighting against.

e.g. His political adversaries were creating a certain amount of trouble for him .t A9 EEL E £ 25
fth & —LE R AT
7. shake off PHRASAL VERB #Z1E&hia JR1F (&%), 1ZRE(ASIRZE) If you shake off something
that you do not want such as an iliness or a bad habit, you manage to recover from it or get rid of
it.

e.g. Businessmen are trying to shake off habits learned under six decades of a protected
economy...f Afi11IE S5 1) BHE60 5 SRR RIP £ X 25T FATFR AV ARLE S IR,
Sentence
Rather than picking off its adversaries one by one, China is taking them all on at once.

FOHEREE, MIERIHE, FEE—EZ T, MAZEYFETEHK

Accidents do happen

The second danger is of accidental conflict. Neither China nor any of the other
countries involved wants these arguments to lead to violence. But there is always
the risk of a miscalculation by a local commander leading to unpredictable
escalation. In the Senkaku/Diaoyu islands especially, American officials worry about
whether overstretched and tense ship captains and fighter pilots can avoid
mistakes. America has a treaty obligation to defend Japan, and has repeatedly said
that, although it takes no position on who has sovereignty over the Senkakus, its
guarantee covers them. It would just take one firebrand pilot, sacrificing himself to
defend the motherland’s sacred territory, to test that commitment, with entirely
unforeseeable consequences.



Vocab
1. accidental adj. happening by chance; not planned Z5MY ; {B5%AH9
e.g. a verdict of accidental death ESMELTRIFIR
2. miscalculation n. B4f; iRE
miscalculationnoun[{£EZ]ADJ.
grave, serious, terrible
FEEREIR(GIT
financial, political
W ERYEEIR(G 1T BUS ERVENRFIRT
[#5BZ]VERB + MISCALCULATION
make
K& EITHEIR
3. escalation n. i&h0; ¥ K EHLFH
4. overstretch v. (f§) BHAZHEES; ((F) BRAENISTT If you overstretch something or
someone or if they overstretch, you force them to do something they are not really capable of,
and they may be harmed as a result.
e.g. Dr Boutros Ghali said the operation would overstretch resources... 7745 % B - NI {8 195 3X
— TR BBNEIRR.
5. firebrand n. a person who is always encouraging other people to take strong political
action, often causing trouble $¢ENBUASR RS ;| IBEIEIELE
e.g. ...his reputation as a young firebrand.fth {8 — B FRBEHBUAENE IR E
6. commitment n. a promise to do sth or to behave in a particular way; a promise to
support sb/ sth; the fact of committing yourself /&% ; iFi5 ; oEFE ; (R
e.g. She doesn't want to make a big emotional commitment to Steve at the moment.

HABE L 2R SEES R RS _ AR ERRIZGE,
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Around China's periphery, the heat keeps rising.
T EAEE, ST

FOR an emerging power that makes much of the peacefulness of its rise, China is
engaged in what looks suspiciously like aggression on an alarming number of fronts. India
says Chinese soldiers have set up camp 19km (12 miles) on its side of the "line of actual
control" (LAC) that separates Ladakh in its state of Jammu & Kashmir from China, in the
absence of an agreed border. Japan reports that Chinese maritime surveillance vessels


http://economist.com/blogs/banyan

are every day circling the disputed Senkaku or Diaoyu islands in the East China Sea. And
on April 26th China demanded that the Philippines "withdraw all its nationals and facilities"
from a number of islands and reefs in the South China Sea, where they have been, in
some cases, for decades. In all these cases China can with some justification claim it is
responding to provocation. That, however, is scant comfort to its increasingly anxious
neighbours.
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Of the three territorial disputes it is the rekindling of the one with India that comes most as
a surprise. Two long sectors of the border are contested. In the east, China briefly
occupied part of what is now the state of Arunachal Pradesh, south of Tibet, in a bloody
punitive war in 1962. In the west, the Aksai Chin, a high plateau the size of Switzerland, is
occupied by China but claimed by India as part of Ladakh. In both sectors, patrols from
each side often stray into what the other sees as its territory. They do not, however, pitch
tents, as China's soldiers have in this incursion. It is the most serious confrontation on
either end of the border since 1986. After that stand-off, the two countries agreed to set the
quarrel to one side, in an endless negotiation on the demarcation of the LAC, as they
concentrated on building trade and other ties. A drive a decade ago to reach a political
settlement soon ran into the sand. But neither side has an interest in forcing the issue.
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Now above all, when China is embroiled in the other disputes, and the region is tense
because of North Korea's erratic bellicosity, it seems incomprehensible that China should
want to resurrect yet another squabble. China of course denies it has done anything of the
kind, insisting its soldiers are on its side of the LAC. It may, however, feel provoked. Ajai
Shukla, an Indian defence analyst, has pointed out that the Indian army has been
undertaking what he calls its "third surge towards the Sino-Indian border". The previous
two were in the late 1950s—leading to the 1962 war—and in 1986, leading to the present
stalemate. Now, once again, says Mr Shukla, India has been "thickening" its presence in
Arunachal Pradesh and in Aksai Chin, with more soldiers, weaponry and infrastructure.

Rtz Ah, HE R IREE A S R AR IR SR RS, SOl UK. R E R
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So China may feel India is exploiting both the inexperience of its new leaders who took
over last November, and the pressure China is under on other fronts. It may harbour
similar suspicions about Japan and its "provocations" over what China calls the Diaoyu
islands. Its patrols near the islands were prompted by Japan's ignoring its warnings not to
"nationalise" three of the islands by buying them from their private owner last September.
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More recently—in late April—ten Japanese boats carrying about 80 right-wing activists
sailed towards the islands. And members of the cabinet of Japan's prime minister, Shinzo
Abe, angered China by visiting the Yasukuni shrine—where high-ranking war criminals are
among the enshrined war-dead. Part of China's response was to reiterate that the Diaoyus
are one of its "core interests" —the issues, like Taiwan and Tibet, over which it might go to
war. In a joint communiqué signed by Barack Obama in 2009, America and China
promised to respect each other's core interests.
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The demand directed at the Philippines, that it withdraw from disputed islands, was also a
reaction—to the Philippines' taking its dispute with China to the International Tribunal on
the Law of the Sea. China rightly points out that, although the law of the sea sets rules
about the waters and exclusive economic zones around islands, it says nothing about
sovereignty over them.
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On that question, China seems intent on imposing its own view. In addition to verbal
attacks on the Philippines, it this week started tourist cruises around the Paracel
archipelago (Xisha in Chinese). This is still claimed by Vietnam, which was evicted by
China from the islands in 1974. China's rows with the Philippines and Vietnam have been
the most active of its many disputes in the sea. But in late March it also antagonised
Brunei and Malaysia, by sending a naval flotilla where those two nations have claims, at
the southern tip of China's expansive "nine-dashed line", a vague cartographic claim dating
from the 1930s.
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Individually, China's actions can be seen as pragmatic reactions to different pressures.
But, taken together, they bring two dangers. First, they make China seem embarked on a
concerted campaign to establish new "facts on the ground" (or water) to strengthen its
position in future negotiations or conflicts. More likely, they show almost the opposite: that
China's foreign-policy chiefs lack the clout to impose a co-ordinated, calibrated response to
coincidental provocations. Rather than picking off its adversaries one by one, China is
taking them all on at once. The impression of an aggressive rising power is hard to shake
off.
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The second danger is of accidental conflict. Neither China nor any of the other countries
involved wants these arguments to lead to violence. But there is always the risk of a
miscalculation by a local commander leading to unpredictable escalation. In the
Senkaku/Diaoyu islands especially, American officials worry about whether overstretched
and tense ship captains and fighter pilots can avoid mistakes. America has a treaty
obligation to defend Japan, and has repeatedly said that, although it takes no position on
who has sovereignty over the Senkakus, its guarantee covers them. It would just take one
firebrand pilot, sacrificing himself to defend the motherland's sacred territory, to test that
commitment, with entirely unforeseeable consequences.
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