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Construction in the west
Build it and they might come

Western provinces can still be a wild place for development
May 4th 2013 | LANZHOU | From the print edition

Vocab
1. construction n. the process or method of building or making sth, especially roads,
buildings, bridges, etc. & ; #i& ; L

e.g. Our new offices are still under construction (= being built) FIBFFDAEE R TS
g,

APPLE trees provide much of the livelihood for the 100 or so families of Xuanmagou
village, on the outskirts of Lanzhou, a grimy industrial city in north-west China. In
March, fearing_the gritty dust from heavy equipment working nearby would damage
the trees, residents blocked access to the village and brought work on an ambitious
and controversial construction project to a hali.

Vocab
1. outskirts n. %B; XBX The outskirts of a city or town are the parts of it that are farthest away
from its centre.

e.g. Hours later we reached the outskirts of New York.F {1/ L/ B [ ZI3A T AL 5T,
2. grimy adj. i#e51a09; BAEAY Something that is grimy is very dirty.

e.g. ...a grimy industrial city. fiLfEA9 T\l iR
3. gritty adj. EiVHREY; BAEDIRN; JDERARAY Something that is gritty contains grit, is covered
with grit, or has a texture like that of grit.

e.g. The sheets fell on the gritty floor, and she just let them lie. [REE {2 E75 2/ D ARAHDR L, i
#IZEKL,
4. controversial adj. causing a lot of angry public discussion and disagreement 5|58
B ; BENAY

e.g. a highly controversial topicfiE&INAER
5. halt v. to stop; to make sb/ sth stop ({£) &L, &F

e.g. She walked towards him and then halted. fitmIftiER , AEET.
Sentence
In March, fearing_the gritty dust from heavy equipment working_nearby would damage the trees,
residents blocked access to the village and brought work on an ambitious and controversial
construction project to a halt.
ZEF: residents blocked access to the village and brought work on... XEBMIHIIRNIBEIE
fearing the gritty dust... £ 1E5| FAVRIEMN G, XERERER

Called “Lanzhou New City,” the project is touted as a way to revitalise the capital of
Gansu province on the edge of the Gobi desert, relieve overcrowding, and create a
lively hub for western China.



Vocab
1. tout v. ~sb/sth (as sth) to try to persuade people that sb/ sth is important or valuable
by praising them/ it #55 ; W& ; WRIE

e.g. She's being touted as the next leader of the party. ##EMENZEHN T —ERSA.
2. revitalize v. to make sth stronger, more active or more healthy {F83&1t ; {FRSEEHN
( BfEER )

e.g. measures to revitalize the inner cities 1EFHCENNESEHIETE
3. relieve v. to remove or reduce an unpleasant feeling or pain & , 2 , B0 ( FiReEE
=)

e.g. to relieve anxiety/ guilt/ stress jHI&ER/IR ;| EfEESD
4. lively adj. full of life and energy; active and enthusiastic ¥78iMRY ; £SFERY ; SHEERH
BHY

e.g. an intelligent and lively young woman BEEZm7imE HNFER Lt
5.hub n. (GEENAI) H0, i You can describe a place as a hub of an activity when it is a
very important centre for that activity.

e.g. The island's social hub is the Cafe Sport...i%Z 52 It 2RO Z IR EMHEE,

The plan fits in with two prongs of the national development strategy. One is to
foster urbanisation in the hope that moving people out of the countryside will turn
them into the sort of domestic consumers the nation needs to rebalance its
economy. The other is to develop the vast but backward west and achieve the long-
sought goal of reducing stubborn regional disparities. But the execution of this
project, and the comparison with that of another, even larger one 70km (43 miles)
north of Lanzhou, suggests it will be hard to tame China’s wild west.

Vocab
1.prong n. (BR. 1T¥I%8) &89, 7 E The prongs of something such as a policy or plan
are the separate parts of it.
e.g. The shareholder rights movement has two prongs... [ %= FiZEIBEFER D .
2. foster v. to encourage sth to develop {8 ; Bii< ; 1275 ; &/
e.g. The club's aim is to foster better relations within the community. (B REHN=EZ(E
HEARREBRIX R,
3.vast n. extremely large in area, size, amount, etc. IZ}ERY ; BEXHY ; BBAHY ; KEH
e.g. At dusk bats appear in vast numbers.3RiEF(EIEATS A HIT,
4. stubborn n. fE3RAY; EHAY;TAE AT 3HAI Someone who is stubborn or who behaves in
a stubborn way is determined to do what they want and is very unwilling to change their mind.
e.g. He is a stubborn character used to getting his own way...ft/$#&E#H, FF—=M1T,
5. regional adj. of or relating to a region #XAY ; KA ; H5H9
e.g. regional variations in pronunciation xSt XER
6. disparity n. a difference, especially one connected with unfair treatment ( JGEEEAALE
XEFS RN ) AE, 75, ZR, B
e.g. the wide disparity between rich and poor &%
Sentence
But the execution of this project, and the comparison with that of another, even larger one 70km
(43 miles) north of Lanzhou, suggests it will be hard to tame China’s wild west.
ZF+F: the execution of this project and the comparison suggests (that)_... FIEEMT, 1BIEE
suggest




The larger project, set on flatter land near the city’s main airport, is called “Lanzhou
New Area.” Its planned size exceeds 800 square km (300 square miles) and officials
forecast its economic output, centred on manufacturing, petrochemicals and
energy, to reach 270 billion yuan ($43 billion) by 2030. Now it is merely a dusty, vast
and peculiar landscape with roads in place and most buildings as yet unbuilt.

Vocab
1. exceed v. to be greater than a particular number or amount #81J ( #& )

e.g. His achievements have exceeded expectations.{thAgpkH; HF-Fukt.
2.centreon ...
3. petrochemical n. Gl %7 Petrochemicals are chemicals that are obtained from
petroleum or natural gas.
4. peculiar strange or unusual, especially in a way that is unpleasant or worrying %19 ;
FiEH ; AFER

e.g. For some peculiar reason, she refused to come inside. HFEFEIRRE , ithigss
FEmEkR,

But experts say it stands a chance of becoming what promotional videos and
brochures boldly portray. This “New Area” is China’s fifth such zone approved by
the central State Council; others include Pudong, a well-known area in Shanghai,
and Binhai in Tianjin. It has been launched with much more transparency and there
have been few complaints from environmentalists or residents.

Vocab
1. promotional adj. #589; [ 89; E1£89 Promotional material, events, or ideas are
designed to increase the sales of a product or service.

e.g. You can use the logo in all your promotional material. R 18] LU X MnS BEFIBE N EE
MR,
2. boldly adv. KfE#h;, Bkith; ZTERHD
3. portray n. to show sb/ sth in a picture; to describe sb/ sth in a piece of writing {52 ;
HE ; 5
4. transparency n. the quality of sth, such as glass, that allows you to see through it &

BH ; FERAM

It is a different story at the “New City” project. Lanzhou itself is set in a narrow
valley of the Yellow River surrounded by mountains, and has long lacked enough
space for its 3.6m people. For decades local leaders have contemplated expansion
into the unforgiving landscape of dry sandy hills just north of the river. Now, despite
serious questions about the absence of environmental evaluations, public
consultation or even proper official approval, it is going ahead.

Vocab
1. contemplate v. to think deeply about sth for a long time ;REZE ; B ; HEEEE

e.g. to contemplate your future {FREER¥E
2. unforgiving adj. unpleasant and causing difficulties for people 1. AJMERY ; MERTRY ; ¥k
FH

e.g. Business is a competitive activity. It is very fierce and very unforgiving.Fi7 8117, =F
Zl, AEAE.



3. evaluation n. 3J; [E1T] MG & KE
4. consultation n. the act of discussing sth with sb or with a group of people before
making a decision about it Zif] ; & ; £

e.g. a consultation document/ paper/ period/ process FiEN{&/1E 8/ 1ZFE

At the heart of the project is the work now under way—in Xuanmagou and other
nearby villages—to shear the tops off 700 mountains, use that dirt to fill the valleys
in between, and so create a plateau fit for new construction. Residents and
environmentalists are concerned about the scale of the project and its potential
impact.

Vocab
1. shear off v. ~ (sth) (off) (technical 7R1&) (especially of metal JTIE€ /& ) to break under
pressure; to cut through sth and make it break i ; 517 ; &
e.g. The bolts holding the wheel in place sheared off. EEXNMNEeFHI L MR T,
2. potential adj. that can develop into sth or be developed in the future J&7E8Y ; BJBERY
e.g. potential customers EERIZF
Sentence
At the heart of the project is the work now under way—in Xuanmagou and other nearby villages
—to shear the tops off 700 mountains, use that dirt to fill the valleys in between, and so create a
plateau fit for new construction.
FF: the heart of the project use that... EH the heart of the project (that) is the work now

under way XEZ—TMIEET that

Their reasons vary, but centre on a lack of transparency. Environmentalists insist
their complaints are not based on knee-jerk opposition to development. “We are not
necessarily opposed,” says Zhao Zhong, a local activist. “If we could see detailed
information we could evaluate it, but nobody is providing any.”

Vocab

1. knee-jerk adj. REBEELM; KEARBEELAY If you call someone's response to a question
or situation a knee-jerk reaction, you mean that they react in a very predictable way, without
thinking.

e.g. The knee-jerk reaction to this is to call for proper security in all hospitals. 3 ItEZ£ IR )T AT EE —
RN ERERME EREREESNE I8N,

Li Ding, a geography professor at Lanzhou University, says there is not even clarity
on the boundaries of the new project. One widely reported figure says it will cover

113 square km. City officials, says Mr Li, were at first keen to publicise the project,
but have shut up as criticism mounted.

Vocab
1. geography n. the scientific study of the earth's surface, physical features, divisions,
products, population, etc. I (%)

e.g. human/ physical/ economic/ social geography AX/BA/&Z 55/ t&ithIgss
2. mount v. 1&58;J0E If something mounts, it increases in intensity.

e.g. The decibel level was mounting...I&ZE1E5E,
Sentence



One widely reported figure says it will cover 113 square km.
IXE One widely reported figure says (that) it will cover 113 square km. & RHBIREREH, K
AR—EBRMNBERTEE, s—KEE

One big concern is the area’s lack of water. Wang Nai’ang, also of Lanzhou
University, says precise calculations are difficult because of the vagueness of the
plans that have so far been made public. He says he does not know whether the
annual shortfall will be 100 cubic metres of water or a billion. “But | can definitely
say the area will lack adequate water.” Villagers complain they have not been
consulted, and do not know whether they will be forced to move or compensated
adequately.

Vocab
1. precise adj. clear and accurate /Y ; FHYIRY ; ¥E56RET ; BRERMY

e.g. precise details/ instructions/ measurements f&IRI4HTS ; BBRAIES ; FBIRIORY
2.vagueness n. 1&H; 2 BEER; TR
3. shortfall n. N &;5R[O;ZE%N; 5= If there is a shortfall in something, there is less of it than you
need.

e.g. The government has refused to make up a £30,000 shortfall in funding. EUFEAR#b £
30,000 REERIF RO,
4. definitely adv. a way of emphasizing that sth is true and that there is no doubt about
it B ; IRIERK ; H9 ; #AsC

e.g. 'Was it what you expected?' 'Yes, definitely.' "BR2{REAEBFAINIG ? " "HARE, "
5. compensate v. ~ (for sth) to provide sth good to balance or reduce the bad effects of
damage, loss, etc. ¥MZ ; FR%b

e.g. Nothing can compensate for the loss of a loved one. ZROLENARTEAMER.,
6. adequately adv. ZEpith; EORit; EHih

According to Mr Zhao, this kind of thing now happens less in China’s more
developed eastern provinces. “But in the west, it is still easy to avoid transparency
and public consultation.”

Vocab
1. consultation n. the act of discussing sth with sb or with a group of people before
making a decision about it &if] ; BT ; R

e.g. a consultation document/ paper/ period/ process Fif NS /BHE/SFE

Lanzhou city officials did not respond to questions about the project. Nor did one of
the main developers, China Pacific Construction Group,_a private firm headed by
Yan Jiehe, a flamboyant_tycoon often described as “China’s Donald Trump.” But Mr
Yan recently told the China Economic Weekly that the project would be a “city of
wonders”, blending the best of Las Vegas and Venice.

Vocab
1. flamboyant adj. different, confident and exciting in a way that attracts attention JZ#&
B ; SEFRY
e.g. a flamboyant gesture/ style/ personality JZRERFEMEXME
2. tycoon n. KZ;E3k;KSCWVZR A tycoon is a person who is successful in business and so has



become rich and powerful.

e.g. ...a self-made Irish property tycoon. H F RN E /R=EitF=Ek
3.blend v. E&, BE, FE (A, BERTIXAE) If you blend ideas, policies, or styles, you
use them together in order to achieve something.

e.g. ...a band that blended jazz, folk and classical music. 58 tH&. BERUAGHERGESE—IE
HYRBA
Sentence
Nor did one of the main developers, China Pacific Construction Group,_a private firm headed by
Yan Jiehe, a flamboyant tycoon often described as “China’s Donald Trump.”
FF: Nor did one of the main developers iXE nor 13X did not respond to... &t EE, El
R 1#0S B BRX XTI E AYE) &
China Pacific Construction Group %% the main developers
a private firm headed by Yan Jiehe &% China Pacific Construction Group
a flamboyant tycoon often described as “China’s Donald Trump.” % Yan Jiehe

From the print edition: China

Construction in the west
Build it and they might come

DU RIFE 5] ROk

Western provinces can still be a wild place for development.
VYR 0 175 i T S A ALk 2 o

APPLE trees provide much of the livelihood for the 100 or so families of Xuanmagou
village, on the outskirts of Lanzhou, a grimy industrial city in north-west China. In March,
fearing the gritty dust from heavy equipment working nearby would damage the trees,
residents blocked access to the village and brought work on an ambitious and

controversial construction project to a halt. {77 = JIFE FL 8 A 5 75 b Tk iy 22 00 s 2 D B AT
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Called "Lanzhou New City," the project is touted as a way to revitalise the capital of Gansu
province on the edge of the Gobi desert, relieve overcrowding, and create a lively hub for
western China.
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The plan fits in with two prongs of the national development strategy. One is to foster
urbanisation in the hope that moving people out of the countryside will turn them into the
sort of domestic consumers the nation needs to rebalance its economy. The other is to
develop the vast but backward west and achieve the long-sought goal of reducing
stubborn regional disparities. But the execution of this project, and the comparison with
that of another, even larger one 70km (43 miles) north of Lanzhou, suggests it will be hard
to tame China's wild west.
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The larger project, set on flatter land near the city's main airport, is called "Lanzhou New
Area." Its planned size exceeds 800 square km (300 square miles) and officials forecast its
economic output, centred on manufacturing, petrochemicals and energy, to reach 270
billion yuan ($43 billion) by 2030. Now it is merely a dusty, vast and peculiar landscape
with roads in place and most buildings as yet unbuilt.
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But experts say it stands a chance of becoming what promotional videos and brochures
boldly portray.This "New Area" is China's fifth such zone approved by the central State
Council; others include Pudong, a well-known area in Shanghai, and Binhai in Tianjin. It
has been launched with much more transparency and there have been few complaints
from environmentalists or residents.
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It is a different story at the "New City" project. Lanzhou itself is set in a narrow valley of the
Yellow River surrounded by mountains, and has long lacked enough space for its 3.6m
people. For decades local leaders have contemplated expansion into the unforgiving
landscape of dry sandy hills just north of the river. Now, despite serious questions about
the absence of environmental evaluations, public consultation or even proper official
approval, it is going ahead.
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At the heart of the project is the work now under way—in Xuanmagou and other nearby
villages—to shear the tops off 700 mountains, use that dirt to fill the valleys in between,
and so create a plateau fit for new construction. Residents and environmentalists are

concerned about the scale of the project and its potential impact.iZ [ 21 4% 0 Hi e 1F 5k
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Their reasons vary, but centre on a lack of transparency. Environmentalists insist their
complaints are not based on knee-jerk opposition to development. "We are not necessarily

opposed," says Zhao Zhong, a local activist. "If we could see detailed information we could
evaluate it, but nobody is providing any."
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Li Ding, a geography professor at Lanzhou University, says there is not even clarity on the
boundaries of the new project. One widely reported figure says it will cover 113 square km.
City officials, says Mr Li, were at first keen to publicise the project, but have shut up as
criticism mounted.
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One big concern is the area's lack of water. Wang Nai'ang, also of Lanzhou University,
says precise calculations are difficult because of the vagueness of the plans that have so
far been made public. He says he does not know whether the annual shortfall will be 100
cubic metres of water or a billion. "But | can definitely say the area will lack adequate
water." Villagers complain they have not been consulted, and do not know whether they
will be forced to move or compensated adequately.
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According to Mr Zhao, this kind of thing now happens less in China's more developed
eastern provinces. "But in the west, it is still easy to avoid transparency and public
consultation."
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Lanzhou city officials did not respond to questions about the project. Nor did one of the
main developers, China Pacific Construction Group, a private firm headed by Yan Jiehe, a
flamboyant tycoon often described as "China's Donald Trump." But Mr Yan recently told
theChina Economic Weekly that the project would be a "city of wonders", blending the best
of Las Vegas and Venice.
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