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The empress of reality television
China’s transgender Oprah

As an army colonel who became a woman, she exemplifies a society in flux
Feb 11th 2017 | BEIJING

Vocab
1. empress n. a woman who is the ruler of an empire L&
e.g. the Empress of Egypt I2RLZE
2. transgender adj. EEMRIRY; ZE4RY Transgender people, such as transsexuals, do not have a
straightforward gender identity.
e.g. ...a three-year-project designed to overcome prejudice towards gay, lesbian, bisexual

and transgenderpeople. A= F ETE RN BREMNRE . WHE B MR E T RILNINE
3. colonel n. (f%F. TEIEEREEARY) LKL A colonel is a senior officer in an army, air force,
or the marines.

e.g. This particular place was run by an ex-Army colonel. ;XM 75 IABTH—IRIfEE LIREE,
4. exemplify v. to be a typical example of sth 2...fYB1EY ( B{ESE. #55F)

e.g. Her early work is exemplified in her book, 'A Study of Children's Minds'. #Bfy {JLE&
BUEAR) —PEMERIIRIE.
5. flux n. continuous movement and change REHIZSEN | AMEAIZAL

e.g. Our society is in a state of flux. B(i IR SERITEE.

CHINA'S favourite chat-show host has had an extraordinary career. Jin Xing was the
country’s most successful dancer before becoming a colonel in an army
entertainment troupe. He won fame in America, where the New York Times called
him “a Chinese genius”. He trained dancers in Brussels and Rome, before returning
to China for a sex-change operation. As a woman, she resumed her career as a
ballerina, set up the country’s first private ballet company, ran a bar in Beijing and
married a German businessman.

Vocab
1. chat-show n. (BfIsiEEE LA)IRIETH, ThXTH, RO A chat show is a television or
radio show in which people talk in a friendly, informal way about different topics.
2. troupe n. (KEFELM)ELE, FREH, XIIF A troupe is a group of actors, singers, or
dancers who work together and often travel around together, performing in different places.

e.g. ...troupes of travelling actors.{[5]38 158 51 28 A AY Bl ]
3. ballerina n. BEE £ E A A ballerina is a woman ballet dancer.
4. set up PHRASAL VERB #2iEzhi8 6l&;21;%HE;4 52 If you set something up, you create or
arrange it.

e.g. The two sides agreed to set up a commission to investigate claims.. XA EEHE—TZ 57
SRPEBLRBEEK,
Sentence



He trained dancers in Brussels and Rome, before returning to China for a sex-change operation.
RAEMNFIEAAR, BEBEANEEZ—RESEBIHRONRENR, I9FEFFEREIERE, MIEBENSE
BRI 7RI, BNER, SATRENENEFEEEX, NRMEZRLEE], NthaitbeforefIEM
TERIHE.

In a conservative society where even homosexuality is frowned upon, let alone sex-
reassignment, her life would seem to place Ms Jin well outside the stodgy
mainstream of Chinese broadcasting (she is pictured at her home in Shanghai). Yet
Ms Jin, who is 49, is the country’s most popular television judge. She began with a
local version of “So You Think You Can Dance” and hit the jackpot with “The Jin
Xing_ Show”, a variety and chat programme with an audience of around 100m. She
has appeared with her husband on the Chinese version of “The Amazing Race”, in
which couples race each other around the world. Her latest venture, “Chinese
Dating”, is in its first season.

Vocab
1. conservative adj. opposed to great or sudden social change; showing that you prefer
traditional styles and values &89 ; <FIBAY

e.g. Her style of dress was never conservative. #IpRZEFE— ) LBAMRST,
2. homosexuality n. B4
3. let alone n. BEAMNMIR; IrfE; T
4. sex-reassignment H3IEE

e.g. Sex-reassignment surgery: 4 5IE & F AR
5. stodgy adj. BiRAY;S ARIAY; 1% = IKAY If you describe someone or something as stodgy,
you dislike them or are bored by them because they are very old-fashioned or serious.

e.g. They're not cultured or interesting, they are boring stodgy old things.fti{ 1215, RZIk,
E—HTIERNERIN,
6. hit the jackpot PHRASE #3i& BXSEAXMIN; &7 —AZEH; RIFiE If you hit the jackpot,
you have a great success, for example by winning a lot of money or having a piece of good luck.
Sentence
She began with a local version of “So You Think You Can Dance” and hit the jackpot with “The
Jin Xing_Show?”, a variety and chat programme with an audience of around 100m.
E+: She began with a local version of “So You Think You Can Dance” and hit the jackpot
with “The Jin Xing_ Show” BN H5IiEIE
a variety and chat programme with an audience of around 100m. £ “The Jin Xing Show” AIfZFE

Ms Jin’s story reflects remarkable changes in Chinese society since her childhood.
She joined the army at the age of nine and endured a training regime that, as she
puts it, would count as child abuse in the West. During her surgery, an oxygen
shortage damaged her left leg so badly that doctors thought she would be lucky to
walk again. Gruelling retraining enabled her to resume dancing within a year.

Vocab
1. regime n. a method or system of organizing or managing sth £B¢3757% ; S1R{KH
e.g. Our tax regime is one of the most favourable in Europe. EfiJB9F IS TR{IAHI 2RI
B IBRIFMI R E 2 —,
2.countas MA; B2 BN
3. abuse n. unfair, cruel or violent treatment of sb EfF



e.g. child abuse EfF)LE
4. gruelling adj. very difficult and tiring, needing great effort for a long time {EAfEAR
B ; FTEARY

e.g. a gruelling journey/ schedule {FAfRKIRIRE ; EART

Those struggles with adversity have helped Ms Jin win favour among older Chinese,
a more conservative cohort that is also, surprisingly, her biggest fan base. Many of
them, too, have suffered enormous hardship —during the Cultural Revolution of the
1960s and 1970s, and the famine that followed the Great Leap Forward of the late
1950s, in which tens of millions died. Even those born after 1980—roughly half the
population—know well what their elders endured.

Vocab
1. adversity n. a difficult or unpleasant situation [FiF ; %5

e.g. courage in the face of adversity EXEIERIES
2. conservative adj. opposed to great or sudden social change; showing that you prefer

traditional styles and values {#<FfY ; <FIBAY
e.g. the conservative views of his parents {52 BHURTIS
3. cohort n. BBk 35%E; BhF Aperson's cohorts are their friends, supporters, or associates.
e.g. Drake and his cohorts were not pleased with my appointment.{& & 72 38— & A F AT
R
4. hardship n. a situation that is difficult and unpleasant because you do not have enough
money, food, clothes, etc. R ; FE ; 1518
e.g. economic/ financial, etc. hardship &%, WMEZERHE
5. Great Leap Forward n. KExi# (FE1958—1960FEEZENS TH—XAHINAEIR, XE
B AOEAMARE RN SEEFRAS hBERA T A RMR T A HFZN S R AEF)

Identity crises

The tension between Ms Jin’s persona as a patriotic Chinese, and the one she
displays as a globetrotter with a foreign husband (in January she joined the global
elite at the World Economic Forum in Davos), is one that is widely understood
among her compatriots. They have become the world’s great travellers. Over 100m
got visas for holidays abroad last year, more than the citizens of any other country.
Ms Jin describes herself as having been “a little Chinese boy thirsting for the West”.
She writes of dreaming about Coca-Cola and freedom in Paris, or surreptitiously
reading porn magazines and cruising gay bars in Greenwich Village. In her memoir,
“Shanghai Tango”, she says that in the gay communities of New York, she feels
herself to be “a traveller in a foreign land twice over”—as a woman in a man’s body
and as a Chinese person abroad (who happens to be, she might have added, ethnic
Korean).

Vocab
1. persona n. the aspects of a person's character that they show to other people,
especially when their real character is different %% ; (8% ; RRAE

e.g. His public persona is quite different from the family man described in the book. i
NS SBRFHRENTREABEEIER,

2. patriotic adj. having or expressing a great love of your country ZEH



e.g. a patriotic man who served his country well AEBRENZEE
3. globetrotter n. a person who travels widelyFEiEzt] Bttt 5% FIRIRITE
4. elite n. a group of people in a society, etc. who are powerful and have a lot of
influence, because they are rich, intelligent, etc. FE&ER ; (iR ) ERAY , HHESERE

e.g. a member of the ruling/ intellectual elite FEFA&ERMKR ; AHRRAHEES
5. compatriot n. =countryman a person who was born in, or is a citizen of, the same
country as sb else EiE ; EEA

e.g. He played against one of his compatriots in the semi-final. fifE3RERSHBAT—L
FIREIEFXIZ,
6. thirst =crave 'thirst for sth (literary) to feel a strong desire for sth ;&2 ; ;&
K

e.g. She thirsted for power. R EHMENS.
7. surreptitiously adv. faifaith; FREEHh; AIEHih
8. porn n. [& pornography 2FR) ®18 (0iEF) {Em Pornography refers to books,
magazines, and films that are designed to cause sexual excitement by showing naked people or
referring to sexual acts.

e.g. A nationwide campaign against pornography began in the summer.—17 £ E 4] HIZH1E
mAVTIEEZSRTIN T,
9. memoir n. {£1c;1ZH#& A memoir is a book or article that you write about someone who you
have known well.

e.g. He has just published a memoir in honour of his captain.fth IR 4 T —ZEIC L2 20 AIRA
<,
10. ethnic connected with or belonging to a nation, race or people that shares a cultural
tradition FIERY ; FhEAY

e.g. ethnic groups/ communities J&Ef ; Mi&itX

In Belgium she feels haunted by the Chinese words she sees on signs in the streets;
their calls, she writes, “get louder and louder”. She looks at a Ming vase at a market
in Brussels and feels “ashamed” of Chinese who live abroad and have “only
contempt” for their ancestral heritage.

Vocab
1. Belgium n. EEFIEY (AMEZR, =#HE2E/RBrussels)
2. haunt v. Bi2%5) & H7&F A ghost or spirit that haunts a place or a person regularly appears
in the place, or is seen by the person and frightens them.

e.g. His ghost is said to haunt some of the rooms, banging a toy drum 317 E RERZ ERE T
RS SEEPN—LLEEER,
3. contempt n. ~ (for sb/ sth) the feeling that sb/ sth is without value and deserves no
respect at all Bl ; 155 ; &fll

e.g. Politicians seem to be generally held in contempt by ordinary people.—fZ AT
ERENENBE,
4. ancestral adj. tH5cRY; 1HfERY You use ancestral to refer to a person's family in former times,
especially when the family is important and has property or land which they have had for a long
time.

China has several cultural figures who are better known in the West than at home.
Ms Jin could have been another. But she chose to return home for her sex-change
surgery, at some personal risk since the procedure was almost unknown there. “I



was born in China,” she says. “It is in China | must be reborn_as a woman.”

Vocab
1. procedure n. f2f%; $I18; F4E A procedure is a way of doing something, especially the
usual or correct way.

e.g. The White House said there would be no change in procedure. A Zitf2 % EAS KA
.o
2. reborn n. B4 ;EM;F4 If you say that someone or something has been reborn, you mean
that they have become active again after a period of being inactive.

e.g. Russia was being reborn as a great power.{#% Er 21 4R N 5EE ,
Sentence
“It is in China | must be reborn as a woman.”

S2IEE), SBIFIN in China

Xi Jinping,_China’s president, presents himself as a staunch defender of “traditional”
Chinese culture, and warns of the danger of Western “infiltration”. His preferences
were clear in a recent official directive, which calls for the protection of China’s

“cultural security”. But like most of her compatriots, Ms Jin is happy to take what
she wants from both China and the West.

Vocab
1. staunch adj. strong and loyal in your opinions and attitude F£3CRY ; 'RER
e.g. a staunch Catholic SFRIFEHHIHIGE
2. defender n. D E{RIFPE ;4IFZE If someone is a defender of a particular thing or person that
has been criticized, they argue or act in support of that thing or person.

3. infiltration n. 3%
4. directive n. an official instruction 1§75~ ; 9%
e.g. The EU has issued a new set of directives on pollution. REEB&# T —&RHKXTF TR
e,
Sentence
Xi Jinping, China’s president, presents himself as a staunch defender of “traditional” Chinese
culture, and warns of the danger of Western “infiltration”.
F+: XidJinping presents himself as a staunch defender of “traditional” Chinese culture
China’s president f#¥% xijinping

On the face of it, she embodies everything that is untraditional. Her rejection of
being a man flies in the face of Confucian culture. The television manner for which
she is famous—a blunt, cut-the-crap sassiness—is the opposite of stereotypical
feminine deference. Yet her life as a woman has not been a simple rebellion against
convention. By adopting three children and marrying (albeit a foreigner), she created
around herself what she calls “a real Chinese family”. The values she espouses are
old-fashioned even in China. In her new dating game, the contestants may not
choose a match without their families’ permission; indeed, it is the families who
interview the contestants’ prospective partners—resulting in rampant sexism, with
women being asked about children and men about money. This has been too much
for some viewers; online commentators have slammed the format as chauvinist and
“retro”. But Ms Jin’s popularity suggests many young people believe that tradition



should not be discarded.

Vocab
1. embody V. to express or represent an idea or a quality EAFEI , AW , £F ( BB

7))

e.g. the principles embodied in the Declaration of Human Rights{AHI{E { ANES) F
)
2. untraditional adj. not existing in or as part of a tradition; not customary or long-established - 3F
Z5I09; JEIRBIAY

3. rejection n.

ya)

n. 848,18 [@]; 5FR

- BERAFER

- BUBRYL R FAD; K )
<E>HE R

Hown -

4. Confucian adj. based on or believing the teachings of the
Chinese philosopher Confucius 39 ; 51 ; FLFFRH
5. blunt adj. (of a person or remark ABkiiiE ) very direct; saying exactly what you think
without trying to be polite KERY ; E=1Y
e.g. To be blunt, your work is appalling. 1825 , {REGETFER—BET.
6. cut-the-crap Ei&FWMit; BIEIE
7. sassiness n. JoAl
8. stereotypical adj. A, HHE LAY, EREEHR A stereotypicalidea of a type of person or
thing is a fixed general idea that a lot of people have about it, that may be false in many cases.
e.g. Dara challenges our stereotypical ideas about gender and femininity. iAfi 33 Ff 12— &R
MHRIFZ TRV E T FN.
9. feminine adj. having the qualities or appearance considered to be typical of women;
connected with women (1E§SREIMNR ) ZIHFER , ZI4RY |, 132RY
e.g. That dress makes you look very feminine. BMFXRIRIFEIFEBINAXEY.
10. deference n. behaviour that shows that you respect sb/ sth E& ; iBM ; IFM
e.g. The women wore veils in deference to the customs of the country X3 & ER
2D BB NXNMERIISIAE.
11. rebellion n. an attempt by some of the people in a country to change their
government, using violence £ ; ¥R&EL ; &
e.g. The north of the country rose in rebellion against the government. X/ MEZRILS
WX AL T RISBRFEIHREL.
12. albeit conj. although RE ; 8
e.g. He finally agreed, albeit reluctantly, to help us. RE®#IR , MREFEEZEE
fil.
13. espouse V. to give your support to a belief, policy etc. 32¥F , #iP , Bak ({50, BER
%)
e.g. They espoused the notion of equal opportunity for all in education. {t{{JE=EE2
BAEAANSSFLE.
14. contestant n. a person who takes part in a contest Lt FE& ;| mRE
e.g Please welcome our next contestant. IEXRIBFA I T —(IT25%EF,
15. rampant adj. existing or spreading everywhere in a way that cannot be controlled ;Zik

Y . BImEY



e.g. Unemployment is now rampant in most of Europe. ZERGNAIAEZMOIEX |, Sl (a]RT
LA,
16. sexism n. the unfair treatment of people, especially women, because of their sex; the
attitude that causes this ( JUIEXIZZIHRY ) MRIEAR , HAIRL

e.g. legislation designed to combat sexism in the work place STEHEHI T/EIZRTEIMERI,
MAGERL
17. commentator n. i£i€5 A commentator is someone who often writes or broadcasts about a
particular subject.

e.g. ...a political commentator...BUATEIS G
18. slam v. PE[FH#HETEIZZIIFEE To slam someone or something means to criticize them very
severely.
19. chauvinist n. P32 X #& a person displaying excessive or prejudiced support or loyalty for
their own cause, group, or sex* "EWE—FENE; FREAE—ENE; NUEAE—EXE
20. discard v. ~ sb/ sth (as sth) to get rid of sth that you no longer want or need X% ; #i

#

e.g. He had discarded his jacket because of the heat. ERSRKFUtbHIE 75,

In her memoir, Ms Jin talks about two historical figures whom she calls role models.
One is Sai Jinhua, a prostitute who became the mistress of the imperial envoy to
Germany and used her knowledge of the language to save the Qing emperor from
German troops sent to crush the Boxer Uprising in 1900. (Jealous officials jailed her
for her pains.) Ms Jin notes approvingly how Sai “rebelled” against what had
appeared to be her destiny as a pauper.

Vocab
1. prostitute n. a person who has sex for money S5E# ; 1B ; & ; B
2. mistress n. a man's (usually a married man's ) mistress is a woman that he is having a
regular sexual relationship with and who is not his wife 1§43
3. imperial adj. connected with an empire FER ; EFH

e.g. the imperial family/ palace/ army BE%Kj% ; BE ; EXME
4. jealous adj. feeling angry or unhappy because sb you like or love is showing interest in
sb else IZEEHY ; IF=EY

e.g. a jealous wife/ husband {FIZREIZETF /St
5.jail v. ~sb (for sth) to put sb in prison &%t

e.g. He was jailed for life for murder fiERRIEMBR B L,
6. rebel v. ~ (against sb/ sth) to fight against or refuse to obey an authority, for example
a government, a system, your parents, etc. i&x ; &1 ; B

e.g. Most teenagers find something to rebel against. KZ#H{ S/ VFEERINEIR,
7. destiny n. what happens to sb or what will happen to them in the future, especially
things that they cannot change or avoid iz ; Xap ; K2

e.g. the destinies of nations EZRM&RIZ
8. pauper n. a very poor person SA ; BR ; £5

e.g. He did die a pauper and is buried in an unmarked grave. ftZEAORT R — X AR, ZHE—LT
BEINF,

The other model, more surprisingly, is Jiang Qing (Madame Mao), one of the
Cultural Revolution’s most reviled figures, who cheered on the Red Guards as they
tortured and killed her enemies. Ms Jin calls her “full of charm and intelligence” and



the creator of “major masterpieces” during that period (Jiang Qing oversaw the
production of operas about the Communist Party’s early days). It is a sign of how
much China is changing that its cast of heroines encompasses not only the heroic
harlots and villainous empresses of the past, but also a transsexual conservative
talk-show host.

Vocab

1. Cultural Revolution n. X KE# (1966-1976 FEHEN—I1FBUAENEL, SELAEZRLRNESD
B8 ELNEFRAOIDI R, SRS FAERKE. SAAMER B ENFINEZRZRNDAS
3, HEMTEENRFRBIREL; 1976F4R)

— oo S=o0o0

2. revile v. 1%IR;F % ;185 58K If someone or something is reviled, people hate them intensely
or show their hatred of them.

e.g. He was just as feared and reviled as his tyrannical parents... {1t 155 BRI B—1F R
ANEEMIGIR,
3. tortured adj. suffering severely; involving a lot of suffering and difficulty #EZEEIRY ; 18

\\\\\\\\

e.g. a tortured mind EHHAIL
4. heroine n. a girl or woman who is admired by many for doing sth brave or good %%
I ; L&NR

e.g. the heroines of the revolution BPZEmMPRIRAILSE
5. heroic adj. showing extreme courage and admired by many people ZEERY ; ZHERY

e.g. Rescuers made heroic efforts to save the crew.¥iEARAERIGENEMESRER,
6. harlot n. 38%%;;243 If someone describes a woman as a harlot, they disapprove of her
because she is a prostitute, or because she looks or behaves like a prostitute.
7. villainous n. (formal) very evil; very unpleasant FE%HY ; BJ1ERY

e.g. ...her villainous father. it AR M EIRA 3
8. transsexual n. Z14EEE ;T4 A A transsexual is a person who has decided that they want to
live as a person of the opposite sex, and so has changed their name and appearance in order to
do this. Transsexuals sometimes have an operation to change their sex.

The empress of reality television

RMEAFEZE

China’s transgender Oprah:

H ] ) 2 A B

As an army colonel who became a woman, she exemplifies a society in flux

W SC T EAGAR VR N s iR T A iR

CHINA’S favourite chat-show host has had an extraordinary career. Jin Xing was the
country’s most successful dancer before becoming a colonel in an army entertainment
troupe. He won fame in America, where the New York Times called him “a Chinese
genius”. He trained dancers in Brussels and Rome, before returning to China for a sex-
change operation. As a woman, she resumed her career as a ballerina, set up the
country’s first private ballet company, ran a bar in Beijing and married a German
businessman.

H i B 5 A RN R A BRI SRR AR . FERCI S TR E R E R Z
B SRERETE RIS . MAESEEKGRSEE, <AZRy R HERA. i



W TEAT & 2R /RN D SRR SREEEE %, ) I O TR AR R NG DA RS SR B3 B
HEFITG A RPN, Q5 TR ES RN EESER, s aE TR, Jf
ey T — A EE R A

In a conservative society where even homosexuality is frowned upon, let alone sex-
reassignment, her life would seem to place Ms Jin well outside the stodgy mainstream of
Chinese broadcasting (she is pictured at her home in Shanghai). Yet Ms Jin, who is 49, is
the country’s most popular television judge. She began with a local version of “So You
Think You Can Dance” and hit the jackpot with “The Jin Xing Show”, a variety and chat
programme with an audience of around 100m. She has appeared with her husband on the
Chinese version of “The Amazing Race”, in which couples race each other around the
world. Her latest venture, “Chinese Dating”, is in its first season.

TERXORSFAE S B, ANIWr B R A 98 . SRR E N T o WAl 2 P2l (-2 f it
B ORAFR R E B A (R ST E RIGMRS) . (H49% 14 B AR b E 55 32 G )
AR ZE . A E R <BEMRGED AR GE: RO SE E R 2EE E A F5So You
Think You Can Dance) , MJETE <EEFEY —BHL. ZEEE B—RHNEEELZEN
WRETH, WAL, W LR —FSmhER AERTH> |, XS X ETFHTHER
BREFRRTH. W XIFE T — R B R, £5 T <PEAMEY H—2F.

Ms Jin’s story reflects remarkable changes in Chinese society since her childhood. She
joined the army at the age of nine and endured a training regime that, as she puts it,
would count as child abuse in the West. During her surgery, an oxygen shortage damaged
her left leg so badly that doctors thought she would be lucky to walk again. Gruelling
retraining enabled her to resume dancing within a year.

SEMMFIMT , PELS A ZENARLOREA TERZ . Hbini, % 2%
JEFTEZ NG, TEV TR E R . AR TET RN, BT ok, A ZERRSZE] T E A
BEAMIAFMEE AT ERM O FIE. B TSI LR, 42 W EH T 1R kA%

Those struggles with adversity have helped Ms Jin win favour among older Chinese, a
more conservative cohort that is also, surprisingly, her biggest fan base. Many of them,
too, have suffered enormous hardship—during the Cultural Revolution of the 1960s and
1970s, and the famine that followed the Great Leap Forward of the late 1950s, in which
tens of millions died. Even those born after 1980—roughly half the population—know well
what their elders endured.

s TRXEHEBR T MER 2200 . & AU RSP IR AE AN AU . T ELARA T R i K PR 52
FEREIAR, SEAEA A o X EEEAE N KL RIARZE D AR I o —— ik 2005 B 4R R S
REfy, PRI R KRS i b T NSRRI B EZ) b [ —2 N T80
JEtAREREE —EANEH 4.

Identity crises

Hhrfail

The tension between Ms Jin’s persona as a patriotic Chinese, and the one she displays as
a globetrotter with a foreign husband (in January she joined the global elite at the World
Economic Forum in Davos), is one that is widely understood among her compatriots. They
have become the world’s great travellers. Over 100m got visas for holidays abroad last
year, more than the citizens of any other country. Ms Jin describes herself as having been



“a little Chinese boy thirsting for the West”. She writes of dreaming about Coca-Cola and
freedom in Paris, or surreptitiously reading porn magazines and cruising gay bars in
Greenwich Village. In her memoir, “Shanghai Tango”, she says that in the gay
communities of New York, she feels herself to be “a traveller in a foreign land twice
over’—as a woman in a man’s body and as a Chinese person abroad (who happens to
be, she might have added, ethnic Korean).

FH L, SENEZEMPEAN, dR5SME SRR AR (— At
T AR IR ERIR R RETHEE) . HXNES W) R E R EE. PEA
B2 THAIRITE . X4, Mo EARRESMRITZAIE, AR E R A2 R
%. ©RVAH SR AT AR P ENE T MEEA CERT AR, ERk O
HH, ERMAEOHRE, EREE THEWREIEH I RPEEIE. dre B % G ERSD
H5E, SAAEMESFX S, i B SR RS AR AR T — R A E S
ANFHZN, RSFERESMIREN (BFEXAEE ., LRSI AN) .

In Belgium she feels haunted by the Chinese words she sees on signs in the streets; their
calls, she writes, “get louder and louder”. She looks at a Ming vase at a market in
Brussels and feels “ashamed” of Chinese who live abroad and have “only contempt” for
their ancestral heritage.

TELLFIISTI . i 5e 565 R SChRMUAEREE . MG T8, TR SOk o i FEAT
= NI 77w S R A A 3 €57 T L e =R i d S N e o ES NG =22 N R (W Y 2
IR HE .

China has several cultural figures who are better known in the West than at home. Ms Jin
could have been another. But she chose to return home for her sex-change surgery, at
some personal risk since the procedure was almost unknown there. “I was born in China,”
she says. “It is in China | must be reborn as a woman.”

A E S S NEP T R E N B AR L, SRR REALS Hrp . (B T
bl E AT AR. XEE X, ERYNENREEFRILEES A TR
7, bl “pr DA EE A L N

Xi Jinping, China’s president, presents himself as a staunch defender of “traditional”
Chinese culture, and warns of the danger of Western “infiltration”. His preferences were
clear in a recent official directive, which calls for the protection of China’s “cultural
security”. But like most of her compatriots, Ms Jin is happy to take what she wants from
both China and the West.

H B T ST P R B B SR MRS SO IR S R AN BT SRR B
B X —RETERGE K E TR, RIS AR E SR 4", (Ha R
REL A, IREEZAEM B S ERIl, Tk A P EIEETT .

On the face of it, she embodies everything that is untraditional. Her rejection of being a
man flies in the face of Confucian culture. The television manner for which she is famous
—a blunt, cut-the-crap sassiness—is the opposite of stereotypical feminine deference.
Yet her life as a woman has not been a simple rebellion against convention. By adopting
three children and marrying (albeit a foreigner), she created around herself what she calls
“a real Chinese family”. The values she espouses are old-fashioned even in China. In her
new dating game, the contestants may not choose a match without their families’
permission; indeed, it is the families who interview the contestants’ prospective partners



—resulting in rampant sexism, with women being asked about children and men about
money. This has been too much for some viewers; online commentators have slammed
the format as chauvinist and “retro”. But Ms Jin’s popularity suggests many young people
believe that tradition should not be discarded.
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In her memoir, Ms Jin talks about two historical figures whom she calls role models. One
is Sai Jinhua, a prostitute who became the mistress of the imperial envoy to Germany and
used her knowledge of the language to save the Qing emperor from German troops sent
to crush the Boxer Uprising in 1900. (Jealous officials jailed her for her pains.) Ms Jin
notes approvingly how Sai “rebelled” against what had appeared to be her destiny as a
paupetr.
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The other model, more surprisingly, is Jiang Qing (Madame Mao), one of the Cultural
Revolution’s most reviled figures, who cheered on the Red Guards as they tortured and
killed her enemies. Ms Jin calls her “full of charm and intelligence” and the creator of
“major masterpieces” during that period (Jiang Qing oversaw the production of operas
about the Communist Party’s early days). It is a sign of how much China is changing that
its cast of heroines encompasses not only the heroic harlots and villainous empresses of
the past, but also a transsexual conservative talk-show host.
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