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Family planning in China
Two little, too late

China has replaced its “one-child policy” with a two-child one. It should stop
dictating family size altogether
Nov 7th 2015

Vocab
1. dictate v. s ;XS <;581THLE If someone dictates to someone else, they tell them what
they should do or can do.

e.g. He had warned the West against trying to dictate to the Soviet Union...fttZEmRAFERAE

HEXBERESHS .

FOR more than 35 years, the Chinese Communist Party has governed the world’s
most-populous nation by means of a thinly disguised threat: the country could
become rich only if most couples limited themselves to having no more than one
child. If they disobeyed, women were forced to undergo abortions; parents were
subject to fines equivalent to several years’ income and sometimes dismissed from
their jobs; in the countryside, the homes of poor peasants who could not afford the
penalties were occasionally stripped of anything of value and then knocked down.
The “one-child policy”, as the benighted approach to the country’s development
was known, became synonymous with some of the most brutal aspects of the
party’s rule. The bitter irony is that China’s problem today is too few babies, not too
many.

Vocab
1. populous adj. where a large number of people live AORZH ; AOZERN

e.g. one of America's most populous states SEERIAORMNZ—
2. thinly adv. in a way that is not sincere or enthusiastic /&3 ; 188

e.g. She smiled thinly. #iRA—5E,
3. disguise v. ~sb (as sb/ sth) to change your appearance so that people cannot
recognize you &5 ; =5 ; 3

e.g. She disguised herself as a boy.jthZzinELE,
4. undergo v. to experience sth, especially a change or sth unpleasant & , &% ( &{t.
NRIVESE )

e.g. to undergo tests/ trials/ repairs Z2ZEY ; ETRIE
5. abortion n. AL ; BERA If a woman has an abortion, she ends her pregnancy deliberately
so that the baby is not born alive.

e.g. His girlfriend had an abortion. ftt {94 B # 7 7= .
6. peasant n. )RR A peasant is a poor person of low social status who works on the land; used
of people who live in countries where farming is still a common way of life.

e.g. Chinese peasants farm their own plots. FE R B8 SR EFHE,
7. penalty n.~ (for sth) a punishment for breaking a law, rule or contract &5 ; 457 ; 7l




S|

e.g. Assault carries a maximum penalty of seven years' imprisonment.2IEASZFETH
W= THFRYIRES,
8. benighted adj. ~Z/; SBRAEY; FTNAY If you describe people or the place where they live
as benighted, you think they are unfortunate or do not know anything.

e.g. Famine hit that benighted country once more. /5B /X EE T BN SFKES,
9. synonymous adj. ~ (with sth) so closely connected with sth that the two things appear
to be the same &E@ETF..AY

e.g. Wealth is not necessarily synonymous with happiness. W BXxMNERTER,
10. brutal adj. violent and cruel %2/ ; 214

e.g. a brutal attack/ murder/ rape/ killing BFEEHIN TR/ 3RTF/ RE
11. bitter adj. MZIAY; JEZIRY; FTFHEER In a bitterargument or conflict, people argue very
angrily or fight very fiercely.

e.g. ...the scene of bitter fighting during the Second World War. 55 — /% tt 52 A b BA (838 5 AY &5
SHAM|E

On October 29th the party belatedly decided to switch to a two-child policy. It had
already been allowing this for some couples—for example, if one of the parents was
an only child. Easing up a bit more, it reasoned, would help slow the country’s rapid
ageing. More children would (eventually) mean more people to look after the elderly
—a looming problem in a country with only a rudimentary welfare system. Once
again, however, the party has miscalculated.

Vocab

1. belated adj. IR3EHT; IEIRAY; WHEHEIRRT A belated action happens later than it should have
done.

e.g. ...the government's belated attempts to alleviate the plight of the poor. B fF—EB{EIERIIA T
28
2. rudimentary adj. dealing with only the most basic matters or ideas £/t ; EAH

e.g. They were given only rudimentary training in the job. B J{YXZ 2T EARAIFRI)I|
%,
3. miscalculate v. to judge a situation wrongly ( X3z ) FIKTEER

e.g. She miscalculated the level of opposition to her proposals. &EZIHBHIEINESZE]
XXAFIEFUAIR X,
Sentence
Once again, however, the party has miscalculated.

XEBEERTEIZ once again, FTEAIE however JZ] 7 &/

In 1979, when it introduced the one-child policy, it believed that coercion was the
only way to ensure that population growth did not become unsustainable. The party
has since claimed that the policy has helped prevent 400m births.

Vocab
1. coercion n. 5®838;8;1&18 Coercion is the act or process of persuading someone forcefully to
do something that they do not want to do.

e.g. It was vital that the elections should be free of coercion or intimidation. & &5 A3 5818 ),

/L;\I]_F‘fj'j], }ﬁ?:;éigo



In fact, there is little evidence to back this claim. China’s birth rate had been falling
rapidly since the early 1970s with the help of little more than education campaigns.
The birth rate continued to fall under the new policy, but other countries have seen
similar declines without resorting to cruelty and oppression. Their experience
suggests that the more important factors behind China’s lower birth rate were rising
female participation in the workforce, improvements in education, later marriages
and the rapidly increasing_cost of education and housing. The main effect of the
one-child policy was to foster egregious human-rights abuses against the minority
who ignored it.

Vocab
1. cruelty n. ~ (to sb/ sth) behaviour that causes pain or suffering to others, especially
deliberately (/THEEEN ) 7%EE , 787, 7%&:
e.g. cruelty to animals XIENHIRIRELRS
2. oppression n. [£18; [Efll Oppression is the cruel or unfair treatment of a group of people.
e.g. ...an attempt to escape political oppression. 1t El WA [FIBAIZE
3. foster v. {E3#;5%/;1E5F To foster something such as an activity or idea means to help it to
develop.
e.g. Its cash crisis has been fostered by declining property values.it=IIZ1E5| & 7 & &L,
4. egregious adj. AT IMER;IREL S8 Egregious means very bad indeed.
e.g. ...the most egregious abuses of human rights. X A A% #9™ 28 % 7
Sentence
Their experience suggests that the more important factors behind China’s lower birth rate were
rising_female participation in the workforce, improvements in education, later marriages and the
rapidly increasing_cost of education and housing.
ZEF: Their experience suggests
MAEHFEIER L the more important factors behind China’s lower birth rate 1B 2 BiEE Z1S1f,
ESCF FHi2 birth rate were rising...
rising_female [FEI="ME!h participation in the workforce, improvements in education, later
marriages and the rapidly increasing_cost of education and housing
RE—1HEIER TN E and the rapidly increasing_cost of education and housing R F+

B ENESA.

By that measure, the new policy is also misguided. Some couples may feel
encouraged to have two children, but it is unlikely that the overall birth rate—now
well below the level needed to keep the population from falling—will climb by much
(see article). This is clear from the lukewarm response to previous changes allowing
couples to have two children in certain circumstances. A generation has grown up
indoctrinated in the belief that China has “too many people”. Except for the very
rich, most prefer to use their family’s resources (increasingly stretched by the
demands of the elderly) to give one child the best opportunities.

Vocab
1. lukewarm n. ~ (about sb/ sth) not interested or enthusiastic o> ; A<HERY
e.g. She was lukewarm about the plan. fXHXMTRIAARESGE,
2. indoctrinate v. to force sb to accept a particular belief or set of beliefs and not allow
them to consider any others 5&{T7EH] ({F{EF 15 )
e.g. They had been indoctrinated from an early age with their parents' beliefs. f{iJM/)\



HAGHIRFEN T 1R EBRIEI0,

A bitter pill

Bizarrely, the party still believes that coercion remains necessary. Those who have
had two children in violation of the previous policy will still have to pay off their
fines. It is likely that those who have three children will be punished. There is no
evidence that lifting these controls would result in a crippling population surge. So
the party’s insistence on maintaining them appears mostly a way of demonstrating
power and saving face—as well as the jobs of the 1m-strong army of family-
planning officials, who thrive on issuing fines.

Vocab
1. Bizarrely adv. in a very strange or unusual manner [2iftith, FFFFih
2. coercion n. 5838;ffi8 ;1878 Coercion is the act or process of persuading someone forcefully to
do something that they do not want to do.

e.g. It was vital that the elections should be free of coercion or intimidation. & FR A7 45 5883,
BIMTH, T—REXEE,
3. violation n. mass noun] the action of violating someone or something i/, &%; 2I0; &
& s’eF

e.g. the aircraft were in violation of UN resolutions. FBLET%#13E /R T EBASEIRIN,
4. pay off PHRASAL VERB #Ei&5id 1278, @& (f5i%5) If you pay off a debt, you give
someone all the money that you owe them.

e.g. It would take him the rest of his life to pay off that loan. 11§ FRE T BEILE R,
5. crippling adj. B EEE/ If you say that an action, policy, or situation has a crippling effect
on something, you mean it has a very serious, harmful effect.

e.g. The high cost of capital has a crippling effect on many small American high-tech firms...&5
BREERATEDN T ZENRZ/NESERQE],

The party would struggle to admit that the world’s biggest attempt at demographic
engineering has failed. But that is what it must do by lifting the remaining
restrictions. Not for the sake of boosting the birth rate—it may well be too late for
that. Rather because, after forcing so many Chinese to suffer to such little effect, a
disastrous policy deserves to be abolished.

Vocab
1. demographic adj. A0 (£) #;AO%T (%) Y Demographic means relating to or
concerning demography.
2. for the sake of for the sake of sb/ sth | for sb's/ sth's sake in order to help sb/ sth or
because you like sb/ sth ATEA (8FHS ) B ; BREA (8FHS) 5K
e.g. They stayed together for the sake of the children. I T#&F , i IXFFE—HC,
3. disastrous adj. very bad, harmful or unsuccessful #RFEFERY ; KEMRY ; STE2EWAY
e.g. a disastrous harvest/ fire/ result FEEERIK/ XK ; KUEMAILER
4. abolish v. to officially end a law, a system or an institution [&f& , JELE (iXE. FE. I
B )
e.g. This tax should be abolished. X FiAIZEGHE,

This article appeared in the Leaders section of the print edition



Family planning in China
Two little, too late
HE R RIAEE: CIRBOR, AR et

China has replaced its “one-child policy” with a two-child one. It should stop dictating
family size altogether.

FEH MR T L BOK " EA BRI, X REIRE SR B TEIR E X A AL

For more than 35 years, the Chinese Communist Party has governed the world's most-
populous nation by means of a thinly disguised threat: the country could become rich
only if most couples limited themselves to having no more than one child. If they
disobeyed, women were forced to undergo abortions; parents were subject to fines
equivalent to several years' income and sometimes dismissed from their jobs; in the
countryside, the homes of poor peasants who could not afford the penalties were
occasionally stripped of anything of value and then knocked down. The “one-child
policy”, as the benighted approach to the country's development was known, became
synonymous with some of the most brutal aspects of the party's rule. The bitter irony is
that China's problem today is too few babies, not too many.
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On October 29th the party belatedly decided to switch to a two-child policy. It had already
been allowing this for some couples—for example, if one of the parents was an only child.
Easing up a bit more, it reasoned, would help slow the country's rapid ageing. More
children would (eventually) mean more people to look after the elderly—a looming
problem in a country with only a rudimentary welfare system. Once again, however, the
party has miscalculated.
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In 1979, when it introduced the one-child policy, it believed that coercion was the only
way to ensure that population growth did not become unsustainable. The party has since
claimed that the policy has helped prevent 400m births.

HE TF19794FE H & M AE T BORIT, YON R ST BN O RYERHR A — %, —H
PORIZBUEHERR, AT L BORBD 742 N O 2R

In fact, there is little evidence to back this claim. China's birth rate had been falling rapidly
since the early 1970s with the help of little more than education campaigns. The birth rate
continued to fall under the new policy, but other countries have seen similar declines
without resorting to cruelty and oppression. Their experience suggests that the more



important factors behind China's lower birth rate were rising female participation in the
workforce, improvements in education, later marriages and the rapidly increasing cost of
education and housing. The main effect of the one-child policy was to foster egregious
human-rights abuses against the minority who ignored it.
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By that measure, the new policy is also misguided. Some couples may feel encouraged to
have two children, but it is unlikely that the overall birth rate—now well below the level
needed to keep the population from falling—will climb by much. This is clear from the
lukewarm response to previous changes allowing couples to have two children in certain
circumstances. A generation has grown up indoctrinated in the belief that China has “too
many people”. Except for the very rich, most prefer to use their family's resources
(increasingly stretched by the demands of the elderly) to give one child the best
opportunities.
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Bizarrely, the party still believes that coercion remains necessary. Those who have had
two children in violation of the previous policy will still have to pay off their fines. It is likely
that those who have three children will be punished. There is no evidence that lifting these
controls would result in a crippling population surge. So the party's insistence on
maintaining them appears mostly a way of demonstrating power and saving face—as well
as the jobs of the 1m-strong army of family-planning officials, who thrive on issuing fines.
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The party would struggle to admit that the world's biggest attempt at demographic
engineering has failed. But that is what it must do by lifting the remaining restrictions. Not
for the sake of boosting the birth rate—it may well be too late for that. Rather because,
after forcing so many Chinese to suffer to such little effect, a disastrous policy deserves to
be abolished.
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