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Child trafficking
A cruel trade

To curb widespread trafficking of abducted children, officials and parents are
turning to social media
Jan 26th 2013 | TONGZHOU

Vocab
1. traffic v. IEFELE(Em. TEYE) Someone who traffics in something such as drugs or stolen

goods buys and sells them even though it is illegal to do so.
e.g. The president said illegal drugs are hurting the entire world and anyone who traffics in

them should be brought to justice. BB MIEEEERE MR, FHAIBERIZERAIAEBNIE
SEITELL,
2. abduct v. to take sb away illegally, especially using force 45 ; £hiF ; 4828

e.g. She was charged with abducting a six-month-old child. it #%1=1%35— 161 B A F .

THE Chinese new year, which this year falls on February 10th,_is a time of family
reunions. But Xiao Chaohua is preparing to spend his sixth new year without his
son, who was abducted in 2007 by suspected child traffickers. China’s one-child
policy has fuelled demand for children like his, thousands of whom are snatched
and sold every year to desperate, usually boy-less, couples. Spurred by the
campaigning of parents like Mr Xiao, the government is starting to acknowledge the
practice more openly. But curbing it is proving tough.

Vocab
1. reunion n. a social occasion or party attended by a group of people who have not seen
each other for a long time & ; AR ; B&

e.g. a family reunion ZRAHZE2
2. trafficker n. (LIEEMAY)AEIEEEE A trafficker in particular goods, especially drugs, is a
person who illegally buys or sells these goods.

e.g. They have been arrested as suspected drug traffickers. {12 2 E R IR E AL I3,
3. snatch v. 383#6;ZFE If something is snatched from you, it is stolen, usually using force. If a
person is snatched, they are taken away by force.

e.g. If your bag is snatched, let it go... E2B ARIMRIE, FILtHES,
4. desperate adj. IREERY;BEER If you are desperate for something or desperate to do
something, you want or need it very much indeed.

e.g. People are desperate for him to do something. AfI1#%k % b AEM =t 4 o
5. campaign n. RFCIiEE;FHEIES If someone campaigns for something, they carry out a
planned set of activities over a period of time in order to achieve their aim.

e.g. We are campaigning for law reform... B A1 [E/E S EMEITHITHRNE .,
Sentence
THE Chinese new year, which this year falls on February 10th,_is a time of family reunions.
ZF: THE Chinese new year is a time of family reunions
which this year falls on February 10th FiERMEIRIE, IEREMTEIENG, BREIE




Mr Xiao has been trying the hard way to raise awareness of the crime; driving
around the country in a minivan covered with posters of missing children. One of
them features his son, then five years old, dressed up for a school photograph in a
white jacket with red lapels (see picture). Mr Xiao, who lives in a village near
Tongzhou, one of Beijing’s satellite towns, says he has spent as much as 400,000
yuan ($64,300) of his own money on the project. He says there are other parents
elsewhere in China who tour the country in similarly bedecked vehicles.

Vocab
1. minivan n. =people carrier (JLI8EEEEEIAY) NELEEZE a small van, typically one fitted
with seats in the back for transporting passengers
2. poster n. a large notice, often with a picture on it, that is put in a public place to
advertise sth BI5HE ; /8R

e.g. election posters %558k
3. lapel n. (EFZIAIKR]) &I The lapels of a jacket or coat are the two top parts at the front
that are folded back on each side and join on to the collar.
4. bedecked adj. #&ifiF...89; %= If a place is bedecked with flags or other ornaments, these
things have been hung up to decorate it.

e.g. The palace was bedecked with flags. £ & Z|2bF2TEINEN .

The authorities have launched several crackdowns over the past two decades, but
the crime has persisted. Since a renewed effort began in 2009, more than 54,000
children have been rescued and 11,000 trafficking gangs “smashed”, Xinhua, the
state news-agency, reported in December. Officials claim the problem has become
less rampant.

Vocab
1. crackdown n. T=4E;™[5$T ;58 A crackdown is strong official action that is taken to punish
people who break laws.

e.g. ...anti-government unrest that ended with the violent army crackdown. 5z 22 # Z= A= [F HH %
AR B s EL
2. persist v. to continue to exist 4 ; (Rl ; HLERE

e.g. If the symptoms persist, consult your doctor. WIRIERIFERER , EEEESE.
3.smash v. to destroy, defeat or put an end to sth/ sb 3#38% : T ; ¥3%& ; (L

e.g. Police say they have smashed a major drugs ring. ZE/AUR it S T — MRS E
ZiR
4. rampant adj. (of sth bad ¥£55 ) existing or spreading everywhere in a way that cannot be
controlled ;Z5HY ; JEIRAY

e.g. Unemployment is now rampant in most of Europe. TERGMAIAZBAIEE |, Sl a)ffvE
AR,
Sentence
Since a renewed effort began in 2009, more than 54,000 children have been rescued and 11,000
trafficking_gangs “smashed”, Xinhua, the state news-agency, reported in December.
ZEF: Xinhua reported
. the state news-agency, & F1EHIE1f
MEBETF: children have been rescued and 11,000 trafficking gangs “smashed” - PNHFIIBIE




Given the patchiness of official data, this is hard to prove. Individual cases of
abduction are rarely reported by the state-controlled media. But Deng Fei, a Beijing-
based journalist and prominent campaigner on behalf of victims and their families,
believes the number of children being abducted is falling. Mr Xiao estimates that the
price of abducted boys has risen in recent years from around 40,000 yuan to about
90,000, perhaps because the supply of abducted children has been affected by the
police crackdown.

Vocab
1. patchiness n. ¥R
2. abduction n. (in legal use) the illegal removal of a child from its parents or guardians: (JA&1£
FAig) #HILE
3. prominent adj. important or well known EEf] ; Z8H ; 7REHY
4. campaigner n. a person who leads or takes part in a campaign, especially one for
political or social change ( JUIEBIATAISZER ) IEZIMSE | BaIsilE

e.g. an old/ veteran/ seasoned campaigner (= a person with a lot of experience of a
particular activity )B4/ R R/ ERFEAENR

Social media may also have played a role. In recent years, parents and activists
have been using websites and microblogs to share information about cases and
draw public attention to child abduction. Their efforts have put pressure on the
police, who have responded (unusually, given their suspicion _of internet activism)_by
using the internet themselves to contact the families of victims.

Vocab
1. put pressure on 44...J1EE
2. suspicion n. a feeling that sb has done sth wrong, illegal or dishonest, even though
you have no proof [7\&% ; Bt

e.g. He was arrested on suspicion of murder. ftBEFEREIRTHEIRE,
Sentence
Their efforts have put pressure on the police, who have responded (unusually, given their
suspicion of internet activism) by using the internet themselves to contact the families of victims.
E+: Their efforts have put pressure on the police

who have responded... XEHIERE M EIBMDRITTITIIRZRI XA the police

The police official in charge of anti-trafficking, Chen Shiqu, has an account on Sina
Weibo, one of China’s most popular microblog services. Its main page shows a
cartoon drawing of him, cuddling a rescued baby. “Have mobilised to verify”, he
wrote on January 23rd in response to a message from another microblogger about
a missing child. His account has 3.4m followers. Mr Deng, the journalist, has 2.8m
people who follow his microblog, which he uses to help return rescued children to
their parents. An account on Sina Weibo run by Baobei Huijia (Baby Come Home),
an activist network based in north-eastern China, has nearly 140,000 followers. Mr
Chen, the policeman, is a keen follower of the activists’ work, say the Chinese
media. Zhang Zhiwei, a lawyer who helps Baobei Huijia, says the public security
ministry has encouraged police to join internet groups that discuss child abductions
and engage with members openly. This is a novelty for the publicity-shy police.
China Youth Daily, a Beijing newspaper, reported that Mr Chen began his online



outreach under the pseudonym “Volunteer 007”, but his mastery of the subject had
soon led to his identity being revealed.

Vocab
1. cuddle v. to hold sb/ sth close in your arms to show love or affection i ; ##i8

e.g. A couple of teenagers were kissing and cuddling on the doorstep. —X3EERALE]
Bt SRV,
2. verify v. to check that sth is true or accurate 3L ; &Y ; ¥

e.g. We have no way of verifying his story. B 1T Rzt FmR A ST,
3. follower n. a person who supports and admires a particular person or set of ideas P
& ;B | 5

e.g. the followers of Mahatma Gandhi ZiEHARIFE
4.engage v. &N; (5...) BIZY)XZ If you engage with something or with a group of
people, you get involved with that thing or group and feel that you are connected with it or have
real contact with it.

e.g. She found it hard to engage with office life...th K B EN M AEAETE,
5. novelty n. the quality of being new, different and interesting ¥7&7 ; #3h ; ¥t

e.g. There's a certain novelty value in this approach. Xf 5B —ENF=.
6. publicity shy AFFHEEERN
7. outreach n. JMNEARSS; ¥ KBRS Outreach programmes and schemes try to find people who
need help or advice rather than waiting for those people to come and ask for help.

e.g. Their brief is to undertake outreach work aimed at young African Caribbeans on the estate.
AINESEAZEEXFRIVIENEINEN LB AREINERS.
8. pseudonym n. 8% ; %% A pseudonym is a name which someone, usually a writer, uses
instead of his or her real name.
9. mastery n.~ (of sth) great knowledge about or understanding of a particular thing 15
B ; BEER

e.g. She has mastery of several languages. H#EEE NiES.,

Mr Xiao, the parent, believes the authorities could be doing a lot more. Buyers of
abducted children still often get away without punishment—they usually live in
villages and sometimes enjoy protection from local officials. He says orphanages
sometimes fail to take DNA from children they receive. This can be used to look for
matches with DNA records held by anti-trafficking police. The absence of such
checks allows traffickers to sell children to orphanages, which can then offer them
for adoption at high fees.

Vocab
1. orphanage n. fllJLF%Z An orphanage is a place where orphans live and are looked after.
2. adoption n. the act of adopting a child §ZF% ; fFF
e.g. She put the baby up for adoption. iRHELE AKFFIBNEE)L.
Sentence
The absence of such checks allows traffickers to sell children to orphanages, which can then
offer them for adoption at high fees.
ZF+F: The absence of such checks allows traffickers to sell children to orphanages
1XE such checks Z8BIXH] take DNA from children they receive # used to look for matches
with DNA records held by anti-trafficking police
which can then offer them for adoption at high fees iX EIIERE 14 E 1B M B RUEHRE FHOEND
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Child trafficking
A cruel trade

P LE: BRERS

To curb widespread trafficking of abducted children, officials and parents are turning to
social media.

i i P LR A A M FRIE SRS L BT AR L EE AR IE SR B T A BEA

THE Chinese new year, which this year falls on February 10th, is a time of family reunions.
But Xiao Chaohua is preparing to spend his sixth new year without his son, who was
abducted in 2007 by suspected child traffickers. China's one-child policy has fuelled
demand for children like his, thousands of whom are snatched and sold every year to
desperate, usually boy-less, couples. Spurred by the campaigning of parents like Mr Xiao,
the government is starting to acknowledge the practice more openly. But curbing it is
proving tough.
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Mr Xiao has been trying the hard way to raise awareness of the crime ; driving around the
country in a minivan covered with posters of missing children. One of them features his
son, then five years old, dressed up for a school photograph in a white jacket with red
lapels. Mr Xiao, who lives in a village near Tongzhou, one of Beijing's satellite towns, says
he has spent as much as 400,000 yuan ($64,300) of his own money on the project. He
says there are other parents elsewhere in China who tour the country in similarly bedecked
vehicles.
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The authorities have launched several crackdowns over the past two decades, but the
crime has persisted. Since a renewed effort began in 2009, more than 54,000 children
have been rescued and 11,000 trafficking gangs "smashed", Xinhua, the state news-

agency, reported in December. Officials claim the problem has become less rampant. /i 4
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Given the patchiness of official data, this is hard to prove. Individual cases of abduction are
rarely reported by the state-controlled media. But Deng Fei, a Beijing-based journalist and
prominent campaigner on behalf of victims and their families, believes the number of
children being abducted is falling. Mr Xiao estimates that the price of abducted boys has
risen in recent years from around 40,000 yuan to about 90,000, perhaps because the
supply of abducted children has been affected by the police crackdown.
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Social media may also have played a role. In recent years, parents and activists have
been using websites and microblogs to share information about cases and draw public
attention to child abduction. Their efforts have put pressure on the police, who have
responded (unusually, given their suspicion of internet activism) by using the internet
themselves to contact the families of victims.
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The police official in charge of anti-trafficking, Chen Shiqu, has an account on Sina Weibo,
one of China's most popular microblog services. Its main page shows a cartoon drawing of
him, cuddling a rescued baby. "Have mobilised to verify", he wrote on January 23rd in
response to a message from another microblogger about a missing child. His account has
3. 4m followers. Mr Deng, the journalist, has 2. 8m people who follow his microblog, which
he uses to help return rescued children to their parents. An account on Sina Weibo run by
Baobei Huijia (Baby Come Home), an activist network based in north-eastern China, has
nearly 140,000 followers. Mr Chen, the policeman, is a keen follower of the activists' work,
say the Chinese media. Zhang Zhiwei, a lawyer who helps Baobei Huijia, says the public
security ministry has encouraged police to join internet groups that discuss child
abductions and engage with members openly. This is a novelty for the publicity-shy police.
China Youth Daily, a Beijing newspaper, reported that Mr Chen began his online outreach
under the pseudonym "Volunteer 007", but his mastery of the subject had soon led to his
identity being revealed.

WSHT PRI L IR E B IT@E 7 HRAME (P ERBERUIE RS R T e —) kS, En
EA—iREAd A RE E R, R — 2R 2. 1H28H, h7E s — LR A R —4
FZRILVERHE T EEE: “CHEEE" Ik SA34007 4R EE . ILH X KA TS
A28077 # Rk, MR AR AR5 37 B AR RO LB [ 2] A BRI . S DUIEI 58— SRR s
TEFP EZARALARA RS W, IZ M TGS, JFER T — AR GRS RIEFHE14T7.
FEBAGERR . PR IREE 0 REEE RN LT TAE. bl 5 U] 52 0 3 B AR i ok 5 A6
R ALERSUWE T MM BB, RS 5 E LR SEEATHE T . XIEA GG
PRI E TR0, IR HEE S, bl ChEFER> E, HREE R EEE
007"HIfb A3 BEATER _EAE)™, (HXHT PRI RS AR PO 285 1 B

Mr Xiao, the parent, believes the authorities could be doing a lot more. Buyers of abducted
children still often get away without punishment — they usually live in villages and



sometimes enjoy protection from local officials. He says orphanages sometimes fail to take
DNA from children they receive. This can be used to look for matches with DNA records
held by anti-trafficking police. The absence of such checks allows traffickers to sell children
to orphanages, which can then offer them for adoption at high fees.
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