05.12-The wedding house

The wedding house
Obituary: Jia Jinglong died on November 15th

The Chinese protester against forced expropriation was 30 years old
Nov 26th 2016

Vocab
1. obituary n. (RZE_LEIHHEER) 1ME, 1ME] Someone's obituary is an account of their life
and character which is printed in a newspaper or broadcast soon after they die.
e.g. | read your brother's obituary in the Times. F7E (FRIELIR) BRI TIRFIFHNIMSG,
2. protester n. FIXE; K¥J#E Protesters are people who protest publicly about an issue.
e.g. The protesters say the government is corrupt and inefficient. 5711 & TR BT E W EE
3. expropriation n. {EUL, 1EMA; &

MAY 25th was an auspicious day for Jia Jinglong. It was his birthday by the lunar
calendar, and in 2013 it was also the date of his forthcoming wedding to Li Lanlan.
They had been going_out for four years, a long_time; but he was a shy boy, who had
not wanted to go to college and didn’t read or write much, and who would blush
whenever he spoke to a girl.

Vocab
1. auspicious adj. S#ERY;ZFI# Something that is auspiciousindicates that success is likely.
e.g. His career as a playwright had an auspicious start.ftl FIBIVEREER 7 — N FHIFFL,
2. lunar calendar n. FBIH
3. blush v. ~ (with sth) (at sth) to become red in the face because you are embarrassed
or ashamed ( EMEMEHEE ) Ll , KO 7
e.g. to blush with embarrassment/ shame &N/ SRS EEAFLT
Sentence
They had been going out for four years, a long time;_but he was a shy boy, who had not wanted
to go to college and didn’t read or write much, and who would blush whenever he spoke to a
qirl.
FF: They had been going out /S but 34 but he was a shy boy
who had not wanted ... X2 who RRHI=Z shy boy
who had not wanted and didn’t read or write
and who would blush XEXE NI EF] who H51)

The wedding was to happen in his family house in North Gaoying village in Hebei
province, near Beijing. “Village” no longer seemed the right word; the small houses
were being rapidly swallowed up by the city of Shijiangzhuang, whose towers rose
up to the sky at the end of the village streets, while the thump of pile-driving
drowned out the birds. Nonetheless Mr Jia loved his spacious house. He and his
father had built it only six years before; it was full of windows, not all of which
looked out on the encroaching cranes. It had three storeys. His parents lived on the



ground floor; his two Tibetan mastiffs were on the top; and the second storey, his
part, was the wedding house. It was already filled with more than 100 plants, as well
as bundles of straw which kept him, and them, warm. Around the village he was the
number-one guy for plants, he said. He grew begonias, aloe vera and every kind of
cactus: ball cactus, crab cactus, lithops. Sometimes he gave them away to
neighbours. “Anybody’s kid who has an itchy neck knows to come to me for
cactus,” he told the court before his sentencing. By then, however, the judges had
stopped listening.

Vocab
1. swallow v. to make food, drink, etc. go down your throat into your stomach &~ ; [
e.g. Always chew food well before swallowing it. (+ABYIEPELIBEBEIR,
2. thump n. EEMIRE STINHbIED If you thump something somewhere or if it thumps there, it
makes a loud, dull sound by hitting something else.
e.g. She thumped her hand on the witness box...1it115F EEHAREIUEARE L.
3. pile-driving n. ¥T#E
4. encroach v. to begin to affect or use up too much of sb's time, rights, personal life,
etc. 25 (EARESE ) ; BB (EARMF ) ; #El (RARNEEE)
e.g. | won't encroach on your time any longer. F¥BtHAS S B{RIUEE T .
5. crane n. a tall machine with a long arm, used to lift and move building materials and

other heavy objects }2&F#H ; BE
6. mastiff n. 88, KIIA(—FMARZITHIFEEAR) A mastiff is a large, powerful, short-haired dog.
7. Tibetan mastiff n. 7&2% an animal of a breed of large black-and-tan dog with a thick coat and
drop ears
8. begonia n. #iB% A begonia is a garden plant which has large brightly coloured leaves.
9. aloe vera n. a substance which comes from a type of ALOE , used in products such as
skin creams FET ( BTEFFRES )
10. cactus n. fIAZ A cactus is a thick fleshy plant that grows in many hot, dry parts of the
world. Cacti have no leaves and many of them are covered in prickles.
11. lithops n. £G1%
12. itchy adj. &FERY; < AREIRER If a part of your body or something you are wearing
is itchy, you have an unpleasant feeling on your skin that makes you want to scratch.

e.g. Wigs are itchy and uncomfortable.{f2 /& 1.5 AR5t &, RANETAR
13. sentence v. #)&;E#;#I#] When a judge sentences someone, he or she states in court
what their punishment will be.

e.g. She was sentenced to nine years in prison... 2t #% ! 9 FEH,

To make his house ready for the wedding, he went to endless trouble. He changed
his job at the pharmaceutical factory from the day to the night shift, so that he could
spend the days refurbishing. On his knees, with hands callused from hard work, he
carefully wiped out dust with a damp rag from cracks in the floors. After repainting
he bought new furniture and hung up red decorations, the colour of Chinese
weddings. Most of them he had made himself (he liked to sew, especially cross-
stitch). Pride of place went to a framed red-backed collage of 0.01yuan coins,
collected for years, arranged to form the characters “I love my home.”

Vocab
1. pharmaceutical adj. connected with making and selling drugs and medicines FIZ589 ; B


dic://aloe

ZHY ; 2R
e.g. pharmaceutical products Z54
2. calloused adj. made rough and hard, usually by hard work ¥BRER ; ¥B5EHY ; foE=HEH
e.g. calloused hands BEmAINF
3.rag n. a piece of old, often torn, cloth used especially for cleaning things %5 ; #%h
4. sew v. %Hl;58 55840 When you sew something such as clothes, you make them or repair
them by joining pieces of cloth together by passing thread through them with a needle.
e.g. She sewed the dresses on the sewing machine...itt 7 2£ )41, _t & Hl 7< AR .
5. cross-stitch n. +74&;+/24t% Cross-stitch is a type of decorative sewing where one
stitch crosses another.

Men in black sedans

He knew that a shadow hung over it. In 2010 his father, Jia Tongqing, had signed a
demolition order. It had been forced out of him by local party officials; if he didn’t
sign, Tongqing was told, his aged mother’s request for a pension would be rejected.
So it was done, and his parents had moved to the cramped high-rise flat they had
been given by the government. No cash compensation came. The pattern of forced
demolition and relocation, with developers and officials in corrupt cahoots together,
is common all over booming China, and for the most part stoically accepted. But
this particular doomed house was their only son’s home, too—his wedding house —
and he did not agree, and would not move.

Vocab
1. sedan n. K&Z%E; V5% A sedan is a car with seats for four or more people, a fixed roof, and
a boot that is separate from the part of the car that you sit in.
2. demolition n. (BINYIRY)HEEL, KRR, #FFF The demolition of a building is the act of
deliberately destroying it, often in order to build something else in its place.

e.g. The project required the total demolition of the old bridge...iZIi B ZREEF T2 IFER,
3. high-rise adj. very tall and having a lot of floors 5E/

e.g. high-rise housing BE{F=E
4. compensation n. #MZ(ZME{=)E Compensation is money that someone who has
experienced loss or suffering claims from the person or organization responsible, or from the
state.

e.g. He received one year's salary as compensation for loss of office...{t} 152 —F I T = EA K
WAMEE
5. demolition n. (RIS, 7SR, IR The demolition of a building is the act of
deliberately

e.g. The project required the total demolition of the old bridge...iZIl B EREEZFF T2 IR,
6. cahoots [JJIEITJIl be in cahoots (with sb) (informal) to be planning or doing sth
dishonest with sb else 5..45¢k ; 5§ ; @4 (.. MR )
7. doomed adj. JEEELM(TERX)A Someone or something that is doomed is certain to fail or
be destroyed.

e.g. Fireman battled through the smoke in a doomed attempt to rescue the children...;EFABA 5

BAFIMECEEZRZF], MXEESEZRME,

So when the black sedans drew up outside, 18 days before the wedding, and thugs
with axes and sticks got out and began to throw bricks at the windows, he furiously
resisted. He climbed on the roof of the second storey, waving a big red national



flag, but no one listened. He was dragged out and beaten up. The house was
smashed to rubble, with everything in it, all the plants he loved; his mastiffs were
taken away. He told the court later that the pain tore and pierced him like a knife.
And the worst of it was that, in two months, Lanlan called off the wedding. After all,
her prospective husband now had no house to give her.

Vocab
1. furiously adv. JZZith; JTFith
2. rubble n. broken stones or bricks from a building or wall that has been destroyed or
damaged %A ; wEEE
e.g. The bomb reduced the houses to rubble. YE33BAR F ETFYER T —HEERF.
3. pierce v. ~ (through) sth to make a small hole in sth, or to go through sth, with a
sharp object f, ; R ; ZFiFE
e.g. to have your ears/ nose, etc. pierced (= to have a small hole made in your ears/
nose so that you can wear jewellery there JfE E&. EFZF HHLHIR
4. prospective adj. expected to do sth or to become sth 2R ; BIRERY ; FHARY ; FBER
e.g. a prospective buyer BJBERIYSCE

He wrote appeal after appeal for proper compensation, but got no answer. So in
October 2014 he began to arm himself. Personal firearms being forbidden, he
bought three nail-guns and began to fiddle with them. One did the job for him: in
February 2015 he managed to shoot the local party chief, He Jianhua, in the back of
the head at close range at a New Year party in the village. For this he was
sentenced to death in the People’s Intermediate Court. His sentence was upheld
this year in the Supreme People’s Court, China’s highest.

Vocab
1. proper adj. right, appropriate or correct; according to the rules IFFERY ; 18589 ; FEM
EY

e.g. We should have had a proper discussion before voting. E{JAMERRZBIFFHFITIE
— 4R
2. firearm n. a gun that can be carried ({EEXH9) 16

e.g. The police were issued with firearms. Z2RE0Ee A 7 /NEET,
3. fiddle v. ~ (with sth) to keep touching or moving sth with your hands, especially
because you are bored or nervous ( JGHERIIELZ5Kit ) FHHRF , MEEFH

e.g. He was fiddling with his keys while he talked to me. FIFRIRIER A EHIEFIAEL,
4. do the job |JITIM do the 'job (informal) to be effective or successful in doing what
you wanti2{E[ ; B3

e.g. This extra strong glue should do the job. XFhBRLERNIZE .
5. uphold v. (especially of a court of law JT#5/%EE ) to agree that a previous decision was
correct or that a request is reasonable #E3 , #IA ( FH. FHRE)

e.g. to uphold a conviction/an appeal/a complaint 4533 R#] ; I8 FiR/HiF

Plenty of protests were made on his behalf. Two party newspapers came out for
him, as well as 12 distinguished lawyers. Most netizens of Weibo supported him.
There were extenuating circumstances for the murder, not least the collapse of the
wedding. Besides, Mr Jia had come to symbolise the plight of the unheeded little
man in China, powerless before high-ups and unable to get justice. (“If the people
had any choice in life,” he said, “l would not have taken this dead-end path.”) The



courts were implacable, however. This was a long-planned murder of an official not
especially to blame for the demolition; and all that online pressure to soften the law
simply set a dangerous precedent.

Vocab
1. come out for #[E; RRxiF BE
2. extenuating adj. showing reasons why a wrong or illegal act, or a bad situation, should
be judged less seriously or excused [EERIJREAY ; AEGEAY

e.g. There were extenuating circumstances and the defendant did not receive a
prison sentence. AR TEITHBE T SARBFIA,
3. symbolize v. to be a symbol of sth 4if ; 2.. 1951 ; KX

e.g. The use of light and dark symbolizes good and evil. B¢ SEERSIESTE,
4. plight n. a difficult and sad situation ¥ ; FiE ; &

e.g. the plight of the homeless FaA] I3 EAIRMERE =
5. unheeded adj. that is heard, seen or noticed but then ignored ETMALEY ; EIFTAE
1Y ; $RMAT

e.g. Her warning went unheeded. fttf2 &85 5 [f2E.,
6. high-up n. an important person with a high rank 8 ; ER
7. dead-end n. a point at which you can make no further progress in what you are
doing 15 ; &3

e.g. He's in a dead-end job in the local factory (= one with low wages and no hope of
promotion ) fBEHEME T T IERISBRIEN.
8. implacable adj. that cannot be changed ABEXZHY

e.g. implacable hatred ¥LULERRINIR
9. demolition n. (ZEIN¥AY)#ESR, IFER, IRKFF The demolition of a building is the act of
deliberately destroying it, often in order to build something else in its place.

e.g. The project required the total demolition of the old bridge...iZ1 B &R IGEFHFTEIFER,
10. precedent n. a similar action or event that happened earlier ZcaiHIIRIZE ; B ; 5
il

e.g. Such protests are without precedent in recent history XSV EHEIRE 88

His sentence might possibly have been commuted if he had turned himself in
immediately after the murder, as he had meant to. But as he fled the scene in his
car, he called Lanlan first to tell her what he had done. She was now married to
another man and had a baby; but he still referred to her as his girlfriend, and had
sent her 1,100 yuan in a red envelope for her wedding. While he talked to the
woman who should have shared the house with him, He’s friends violently bumped
his car; and it was in their custody that the nurseryman of North Gaoying_village
arrived at the police station, and sealed his fate.

Vocab
1. commute v. JEE2(F5T) If a death sentence or prison sentence is commuted to a less serious
punishment, it is changed to that punishment.

e.g. Prison sentences have been commuted.fRFIEAS LARSE
2. refer v. #R... (F) If you refer to someone or something as a particular thing, you use a
particular word, expression, or name to mention or describe them.

e.g. Marcia had referred to him as a dear friend... & FAIIEMFRELFE R .



3. violently adv. with great energy or strong movement, especially caused by a strong
emotion such as fear or hatred 238ZUith ; EZit:

e.g. She shook her head violently. iigap#Ek,
4. custody n. the legal right or duty to take care of or keep sb/ sth; the act of taking care
of sth/ sb 5P ; (RE ; 15 ; (REN

e.g. Who will have custody of the children?iESkfaE=ISiFIX LT ?
5. seal v. to make sth definite, so that it cannot be changed or argued about #3E ; BBffEE
TR ; (FRER

e.g. The discovery of new evidence sealed his fate (= nothing could prevent what was
going to happen to him ). FRMANHERE 7 ttaImiz.
Sentence
While he talked to the woman who should have shared the house with him, He’s friends violently
bumped his car; and it was in their custody that the nurseryman of North Gaoying_village arrived
at the police station, and sealed his fate.
FTF: He’s friends violently bumped his car
While he talked to the woman who should have shared the house with him HiE = while 5| 589K
BMBIEMIZ he talked to the woman, i —TEiEME who should have shared...
and it was in their custody that IXE#] it $#§XAYZE bumped his car X2, [FE that FEIEME)
#95c1TiEE custody

This article appeared in the Obituary section of the print edition under the headline
“The wedding house”

Obituary: Jia Jinglong
iME: HEe

The wedding house

I B

The Chinese protester against forced expropriation was 30 years old

XALRSEE L AP E A F{RI0S

MAY 25th was an auspicious day for Jia Jinglong. It was his birthday by the lunar
calendar, and in 2013 it was also the date of his forthcoming wedding to Li Lanlan.
They had been going out for four years, a long time; but he was a shy boy, who had
not wanted to go to college and didn’t read or write much, and who would blush
whenever he spoke to a girl.

MR HMS, 5B26AFZETEXRNEF. IREBMHRHER, 2013FMNRXRERZE
il BRF==2H, tIE—EENEZX, EMETEENSE, FREXSE, REAE
oH, BAREAEF, MXZ/ILRIERSRL,

The wedding was to happen in his family house in North Gaoying village in Hebei
province, near Beijing. “Village” no longer seemed the right word; the small houses
were being rapidly swallowed up by the city of Shijiangzhuang, whose towers rose up
to the sky at the end of the village streets, while the thump of pile-driving drowned



out the birds. Nonetheless Mr Jia loved his spacious house. He and his father had
built it only six years before; it was full of windows, not all of which looked out on the
encroaching cranes. It had three storeys. His parents lived on the ground floor; his
two Tibetan mastiffs were on the top; and the second storey, his part, was the
wedding house. It was already filled with more than 100 plants, as well as bundles of
straw which kept him, and them, warm. Around the village he was the number—one
guy for plants, he said. He grew begonias, aloe vera and every kind of cactus: ball
cactus, crab cactus, lithops. Sometimes he gave them away to neighbours.
“Anybody’s kid who has an itchy neck knows to come to me for cactus,” he told the
court before his sentencing. By then, however, the judges had stopped listening.
IEALERETIdEE (adbR™) EEENNERIBEFET. MSHN XTFEAETE.
EESERAREDIREEH, AERASHEN, THINMEERSES T BIUE, AMS
WhEEREMTHNEE. MEREAFIAZTHFXIEEF; HeBFNEE, TE2BEE
HMEEENEESZNEBRNGR: BEE=-F, BXEE—%, MREEENE, “H#3=
HWrBES, tLEMIERE. FHRERHIO0ZMMIEY, 18 MIRNTEE #thS IXLLEEYE
BE. tEWAESNIMEEAN, MHHGBE. FZ, FIFSTHMAILAZE: AKX, BN
= R, BREEABE—L, BRINLEFESMERBEWUWAE, "hEHIRFIRT
BB, FIEITHEIMR, iRt AEZERASIT .

To make his house ready for the wedding, he went to endless trouble. He changed his
job at the pharmaceutical factory from the day to the night shift, so that he could
spend the days refurbishing. On his knees, with hands callused from hard work, he
carefully wiped out dust with a damp rag from cracks in the floors. After repainting
he bought new furniture and hung up red decorations, the colour of Chinese
weddings. Most of them he had made himself (he liked to sew, especially cross—
stitch). Pride of place went to a framed red—backed collage of 0.01yuan coins,
collected for years, arranged to form the characters “I love my home.”

ANTEMERE, thBERON. RN NITHEMBYHRE T RYE, XER TR AEBA RN
[E3R(E, fhiefEith b, EHEHM, BNFES LIEMMHERNFIAEMIBIREMLEBAIX
4. MRl—E, tRETHRE, ELPRELNRIRM, LePREEBLNTE. &
IZHMBEMEFHEN (BEREE, TERTFEH) . RESHOMAE —KLILRHN
E, BFEtARMZEMNMSERHHN RERRNFE.

Men in black sedans

REHEENA

He knew that a shadow hung over it. In 2010 his father, Jia Tongqing, had signed a
demolition order. It had been forced out of him by local party officials; if he didn’t
sign, Tongqing was told, his aged mother’s request for a pension would be rejected.
So it was done, and his parents had moved to the cramped high-rise flat they had
been given by the government. No cash compensation came. The pattern of forced



demolition and relocation, with developers and officials in corrupt cahoots together, is
common all over booming China, and for the most part stoically accepted. But this
particular doomed house was their only son’s home, too—his wedding house—and he
did not agree, and would not move.

fthENE, XTEFREAESERFZT. 20105F, MHURERRKIIT TIREMNS, Lt
IRMRELR: HMERESEM, HMAETF, MIFENEEMEFINFTES., TR E
EEXTF, BHERXBEEEHTERZENSELER, BFIRNER, higFEails
Mz, IMARKESERBRALE, BHEMHFTINERNEI TRELRNFEESES,
MZHARBERAESZ, BEXTEFREXSEKR, ENMIBRERE—NILFHOR, BE/ILF
AEES, BMEMEk#IRNGE, BRENAERE, TREIRE.

So when the black sedans drew up outside, 18 days before the wedding, and thugs
with axes and sticks got out and began to throw bricks at the windows, he furiously
resisted. He climbed on the roof of the second storey, waving a big red national flag,
but no one listened. He was dragged out and beaten up. The house was smashed to
rubble, with everything in it, all the plants he loved; his mastiffs were taken away. He
told the court later that the pain tore and pierced him like a knife. And the worst of it
was that, in two months, Lanlan called off the wedding. After all, her prospective
husband now had no house to give her.

TR, FEAETRNSRE, JUBRBREBHESE TR/, SFFREFANREE
3k, HIRMER, FEHRRAMIET, e LET"#ED, EHE—AEEE, BRITARE
BR. RERMIEE, —WRT; ERRPVEEASENENREMDE, BIRE; MR
BEMEEE, ERMFIFEESNBEMRN—ICRDEIEM, RILMAD, SIERER
2, TEMTA, Z=BUHTEAL, B8, tARKNLKRNSETHEFHA.

He wrote appeal after appeal for proper compensation, but got no answer. So in
October 2014 he began to arm himself. Personal firearms being forbidden, he bought
three nail-guns and began to fiddle with them. One did the job for him: in February
2015 he managed to shoot the local party chief, He Jianhua, in the back of the head
at close range at a New Year party in the village. For this he was sentenced to death
in the People’s Intermediate Court. His sentence was upheld this year in the Supreme
People’s Court, China’s highest.

ATHRIEGENEE, th—xRit iR, IRZXHLENKE., TE2014F10H, fthFREE
BS. BFTANEWELIES, MEXT =ET8EFRREF., HP—XBIEMS: 72015
FRANNPERFESSE, MEEERENEERICAEENGEM, FENLHT,
Hitb, PRARERAETERN, SF, RaARER (PESSEFINX) 45 7X—#
#,

Plenty of protests were made on his behalf. Two party newspapers came out for him,
as well as 12 distinguished lawyers. Most netizens of Weibo supported him. There
were extenuating circumstances for the murder, not least the collapse of the



wedding. Besides, Mr Jia had come to symbolise the plight of the unheeded little man
in China, powerless before high—ups and unable to get justice. (“If the people had any
choice in life,” he said, “I would not have taken this dead—end path.”) The courts
were implacable, however. This was a long—planned murder of an official not
especially to blame for the demolition; and all that online pressure to soften the law
simply set a dangerous precedent.
RADD BN, MOTRR, UR12UFZFMEFIAITFERRL, MIERZNRBR
F., (ti1AR) BRIFER, FEMATRERERN, THEEEESRER. M, JHH
RRIEEFEIPLERREMAVNAIRME, NENREBITEENS, FTEMKEX,
(“BRAEBFEE, "k, “BREARELXFAEE. 7) TREENSERR, INE
XE—TEBREANEREAR, BRERHAEENTZEENRTE; MXBMNENE
£, WITEAHNITARSHE— a5,

His sentence might possibly have been commuted if he had turned himself in
immediately after the murder, as he had meant to. But as he fled the scene in his car,
he called Lanlan first to tell her what he had done. She was now married to another
man and had a baby; but he still referred to her as his girlfriend, and had sent her
1,100 yuan in a red envelope for her wedding. While he talked to the woman who
should have shared the house with him, he’s friends violently bumped his car; and it
was in their custody that the nurseryman of North Gaoying village arrived at the
police station, and sealed his fate.
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