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Rooster boosters
China’s biggest festival is going global

The government wants foreigners to celebrate, too
Jan 28th 2017 | BEIJING AND YANGON

Vocab
1. rooster n. =cock H38;/A 38 A rooster is an adult male chicken.

2. booster n. [incombination] a source of help or encouragement- #z5f], &%)

RED lanterns adorn the aisles of a small supermarket. There are stacks of red
envelopes on sale, for stuffing cash in and handing out as gifts. A sign offers
seasonal discounts. Such festive trappings are ubiquitous in China in the build-up
to the lunar new year, which this year starts on January 28th. But this is Yangon, the
capital of Myanmar, where Han Chinese are a mere 2.5% of the country’s
population. They are a sign that Chinese new year is becoming a global holiday.

Vocab
1. adorn v. to make sth/ sb look more attractive by decorating it or them with sth Z{f ;
£

e.g. Gold rings adorned his fingers. ftBFISHE SRS,
2. aisle n. a passage between rows of seats in a church, theatre, train, etc., or between
rows of shelves in a supermarket (&, bz, KEZFREE(IBS@ERTHEEREN ) EE ,

e.g. Coffee and tea are in the next aisle. F—{NEBLBEWIHFIZ,
3.onsale n. HE, BNMHEE
4. stuff v.~A (withB) |~ B (in, into, under, etc. A) to fill a space or container tightly with
sth 15 ; 5% ; 25 Bk

e.g. She had 500 envelopes to stuff with leaflets. #{§7F 500 MMSE B HEHR,
5. festive adj. typical of a special event or celebration T¥HH ; Z=KAY ; WHRAY

e.g. The whole town is in festive mood. £IHES¥/*.
6. trappings n. (XN, ME. LIEFHRN)ESZ2Y), KIMEE The trappings of power,
wealth, or a particular job are the extra things, such as decorations and luxury items, that go with
it.

e.g. The family were in government for several generations and evidently loved the trappings of
power BT HRIEF /LA AR BEBATEERR, SANEEN MRS/ ZBIEET M,
7. ubiquitous adj. seeming to be everywhere or in several places at the same time; very
common UIFFTTAAERN ; +oEiEN

e.g. the ubiquitous bicycles of university towns XFiEBEAMERT B {TE

Several countries in Asia celebrate the lunar new year in their own way. But dragon
and lion dances in Chinatowns the world over have helped to make China’s the
most famous. These days growing numbers of people who are not of Chinese
descent are joining in. In Tokyo window cleaners dress up as the animals of the



Chinese zodiac. Barcelona’s Chinese parade includes dracs (a Catalan species of
dragon). America, Canada and New Zealand have issued commemorative_stamps
for the year of the chicken (or cock or rooster, as the animal of 2017 is sometimes
called, inaccurately: the Chinese word is gender neutral). Last year New York city
made the lunar new year a school holiday for the first time.

Vocab
1. descent n. MZ;Z ;5 You use descent to talk about a person's family background, for
example their nationality or social status.

e.g. All the contributors were of African descent. FiBHIIERR A 2T AL,
2.zodiac n. #E%, T2E; EH, 2
3. parade n. a public celebration of a special day or event, usually with bands in the
streets and decorated vehicles ji#{T

e.g. St Patrick's Day parade in New York A RIS E ST RIUIHT
4. commemorative adj. intended to help people remember and respect an important
person or event in the past &89

e.g. commemorative stamps 28 HRE
Sentence
America, Canada and New Zealand have issued commemorative stamps for the year of the
chicken (or cock or rooster, as the animal of 2017 is sometimes called, inaccurately: the Chinese
word is gender neutral).
F+: A, B and C have issued commemorative stamps
as the animal of 2017 is sometimes called X2 2% cock or rooster FIfEEE

inaccurately: the Chinese word is gender neutral E##, XERXRAR called IEFEXNFEE2H N

The spread of the spring festival, as China calls it, is partly due to recent emigration
from China: 9.5m Chinese people have moved abroad since 1978, many of them far
richer than earlier waves of migrants. It also reflects the wealth and globe-trotting
ambitions of China’s new middle class: festivities in other countries are partly aimed
at the 6m Chinese who are expected to spend their weeklong holiday abroad this
year. International brands are trying to lure these big spenders with chicken-themed
items.

Vocab
1. emigration n. #EINE; FTBHIE
2. migrant n. a person who moves from one place to another, especially in order to find
work ( ATIF) BEE | BE

e.g. migrant workers I TA
3. globe-trotting adj. travelling in many countries all over the world JAEKIRITRY ; FEiFFHR
A9

e.g. a globetrotting journalist TREK T/ERUICE

e.g. motivated by personal ambition A AEFMRIR(E
4. ambition n. the desire or determination to be successful, rich, powerful, etc. ¥y ; 1
L ; &M #B5R
5. festivity n. the happiness and enjoyment that exist when people celebrate sth XK ; ¥
R

e.g. The wedding was an occasion of great festivity. IX/MEfLE =K,



6. weeklong adj. lasting for a week #4—2HAHY ; EA—FERY
e.g. a week-long visit to Rome ZB DT HEI—ERYIE)
7.lure v. to persuade or trick sb to go somewhere or to do sth by promising them a
reward X% ; 5% ; B
e.g. Young people are lured to the city by the prospect of a job and money. FRAFHE
FITRe% , MATOHRIRS | Etsk.
8. spender n. a person who spends money in the particular way mentioned 7&%k...B9A
e.g. a big spender (= who spends a lot of money g KFXRIAIA

Conscious of China’s growing economic and political clout, foreign leaders have
taken to noting the occasion. Britain’s prime minister, Theresa May, has given a
video address, a tradition started in 2014 by her predecessor, David Cameron. Last
year the country’s royal family tweeted a picture of Queen Elizabeth dotting the eye
of a Chinese lion-dancer’s costume. Also in 2016, Venezuela’s culture minister
admitted that his country was celebrating Chinese new year for the first time—with
six weeks of festivities—in a bid to improve economic ties with China. It is rumoured
that this year’s World Economic Forum in Davos was held a week earlier than usual
to avoid clashing with Chinese new year.

Vocab
1. conscious adj. J¥EZIRY;EIRZIM If you are conscious ofsomething, you notice it or realize
that it is happening.
e.g. He was conscious of the faint, musky aroma of after-shave...ft ;¥ 22 7 G K KN EE
1798
2. clout n. political/ financial clout BG&/&5%8H
3. predecessor n. a person who did a job before sb else BI{E
e.g. The new president reversed many of the policies of his predecessor. F{ESFHME
BEZ 7 HEMERTFZBER.
4. costume n. the clothes worn by people from a particular place or during a particular
historical period ( FEithal3RE[HSEATEARY ) R3S | &R
5. bid v. BH%EL 2493 If you bid for something or bid to do something, you try to obtain it or
do it.
e.g. Singapore Airlines is rumoured to be bidding for a management contract to run both
airports...}&(&, FIEMZ AT EEFRE TRRIIBHNEEN,
6. rumour v. be rumoured to be reported as a rumour and possibly not true i#% ; &t
e.g. It's widely rumoured that she's getting promoted.ZIEBE(EEIRIEM T,
7. clash v. ~ (with sth) (of events ;Ezf]) to happen at the same time so that you cannot go
to or see them both ( B8l L ) #HihzE , HHFE
e.g. Unfortunately your party clashes with a wedding I'm going to. RIFER , (RSN
BESNEALER B LB,

China hopes the festival will boost its cultural “soft power” abroad. So it sponsors
related events, such as a display this year of martial arts in Cyprus and a traditional
Chinese temple-fair in Harare, Zimbabwe. It may give Chinese officials satisfaction
to see foreigners enjoy such festivities. They lament the growing enthusiasm _among
Chinese for Western celebrations such as Christmas—in December cities across
China are bedecked with Santas and snowflake decorations. Chinese new year is a
welcome chance to reverse the cultural flow.




Vocab
1. sponsor v. [VN] to arrange for sth official to take place F# ; #73 ; (&R

e.g. The US is sponsoring negotiations between the two sides. EEEIFEZTHEN AR
#lo
2. martial art n. E.7RK A martial art is one of the methods of fighting, often without weapons, that
come from the Far East, for example kung fu, karate, or judo.
3. temple-fair n. [ E&
4. lament v. to feel or express great sadness or disappointment about sb/ sth XJ.../&ZFE
B R XL R

e.g. In the poem he laments the destruction of the countryside. TEBPEIFEMXTZ
NERREIRNRE AR,
5. enthusiasm n. a strong feeling of excitement and interest in sth and a desire to
become involved in it g ; #Fuly ; L

e.g. | can't say | share your enthusiasm for the idea. FETAMEARABEE , XX MEEARRERR
it
6. bedecked adj. &ME...7Y; & If a place is bedecked with flags or other ornaments, these
things have been hung up to decorate it.

e.g. The palace was bedecked with flags. £ S ZI4MFHEZNEN,
7.santas n. ZiEEA (FFSanta Claus)
8. snowflake n. F1¢ A snowflake is one of the soft, white bits of frozen water that fall as snow.
9. reverse v. i, HIRKNET (RE. BK. #53E%%) When someone or something reverses a
decision, policy, or trend, they change it to the opposite decision, policy, or trend.

e.g. They have made it clear they will not reverse the decision to increase prices...ft?{|JE 4 BH
WRTASESURMIIRE .
Sentence
They lament the growing_enthusiasm among Chinese for Western celebrations such as
Christmas—in December cities across China are bedecked with Santas and snowflake
decorations.
F+: They lament the growing enthusiasm...
cities across China are bedecked with Santas and snowflake decorations. MAJFF: cities are
bedecked with Santas and snowflake decorations
across China fiI&%51& in December R [8)5815

This article appeared in the China section of the print edition under the headline
"Rooster boosters"
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Red lanterns adorn the aisles of a small supermarket. There are stacks of red envelopes
on sale, for stuffing cash in and handing out as gifts. A sign offers seasonal discounts.
Such festive trappings are ubiquitous in China in the build-up to the lunar new year, which
this year starts on January 28th. But this is Yangon, the capital of Myanmar, where Han
Chinese are a mere 2.5% of the country’s population. They are a sign that Chinese new
year is becoming a global holiday.
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Several countries in Asia celebrate the lunar new year in their own way. But dragon and
lion dances in Chinatowns the world over have helped to make China’s the most famous.
These days growing numbers of people who are not of Chinese descent are joining in. In
Tokyo window cleaners dress up as the animals of the Chinese zodiac. Barcelona’s
Chinese parade includes dracs (a Catalan species of dragon). America, Canada and New
Zealand have issued commemorative stamps for the year of the chicken (or cock or
rooster, as the animal of 2017 is sometimes called, inaccurately: the Chinese word is
gender neutral). Last year New York city made the lunar new year a school holiday for the
first time.
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The spread of the spring festival, as China calls it, is partly due to recent emigration from
China: 9.5m Chinese people have moved abroad since 1978, many of them far richer than
earlier waves of migrants. It also reflects the wealth and globe-trotting ambitions of
China’s new middle class: festivities in other countries are partly aimed at the 6m Chinese
who are expected to spend their weeklong holiday abroad this year. International brands
are trying to lure these big spenders with chicken-themed items.
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Conscious of China’s growing economic and political clout, foreign leaders have taken to
noting the occasion. Britain’s prime minister, Theresa May, has given a video address, a
tradition started in 2014 by her predecessor, David Cameron. Last year the country’s royal
family tweeted a picture of Queen Elizabeth dotting the eye of a Chinese lion-dancer’s
costume. Also in 2016, Venezuela’s culture minister admitted that his country was
celebrating Chinese new year for the first time—with six weeks of festivities—in a bid to
improve economic ties with China. It is rumoured that this year’s World Economic Forum
in Davos was held a week earlier than usual to avoid clashing with Chinese new year.

B E P EZSF BN AW, MRS AR RIER TR EET . SKEEMRED.



#3 (Theresa May) kil 7 —BHi B ORISR, X HATE AKX TLF41& (David Cameron)
TFRO14EBIFALI . F4F, E BEIEMA BA T — 3R IR TH A 2 52 0 v SR 1 5 10 R
Fo F—4, ZWEibL (Venezuela) SUALERFRK RN, ZNIRBLAE KIETT, M6,
XTI A T S P ENEFIRR. AEER, A THEASPEIEREY, SRR
it RAVHRIR IR T — 217,

China hopes the festival will boost its cultural “soft power” abroad. So it sponsors related
events, such as a display this year of martial arts in Cyprus and a traditional Chinese
temple-fair in Harare, Zimbabwe. It may give Chinese officials satisfaction to see
foreigners enjoy such festivities. They lament the growing enthusiasm among Chinese for
Western celebrations such as Christmas—in December cities across China are bedecked
with Santas and snowflake decorations. Chinese new year is a welcome chance to
reverse the cultural flow.
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