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China and the Middle East
Playing the peacemaker?

China hosts Israeli and Palestinian leaders and touts its peacemaking credentials
May 11th 2013 | BEIJING | From the print edition

Vocab
1. peacemaker n. 8% ; JAA#A You can describe an organization, a country or a person as
a peacemaker when they try to persuade countries or people to stop fighting or quarrelling.

e.g. ...the Labour government's vision of acting as a peacemaker and mediator... T = B fF 75 =
REENHREENEE
2. peacemaking n. 1@{%; A% Peacemaking efforts are attempts to persuade countries or
groups to stop fighting with each other.

e.g. ...the failure of international peacemaking efforts...EFRE{E %% HAIEKK

3. credentials n. &1&;5 7 Someone's credentials are their previous achievements, training, and
general background, which indicate that they are qualified to do something.

e.g. ...her credentials as a Bach specialist...ith/E N EFiff R EREH

THERE are about 20km (12 miles)—and lots of checkpoints —between the official
residence in Jerusalem of Binyamin Netanyahu, the Israeli prime minister, and the
headquarters in Ramallah of Mahmoud Abbas, the Palestinian president. This week,
as both leaders made simultaneous official visits to China, care was taken to keep a
much greater distance between them. Their itineraries put them in different cities at
all times.

Vocab
1. checkpoint n. Z4f) ¥Eif, %K A checkpoint is a place where traffic is stopped so that it
can be checked.
2. headquarters n. a place from which an organization or a miIitary operation is
controlled; the people who work there E&F ; E'\/\j AAE ; 35

e.g. The firm's headquarters is/ are in London. 2 w[hxﬁesjz
3. simultaneous adj. happening or done at the same time as sth else B A4 ( 5 T)
19 ; B2

e.g. simultaneous translation/ interpreting EEEF
4. itinerary n. i&%;5kFE An itinerary is a plan of a journey, including the route and the places that
you will visit.

e.g. The next place on our itinerary was Silistra. 3 {14720 T — b 255 Er4FhL,

Ever since the 1970s, when Henry Kissinger used shuttle diplomacy to marginalise
the Soviet Union in much of the Arab world, America has dominated the geopolitics
of the Middle East. Inevitably, this week’s visits prompted the idea that a rising
China might be dabbling in the superpower sport of broking peace between the
Jews and the Arabs.



Vocab
1. shuttle diplomacy n. FRIIMR(EERTEELEZNIENESR Z BIFRRFIRINZ
) Shuttle diplomacy is the movement of diplomats between countries whose leaders refuse to
talk directly to each other, in order to try to settle the argument between them.

e.g. UN mediators are conducting shuttle diplomacy between the two sides.Bx & [E1 2 52 7E XX
T3 Z [BIHITERINZ,
2. marginalize v. {E0%1t; FEEBAEE HF To marginalize a group of people means to make
them feel isolated and unimportant.

e.g. The effect of this has been to increasingly marginalize the local authority sector...):X{4+Z= /9
2 {Eth 7 S BEESEZRHA,
3. geopolitics n. #EBUAS Geopolitics is concerned with politics and the way that geography
affects politics or relations between countries.

e.g. ...the shifting geopolitics of the post-cold-war era have changed the thinking behind aid.;%
% 2 RS BUANZRAINE T MR EENEE,
4. inevitably adv. as is certain to happen AB[Efatl ; WAFAID

e.g. Inevitably, the press exaggerated the story. FEREBHIN Z KT IX{4E,
5. dabble v. #3&;7%%= If you dabble in something, you take part in it but not very seriously

e.g. She dabbled with drugs...tt)5 I Em,
6. diplomat n. ZMXE;7PZZK A diplomat is a senior official who discusses affairs with another
country on behalf of his or her own country, usually working as a member of an embassy.

Chinese experts spoke enthusiastically of this possibility in the national media. Hua
Chunying, a spokeswoman for China’s foreign ministry, did her share to foster
speculation about a potentially dramatic development, saying before the visits that
“If the leaders of Palestine and Israel have the will to meet in China, China is willing
to offer necessary assistance.”

Vocab
1. enthusiastically adv. Fulth; SRV
2. foster v. to encourage sth to develop {81 ; BIi< ; 157 ; &)

e.g. The club's aim is to foster better relations within the community. {ERZFHREZ(E
HERAEPRIK R,
Sentence
Hua Chunying, a spokeswoman for China’s foreign ministry, did her share to foster speculation
about a potentially dramatic development, saying before the visits that “If the leaders of
Palestine and Israel have the will to meet in China, China is willing to offer necessary
assistance.”
ZFE+: Hua Chunying did her share to foster speculation. il 7 {+4
a spokeswoman for China’s foreign ministry, X8 2 FiE80RRR

saying_ before... XBWEDE5| SIEREMEIBNEG), that EEMESIRHNAS

In the end there was no handshake, nor was one ever likely. China’s rising political
and economic might, and its growing appetite for energy, mean it has more at stake
in the Middle East than it used to, but it still lacks the clout to knock heads together.
Chinese aid to the Palestinian side is dwarfed by what America and others give.
And despite growing bilateral trade and technology ties, China “is in no position to
coerce Israel to do anything it doesn’t want,” says Robert Ross of Boston College.



Vocab
1. appetite n. 3RZUAREE;;HEE Someone's appetite for something is their strong desire for it.

e.g. She gave him just enough information to whet his appetite. §i[@) {0 35 58 4915 B W 17 6E B 2 fih
MEO.
2. clout n. power and influence 017 ; ¥4

e.g. political/ financial clout BG& /&8
3. dwarf v. {ERESE/\EEF T4 If one person or thing is dwarfed by another, the second is
so much bigger than the first that it makes them look very small.

e.g. The US air travel market dwarfs that of Britain. 5 EEMTHR{THIZLEEE, EERAMETIK
THiHER WA,
4. bilateral adj. ®FI. RiIX. MHiXF) LR Bilateral negotiations, meetings, or
agreements, involve only the two groups or countries that are directly concerned.

e.g. ...bilateral talks between Britain and America. 2 [EF1ZEE 2~ 8] 9GO =%
5. coerce V. to force sb to do sth by using threats 388 ; fiNE ; 1BfE

e.g. They were coerced into negotiating a settlement. {8 J#IEBITIFIRIR,

Nor is it clear that China really has any desire to involve itself more deeply. It may
seem as if China wants to play a bigger role, says Yin Gang of China’s Academy of
Social Sciences, but the truth is that it is outsiders who really want this. “We have
enough problems in our own neighbourhood.” Mr Yin predicts that China’s newly
installed government will barely change the country’s long-standing policy of calling
for peace, criticising the use of force and urging dialogue.

Vocab

1. asif 1#1%

2. barely adv. in a way that is just possible but only with difficulty {R{X ; KNI ; #I58R7TEE
e.g. She was barely able to stand. fib§3BEEEZ,

3. long-standing adj. KEATFERY; HEEXH A long-standingsituation has existed for a long
time.

e.g. They are on the brink of resolving their long-standing dispute over money.ftt{ 1R IR 7 BEfZ
RS E LS
4. criticize v. to say that you disapprove of sb/ sth; to say what you do not like or
think is wrong about sb/ sth #ti¥F ; #t#) ; Bk3l ; 5=

e.g. The decision was criticized by environmental groups. IX/NRESE TIMREEAR

RILIF.

Meeting Mr Abbas in Beijing on May 6th, China’s new president, Xi Jinping, did just
that. State media gave heavy coverage to the “four-point proposal” put forward by
Mr Xi, but in its details the statement offered little that had not been said before,
either by China or by other more established peace-brokers. His statement called
for a settlement based on 1967 borders, a negotiating framework of “land for
peace”, and an end to settlement-building and violence against civilians.

Vocab
1. coverage n. the reporting of news and sport in newspapers and on the radio and
televisionFfEHRIE

e.g. media/ newspaper/ press coverage {R{A/RE/ARTIARE



2. proposal n. a formal suggestion or plan; the act of making a suggestion 21 ; &iX ; &
Y

e.g. to submit/ consider/ accept/ reject a proposal 123/ FHiN/ 5= /1EE—INEEIN
3. broker n. a person who buys and sells things for other people &4 A ; 1BE

e.g. an insurance broker {REEZLA
4. negotiate v. ~ (with sb) (for/ about sth) to try to reach an agreement by formal
discussioni¥#! ; B/ ; tHE

e.g. The government will not negotiate with terrorists. BIFRFASFIR D FRF,
5. settlement n. an official agreement that ends an argument between two people
or groups ( FERGHFAY ) Y

e.g. to negotiate a peace settlement FFIEHMGHITIEFH
6. civilian n. a person who is not a member of the armed forces or the police ¥ ;

e =LY

Such input from China, even if mainly symbolic, is probably more pleasing to Mr
Abbas than to Mr Netanyahu. In the past China has been a strong supporter of the
Palestinian cause. That stance has mellowed as China has become more pragmatic
and less devoted to the brotherly solidarity it once showed for struggles in the poor
world against colonialism and imperialism. In 1992 it established diplomatic
relations with Israel.

Vocab
1. symbolic adj. containing symbols, or being used as a symbol {ERSRER ; {EASLERN ;
SAEHERY

e.g. The dove is symbolic of peace. 88F2fFFHISR1E.
2. stance n. the opinions that sb has about sth and expresses publicly ( 2FFZREBEAY ) MW
=R, SE, M

e.g. What is the newspaper's stance on the war? BRIREITIXIBENEIFH AT ?
3. mellow v. (f)ZFF0;({F) ZE B If someone mellows or if something mellows them, they
become kinder or less extreme in their behaviour, especially as a result of growing older.

e.g. When the children married and had children of their own, he mellowed a little... 22 F1145
TEXEBETESHNNMAME, thZERFEMT L,
4. pragmatic adj. WKEEMEY; SLHAY; S3LAY A pragmatic way of dealing with something is
based on practical considerations, rather than theoretical ones. A pragmatic person deals with
things in a practical way.

e.g. Robin took a pragmatic look at her situation.Z EL[RithE [E 7 — FiAV4bE,
5. brotherly adj. WHAI; THEAREY; KZEHR Aman's brotherlyfeelings are feelings of love
and loyalty which you expect a brother to show.

e.g. ...family loyalty and brotherly love...5 FEF M F B FE 15
6. solidarity n. (LIBBUATEIRESHR)HLE—E, 1BE ¥ If a group of people
show solidarity, they show support for each other or for another group, especially in
political or international affairs.

e.g. Supporters want to march tomorrow to show solidarity with their leaders. 5 7 & /R~ #
THBIEOERE, ZEFENRERREITHT.
7. colonialism n. the practice by which a powerful country controls another country
or other countries JERF N




e.g. European colonialism EGMERTEN
8. imperialism n. a system in which one country controls other countries, often
after defeating them in a war BEFS ; FEENX

e.g. Roman imperialism ZSFBE%E

There was one nasty diplomatic row in 2000 when America forced Israel to cancel
the sale of an advanced radar system to China. Otherwise, ties have mostly been
friendly and the value of bilateral trade has grown to nearly $10 billion. But, says
Chen Yiyi, a scholar, Israel has yet to earn China’s sympathy. The number of pro-
Palestinian articles in Chinese newspapers has increased dramatically in the past
two decades. China is already pro-Palestine, wrote Mr Chen in Global Times, a
state-run newspaper. “We can safely assume that the Chinese stance...in future will
be as pro-Palestinian as today, if not more so.”

Vocab
1. nasty adj. very bad or unpleasant fREf ; SAKER ; S AR
e.g. a nasty accident P*EEEH{
2. row EEDI;ZL A row is a serious disagreement between people or organizations.
e.g. This is likely to provoke a further row about the bank's role in the affair...;:XB FJ §ES IR X
TRITERSFIERND IR,
3. sympathy n. the act of showing support for or approval of an idea, a cause, an
organization, etc. #[@ ; XiF
e.g. The seamen went on strike in sympathy with (= to show their support for) the
dockers./BRAEMTET , LIFRIBL T AN,
4. pro- prefix (in adjectives fAREFZAIA ) in favour of; supporting 1P ; X35 ; 3¢
e.g. pro-democracy BIFRE
5. state-run adj. [Z] EEM; MIZKY
Sentence
But, says Chen Yiyi, a scholar, Israel has yet to earn China’s sympathy.
EF: says Chen Yiyi XEBRARRH T HIZE
ascholar HAIE, MERBEEIE
Israel has yet to earn China’s sympathy iXE has yet to B9 yet ZEXBMREE, FRAXGERS
ERER

Foreign diplomats say Mr Netanyahu was never likely to show more than polite
interest in Chinese involvement in the Palestinian issue. The public focus of his visit
was on trade deals. The private focus was expected to be on China’s help in
restraining Iran’s nuclear ambitions.

Vocab
1. restrain v. ~ sb/ sth (from sth/from doing sth) to stop sb/ sth from doing sth, especially
by using physical force ( /GIERE] ) #ILL , BELE , &l
e.g. The prisoner had to be restrained by the police. 275 RiF&81THMERIC,
Sentence
Foreign diplomats say Mr Netanyahu was never likely to show more than polite interest in
Chinese involvement in the Palestinian issue.
F+F: Foreign diplomats say (that)...




MEBIEF: Mr Netanyahu was never likely to show

The worsening crisis in Syria also overshadowed Mr Netanyahu’s visit. China was
quick to urge restraint after Israeli air strikes but scholars say Syria is not a big
Chinese concern and, because China can buy its oil elsewhere, could present an
opportunity for China to advance other policy goals it sees as more important.

Vocab
1. worsen V. to become or make sth worse than it was before ({f ) B8R , THEE
=
e.g. Her health has worsened considerably since we last saw her. EM\EA1 X MRtELL
Xk, RIS HESZT.
2. overshadow v. to make an event less enjoyable than it should be {##33%¢ ; {5 _LiH52
e.g. News of the accident overshadowed the day's events. HEREESIX—KINEIE= L
TR
3. restraint n. a rule, a fact, an idea, etc. that limits or controls what people can do %R
1 EFFERE ; FIZER
e.g. The government has imposed export restraints on some products. BURFX—LEF=
ST 7 HAEH,

The Chinese priority in Syria, as in so much else, is how to work with the United
States. Some Chinese academics see hopeful signs that John Kerry, America’s new
secretary of state, is less committed to the American “pivot” towards Asia than was
his predecessor, Hillary Clinton. When China and Russia vetoed a UN Security
Council peace plan for Syria in February 2012, Mrs Clinton called the move
“despicable”. Says Mr Ross: “It may be time for China to figure out how they can
start helping the United States in Syria.”

Vocab
1. secretary n. a person who works in an office, working for another person, dealing with
letters and telephone calls, typing, keeping records, arranging meetings with people,
etc.

e.g. a legal/ medical secretary ;£E/EZHH
2. pivot n. the central or most important person or thing SREEA (FH=W ) ; B ; #%
11y

e.g. West Africa was the pivot of the cocoa trade. FRAEERRIAT SR ZHIF L,
3. predecessor n. a person who did a job before sb else BI{E

e.g. The new president reversed many of the policies of his predecessor. FHERFATE
A T HEMERITFZBER.
4. despicable adj. very unpleasant or evil £ AKER ; BJERAY ; E&EfAY

e.g. a despicable act/ crime BT 9/5E1T
5.figure out n. fBR; Ei; 8 B, T
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HE SR e mEE?

China hosts Israeli and Palestinian leaders and touts its peacemaking credentials.
AR EE NGl Dy /R N D S E S ok 5

THERE are about 20km (12 miles)—and lots of checkpoints—between the official
residence in Jerusalem of Binyamin Netanyahu, the Israeli prime minister, and the
headquarters in Ramallah of Mahmoud Abbas, the Palestinian president. This week, as
both leaders made simultaneous official visits to China, care was taken to keep a much
greater distance between them. Their itineraries put them in different cities at all times.

PLEs) B N 85 R B B B AL T HR B RS . SR Shr A B ELT B R AHBE K 4202 L (12
JeH) . BPIEBE KB AR, PESS A E R, AR T T e
B TSI, AR AN L

Ever since the 1970s, when Henry Kissinger used shuttle diplomacy to marginalise the
Soviet Union in much of the Arab world, America has dominated the geopolitics of the
Middle East. Inevitably, this week's visits prompted the idea that a rising China might be
dabbling in the superpower sport of broking peace between the Jews and the Arabs.

EAA2704R4, )25 (GEEIMERES M) RIBCGARSN A", i IRBRAE T Hr {H 5 3
A, BRI, EEBR—EEHIE PARKHEEIG. ZTEEN, AT KR XA
S5 s DR J v 8 o [ T RE AR BRI AR D AR R BTREAF N Z TR AR e, Tk A 5 i A 2
AR5 E A BRI AL .

Chinese experts spoke enthusiastically of this possibility in the national media. Hua
Chunying, a spokeswoman for China's foreign ministry, did her share to foster speculation
about a potentially dramatic development, saying before the visits that "If the leaders of
Palestine and Israel have the will to meet in China, China is willing to offer necessary
assistance."

] S AE S S AV R R X R T e . T P AP AR R R N SRR TR R BT 1 & A
S EFoR: “MRBLSISANABELETESE, T EERMDER . 7 XL F B
KT XA A SRR R HE BT o

In the end there was no handshake, nor was one ever likely. China's rising political and
economic might, and its growing appetite for energy, mean it has more at stake in the
Middle East than it used to, but it still lacks the clout to knock heads together. Chinese aid
to the Palestinian side is dwarfed by what America and others give. And despite growing
bilateral trade and technology ties, China "is in no position to coerce Israel to do anything it
doesn't want," says Robert Ross of Boston College.

RAPELZ— BT, XEEEFEM. PENBUG. S5 hERELRRE, WG R
MIEEC, XA E E DA NSRRI 45, (B AR RSB Z SR A5 1R 52 W) ) Sk il 1k 9 77
Grvh o b5 RKSE S [ P EEAR EE L G B IR PR B AR AR WAt . RVE L TR B R
HYEARWIHEZ . BT K 2% ) Robert Ross i A& 1Ak, A B “Je vk idaE DL g1 (b A I i
OE

Nor is it clear that China really has any desire to involve itself more deeply. It may seem as

if China wants to play a bigger role, says Yin Gang of China's Academy of Social
Sciences, but the truth is that it is outsiders who really want this. "We have enough



problems in our own neighbourhood." Mr Yin predicts that China's newly installed
government will barely change the country's long-standing policy of calling for peace,
criticising the use of force and urging dialogue.

BAETIRARE S P ERGEABESE PR (BRHE)  FEERRNBEXRR, B
ok rp B UR A BRI i F S A RS NA X Al “BATI— 48
ZIEEA T RZMBRGT, AFTHh EER— Je BOR A KT RE AR 0 H 2R SR - 30 5 1O
BREIFANF, R AT AT, AR R T3 g e e

Meeting Mr Abbas in Beijing on May 6th, China's new president, Xi Jinping, did just that.
State media gave heavy coverage to the "four-point proposal" put forward by Mr Xi, but in
its details the statement offered little that had not been said before, either by China or by
other more established peace-brokers. His statement called for a settlement based on
1967 borders, a negotiating framework of "land for peace", and an end to settlement-
building and violence against civilians.

5H6H, HEFES NI PGS T B, B SAEECE T SR FRE
AP R K™, AR [R] [ B B 2 5 e E K 2 iR A E S — R, 0 EIRIRCA 4
WINZE . I FIREITAE1967 4F 52 bR il e i) S5 Al B ogy S, 87— T HuA5 R 1 i b 7
HEZR, 51k J € SR T R

Such input from China, even if mainly symbolic, is probably more pleasing to Mr Abbas
than to Mr Netanyahu. In the past China has been a strong supporter of the Palestinian
cause. That stance has mellowed as China has become more pragmatic and less devoted
to the brotherly solidarity it once showed for struggles in the poor world against colonialism
and imperialism. In 1992 it established diplomatic relations with Israel.

AP S2 bR S, Hh I R & 7 R RE SRS B30T, AR N BRI . E —ER
WHd E R R BB ISR . RIBEE R E (Sh5) MR T EL, WA T R
THAE DU SRR 5 = 1 SR 20 piai R SO B 3 R SZ S P i8Rk . 7E19924F,
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There was one nasty diplomatic row in 2000 when America forced Israel to cancel the sale
of an advanced radar system to China. Otherwise, ties have mostly been friendly and the
value of bilateral trade has grown to nearly $10 billion. But, says Chen Yiyi, a scholar,
Israel has yet to earn China's sympathy. The number of pro-Palestinian articles in Chinese
newspapers has increased dramatically in the past two decades. China is already pro-
Palestine, wrote Mr Chen in Global Times, a state-run newspaper. "We can safely assume
that the Chinese stance...in future will be as pro-Palestinian as today, if not more so."

20004F 1, HFSRE T, DLEFIPGE 7oob E s D eER R RGN EE SR, [5G H L
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Foreign diplomats say Mr Netanyahu was never likely to show more than polite interest in
Chinese involvement in the Palestinian issue. The public focus of his visit was on trade
deals. The private focus was expected to be on China's help in restraining Iran's nuclear
ambitions.
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The worsening crisis in Syria also overshadowed Mr Netanyahu's visit. China was quick to
urge restraint after Israeli air strikes but scholars say Syria is not a big Chinese concern
and, because China can buy its oil elsewhere, could present an opportunity for China to
advance other policy goals it sees as more important.

AL T AR N fE LR RESE B N B R A 7 TELAES S R )E i E G
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TEHAB I T5 LR A, T HLAE AT RE I — L2 ik B HoAs 3 A BOIR H Y o

The Chinese priority in Syria, as in so much else, is how to work with the United States.
Some Chinese academics see hopeful signs that John Kerry, America's new secretary of
state, is less committed to the American "pivot" towards Asia than was his predecessor,
Hillary Clinton. When China and Russia vetoed a UN Security Council peace plan for Syria
in February 2012, Mrs Clinton called the move "despicable". Says Mr Ross: "It may be time
for China to figure out how they can start helping the United States in Syria."
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